Council on Research Meeting
Wednesday, February 7, 2007

9:30 – 11:30 am – CC – Room 375

Members present:  L. Schell, S. Chittur, B. Shaw, W. West, J. Marler, D. Lewis, P. Lee, S. South, L. Bosart, L. Videka, J. Castracane, C. Bischoff

Members absent:  J. Mistry

Also attending:  Robert Webster
Approval of minutes – December 13, 2006

Minutes were unanimously approved.  Motioned by Lewis and seconded by Shaw.

Vice President for Research Report
· Change in Leadership

Larry Schell is now the chair of Council on Research, Sridar Chittur will chair the Committee on Centers/Institutes/Labs, and James Castracane will chair the FRAP Review Committee.
· MaryLouise Mallick is temporarily assuming the role of assisting with economic development for the East Campus.  A sub corporation of SUNY Research Foundation and the University at Albany Foundation is being formed to access better funding and to devote resources and energy to the East Campus development.  The goals of the corporation will be in sync with the goals of the University.  The corporation will eventually hire an executive director. 
· UAlbany has been approved for three positions through the Empire Innovations Program:  one in Nanomedicine and two in the Cancer Center/School of Public Health.

· The Life Sciences Development Committee consists of:

Paulette McCormick, Director, Center for Functional Genomics & Biomedical Science Department
Robert Webster, Asso. Vice President for Research & Dir.of the Office for Sponsored Programs

James Dias, Biomedical Science Department
James Castracane, College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering

John Welch, Chemistry Department

Al Millis, Biological Science Department

One of the goals of the committee is to articulate the depth of life sciences here at the University to the general public.  Therefore, the priority is to develop both printed and web-based promotional materials.  There will be more information on this as the committee progresses.
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· Voice of the PI Forum

A follow up meeting to the forum will be held in late spring to provide a progress report.  It was suggested that perhaps the follow up forum could be more focused, e.g. pre-awards and the role of centers/institutes in the pre-award process.

· Research Colloquium

The theme for the colloquium is:  Emergency Preparedness and Business Continuity in Research.  More information forthcoming. 

Subcommittee Reports

· Benevolent

David Lewis reported that the committee is reviewing the application/proposal process and will prepare recommendations for a future COR meeting.

· Committee on Centers/Institutes/Labs

The committee will begin the cycle of center/institutes/labs review and evaluation.  The review will be linked to the academic review cycle.

· Excellence in Research

Eight nominations have been received for the University’s excellence award.  Vice President Videka also requested that this committee be poised to review and submit recommendations to her for the SUNY-wide research awards.  However, at this juncture we have not received notification of the procedures for this year.

· FRAP – A 
James Castracane reported that the committee met in response to the request to provide more feedback to the non-recipients.  All notifications letters have been sent.
Update on the Conversations with RAs meetings

Robert Webster reported that the next scheduled meeting is February 20 in CESTM at 11:00 – 12:00.  All meetings scheduled are available on the website: http://www.albany.edu/research/ConversationsWithResAdmin.htm 
He and Kevin Wilcox are recording all issues which may be used as speaking points at the Voice of the PI follow-up.  Some of the issues that have been raised include: 1) how local  IRB deals with issues regarding overseas research; 2) equipment, including surplus equipment and procedures for removal from the campus; 3) connect between state and RF administration and operation; and 4) team effort support from research administrators and schools/colleges.
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C. Bischoff expressed interest in involving the Office for Diversity and Affirmative Action, particularly from the hiring perspective.  The office is very interested in making the RF hiring process much smoother.  

Old Business 

Larry Schell suggested that the Council continue its discussion on the ICR if for no more than to update everyone on last year’s recommendation.  There are still issues that need to be addressed, e.g. centralization vs. decentralization, therefore, the item should remain on the agenda.
New Business

Vice President Videka indicated that Council may at some point want to review the charge of the IRB Policy Review subcommittee.  Currently, policy formation has been separate from action and implementation.  Council may want to look at how the system is working and determine if structural changes are needed.

Meeting adjourned at 10:30.  Motioned by Jim Castracane; seconded by Sridar Chittur.

Submitted by Janice Bogan

