MODULE 5

INTEGRATING THE ESL STUDENT

 INTO THE GENERAL CLASSROOM

Purposes

To illustrate characteristics of school content areas in terms of ease or difficulty for ESL students, to exemplify principles for assisting ESL students, and demonstrate how to ease new ESL students into mainstream classrooms.

Materials

The following transparencies:

1. “What Makes Content Easy or Hard for ESL Students”?

2. “Three Principles Which Help ESL Students in Classrooms”

3. “First Days”

Procedures

1. Display Transparency 1.  Ask participants what characteristics of computer literacy classrooms would be advantageous for ESL learners.  Record responses in the “easy” column.  (Possible responses:  Students can work at own pace; students may work in pairs; computers are motivating; they may have relevant experience from computer games;  software may have graphics to aid understanding). Next, ask for suggestions about what makes it difficult for ESL students to learn in computer literacy classes.  (Possible responses: Must be able to read text and instructions; generally cannot read manuals for help; some programs are not user friendly).

2. Note that such a T-list format may be used to brainstorm difficulties that ESL learners can be expected to encounter in Math, Science, Social Studies, and English Language Arts classes.  One way to help ESL students in all these content areas is to increase use of hands on, visually accessible and multicultural activities.

3. Display Transparency 2 and tell participants that these are three crucially important principles in working with ESL students.  If these three principles are built into classrooms they will help ESL students learn both academic language and content.  Discuss each of the principles and ask participants for examples of strategies they already use to implement these principles in their classrooms.  Note the following points:

· Increased comprehensibility:  Provide non-verbal clues to meaning such as gestures, demonstrations, pictures, graphic organizers.  Provide frequent comprehension checks.

Increase interaction:  ESL students often understand better in one-on-one interactions or small groups where they can follow conversation better and indicate when they don’t understand.

· Increase thinking skills: Proficiency in analysis, synthesis, and evaluation and the language to discuss them are required for academic success.  Graphic organizers can be used to provide visual support for some of these concepts.

4. Tell participants they will spend a few minutes considering steps they might take during the first days that an ESL student is in the classroom.

Display Transparency 3.  Discuss the suggestions. Ask participants for their own ideas and their own experiences with ESL students.

Further reading
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New York State Education Department.  2000.  The teaching of language arts to limited English proficient/English language learners: A resource guide for all teachers.  Albany, NY:  Author.

_______________________________

Portions of this module are adapted from Enriching content classes for secondary ESOL students (pp 48-71, passim and 283-317, passim) by Judith H. Jameson, 1999.  Washington, D.C. and McHenry, IL: Center for Applied Linguistics and Delta Systems Co., Inc.   Adapted with permission.
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