COUNCIL ON ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT (CAA)

Minutes, December 9, 2009

UNH 306 10:00 – 11:30
Members present: Heidi Andrade (Chair), Henryk Baran, Brea Barthel, Zak Berkovich, Jason Cotugno, Bruce Szelest
Members absent: Daryl Bullis, Sue Faerman, Brian Gabriel, Kristen Hessler, Richard Matyi, Dana Peterson, Marjorie Pryse, Bill Roberson, Joette Stefl-Mabry 

The meeting began with the approval of the minutes of November 16, 2009.  
The Chair began by asking for an update from the General Education Assessment Committee.  Bendikas reported on behalf of Daryl Bullis, Chair, that the committee had drafted a new Pilot Form 1, which will be used in Spring 2010 with the faculty in the Foreign Language category. The committee also reviewed the Student Perceptions Surveys from 2008-09 and determined that the results were not clear indicators of particular trends.  The committee was interested in pursuing the possibility of administering the surveys online, as SIRFs are now, so that data could be disaggregated and reviewed more effectively for trends. The Council was also informed that the assessment of Math will be postponed.  The campus had proposed to create rubrics for the objectives, but those are not yet ready. 
The Chair then led the discussion about the merits of items on the brainstorming list.  Several were discussed but owing to the absence of a number of Council members due to inclement weather, further discussion was tabled until the spring semester. 

A discussion about the proposed departmental level Assessment Coordinators also arose. Members asked about whether their responsibilities would be considered service, and whether it would warrant a course release or other compensation.  One member suggested that the AC should not only be a point of contact in departments, but also be willing and able to attend assessment training sessions, so that s/he could bring expertise back to his/her home department.
The Council was updated on the progress of the reviews by the Program Review Committee.  The Chair, Henryk Baran, reported that owing to a number of new members, it was proceeding slowly so that they would be well acquainted with the process prior to making recommendations.  Draft reports of the Judaic Studies and Computer Science reviews would be circulated to members over the holiday.

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Kristina Bendikas

