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Contact Information            
Department of Sociology      Office: 518-442-4647  
University at Albany, SUNY      Fax: 518-442-4936 
351 Arts and Sciences       Department: 518-442-4666 
1400 Washington Avenue      Email: rking@albany.edu  
Albany, NY 12222 
 
 
Academic Positions            
2005 – present  Assistant Professor of Sociology, University at Albany, SUNY 
2008 – present  Affiliate, Center for Social and Demographic Analysis, University 
   at Albany, SUNY 
 
Education             
2005 Ph.D., Sociology, University of Minnesota 
2001  M.A., Sociology, University of Minnesota 
1999 B.A., summa cum laude, Sociology (major) and German (minor), University of 

Minnesota 
 
Research             
 
Refereed Journal Publications 
Forthcoming  King, Ryan D., and Scott J. South. “Crime, Race, and the Transition to Marriage.” 

Journal of Family Issues.   
 
2009 King, Ryan D., Steven F. Messner, and Robert Baller. “Contemporary Hate Crimes, Law 

Enforcement, and the Legacy of Racial Violence.” American Sociological Review 74: 
291-315. 

 
2008 King, Ryan D. “Conservatism, Institutionalism, and the Social Control of Intergroup 

Conflict.” American Journal of Sociology 113:1351-93. 
*American Sociological Association, Sociology of Law Section’s 2009 Distinguished 
Article Award 

 
2007 Savelsberg, Joachim J., and Ryan D. King. “Law and Collective Memory.” Annual 

Review of Law and Social Science 3:189-211. 
 
2007 King, Ryan D. and Darren Wheelock. “Group Threat and Social Control: Race, 

Perceptions of Minorities, and the Desire to Punish.” Social Forces 85:1255-1280. 
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2007 King, Ryan D., Michael Massoglia and Ross Macmillan. “The Context of Marriage and 
Crime: Gender, the Propensity to Marry, and Offending in Early Adulthood.” 
Criminology 45: 33-66. 

 
2007 King, Ryan D. and Melissa Weiner. “Group Position, Collective Threat, and 

Contemporary Anti-Semitism in the United States.” Social Problems 54: 47-77. 
 
2007 King, Ryan D. “The Context of Minority Group Threat: Race, Institutions, and 

Complying with Hate Crime Law.” Law and Society Review 41: 189-224. 
 
2006 King, Ryan D. and William I. Brustein. “A Political Threat Model of Intergroup 

Violence: Jews in Pre-WWII Germany.” Criminology 44:867-892. 
 
2005 Savelsberg, Joachim J. and Ryan D. King. “Institutionalizing Collective Memories of 

Hate: Law and Law Enforcement in Germany and the United States.”  American Journal 
of Sociology 111:579-616. 

 *Law and Society Association 2006 Best Article Award 
 *American Sociological Association Culture Section 2007 Best Article Award 
 
2004 Brustein, William I., and Ryan D. King. “Anti-Semitism as a Response to Perceived 

Jewish Power: The Cases of Bulgaria and Romania before the Holocaust.” Social Forces 
83:691-708. 

 
2004 Brustein, William I., and Ryan D. King. “Balkan Anti-Semitism: The Cases of Bulgaria 

and Romania before the Holocaust.”  East European Politics and Societies 18:430-454. 
 
2004 Savelsberg, Joachim J., Lara Cleveland and Ryan D. King. “Institutional Environments 

and Scholarly Work: American Criminology, 1951-1993.” Social Forces 82:1275-1302. 
 
2004 Brustein, William, and Ryan D. King. “Anti-Semitism in Europe before the Holocaust.” 

International Political Science Review 25:35-53. 
 
2002 Savelsberg, Joachim, Ryan King and Lara Cleveland. “Politicized Scholarship? Science 

on Crime and the State.” Social Problems 49: 327-348. 
 
