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Thank you for participating in The University at Albany's  
2011 Graduate Student Assessment Survey. 

 
All survey participants will have a chance to win a $250.00 cash prize: 

simply click "yes" on the final survey screen to enter the drawing. 
 
 Part I: Overall Satisfaction 
 
Q1 How satisfied are you with the overall quality of graduate education in your program?
    Very Dissatisfied 
    Somewhat Dissatisfied
    Neither Satisfied nor Dissatisfied
    Somewhat Satisfied 
    Very Satisfied 
 
Q1a Compared to your expectations, your academic experiences at UAlbany have :
    Exceeded your expectations
    Met your expectations
    Not met your expectations
 
Q1b At the time you applied for graduate school, UAlbany was your:
    First Choice 
    Second Choice 
    Third Choice 
    Fourth or Lower Choice
 
Q1c If you could start over, would you choose UAlbany again?
    Definitely yes 
    Probably yes 
    Uncertain 
    Probably no 
    Definitely no 
 
  Please use this space to 

explain your response to 
the previous question. 

_______________________________
_______________________________ 

 

 
Q1d If you could start over, would you choose the same field of study again? 
    Definitely yes 
    Probably yes 
    Uncertain 
    Probably no 
    Definitely no 



 
Q1e Would you recommend UAlbany to someone considering your program? 
    Definitely yes 
    Probably yes 
    Uncertain 
    Probably no 
    Definitely no 
 
  Please use this space to 

explain your response to 
the previous questions. 

_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________ 

 

 
Q1f How important were the following factors in influencing your decision to attend UAlbany?
  Not at All 

Important
Slightly 

Important
Moderately 
Important

Very 
Important 

 Extremely 
Important

 Opportunity to work with a 
particular faculty member 

           

 Overall reputation of the 
faculty in my field or 
subfield 

           

 Quality of facilities or labs 
in my department 

           

 Quality of academic 
facilities overall 

           

 Financial support offer            
 Overall affordability            
 Location            
 
Q1g Toward what degree(s) are you currently working?
    Ph.D. 
    Master's Degree 
    Certificate 
 
Q1h Please check the box for each milestone you have passed by today (please check all that 

apply): 
    Completed all required course work
    Completed first qualifying or comprehensive examination, if applicable 
    Completed all qualifying or comprehensive examinations, if applicable 
    Have a dissertation committee in place
    Completed dissertation proposal or prospectus
    Completed field work and/or other research necessary for dissertation 
    Have at least two dissertation chapters written
    Have a complete, or almost-complete, dissertation draft written
 



 
 Part II: Graduate Instruction and Faculty Characteristics 
 
Q2a Please rate the following aspects of faculty instruction in your program or department.  

 
  Poor Fair Good  Very Good Excellent
 Overall rating of faculty in your 

program 
           

 Overall faculty knowledge of the field            
 Faculty up-to-date with latest 

developments in the discipline 
           

 Faculty teaching ability            
 Overall quality of the curriculum            
 Faculty expertise in research 

methods 
           

 Faculty use of innovative 
instructional methods 

           

 Faculty supportiveness of students            
 Faculty availability outside the 

classroom 
           

 
Q2b Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements. 
  Strongly 

Disagree
Disagree Neutral  Agree Strongly 

Agree
 Core courses provide a theoretical 

foundation in my field or discipline.
           

 Courses prepare me to conduct 
research in my field or discipline. 

           

 Course readings are relevant to 
program content. 

           

 Course readings include the latest 
developments in the discipline. 

           

 I have had written assignments that 
prepared me to publish in the 
discipline. 

           

 The course workload is manageable.            
 Instructor expectations for student 

work are unreasonably high. 
           

 Instructor expectations for student 
work are not challenging enough.

           

 Courses provide preparation for 
post-graduation careers. 

           

 Opportunities exist for 
interdisciplinary work. 

           

 
Q2c Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements. 
  Strongly 

Disagree
Disagree Neutral  Agree Strongly 

Agree
 My program's requirements are 

appropriate and well-defined. 
           

 My program's core course 
requirements provide adequate 
preparation for subsequent courses.

           

 My program's curriculum provides a 
balanced scope of material needed 
for overall graduate-level 
competency in my area of 
specialization. 

           

 Required courses are offered 
regularly and as needed to progress 
through the program. 

           



 My progress in the program was 
slowed by inadequate offerings of 
required courses. 

