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Letter from the Director 

Greetings fellow colleagues, associates, students, and alumni of the Institute for Mesoameri-
can Studies! With great pleasure, I write to you as the new director of the IMS. I look forward 
to guiding the institute in the coming year. 
 Over the past year, the Institute for Mesoamerican Studies continues to grow and thrive. 
As you will see in the contents of this newsletter, IMS members have been busy conducting 
research, winning awards, and publishing. About these you can read for yourself, but I want 
to call your attention to the IMS students distinguished themselves in professional organiza-
tions. At this year’s Society for Applied Anthropology meeting in Merida, Heidi Nichols won 
the Valene Smith Tourism Poster Award, which some of you may recall Sarah Taylor won 
last year. Also in Merida, Courtney Kurlanska won the Whiteford Prize, sponsored by Society 
for Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology. The paper will be published in a volume 
about microcredit and development. Winston Scott was awarded a Fulbright Fellowship to 
support dissertation research in Guatemala Q’eqchi’ Maya coffee plantation workers. Maria 
Diaz won a National Science Foundation research award for dissertation research in Florida 
on Guatemalan immigrants and tradition performance.  Archaeology student, Rebecca Men-
delssohn, won a prestigious National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship, 
which will support three years of coursework and research in Mesoamerica. These students’ 
work maintains the high standards of scholarship and represents the future of Mesoamerican 
research. 
 The IMS received a generous textile donation from Diane Palmer, who lived in Guatema-
la in the 1970s. The Palmer collection focuses on daily-wear clothing with pieces dating back 
into the 1930s. The collection will be available for research use. In February, two Kaqchikel 
Maya scholars, Gregorio Simon and Gregoria Icú, who specialized in Guatemalan textiles, 
assessed the Palmer collection, gave a lecture to Dr. Burrell’s “Introduction to Cultural An-
thropology” class, and participated in other IMS functions. 
 Looking to the future, the Institute for Mesoamerican Studies and the University of Colo-
rado Press is co-publishing IMS Monograph series. The collaboration with Colorado will help 
raise the monograph series profile and allow the institute to bring important Mesoamerican 
scholarship to a larger scholarly community. 
 
Best regards, 
 

 
 
 

Walter E. Little 
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The IMS has had a productive year and we are excited to announce our 32nd Annual Christopher 
DeCormier Scholarship Award Ceremony to be held at May 12th at 1:00pm. Lunch will be 
served after which we will hear from our scholarship recipients. This year’s IMS award winners 
include Sarah Taylor and Marx Navarro who each won the Christopher DeCormier Memorial 
Scholarship in Mesoamerican Studies. Rebecca Mendelsohn won the First Encounter Scholar-
ship for Mesoamerican Fieldwork. Jerald D. Ek has won the David Scotchmer Essay Award for 
his essay, "Classic Maya Urbanism: A GIS Approach to Site Planning, Demography, and Integra-
tion." 

Upcoming IMS Events 

George Aaron Broadwell 

offered in Fall 2010, and two 
dissertations are currently 
underway.  Kosuke Matsuka-
wa, an IMS associate, and 
past winner of a DeCormi-
er Scholarship, is currently in 
Oaxaca doing fieldwork on 
the closely related Chicahuax-
tla Triqui language. 

George Aaron Broadwell and 
the Albany Triqui Working 
Group are continuing to rec-
ord texts and prepare materials 
for an audio dictionary of the 
Copala Triqui language.  Co-
pala Triqui is an indigenous 
language of Oaxaca, Mexico, 
which is spoken by about 300-
400 immigrants to the Capital 
District. 
A course on Copala Triqui was 
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Nahuatl Theater Volume 4: 
Nahua Christianity in Perfor-
mance (co-editied and co-
translated with Barry D. Sell) 
was published in June, 2009 ( 
University of Oklahoma 
Press), bringing our four-
volume set to a close. The vol-
ume presents seven plays and a 
fragment of an eighth with 
Nahuatl transcriptions and 
English translations, notes, 
and introductory essays. The 
scripts demonstrated the range 
of dramatic genres performed 
in later colonial Nahua com-
munities, from Epiphany and 
Passion plays to history and 
morality plays. I am now pre-
paring a student-oriented, Eng-
lish-only, paperback edition of 
six Nahuatl plays, under con-
tract with Oklahoma, for a 
2011 publication. I also con-
tinue to work on a collabora-

tive project with Elizabeth 
Boone and David Tavárez ana-
lyzing Nahua pictorial cate-
chism from early colonial 
Tenochitlan. We presented a 