 
Book Chapters 
Forthcoming  “Hate Crimes,” a chapter in the forthcoming edition of the Handbook on Crime 

and Deviance 
 
2001 Brustein, William, and Ryan D. King. “Antisemitismus in Europa vor dem Holocaust.” 

Pp. 257-281 in Ethnozentrismus-Rechtsextremismus-Jugendgewalt: Internationale 
Soziologische und Psychologische Perspektiven, edited by Klaus Boehnke, Daniel Fuss, 
and John Hagen. Weinheim: Juventa.  
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Book Reviews 
Forthcoming Review of Dario Melossi’s Controlling Crime, Controlling Society: Thinking 

about Crime in Europe and America.  Law and Society Review. 
 
Forthcoming Review of Antje Ellermann’s States against Migrants: Deportation in Germany 

and the United States. American Journal of Sociology.  
 
2006 King, Ryan D. “On The Rise of Hate Speech Regulation,” a review of Jon B. Gould’s 

Speak No Evil: The Triumph of Hate Speech Regulation. Law and Society Review 40: 
734-36. 

 
 
Book Manuscripts in Progress 
Joachim Savelsberg and Ryan D. King. Atrocities, Law, and Collective Memory. 
 
Philip Smith, Timothy Phillips, and Ryan D. King. Incivility: The Rude Stranger in Everyday 
Life. Forthcoming, Cambridge University Press. 
 
 
Awards and Grants           
 
Grants Received 
2008 Faculty Research Award Program for “Defendants, Diversity and Detention: Race and 

Criminal Sentencing in American Courts,” awarded by the University at Albany, SUNY. 
 
2006 Indirect Cost Allocation Grant for “Collateral Consequences of Punishment for Non-

Citizens: Deportation Law and Practice in U.S. History,” awarded by the Department of 
Sociology, State University of New York at Albany. 

 
2004 University of Minnesota Doctoral Dissertation Research Grant for the project 

“Institutional Arrangements, Legacies of the Past, and Enforcing Hate Crime Law,” 
awarded by the Graduate School, University of Minnesota. 

 
2003 Anna Welsch Bright Research Fellowship for the project “Institutional Arrangements, 

Legacies of the Past, and Enforcing Hate Crime Law,” awarded by Department of 
Sociology, University of Minnesota. 

 
2002 Graduate Research Partnership Grant (with Joachim Savelsberg) for the project “Legal 

Responses to Hate Crimes in International Comparison: Globalization and National 
Context,” awarded by the College of Liberal Arts, University of Minnesota,  

 
 
Research Awards 
2009 American Sociological Association, Sociology of Law Section’s Best Article Award for 

“Conservatism, Institutionalism, and the Social Control of Intergroup Conflict” 
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2007 American Sociological Association, Culture Section’s Best Article Award for 
“Institutionalizing Collective Memories of Hate: Law and Law Enforcement in Germany 
and the U.S.”, with Joachim Savelsberg 

 
2006  Law and Society Association Best Article Award for “Institutionalizing Collective 

Memories of Hate: Law and Law Enforcement in Germany and the U.S.”, with Joachim 
J. Savelsberg.   

 
2001 American Society of Criminology’s Gene Carte Student Paper Competition, Third Prize. 

Awarded for the paper, “Do Friends Matter More When Family Matters Less? The 
Dynamics of Family Attachment, Peer Association, and Delinquency”  

 
Achievement Awards 
2005 Don Martindale Award for Scholarly Achievement throughout the Graduate Student 

Career, Department of Sociology, University of Minnesota, April 2005 
 

Papers Presented            
2009 “Continuity and Change in Social Control: Race, Asylums, and Correctional Institutions” 

(with Lauren Porter), presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological 
Association, San Francisco, CA, August 10, 2009 

 
2008 “A Political Model of Hate Crime” (with Molly Barrett), presented at the annual meeting 

of the American Society of Criminology, St. Louis, MO, November 14, 2008 
 
2008 “Defendants, Diversity, and Detention” (with Kecia Johnson and Kelly McGeever), 

presented at the meetings of the American Sociological Association, August, 2008, 
Boston, Massachusetts  