           

 
Q2d Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements. 
  Strongly 

Disagree
Disagree Neutral Agree  Strongly 

Agree 
Don't 
Know

 Faculty in my program are 
among the leaders in their field. 

             

 Faculty in my field publish in 
the top journals in their field. 

             

 Faculty in my program are 
models of academic integrity 
and professional ethics. 

             

 
 
 Part III: Advisement and Faculty Mentoring 
 
Q3a Please evaluate the quality of your program's academic advisement on the following 

criteria: 
  Poor Fair Good  Very Good Excellent
 Overall rating of faculty advisement 

in your program 
           

 Advisor(s) knowledge of the content 
of courses in your program 

           

 Advisor(s) knowledge of the 
usefulness of courses in your 
program 

           

 Advisor(s) knowledge of curricular 
requirements in your program 

           

 Overall quality of curriculum and 
program advising that you receive

           

 Overall relationship with your 
advisor(s) 

           

 
Q3b Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements about the 

quality of your program's faculty mentoring.   
 
Faculty members in my program...

  Strongly 
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree 

Not 
Applicable

 Advise me on academic 
matters. 

            

 Discuss my research with 
me on a regular basis. 

            

 Are approachable.             
 Help me identify potential 

sources of financial 
support. 

            

 Help me negotiate the 
challenges of graduate 
school. 

            

 Help direct my search for 
professional employment 
in my field. 

            

 Are sensitive to my unique 
needs. 

            

 Are available to mentor 
graduate students. 

            

 Help me prepare for my 
comprehensive exams. 

            

 



 
Q3c Do you currently have a dissertation or thesis advisor?
    Yes 
    No 
 
Q3d What is your overall rating of your thesis or dissertation advisor? 
    Poor 
    Fair 
    Good 
    Very Good 
    Excellent 
 
Q3e Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements. 

 
My dissertation or thesis advisor...

  Strongly 
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree  Strongly 
Agree 

Not 
Applicable

 Helps me identify a 
suitable research topic. 

             

 Helps me develop my 
ideas into a workable 
proposal or prospectus. 

             

 Helps me design and 
implement my research 
plan. 

             

 Reads my drafts and 
provides feedback 
promptly. 

             

 Helps with my transition 
into a role as professional 
or academic in my field. 

             

 Encourages me to present 
my work at conferences. 

             

 Encourages me to submit 
my work for publication. 

             

 Collaborates with me on 
research for presentation 
or publication. 

             

 



 
 Part IV: Research Opportunities 
 
Q4a How satisfied are you with the way your department or program has provided you with 

opportunities to: 
  Very 

Dissatisfied
Dissatisfied Neutral Satisfied  Very 

Satisfied 
Not 

Applicable
 Develop research skills              
 Conduct independent 

research 
             

 Obtain faculty mentoring 
in developing research 
skills 

             

 Pursue my own research 
interests 

             

 Learn about other 
research conducted at 
UAlbany (e.g., colloquia, 
brown bags) 

             

 Learn about research 
conducted outside 
UAlbany (e.g., guest 
speakers) 

             

 Collaborate with peers              
 Collaborate with faculty or 

students from other 
departments 

             

 
Q4b How satisfied are you with the way your department or program has prepared you to...
  Very 

Dissatisfied
Dissatisfied Neutral Satisfied  Very 

Satisfied 
Not 

Applicable
 Write proposals to obtain 

funding 
             

 Present your research to 
academic audiences 

             

 Present your research to 
non-academic audiences 

             

 Prepare articles or 
manuscripts for 
publication in scholarly 
journals 

             

 Forge professional 
connections and networks 

             

 
Q4c During your time as a graduate student at UAlbany, have you... (please check all that apply)
  Yes, in the 

Current 
Academic Year

 Yes, in a 
Previous Year 

 No, Never  

 Presented at a regional or 
national academic conference in 
your field 

         

 Had an article accepted for 
publication in a peer-reviewed 
journal 

         

 Submitted an article for 
publication in a peer-reviewed 
journal 

         

 Performed (or had your work 
performed) in a musical or 
theatrical presentation 

         

 Presented in an art exhibit          
 



 
 Part V: Research & Teaching Appointments/Financial Aid 
 
Q5a During your time as a graduate student at UAlbany, have you... (please check all that apply)
  Yes, in the 

Current 
Academic Year

 Yes, in a 
Previous Year 

 No, Never  

 Served as a teaching assistant          
 Received a Diversity 

Teaching/Research Fellowship 
         

 Served as an administrative 
graduate assistant 

         

