FACTS ABOUT CHINA
Capital

Beijing, northeast of China.

Location

East Asia, west of Japan, south of Mongolia.

Territorial area
  9.6 square km, third largest country in the world.

Population
  1,295.33, the largest in the world. 51.63% males.

Life-span on average: 71 years old.

National day
October, 1 because the People’s Republic of China was founded on October 1, 1949.

Languages
Putong Hua (Mandarin) is the official language. There are however, as many as 50 other dialects.

Ethnic Groups
Han people are the largest(over 90%). There are 56 ethnic groups in China.

Literacy Rate
81.5% by 1995, but not evenly distributed, ranging from 38.5%(Tibet) to 91.5%(Shanghai).

Confucius

Who: Confucius (born Kong Qiu, styled Zhong Ni) lived in 551 B.C. ‑ 479 B.C., China. Confucius is a name given by Western missionary, which has no meaning to the Chinese. The Chinese people call him Kong Fuzi or Kong Zi or Master Kong. 

What: Confucianism is often characterized as a system of social and ethical philosophy rather than a religion. In fact, Confucianism was built on an ancient religious foundation to establish the social values, institutions, and transcendent ideals of traditional Chinese society. Its institutions were not a separate church, but those of society, family, school, and state; its priests were not separate liturgical specialists, but parents, teachers, and officials. Confucianism was part of the Chinese social fabric and way of life; to Confucians, everyday life was the arena of religion. 

Confucius teachings:

Education as a way to become a gentleman with integrity, righteousness, loyalty, altruism, and goodness. He maintained that the molding of the personality was of prime importance in education, and everything else followed from this. Self cultivation involved not only educating oneself, but also picking up on the good traits in others and imitating them To Confucius, imitation of successful people was a very important aspect of good government (thus his emphasis on the learning of history). A good knowledge of ritual could only be acquired through study. 

Social order and proper conduct are key to harmony, happiness and peace. All human relationships involved a set of defined roles and mutual obligations; each participant should understand and conform to his/her proper role. Starting from individual and family, people acting rightly could reform and perfect the society. If people could learn to perform their familial roles properly, they would in turn be able to perform their roles in society and government properly (4:20, Analects). The five relationships:      

emperor to subject 

      
father to son 

      
husband to wife 

      
elder brother to younger brother 

      
friend to friend 

Proper conduct has 4 basic ideas: moderation, agreement of names with deeds, the family, and age. 

Filial piety consisted of obedience to, respect for, and loyalty to one's parents. Filial piety was so important, in fact, that Confucius felt that it should be considered more important than the law. 

Communication Behavior of Chinese Speakers

· Delay or hesitation in response: Students may be unsure of an answer or unfamiliar with the discourse style, or they may simply feel disengaged and lost.

· Frequent topic shifts and poor topic maintenance: Students may not have sufficient knowledge to maintain the topic, not be familiar with the rules for gaining the floor of the classroom, or simply fear and avoid interactions.

· Inappropriate nonverbal expressions: Students may avoid eye contact with adults (a sign of respect in Asian culture), frown (in concentration, as opposed to displeasure), or giggle (from embarrassment or lack of understanding, not in response to something perceived as humorous). 

· Short responses: Students may not be proficient enough to reply in long, cohesive utterances, or they may be too shy to respond, or may not have enough info to respond to the question.

· Use of a soft‑spoken voice: A loud voice may signal disrespect in some Asian cultures. In Chinese culture, children are taught to speak less and listen more in front of elders. They seldom have a voice at home.

· Taking few risks: Students may fear being embarrassed or ridiculed by saying something foolish.

· Lack of participation & failure to offer information: in Chinese classrooms volunteering information may be considered bold. Teacher centered teaching is the mold. You are there to learn and imitate, not offer your own. Or simply, they could not offer anything because it’s all so new.

· Embarrassment over praise: Students' native culture may regard humility and self‑criticism highly. Chinese parents don’t praise children often. There is always room for improvement. Effort is everything. If you make enough effort you should have got the highest grade or beyond. It was reported, US kids spent less time on academic activities per day, per year than Chinese kid.

· Atypical greeting rituals: Students may appear impolite or unfriendly because they look down (out of respect or fear) when the teacher approaches instead of offering a greeting. 

Characteristics of their behavior
·  They were taught to respect elders;

·  defer gratification and defer to discipline;

·  respect authority, such as teachers, police etc.;

·  value education achievement; the ticket to better life.

·  moderation, self control; 

·  seek conformity.

Learning Style

·  field-dependent or structure-oriented learning;

·  with definite goals and specific tasks; 

·  a lot of rote memorization, drill;

·  refrain from offering opinion in a subjective questioning or opinion-based instruction, not critical.

Nonverbal signals are important in Asian community. They tuned to the moods of others, expecting others to do the same. They avoid critical remarks, refrain from offenses & ‘no’s, verbal hesitancy, ambiguity But head nodding and smiles, lack of eye contact do NOT equal to consent. Attention to nonverbal cues in the context.

You should try to
· know your culture better so you can explore theirs. Learn about all aspects of the students' cultures, and develop an appreciation for their cultural beliefs, perceptions, and values. Try to learn to speak a few words of their native language. You might gain the access if not their  respect and trust. Visit their homes to gain insight.

· Understand and take account of students' backgrounds. Make no assumptions about what students know or do not know especially if she/he is new in this country. This will help you in you instruction.

· Consider the individual first because more often the ethnic identity of Asian children is often based on their relations to their group. While it is important to incorporate the student's culture in an effective manner, focusing on the individual rather than a group is more effective. Also focus on group is a practice that goes against American own cultural system. Expect frustration and possible misunderstandings. 

· Facilitate students' transition into mainstream culture through activities like discussions of culturally unique experiences and celebrations, such as birthday parties and Thanksgiving. Introduce to them and their parent American cultural practice such as parental involvement in education.

· Nurture the students' bi-cultural identity by infusing the curriculum with multi-cultural elements and telling stories of famous people from both Chinese and other ethnic groups. Make them proud of their own. 

· Encourage students to join social organizations to increase their exposure to language as a social tool and to different types of discourse. Set up a phone tree. Use English proficient students as interpreters to get to know their parents. 
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