 
2008 “Crime, Race, and the Transition to Marriage” (with Scott South), presented at the 4th 

Annual Workshop on Crime and Population Dynamics, June 2nd, 2008, Baltimore, 
Maryland 

 
2007 “Banishment as Social Control: Politics, Labor Markets, and Criminal Deportations in 

United States History”(with Michael Massoglia and Chris Uggen), presented at the 
annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Aug. 13th, 2007, New York, 
NY. 

 
2006 “The Context of Minority Group Threat: The Case of Hate Crime Law Enforcement.” 

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Los 
Angeles, CA, November 2006. 

 
2006 “Resisting Hate Crime Law and the Legacy of Lynching” (with Steven F. Messner and 

Robert D. Baller).  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Sociological 
Society, New Orleans, LA, March 2006. 
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2006 “Causal Inference in Life Course Criminology: A Propensity-Score Matching Approach,” 
(with Ross Macmillan and Michael Massoglia).  Paper presented at the annual meeting of 
the American Society of Criminology, Toronto, Canada, November 2005. 

 
2006 “Dormancy and Implementation in Criminal Law: The Case of Hate Crime Prosecution.”  

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Toronto, 
Canada, November 2005. 

 
2005 “Group Position, Collective Threat, and Contemporary Anti-Semitism in the United 

States” (with Melissa Weiner).  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, August 2005. 

 
2004 “Dormancy and Implementation in Criminal Law: Community Context, Institutions, and 

the Enforcement of Hate Crime Law.”  Paper presented at the Midwest Law and Society 
Conference, University of Wisconsin Law School, Madison, Wisconsin, October 2004.  

 
2004 “Group Threat, Interest Group Mobilization, and Policing Hate Crime Law.”  Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Nashville, 
Tennessee, November 2004. 

 
2004 “Group Threat and Punitive Attitudes: Race, Perceptions of Minorities, and the Desire to 

Punish,” with Darren Wheelock.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, San Francisco, California, August 2004. 

 
2004 “Community Context, Institutional Arrangements, and Enforcing Hate Crime Law.” 

Paper presented at the Sociology Workshop Series, Department of Sociology, University 
of Minnesota, April 2004. 

 
2004 “Sociology Fizzling Out at the Edges: Conditions, Consequences, and the Case of Post-

WWII Criminology in the United States,” with Joachim J. Savelsberg (presenter), Lara 
Cleveland, and Sarah Flood.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Research 
Committee on the History of Sociology, International Sociological Association, February 
2004. 

 
2003 “Group Threat, Community Cohesion, and Punitive Attitudes,” with Darren Wheelock.  

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Denver, 
Colorado, November 2003. 

 
2003 “Balkan Anti-Semitism: The Cases of Bulgaria and Romania before the Holocaust,” with 

William Brustein.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological 
Association, Atlanta, Georgia, August 2003. 

 
2003 “Collective Memory, Institutions, and the Punishment of Hate Crime,” with Joachim 

Savelsberg. Paper presented at the thematic session on culture and punishment at the 
annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Atlanta, Georgia, August 
2003. 
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2003 “Authors Meet Readers: Making Hate a Crime: From Social Movement to Law 
Enforcement,” by Valerie Jenness and Ryken Grattet.”  Presentation at the annual Law 
and Society Meetings, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 2003. 

 
2002 “Delinquency and Income Attainment over the Life Course.” Paper presented at the 

annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Chicago, Illinois, November 
2002. 

 
2001 “Institutional Location and Hate Crime Prosecution.” Paper presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the Society for the Study of Social Problems, Anaheim, California, August 
2001. 

 
2001 “The Politics of Crime and Crime Control,” with Joachim Savelsberg and Lara 

Cleveland.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Sociological 
Association, Anaheim, California, August 2001. 