 Served as a department-funded 
research assistant 

         

 Served as a grant-funded 
research assistant 

         

 Served as a part-time instructor          
 Received an equal opportunity 

tuition scholarship (GTOP) 
         

 Received a fellowship from an 
external source 

         

 Received a state-funded 
fellowship (other than Diversity) 

         

 Other (please specify below)          
  (Other) _________________________________________________________ 
 
Q5b Thinking of the current academic year, please estimate the percentage of your graduate 

tuition and expenses that were met by the following funding categories: 
  0-10% 11-20% 21-40% 41-60% 61-80% 81-100%
 Teaching assistantship             
 Diversity Teaching/Research 

Fellowship 
            

 Administrative graduate 
assistantship 

            

 Department-funded research 
assistantship 

            

 Grant-funded research 
assistantship 

            

 Part-time instructor position             
 Equal opportunity tuition 

scholarship (GTOP) 
            

 Fellowship from an external 
source 

            

 State-funded fellowship (other 
than Diversity) 

            

 Loans (all sources)             
 Assistance from family             
 Personal funds             
 Other (please specify below)             
  (Other) _________________________________________________________ 
 



 
Q5c If you have taught at UAlbany while in graduate school, please indicate whether you 

agree or disagree with the following statements. (If you have not taught while in graduate 
school, please continue with question Q5d.)

  Strongly 
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree  Strongly 
Agree 

Not 
Applicable

 I am satisfied with the 
quality of my graduate 
program's training and 
guidance for teaching 
assistants. 

             

 I have received adequate 
formal instruction in 
teaching. 

             

 I have received adequate 
formal supervision and 
evaluation regarding my 
teaching. 

             

 My teaching experience 
was in subjects related to 
my research expertise. 

             

 My teaching experience 
contributed to my 
professional development 
in my field. 

             

 My teaching experience 
contributed to my 
intellectual development 
in my field. 

             

 
Q5d If you have served as a research assistant at UAlbany while in graduate school, please 

indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements. (If you have not 
served as a research assistant, please continue with question Q5e.)

  Strongly 
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree 

Not 
Applicabl

e
 I am satisfied with the quality of 

my graduate program's training 
and guidance for research 
assistants. 

            

 I have received adequate 
formal supervision and 
evaluation regarding my 
research assistantships. 

            

 My research assistantship was 
in subjects related to my 
research expertise. 

            

 My research assistantship 
contributed to my professional 
development in my field. 

            

 My assistantship contributed to 
my intellectual development in 
my field.  

            

 My assistantship was with my 
advisor. 

            

 My assistantship led to 
research presentations or 
publications. 

            

 



 
 Q5e During the current semester, how many hours do you 

work in a typical week at an assistantship? (Please 
type a single number that represents your best guess of a 
typical week.) 

___________  

 
 Q5f During the current semester, how many hours do you 

work in a typical week at any other job, on- or 
off-campus? (Please type a single number that 
represents your best guess of a typical week.)

___________  

 
Q5g If you have any additional comments about your financial situation at UAlbany, please 

include them here. 
 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

 



 
 Part VI: Facilities, Resources and Services 
 
Q6a How satisfied are you with the quality or availability of the following academic or research 

resources provided by your program or UAlbany?
  Very 

Dissatisfied
Dissatisfied Neutral Satisfied Very 

Satisfied 
Have Not 

Used
 Personal work space             
 Computer resources and 

facilities 
            

 University web resources             
 University e-mail system             
 Access to relevant 

software 
            

 Laboratories or other 
research space or 
equipment 

            

 
Q6b How satisfied are you with the quality or availability of the following non-academic 

resources provided by your program or UAlbany?
  Very 

Dissatisfied
Dissatisfied Neutral Satisfied Very 

Satisfied 
Have Not 

Used
 Lounges or study areas 

at your department 
            

 Campus Center facilities             
 Dining facilities             
 Parking facilities             
 UAlbany bus service             
 Public (CDTA) bus 

service to or from 
campus 

            

 Office of Financial Aid 
(quality of service, not 
the level of financial 
support) 

            

 
Q6c How satisfied are you with the quality of library facilities, services and resources 

provided by your program or UAlbany?
  Very 

Dissatisfied
Dissatisfied Neutral Satisfied Very 

Satisfied 
Have Not 

Used
 Quality of the UAlbany 

library 
            

 Quality of field-specific 
library, if applicable 

            

 Quality of library book and 
serial collections 

            

