
COUNCIL ON ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT (CAA)

Minutes, October 5, 2009

UNH 306 10:00 – 11:30

Members present: Heidi Andrade (Chair), Brea Barthel, Daryl Bullis, Jason Cotugno, Sue Faerman, Brian Gabriel, Kristen Hessler, Richard Matyi, Bill Roberson, Joette Stefl-Mabry, Bruce Szelest
Members absent: Henryk Baran, Zak Berkovich, Dana Peterson, Marjorie Pryse, 

The meeting began with the approval of the minutes of May 6, 2009 and September 21, 2009.  
The Chair summarized the annual student learning outcomes reporting requirements for the Council.  Members were asked to review assigned reports prior to the meeting.  One member clarified the Council’s role in reviewing the reports as advisory to the administration.   

The rubric that was used by IRPE was discussed. The Council members then looked at the matrices of the Anthropology department, which had been chosen by the Chair as a common report for all to review.  Council members noted that value-added assessments were implied in the objectives and questioned whether the assessments actually measured that.  One member spoke in favor of giving pre and post tests, but another had noticed that one report cited the difficulty of giving tests that weren’t counted as part of the students’ grades.  One Council member asked if the actual assignments were available to the Council or were part of the self-study.  It was pointed out that supplementary materials such as actual assignments were not required for either, but that some programs chose to include them. A Council member said that understanding the curriculum was important to being able to provide adequate feedback to programs.  In response a member raised a concern about the size of the task at hand.  

The Council members were asked to review the program reports that they had been assigned, and to nominate those that they decided were examples of Best Practices in either entire programs or particular components. 
A question about the start time of meetings was brought up.  Since one faculty member teaches until 10:05 it was proposed that the meetings begin at 10:15 so that member would not have to arrive late.   Unfortunately, one other member would have to leave early.  Members agreed to make the change on Wednesday, which would work for both, if the availability of the room permitted.

The Chair provided background to the reasons for revising the memo of May 20, 2009 to the Senate Executive Council, which pertained to the expansion of the GEAC for 2009-10.   The Council accepted the revisions and agreed to have the Chair forward the new memo to the SEC for information purposes.

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Kristina Bendikas