session on the catechism at the 
2009 American Society for 
Ethnohistory conference in 
New Orleans, and have prelim-
inary plans for a book. In Feb-
ruary, 2010, I presented a talk 

in the Distinguished Speaker 
Series, Department of History, 
University of Texas, and con-
ducted two workshops with 
graduate students. The talk 
was based on my analysis of a 
Nahuatl “Destruction of Jeru-
salem” drama, an indigenous 
reworking of an early six-
teenth-century Iberian narra-
tive, localized as a commentary 
on the conquest of Tenochit-
lan and still being performed 
in the eighteenth century. A 
published version of this re-
search will appear shortly in 
The Conquest All Over Again: 
Nahuas and Zapotecs Think-
ing, Writing, and Painting 
Spanish Colonialism, edited 
by Susan Schroeder (Sussex 
Academic Press). 

Louise Burkhart 

Louise Burkhart pictured in 

front of the Arts and Sciences 

building holding a copy of 

Nahuatl Theater Volume 

4: Nahua Christianity in Per-

formance (co-edited and co-

translated with Barry D. Sell)  

Louise Burkhart 

George Aaron 

Broadwell 

Triqui Women in Traditional Dress. 



Jennifer Burrell 

No. 1. (April), “Lynching and 
Post-War Complexities in Gua-
temala,” in Global Vigilantism, 
edited by David Pratten and 
Atreyee Sen, Columbia Uni-
versity Press USA/Hurst & 
Co, UK, (co-authored with 
Gavin Weston) and 
“Intergenerational Conflict 
After War,” in Mayas in Post-
war Guatemala: Harvest of 
Violence Revisted, edited by 
Walter Little and Timothy J. 

Smith, University of Alabama 
Press. Dr. Burrell, Dr. James 
Collins (UAlbany) and Dr. 
Elena Bilbao of Universidad 
Iberoamericana in Mexico, DF 
have wrapped up fieldwork, 
funded by the Programa de 
Investigación de Migración y 

Salud (PIMSA), and the UAl-
bany Centers for Study of De-
mographic Change (CSDA) 
and the Elimination of Minori-
ty Health Disparities 
(CEMHD), on Mexican and 
Central American migration to 
the New York State capital 
region, and healthcare access.  
Dr. Burrell traveled to Zacate-
cas, and most recently, Santa 
Fe, NM to present findings to 
the Forum on Migration and 
Health/Health Initiative of the 
Americas, and made several 
trips to Mexico DF to com-
plete this project, “Mexican 
Migration and Healthcare:  
Transnational Perspectives.”  
Furthering institutional collab-
oration with Iberoamericana, 
Dr. Bilbao traveled to Albany 
twice during the duration of 
this research.  Burrell and Col-
lins are currently revising an 
article based on two years of 
fieldwork and results will also 
be published by Universidad 
Iberoamericana Press in Mexi-
co. Dr. Burrell continues her 
ongoing research and writing 
with the Argentine Forensic 
Anthropology Team (EAAF), 
having recently published 
(with Mercedes Doretti) Foren-
sic Anthropology and Humanitari-
anism in Peace Keeping Opera-
tions in the volume Law en-
forcement within the frame-
work of peace support opera-
tions, edited by Roberta Ar-
nold.  Brill NV: Leiden. She 
also was awarded an American 
Anthropological Association 
Leadership Mentoring fellow-
ship in 2009, enjoying a be-
hind the scenes look at the 
national organization and how 
it functions. 

Dr. Burrell and colleague Dr. 
Ellen Moodie of University of 
Illinois organized and held a 
three-day international work-
shop at UAlbany “After the 
Handshakes:  Rethinking De-
mocracy and Living Transition 
in Central America” in Sep-
tember, 2008.  Scholars from 
Central America, Europe and 
the United States convened 
for the event, which was fund-
ed by generous grants from the 
Wenner Gren Foundation, U 
Albany and University of Illi-
nois.  Three generations of 
IMS affiliates participated: 
current faculty members Drs. 
Burrell and Little, professor 
emeritus Dr. Robert Carmack, 
and Dr, Claudia Dary, an IMS 
student  recently awarded her 
doctorate.  An edited volume 
from the workshop is in the 
works. Several publications on 
Dr. Burrell’s ongoing research 
on postwar Guatemala have 
appeared recently, including In 
and Out of Rights:  Security, Mi-
gration and Human Rights Talk 
in Postwar Guatemala, Journal 
of Latin American and Carib-
bean Anthropology, Vol. 15, 

Dr. Burrell and 

colleague Dr. Ellen 

Moodie of University of 

Illinois organized and 

held a three-day 

international workshop 

at UAlbany “After the 

Handshakes:  

Rethinking Democracy 

and Living Transition 

in Central America” in 

September, 2008.   
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Dr. Jennifer Burrell in the municipality of Todos Santos, Guatemala. 