 Quality of library reference 
services 

            

 Quality of inter-library loan 
programs 

            

 
Q6d How many times this year have you used the following services?
  Never Once 2-3 Times 4-6 Times Once a Month 

or More
 The Office of Graduate 

Studies 
          

 The Graduate Student 
Organization 

          

 Health Center facilities or 
services 

          

 Counseling Center 
facilities or services 

          



 The Institute for 
Teaching, Learning & 
Academic Leadership 
(ITLAL) 

          

 The Career Development 
Center 

          

 The Disability Resource 
Center 

          

 International Student 
Services 

          

 
Q6e How would you rate the services you received from the following offices or 

organizations? 
  Poor Fair Good Very Good Excellent Have Not 

Used
 The Office of Graduate 

Studies 
            

 The Graduate Student 
Organization 

            

 Health Center facilities or 
services 

            

 Counseling Center 
facilities or services 

            

 The Institute for 
Teaching, Learning & 
Academic Leadership 
(ITLAL) 

            

 The Career Development 
Center 

            

 The Disability Resource 
Center 

            

 International Student 
Services 

            

 
Q6f Do you have any additional comments about existing services at UAlbany? 
 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

 
Q6g Are there any services that UAlbany or your program do not currently offer, that you 

would like them to? 
 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

 



 
 Part VII: Program/Campus Climate 
 
Q7a Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements about faculty 

and graduate student relations in your program.
  Strongly 

Disagree
Disagree Neutral Agree  Strongly 

Agree
 Faculty in my program treat 

graduate students with respect 
and collegiality. 

           

 Faculty in my program manage 
their methodological or 
ideological disagreements in a 
professional manner. 

           

 Faculty in my program 
sometimes allow their 
methodological or ideological 
disagreements to impact 
negatively on their relations 
with students. 

           

 There is a sense of community 
among faculty and graduate 
students. 

           

 
Q7b Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements about 

respect for diversity in your program.
  Strongly 

Disagree
Disagree Neutral Agree  Strongly 

Agree
 Faculty in my program respect 

graduate students regardless of 
race, ethnicity or citizenship. 

           

 Faculty in my program respect 
graduate students regardless of 
sex or gender. 

           

 Faculty in my program respect 
graduate students regardless of 
sexual orientation or identity. 

           

 Faculty in my program respect 
graduate students regardless of 
disability. 

           

 Faculty in my program respect 
graduate students regardless of 
religious beliefs or practice. 

           

 Faculty in my program respect 
graduate students regardless of 
political views or ideology. 

           

 
Q7c Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements about 

graduate student voice and equity in your program.
  Strongly 

Disagree
Disagree Neutral Agree  Strongly 

Agree 
Don't 
Know

 Graduate students in my 
program are consulted about 
issues that concern them. 

             

 Graduate students are 
represented at faculty 
meetings. 

             

 Graduate students are 
represented on department 
committees. 

             

 My department or program has 
an effective, formal procedure 
for addressing student-faculty 
disputes. 

             



 Graduate students in my 
program are treated equitably 
and fairly by the faculty. 

             

 Financial resources are 
distributed fairly within my 
department/program. 

             

 Generally, the morale of 
graduate students in my 
program is positive. 

             

 
Q7d If you have any additional comments about the climate in your program please include 

them here. 
 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

 



 
 Part VIII: Campus Life/ Off-Campus Life 
 
Q8a During your time as a graduate student at UAlbany, have you (please check all that apply)...
  Yes, in the 

Current Academic 
Year 

 Yes, in a Previous 
Year 

 No, Never  

 Attended events sponsored by 
the Graduate Student 
Organization? 

         

 Attended events sponsored by 
your own program's graduate 
student group? 

         

 Attended events sponsored by a 
student organization related to 
your race, ethnicity, religion, 
political views or national origin? 

         

 Served in a leadership role in a 
student organization? 

         

 
Q8b How satisfied are you with the overall academic, social, and extracurricular activities 

currently available on campus?
    Very Dissatisfied 
    Somewhat Dissatisfied
    Neutral
    Somewhat Satisfied 
    Very Satisfied 
 
Q8c What other activities or groups would you like to have at UAlbany?  
 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
 
Q8d Below is a list of responsibilities that sometimes present obstacles or challenges for 

graduate students trying to progress through their programs. Please indicate for each 
one whether it has been or has not been a challenge for you.

