
Atop partner in a leading interna-

tional law firm, John R. Fallon,

Jr., B.A.’77, M.P.A.’81, has mastered the

art of handling major transactions,

acquisitions and financings.

Whether it is managing a refinery

acquisition for one of Europe’s major oil

and gas producers or handling the

financing of American hospitals and

nursing homes for health care providers

and real estate investment trusts, Fallon

brings to the table the legal, communi-

cation and organizational skills that

lead to success.

Now, he is also putting his skills and

his generosity to work for the University

at Albany. One of his aims is to further

bolster the success of UAlbany’s men’s

lacrosse team, which earned an NCAA

tournament berth for the second time in

a row this past spring.

A four-year lacrosse player himself

as a UAlbany undergraduate, Fallon is

contributing $250,000 to help finance a

new all-weather lacrosse field for the

men’s and women’s teams. His enthusi-

asm for the project is clear.

“The field will have the same syn-

thetic turf as the teams played on for

the NCAA championship,” notes

Fallon. “On our current grass field, in

the spring, you can’t do anything on it.

There’s too much water, too much

snow, too much residue. But when we

have the new all-weather field, the

teams can get out there practicing soon-

er and we could have some of the early

season games played here — as

opposed to playing on the road.

“This year, the first half of the season

was on the road. The team did well on

the road, but you have got to think that

they’d be playing even better if they

were here. Plus, from a recruiting stand-

point, it helps to have your own field

that’s an all-weather field. Teams like

Hopkins and Syracuse will agree to

come here to play us, as opposed to our

having to travel to their fields.”

The University is developing a mas-

ter plan for improving athletics facilities

over the next five to ten years. The all-

weather lacrosse field is the first of

many projects, says Director of Athletics

and Recreation Lee McElroy, that he

envisions to strengthen the University’s

athletics programs. 

By MARY FIESS

“Implementing the

athletics facilities master

plan will enhance insti-

tutional pride, tradition

and excellence. We are

immensely grateful for

John’s support. We have

done well with our exist-

ing facilities, but if we

are going to compete at

the national level, we

have got to have better

facilities. Private support

is vital for accomplishing

our goals,” said McElroy.

When the field is com-

pleted, it will be named

after Fallon in recogni-

tion of his gift.

“I feel very fortunate that I’m in the

position to contribute back to the

University,” says Fallon, who today is a

partner in the New York City offices of

LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene and MacRae,

LLP, and a senior member of the firm’s

corporate department.

As an undergraduate at UAlbany,

Fallon juggled his studies, part-time

bartending jobs, lacrosse and football.

He “had a lot of interest in public serv-

ice” at the time, he recalls, and he

worked for Kemp Hannon, who is now

a New York State senator and chair of

the Senate Health Committee. Back

then, Hannon was a freshman assem-

blyman from Fallon’s Long Island dis-

trict. Fallon graduated cum laude with a

bachelor’s degree in political science in

1977. Four years later, through a joint

program, he earned a master of public

administration degree from the

University and his law degree from

Albany Law School.

Fallon’s been contributing his time

and energy to the University since 1998,

when Gov. George Pataki appointed

him to the University Council. One

responsibility of the Council is to

organize presidential searches and sub-

mit recommendations to the State

University of New York chancellor and

trustees; Fallon is a member of the

Presidential Search Committee charged

with recruiting a successor to Karen R.

Hitchcock. He is also a member of the

board of directors of the University at

Albany Foundation, which is UAlbany’s

philanthropic arm.

Fallon spends his “free time” with his

3-year old daughter, Kiley, and his wife,

Elizabeth. A former banker, Elizabeth

worked with UAlbany major gifts officer

Mary Johnson to plan the barbecue

event which the Fallon family hosted for

Long Island alumni at their East

Hampton summer home August 21st.

Join the
Club!
With his gift of

$250,000,

alumnus John

Fallon

becomes a

member of the

John M. Sayles

Society, one of several select clubs

recognizing major gifts to the

University at Albany. Sayles was

president of the New York State

College for Teachers, UAlbany’s

predecessor institution, from 1941 to

1947. UAlbany’s giving clubs:

The President’s Club
David Perkins 

Page Society $10,000 - $24,999

Founder $5,000 - $9,999

Sponsor $2,500 - $4,999

Member $1,000 - $2,499

Minerva Club $500 - $999

Carillon Club $250 - $499

Albany Club $100 - $249

The Excelsior Circle
Evan Revere Collins Society

$1,000,000+

Abram Brubacher Society

$500,000 - $999,999

John M. Sayles Society

$250,000 - $499,999

William J. Milne Society

$100,000 - $249,999

Edward P. Waterbury Society

$25,000 - $99,999

For more information about the

UAlbany Fund and its recognition

clubs: Phone: 1-800-577-7869 

Fax: 1-518-442-4014 

E-mail: uafund@uamail.albany.edu

website: http://www.albany.edu/

giving/ualbanyfund.htm
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Fallon Still Playing for the UAlbany Team

Alumnus John Fallon, right, has contributed $250,000 to help finance an all-weather lacrosse field
for UAlbany. Director of Athletics and Recreation Lee McElroy, left, says it is the first of many proj-
ects that will help University athletes compete at the national level. 
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