Council on Research Meeting Minutes

October 21, 2009
Life Sciences Research Building, Conference Room 1143

Members present:  Lance Bosart, James Castracane, Richard Cunningham, Kirsten Davison, James Dias, Elizabeth Gaffney, Daniel Goodwin, Mengbing Huang, Elaine Lasda-Bergman, Hamilton Lankford, Dale Morse, Robert Nakamura, and Kevin Tyle

Members absent:  Berhane Araia, Bharat Avasaraia, Brian Butcher, David Lewis, and Eszter Szalczer
Also attending:  Provost Susan D. Phillips, Robert Webster, Adrienne Bonilla and Theresa Walker
The meeting was called to order by Council Chair, James Castracane, at 9:40 am.  Interim Vice President Dr. James Dias was introduced.

Acquisition of Centers/Institutes by UAlbany

Provost Phillips gave an update on the transition Rockefeller Institute for Government to UAlbany.  She explained that Rockefeller Institute for Government (RIG) is an existing center at SUNY that is now legitimately under the auspices of UAlbany.  Other points of interest included:
· Search for a new director

Robert Nakamura commented that, given the Institute’s nationally recognized research agenda, it would be very beneficial to the campus if we could attract a strong director.  

Provost Phillips noted that the search is in progress for a director; meanwhile, Tom Gais is serving as interim director.  The question was asked if there would be an opportunity to have representatives from the Council on Research on the committee.  Provost Phillips responded by explaining that the search committee was already formulated; in fact, it was determined by the Chancellor prior to the decision to move the Institute to UAlbany.  President George Philip is chairing the search committee, and Jeffrey Straussman, Dean of Rockefeller College.  

· Reporting structure

The Institute has a reporting relationship to the Chancellor as well as to the President of UAlbany, but how this plays out is being discussed.

ACTION ITEM:  James Castracane will contact President Philip to determine the role Council can play in the search process.
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Other comments and questions pertaining to the Institute were as follows: 

Robert Nakamura questioned how the Institute will interact with the rest of the campus.  

Provost Phillips noted that the Institute may find it challenging to determine how to link best with people on campus.  Perhaps this is one area where Council can assist.

Interim Vice President Dias suggested asking Dean Straussman’s help with determining the right time for the Council to extend an invitation to assist the Institute.  He went on to say that Dean Straussman will be key in engaging the potential stakeholders early on, and perhaps later having conversation regarding potential for collaboration.

Lance Bosart questioned whether the economics of centers on campus make sense.  There are many centers that are unfunded and/or are not functioning.  The integrated affect is not to have a center left “holding the bag” when something goes wrong.  

After further discussion, it was decided that the Council should be more informed about the Institute.  ACTION ITEM:   James Castracane will ask Interim Director Tom Gais to meet with the Council and give an overview and other pertinent information about the Institute.

Approval of Minutes of September 16, 2009

Elizabeth Gaffney motioned to accept the minutes with one correction:  The meeting was called to order by James Catracane should be changed to Castracane.
Indirect Cost 

ACTION ITEM:   James Castracane will ask Provost Phillips to return to a future meeting to discuss the Indirect Cost Budget.  

Interim Vice President for Research Report

Interim Vice President Dias reported that the University received more than $5M in ARRA (stimulus) funding, about half of which is in the School of Public Health, half in College of Arts and Sciences and about $200K in the College of Computing and Information.  He also reported that there has been an increase in applications and in expenditures over last year, so we are on an upward trajectory.
There has been an increase in patents, but we are down in patent applications.  He noted that we need to encourage a culture of placing a value on the research that is conducted.
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Subcommittee Reports

The Benevolent, Conference/Journal, and FRAP committee memberships are finalized.   However, Kirsten Davison, Chair of the FRAP Review committee asked for volunteers from units that are not represented, e.g., the School of Education, Criminal Justice and Department of Psychology.  

FRAP Eligibility for University Libraries

After discussion, Elaine Lasda-Bergman motioned to recommend to the Interim Vice President for Research that University Libraries be included in the FRAP B calculation thereby making libraries faculty eligible to receive FRAP B awards.  Seconded by Daniel Goodwin.

The Council voted unanimously to make the recommendation to the Interim Vice President for Research

Meeting adjourned at 10:40 am

Submitted by Janice Bogan

