Brief Introduction of

 Middle School English Teaching in China
Jianhua Fei
  1. English is the most important foreign language in China

(1)The new College Entrance Examination “3+x” puts English as one of the 3 most important subjects.

(2)English is taught in primary school years and even as early as kindergarten.

(3) English tends to be the most important general requirement in colleges.

  2. Demands from Syllabus of Middle School English Teaching

   (1) Listening:

Be able to understand basic classroom English, teachers’ presentations and listening materials.

Listening speed: 120 words per minute

Extensive listening hours: over 40 hours

       (2) Speaking:

     Be able to answer questions and make up basic dialogues. 

       (3) Reading:

     Be able to read passages with less than 3% new words.

     Reading speed: 50-70 words per minute

     Besides student’s book, one student should read over 400,000 words in three years.

       (4) Writing:

     Students can basically write daily used articles such as letters, messages etc.

They can translate graphs and pictures into writing. 

Dictation speed: 10-20 words per minute.

       (5)Vocabulary:

Functional words: 800

Notional words: 400-500 

Expressions: 200

(from www.pep.com.cn )

3. Problems of Middle School English Teaching in China

   (1) A lack of qualified language teachers

 (2) The high student to teacher ratio
 (3)Test-oriented learning and teaching

4. English Teaching Evolution in Middle Schools

(1) Bilingual teaching experiments are going on in China. 

(2) Teachers and schools have more freedom to choose the textbooks they prefer.

(3) More schools are experimenting with small-class teaching 

(4) English oral test is required

Problems That Chinese ESL Middle School Students

Usually Face in USA
Jianhua Fei
1. Several factors which usually influence Chinese ESL students’ language ability

(1) Limited vocabulary

(2) Lack of communicative competence

(3) Lack of cultural background

2. Several factors which usually confuse Chinese ESL students

(1)The differences between formal English and informal English

(2)The differences between American English and British English

(3)The differences between Chinese grammar and English grammar

Cultural Capsule
1. China is not like what Chinatown in the US looks like.

2. Chinese students tend to be quieter but not always.

3. From their parents, Chinese students can not only get more help but more pressure in their study.

4. If a Chinese student has some trouble in his study, usually they will not go to their teachers quickly for help and will try to solve the problems themselves.

5. Educated Chinese parents will try to know what their kids are learning about and sometimes will give them extra work to do after school.

