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Hunt Scholars: Hardworking,
Determined — and Grateful
Iona Armour, a sophomore accounting
major from East New York, N.Y., says the
Mark R. Hunt ’82 Scholarship she won
last year means two things. “Short term,
I won’t have to worry about where I am

going to get
the money
to help pay
my tuition. I
will be able
to focus
more on
schoolwork
and contin-
ue to get the
good grades
I have been
making.
Long term,
I will incur
less debt, so
I will be able

to pay off my loans speedily — and ful-
fill my career goals faster and perhaps
more easily,” says Armour, who hopes to
work at Ernst & Young after graduation
and eventually establish her own
accounting firm.

Aspiring elementary schoolteacher
Domineque Lopez is also a returning
Hunt Scholar. “The scholarship means
so much to me because it is helping me
to reach my educational goal,” observes
the sophomore English major, a Bronx,
N.Y., native. “Moreover, it encourages
me to want to help others more and to
push myself to reach my potential.”

Ann R. Hunt, B.S.’56, M.S.’58, and
Sherman Hunt, B.S.’57, M.A.’59, estab-
lished the Hunt Scholarship to honor
their son, Mark, a 1982 University at
Albany graduate.

Swartzes’ Gift Benefits
Disabled Students
Grateful for the life they have built
together over the past 56 years, Goldie
Brenner Swartz, B.A.’51, and her hus-
band, Howard, wanted to do something
nice for someone. “We realized how sat-
isfying it would be to help a student who
was visually handicapped, though not

necessarily
blind. We
wanted to give
someone an
opportunity
to overcome
that disability
and to lead a
successful

life,” observes Goldie, who retired after
teaching fifth grade for 28 years.

With a $300,000 gift, the couple
established the Goldie Brenner Swartz
’51 and Howard Swartz Scholarship. The
first scholarship, to be awarded in the
fall of 2007, “will cover tuition, room
and board, and a little more,” explains
Howard, a retired consultant who is
himself visually impaired and admits to
having struggled through school because
of his disability.

The donation from the Longboat
Key, Fla., residents was added to
UAlbany’s Inaugural Scholarship Fund.

Currently, more than 460 students
are registered with the University’s
Office of Disabled Student Services.
Through the office, which was estab-
lished in 1974, more than 1,200 students
with disabilities have gone on to gradu-
ate and embark on careers.

Philanthropy
Gifts at Work

By Carol Olechowski

UAlbany Fund Tops 
$3.1 Million
For the UAlbany Fund, 2005–06 was a
banner year, with gifts and pledges raised
by the annual giving campaign’s June 30
conclusion exceeding $3.1 million.

The UAlbany Fund — the
University’s most flexible source of rev-
enue — supports a number of initiatives,
including internships, student life, faculty
development, smart classrooms, technol-

ogy laboratories and career counseling.
More than $1 million of the total was

generated by students in the UAlbany
Fund Call Center — “an impressive
achievement and a testament to the great
work of the fund staff, and of all of our
talented and committed students,” Vice
President for University Development
Deborah A.W. Read observed. UAlbany
Fund Director Dan Doyle, B.A.’97,
M.A.’04, pointed out that the University
relies on private support to remain com-
petitive. “Our callers do a phenomenal
job getting the message out. It’s reward-
ing to see our alumni and parents
responding so positively.”

The University’s other funding
sources include direct mail, faculty/staff
appeals, personal outreach, and unre-
stricted corporate and foundation gifts.

First Niagara Bank
Foundation Supports 
Cancer Center
With a $50,000 gift to UAlbany’s
Gen*NY*Sis Center for Excellence in
Cancer Genomics, First Niagara Bank
Foundation is doing its part to advance
the search for a cure for cancer. The
donation, presented March 29, was ear-
marked for the purchase of high-tech
laboratory equipment for use by center
scientists, who are working to discover
the genetic origins of cancer with the goal
of finding a cure.

“We realized how 
satisfying it would 
be to help a student
who was visually
handicapped.”
— Goldie Brenner Swartz

Iona Armour, left, and
Domineque Lopez

Students at the Call Center
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