


Public Policy
Public Policy is a major strength of Rockefeller College within 
both the Department of Political Science and its 25 member sister 
department in Rockefeller College – the Department of Public 
Administration and Policy. Students interested in the policy process, 
and in particular policy domains, have the opportunity to take 
classes and engage in policy research at other schools and colleges 
across the university, including the School of Criminal Justice,  
the School of Social Welfare, the School of Public Health, and  
the School of Education.

International Relations
The International Relations faculty conducts research and offers 
graduate classes on a wide range of topics, including security policy, 
international political economy, international organization, foreign 
policy formation, regional integration, military conflict, constructivism,  
energy politics, international migration, information technology, 
and international political theory.

Political Theory
With four faculty members focusing on Political Theory, Rockefeller  
College’s Political Science Department represents one of the nation’s  
strongest programs in the subfield. Faculty members span the subfield,  
with interests in the interpretation of traditional texts, contemporary 
theory (including interpretive theory, critical theory, deconstructive 
approaches, and theories of political judgment), and the philosophy 
of social science.

Public Law
With four scholars on the faculty, and a separate doctoral specialization 
in the area, Rockefeller College has a national reputation for the 
quality of its Public Law program. Current faculty research and 
teaching interests span the subfield, including judicial processes 
at all levels (including Supreme Court decision-making), law and 
society, law and public policy, constitutional law, and historical 
approaches to law and courts. The methodologies employed reflect 
the diversity of the subfield, with some faculty members using  
advanced statistical techniques, and others employing doctrinal analysis, 
case studies and elite interviewing, and documentary research.

Degree Programs
The two graduate degrees offered by the Political Science Department 
are the Master of Arts (MA) and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD). The 
MA can generally be completed in either three semesters, or two 
semesters and one summer of full-time study. The PhD program 
generally requires four or five years of intensive work, though 
this period may be shortened somewhat for students entering the 
program with a master’s degree in political science. 

Students in the MA 
program are required to 
take seven seminars and 
complete a master’s essay,  
equivalent in length and 
quality to a journal article 
in their chosen area of  
expertise. Doctoral students  
must complete 15 seminars,  
pass comprehensive  
examinations in a major 
and second subfield,  
prepare and defend a  
dissertation prospectus, and 
complete a dissertation 
under the guidance of a 
faculty committee. Doctoral 
students are also required to satisfy a methods requirement that 
includes exposure to a variety of research techniques, such as 
statistical analyses, elite interviews, survey research, documentary 
research, historical studies, and textual analysis.

About the University
The University as Albany is one of the nation’s premier medium-sized 
public research universities, with approximately 17,000 students, 
over 950 faculty, and a library of over two million volumes. It is 
repeatedly praised as a “best buy” in higher education in the U.S.

Each year about 300 students from 
more than 20 states and countries 
are enrolled in graduate programs 
at Rockefeller College. The student 
body is richly diverse in age, gender, 
race, and nationality, as well as  
full-time and part-time status.

GRADUATE  
STUDY  
in Political Science at the 
University at Albany

The Political Science Department is part of the  
Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy, 

one of the most distinguished graduate schools in the country 
devoted to the study of public policy. Active association 
with the Rockefeller Institute of Government augments the 
educational experiences for Rockefeller College’s political 
science students and their faculty.

Graduate study in political science at Rockefeller College  
provides a challenging program designed to meet the  
individual needs of a select group of students aiming for 
careers in academia, the public or private sectors, or in  
non-governmental organizations. The program is small, 
relative to the size of the faculty, and the frequent interaction  
between graduate students and faculty mentors is a hallmark 
of UAlbany’s program. The University’s location in  
New York’s capital city provides stimulating “hands-on” 
research and internships opportunities that enhance the  
teaching/learning process.

Rockefeller College
of Public Affairs and Policy

G R A D U A T E  S T U D Y  I N  P O L I T I C A L  S C I E N C E

Subfields
The department offers comprehensive programs in all the major 
subfields of political science: 

•	 American Politics
•	 Comparative Politics
•	 International Relations
•	 Political Theory
•	 Public Law
•	 Public Policy

American Politics
Thirteen faculty members focus 
their teaching and research on 
some aspect of American Politics 
at the national, state, and local levels. Research specialties of the 
faculty include presidential politics, Congress, the courts, state 
and local government, parties and elections (including electoral 
finance), minority politics, and public policy. A particular area of 
strength in the American politics subfield is in American political 
development and historical approaches to the study of politics.

Comparative Politics
Comparative Politics students and faculty study a range of  
substantive and geographical areas. Particular areas of emphasis  
are democratization, marketization, nationalism, ethnic conflict, 
state-society relations, and terrorism. Regional specializations include 
Russian politics, Chinese politics, Eastern European politics, and 
East Asian politics. The Comparative Politics faculty employs a 
broad range of theoretical and methodological approaches that 
draw from across the disciplines of the social sciences.


