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Source: Rollie O. Waters and Joyce C. Powell, "Salaries of County Officials, 2004," in The
Municipal Year Book 2005 (Washington, DC: International City/County Management
Association, 2005), pp. 102-115. Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff. Reprinted by
permission.

Note: These data are from a survey of local government officials conducted by The Waters
Consulting Group, Inc. for the International City/County Management Association beginning
in July 2004. Of the 3,042 counties surveyed, 672 returned the questionnaires for a response
rate of 22%. Classifications having less than three counties reporting are excluded by the
Source because meaningful statistics cannot be computed. Consequently, the number report -
ing in subcategories does not always add to the total reporting. The mean is calculated by
dividing the total number of salaries into the total amount paid in salaries. The median is the
salary that marks the point below which and above which 50% of all the salaries fall. When
there is an even number of observations, the mean of the two middle observations is
reported. For definitions of terms, a list of States in regions, and detail of survey response
rates, see Appendix 2. 

67,64571,84221     Council-manager/administrator
69,47373,58116     Council-elected executive
68,11569,41911     County commission

     Form of government

78,48684,0975     West
70,12873,68725     South
65,64369,78314     North Central
54,93356,6274     Northeast

     Region

69,36771,9204850,000 to 99,999, total

60,00058,11325          Council-manager/administrator
85,16285,74920          Council-elected executive
80,90183,04414          County commission

30,05732,4434     County commission          Form of government
     Form of government

78,75084,78213          West
29,83829,2583     North Central83,35188,13022          South

     Region80,55884,42920          North Central
86,21886,0454          Northeast

30,05732,4434Under 2,500, total          Region

48,69946,8703     Council-manager/administrator80,96085,92259 100,000 to 249,999, total
36,66035,6184     County commission

     Form of government106,132106,88611     Council-manager/administrator
     107,600113,3776     Council-elected executive

60,36052,4303     West125,500119,8996     County commission
38,22037,5245     North Central     Form of government

     Region
106,132107,8195     West

38,61043,11482,500 to 4,999, total134,000120,68811     South
     104,999101,2497     North Central

41,97544,91518     Council-manager/administrator     Region
36,57639,35612     Council-elected executive
40,52141,7068     County commission110,406111,97423250,000 to 499,999, total

     Form of government
132,133128,9525     Council-manager/administrator

45,72650,6009     West127,584128,0695     Council-elected executive
46,71543,6999     South122,694118,6984     County commission
38,01738,72920     North Central     Form of government

     Region
108,624112,6763     West

39,79842,505385,000 to 9,999, total134,302139,7656     South
122,119106,4173     North Central

53,79958,71733     Council-manager/administrator     Region
48,33946,98524     Council-elected executive
49,02752,56816     County commission125,307125,70714500,000 to 1,000,000, total

     Form of government
130,969140,0793     Council-elected executive

48,76853,54011     West     Form of government
52,76554,63433     South    
50,03452,16928     North Central160,000153,0973     West

     Region     Region

51,57053,5127310,000 to 24,999, total130,969140,9105Population over 1,000,000, total

53,42361,68926     Council-manager/administrator65,63071,170145          Council-manager/administrator
54,21654,31420     Council-elected executive60,33968,824107          Council-elected executive
54,61056,41321     County commission58,00066,01387          County commission

     Form of government          Form of government

56,22064,7508     West75,00076,22861          West
53,00054,50827     South65,29872,040133          South
58,32360,35529     North Central59,24362,594131          North Central
42,97045,9673     Northeast62,58573,31514          Northeast

     Region          Region

$55,710$57,7756725,000 to 49,999, total$64,384$69,107339     All counties, total

MedianMeancountiesMedianMeancounties

Salary levelsNumber ofSalary levelsNumber of

By county population, region, metro status, and form of government, United States, July-November 2004

Mean and median salaries of county chief law enforcement officials
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