Council on Research

March  4, 2009
University Hall  - Conference Room 306
9:30 – 11:30 am
Members present: Sandra Austin, Christopher Bischoff, James Castracane,  Janet Marler, Kwadwo Sarfoh, Lawrence Schell, William Reese, Scott South, Kevin Tyle, and Lynn Videka 
Members absent:  Lance Bosart, Kirsten Davison, Nicholas Fahrenkopf, Daniel Goodwin, Mengbing Huang, David Lewis, and Eszter Szalczer (teaching schedule conflict)
Also attending:  Adrienne Bonilla, Kathy Lowery, Susan Phillips, Theresa Walker, Robert Webster, and Patricia Zeccolo

Approval of February 4 Minutes

The February 4 minutes were unanimously approved. 

Distribution of Campus-wide Research Investments, Kathryn Lowery, Vice President for Finance and Business

Larry Schell introduced Kathy Lowery, Vice President for Business and Finance who presented a detailed report on the utilization of the University’s 2008-09 indirect cost (see Attachment I).  Highlights of the discussion included:
· The University is operating with a number of at-risk accounts; one cost saving measure would be to shorten the duration of such accounts.
· For the first time since 1996, the East Campus will be solvent.  The Center for Functional Genomics (CFG) is operating through a series of state grants. This will be the first year to absorb CFG’s operating cost.  

· The indirect cost is highly leveraged in salaries which include fringe benefits

· CNSE has a separate stand alone budget

· The question was asked if it is possible to move less research related expenses to the state side.  VP Lowery responded by noting that RF funds cannot always be shifted to the state as state dollars cannot be used for certain research items.  VP Videka reminded Council that, where possible, state money was given to free up indirect cost funds which were used to address the indirect cost deficit. 
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Vice President for Research, Lynn Videka

(see Attachment II)

In addition to the attached Vice President for Research report, Vice President Videka informed Council that she received an appeal on behalf of Mary Beth Winn’s FRAP 
application.  She decided to uphold the Council’s recommendation, so Dr. Winn will not receive a FRAP A award for the fall, 2008 round of competition.

Introduction

Larry Schell introduced the newest member of the Council:  Adam Ahmad is representing the undergraduate students.  

Subcommittee Reports

FRAP A Review Committee – James Castracane
James Castracane reported that FRAP A applicants have been notified of the status of their applications.  Comments were included in the letter for unsuccessful applicants to improve their application should they apply in the future. 

Excellence in Research – Scott South

Seven faculty have been nominated for the Excellence in Research award.  The committee meeting has been scheduled; recommendations will be forwarded to the Vice President for Research.

Conflict of Interest – David Lewis

In David Lewis absence, Adrienne Bonilla noted that a meeting has been scheduled for March 19, 2009.  

Old Business

None
New Business

Larry will invite Dr. James Wehenmeyer, Vice President for Research, SUNY to the next meeting to discuss or provide details on how UAlbany benefits from the Research Foundation assessment (reference line 7 of Attachment II).  Action Item
Meeting adjourned at 11:00 am
Submitted by Janice Bogan