  Not a 
Challenge

A Minor 
Challenge

A Major 
Challenge 

 Not 
Applicable

 Work commitments, off-campus job          
 Work commitments, on-campus job 

(including assistantships) 
         

 Family and parenting obligations          
 Financial stresses          
 The need to work at an unrelated job 

during the summers 
         

 (Problems with) faculty advisement 
or mentoring 

         

 (Problems with) program structure or 
requirements 

         

 (Problems with) course scheduling          
 (Problems with) immigration 

regulations 
         

 (Problems with) housing          
 (Problems with) transportation          
 
Q8e What could UAlbany or your program do or have done better to help you meet these 

challenges? 
 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

 



 
 Part IX: Professional Development and Placement 
 
Q9a How well has your program prepared you to...
  Very Poorly Poorly Neutral Well Very Well Not 

Applicable
 Succeed in an 

academic career 
following graduation 

            

 Succeed in a 
non-academic career 
following graduation 

            

 Work with people of 
varied educational 
levels 

            

 Work with people of 
diverse backgrounds 

            

 Adhere to research 
and/or professional 
ethics 

            

 Search for a job             
 Prepare a curriculum 

vitae or resume 
            

 Prepare for a job 
interview 

            

 
Q9b How satisfied are you with your department or program with regard to the following 

professional development issues?
  Very 

Dissatisfied
Dissatisfied Neutral Satisfied Very 

Satisfied 
Not 

Applicable
 Availability of 

internships or applied 
training in my field 

            

 Quality of internships or 
applied training in my 
field 

            

 Quality of advice on 
career options in 
academia 

            

 Quality of advice on 
career options outside 
of academia 

            

 
Q9c After completing your degree or certificate at UAlbany, will you immediately continue to 

pursue another degree or certificate?
    Yes 
    No 
 
Q9d What additional degree(s) or certificate(s) will you pursue after you complete your current 

degree or certificate? Please check all that apply.
    MA 
    MS 
    MBA 
    Other professional master's degree (e.g., MSW, MPA, MPP, etc.)
    Law Degree 
    Medical Degree (including MD, nursing, PA, dental, veterinary, chiropractic, podiatry, etc.)
    Ph.D. or other non-medical doctorate
    Certificate or other non-degree post-baccalaureate
  Other (Please 

specify): 
_____________________________
_____________________________

  

 



Q9e Please tell us just a bit more about your plans:
  Field of Study _________________________________________________ 
  Name of School (if known) _________________________________________________ 
  Location of School (if known: 

city, state, country) 
_________________________________________________ 

 
Q9f What is your primary post-graduation plan or activity?
    A post-doctoral fellowship    A non-research job in 

government (including the 
military)

 

    An academic job, with teaching as 
primary focus 

   A non-research job in the 
private sector

 

    An academic job with research as 
primary focus 

   A job in the not-for-profit 
sector

 

    An academic job with equal focus 
on teaching and research

   Self-employment or work in 
a family business

 

    A research job with the government    Travel, time off, or family 
time

 

    A research job in the private sector     
  Other/Combination 

(Please Specify) 
_____________________________  

 
Q9g Please tell us just a bit more about your plans:
  Field of employment: _______________________________  
  Type of position (e.g., job title): _______________________________  
  Name of employer (if known): _______________________________  
  Location (City, State and Country, 

if known): 
_______________________________  

 
Q9h If you already have post-graduation employment lined up, what will your salary be?
    Less than $30,000   $70,000 to $79,999  
    $30,000 to $39,999   $80,000 to $89,999  
    $40,000 to $49,999   $90,000 to $99,999  
    $50,000 to $59,999   $100,000 or more  
    $60,000 to $69,999    
 
 Q9i If you have been offered 

a signing bonus, what 
was it? 

_________________________  

 
Q9j What would be the best telephone number or e-mail address to reach you in the future?
  Telephone Number: ___________________________________________________ 
  Non-UAlbany 

E-mail Address 
___________________________________________________ 

 
Q9k Please use the box below to type any comments you would like to make regarding your 

post-graduation plans or activities.
 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

 
Q9l Please use the box below to type any final comments you would like to make regarding 

any aspect of your graduate education at UAlbany.
 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

 



 
 Part X: Participation in Random Drawing 

 
 
 Would you like to be entered in the drawing for a chance to win a $250 cash prize?

 
    Yes, Please 
    No, Thanks 
 
 Thank you for completing this survey! 

 
Press the SUBMIT button below to save your responses. 

 
After submitting your responses, you will be re-directed  

to the UAlbany Graduate Studies home page. 
 


