Council on Research Meeting Minutes

December 16, 2009

Life Sciences Research Building, Conference Room 1143
9:30 am – 11:30 am
Members present:  Berhane Araia, Lance Bosart, Brian Butcher, James Castracane, Richard Cunningham, Kirsten Davison, James Dias, Elizabeth Gaffney, Mengbing Huang, Hamilton Lankford, David Lewis, Dale Morse, Robert Nakamura, Kevin Tyle, and Eszter Szalczer.

Members absent:  Bharat Avasarala, Daniel Goodwin, and Elaine Lasda-Bergman

Also attending:  Adrienne Bonilla, Thomas Gais, David Strogatz, Theresa Walker, and Robert Webster

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Council Chair, James Castracane, at 9:35 am.  

Approval of Minutes of November 18, 2009

The minutes were approved with the following corrections:  

1) In the paragraph beginning “the meeting was called to order”, change Berhand to Berhane. 

2) Under University Libraries, third line, delete the word “the” after the word however.  

3)  Under Links from Research Division Homepage, second paragraph, second line should read:  “not be a link from the research division homepage for research activities that have not been vetted through the Council on Research”.  
Overview of the Rockefeller Institute for Government (RIG)
Dr. Thomas Gais, Interim Director of the Rockefeller Institute for Government, gave an overview of the institute and entertained questions from the membership.  The institute currently has a staff of 35 with a budget of $2.5M.  Funds are mainly derived from foundations and the state of NY.  The institute is involved with fiscal studies, mid-level analysis, trends and variations among states, field network studies, etc.  

Lewis questioned the motivation and catalyst for merger with UAlbany.  In general, the merger will give an opportunity to welcome new policy research across the campus.  The Council agrees that UAlbany should assist wherever needed including helping to recruit scholars to both institutions. 
Interim Vice President for Research Report
· Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Scholarship and Creative Activities

One faculty member has been nominated so far for the award, but the question remains as to what the procedure will be for review and recommendation.  This award is handled out of the Provost Office, but the Excellence in Research 
Committee of the Council on Research may be asked to assist with the review process. 
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We may also submit recipients of the 2008 UAlbany Excellence in Research Award for consideration.

· Undergraduate Research

A few undergraduate endowed research scholarships will be available for spring semester.  Interim Vice President Dias suggested changing the purpose of the award so that it becomes one that is based on demonstration of excellence.  
In an effort to get a handle on the undergraduate research awards available across campus, he also asked COR members to submit undergraduate research awards by unit (ACTION ITEM).
Subcommittee Reports 

Benevolent Committee by David Lewis

The committee recommended eight applicants for funding.  The total amount for the eight will be $3,973 which exceeds the Benevolent Association’s allocated amount by $473.  The recommendation is to request the additional $473 from the Benevolent Association.  If the Association can not provide the additional funds, then disburse the $3,500 among the eight students.  This will amount to  $437.50 for each applicant.  
David Lewis reported that there were fewer applications this fall for reasons unknown.  Brian Butcher, the Council’s graduate student representative, will work with the Graduate Student Organization to market the program better.  The committee will continue to review.   

Council voted unanimously to accept the committee’s recommendation.

Conference Support Award Committee by Lance Bosart

Per the written report distributed at the Council meeting, the committee recommended funding for the three applicants pending receipt of additional information.
The Council on Research voted unanimously to accept the committee’s recommendation.  
Researchers Liaison Committee by David Strogatz

David Strogatz and Hamilton Lankford, committee co-chairs, met with James Castracane, Council chair and decided to convene the committee in January.  David Strogatz noted that it will be helpful to have faculty representatives from the College of Arts and Sciences on the committee. 

Agenda items for the year will include leveraging University investments.  

Meeting adjourned at 11:17 am

Submitted by Janice Bogan

