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cPrior to 2000, data do not include status conferences; beginning  in 2000, data
include status conferences.
dData for 1990 include writs only; data for 1998-2007 include writs, mental
competency hearings, and motion hearings.
eBeginning in 1998, data include fee applications, summary jury trials, and
motion hearings. Beginning in 2006, data include early neutral evaluations.
fPrior to 2000, this category included seizure/inspection warrants and orders of
entry, judgment debtor exams, extradition hearings, contempt proceedings,
Criminal Justice Act fee applications, naturalization proceedings, grand jury
returns, civil and criminal IRS enforcement proceedings, calendar calls, and voir
dire. Beginning in 2000, civil and criminal other jury matters, and international
prisoner transfer proceedings were added. 

Source: Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Judicial Business of
the United States Courts: 2000 Annual Report of the Director, pp. 66, 67;
2001 Annual Report of the Director, pp. 62, 63; 2002 Annual Report of the
Director, pp. 61, 62; 2007 Annual Report of the Director, pp. 69, 70 (Washing-
ton, DC: USGPO). Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff.

Note: The Federal Magistrates Act (28 U.S.C. 636(b)) provides the authority under which magis-
trate judges assist courts in the performance of "additional duties." This authority was both broad -
ened and clarified by Public Law 94-577, Oct. 21, 1976, and by new procedural rules governing
most habeas corpus proceedings in the district courts, effective Feb. 1, 1977. The changes make
clear the ability of the parties of a civil case to consent to have the case referred to a magistrate for
trial as a special matter; the changes also empower magistrates to conduct evidentiary hearings in 
prisoner petition cases. Additionally, the role of magistrates in providing pretrial assistance to 
district judges in both dispositive and non-dispositive matters has been clarified. Data for 199 0 are 
reported for the 12-month period ending June 30. Beginning in  1997, data are reported for the 
Federal fiscal year, which is the 12-month period ending September 30.  Some data have been 
revised by the Source and will differ from previous editions of SOURCEBOOK.

aData for 1990 include material witness hearings only; data for 1998-2007 include material witness
hearings and attorney appointment hearings.
bPrior to 2000, data include contested motions only; beginning in 2000, data include both contested
and uncontested motions.
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