 
2001 “European Anti-Semitism before the Holocaust,” with William Brustein. Paper presented 

at the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Anaheim, California, 
August 2001. 

 
2001 “The Organizational Context of Hate Crime Prosecution.” Paper presented at the annual 

meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society, St. Louis, Missouri, April 2001 
 
2000 “Family Attachment and the Dynamics of Peers and Delinquency.” Paper presented at the 

annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, California, 
November 2000. 

 
2000 “Criminology and the Politics of Crime Control,” with Joachim Savelsberg and Lara 

Cleveland. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of 
Criminology, San Francisco, California, November 2000. 

 
Teaching             
Courses 
Crime, Law, and Intergroup Relations (Sociology 481z, writing intensive undergraduate 
seminar), Department of Sociology, University at Albany, SUNY 
 
Crime and Social Control (Sociology 666, graduate seminar), Department of Sociology, 
University at Albany, SUNY 
 
Social Control (Sociology 340, undergraduate lecture), Department of Sociology, University at 
Albany, SUNY 
 
Law and Society (Sociology 666, graduate seminar), Department of Sociology, University at 
Albany, SUNY 
 
Sociology of law (Sociology 385, undergraduate lecture), Department of Sociology, University at 
Albany, SUNY 

  



  King – CV 7  

 
Sociology of Law (Sociology 4101-Writing intensive), Department of Sociology, University of 
Minnesota  
 
Policing American Society (Sociology 4125), Department of Sociology, University of Minnesota  
 
Sociology Senior Project Seminar (Sociology 4966), Department of Sociology, University of 
Minnesota  
  
Introduction to the American Criminal Justice System (Sociology 3101), Department of 
Sociology, University of Minnesota  
 
Educational Training and Teaching Lectures 
“Teaching Large Lectures,” Department of Sociology, University at Albany, November 2005 
 
 
Service and Professional Activities         
 
University Committees 
University at Albany, SUNY 
2009 -  University Senate, Department of Sociology Representative 
2009-2010 University Senate Representative on the Committee on Academic Freedom, 

Freedom of Expression, and Community Responsibility 
 
 
2008- University Police Department Advisory Committee  
 
2006 - 2008 Committee on Retention, Teaching and Learning and the Integration of Student 

and Academic Life Subcommittee 
 
Sociology Department Committees 
2009-   Teaching Committee 
2008 -    Executive Committee 
2007 -  2009  Graduate Committee 
2005 - 2007  Teaching Committee 
 
Professional Association Service 
2010-  Editorial Board, Social Psychology Quarterly (beginning January 1, 2010)  
 
2009-  Consulting Editor, American Journal of Sociology  
 
2007-   Editorial Advisory Board, Law and Society Review 
 
2008 Student Paper Award Committee, Section on Crime, Law and Deviance, 

American Sociological Association 
 
2008  Graduate Student Paper Award Committee, Sociology of Law Section,  
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  American Sociological Association 
 
2007  Session Organizer, ASA Section on Sociology of Law, 2008 ASA Annual 
 Meeting 
 
2007 Area Chair: “Social Institutions and Crime.” 2007 Annual Meeting of the 

American Society of Criminology 
 
2004-5 Publications Committee, American Sociological Association, Section on the 

Sociology of Law, 2004-2005 
 
 
Reviewer for the following presses and professional journals: 
American Journal of Sociology 
American Sociological Review 
British Journal of Sociology 
Contexts Magazine  
Criminology 
Criminology and Public Policy 
Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice 
Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 
Journal of Quantitative Criminology 
Law and Social Inquiry 
Law and Society Review 
Public Administration Review 
Social Problems 
Social Psychology Quarterly 
Sociological Compass 
Sociological Inquiry  
The Sociological Quarterly  
SUNY Press 
 
Professional Association Memberships 
American Sociological Association 
American Society of Criminology 
Law and Society Association 

  