 Robert Carmack 

Dr. Robert Carmack continues 
to be very active in Mesoameri-
ca, and more recently in pro-
jects collaborating with 
Guatemalan scholars. He 
has been awarded the 
"Boton de Tecun Uman" by 
the Alcaldia de Santa Cruz 
del Quiche, to be awarded 
on February 25, 2011. In 
addition, the community of 
Buenabaj, Momostenango, 
has decided to name their 
new library. "Biblioteca 
Roberto Carmack". He is 
thrilled but humbled by 
these two honors. For the 
past five years Dr. Carmack 
has been active as an organizer 
and speaker at the V Congreso 
sobre el Pop(ol) Wuj will be 
held on July 5-9, 2010 in Santa 
Cruz del Quiche', where the 
first Congreso was held in 

1979.  It will take place in the 
brand new Nim Popol Ja build-
ing, occupied by theAcademia 

de Lenguas Mayas in Guatema-
la.  On the 8th of February a 
Press Conference was held at 
the National Palace to an-
nounce the coming Congreso 
in July.  IMS will be a co-

sponsor, along with TIMACH 
(a Maya organization located 
in Quetzaltenango), and the 

Center for Latin American 
Studies at Marshall Univer-
sity.  Funding is being pro-
vided by the American Em-
bassy in Guatemala, IMS, 
the universities of San Car-
los and Mesoamerica in 
Guatemala, Ministerio de 
Cultura de Guatemala, and 
hopefully the Dutch Embas-
sy in Guatemala.  There will 
be three sessions, the first 
on recent developments at 
the site of Utatlan 
(Q'umarkaaj); the second on 

new perspectives on the Popol 
Wuj; and third participation 
by Mayas in the emergence of 
democracy in Guatemala. 

Heidi Nicholls. Also, 
Jarvenpa and Carmack 
published a key article 
based on their 
fieldwork in southern 
Costa Rica from the 
mid-1980s to present: 
(2009) “La Ecología 
Política de los Conflic-
tos Culturales: Comu-
nidades Indígenas, Agri-
cultura y Energía Hidroeléctri-
ca en Buenos Aires, Costa 
Rica.” Mesoamerica 51: 
59-93. 

This year Robert Jarvenpa con-
tinued his activity as part of 
UAlbany anthropology’s ongo-
ing four-field survey of and 
with the Curré indigenous 
reserve in Buenos Aires, Costa 
Rica. He revised a manuscript, 
“Recursos, Usos de Tierra y 
Economía de Casa en el Terri-
torio Indígena de Cu-
rré/Yimba, 2006-2007: Un 
Sumario Preliminar,” for possi-
ble publication in a special 
sigue of Cuadernos de Antropolo-
gía. This latter issue will inclu-
de other reports from our sur-
vey group and is being compi-
led and edited by Robert Car-
mack. A focused analysis of 
the political ecology data set 
from the Curré survey is cu-
rrently underway in collabora-
tion with Daniel White and 

Robert Carmack  

Robert Jarvenpa 

Dr. Robert Carmack 

has been awarded the 

"Boton de Tecun 

Uman" by the 

Alcaldia de Santa 

Cruz del Quiche, to 

be awarded on 

February 25, 2011. 
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Headquarters of the K’iche’ division of the Aca-

demia de Lenguas Mays: Nim Popol Ja. Santa 

Cruz del Quiche, Guatemala 

Robert Jarvenpa 

Celebration, Buenos Aires, Costa Rica 



Over the past sixteen years, 
Professor Justeson has 
served as co-director of the 
Project for the Documentation 
of the Languages of Meso-
America.  This summer will 
mark the 17th and final year 
of work by this project, docu-
menting approximately 30 
indigenous Mesoamerican 
languages from seven language 
families, devoted to the com-
pletion of field work on several 
languages and the production 
of dictionaries on languages 
for which field work has al-
ready been completed.  These 
dictionaries will be published 
in book form, and will also be 
available through a searchable 
online database. In the mean-

time, he continues his work on 
Mesoamerican historical lin-
guistics, hieroglyphic writing, 
and astronomy. This year 
Justeson published an over-
view of the work of the last 20 
years in applying research on 
the histories of Mesoamerican 
languages to the reconstruc-
tion of the cultural histories of 
their speakers, and suggesting 
the most significant research 
directions for this field in the 
next 20 years.  Most pressingly, 
detailed documentation of the 
indigenous languages of Meso-
america is now a research 
emergency within Mesoameri-
can studies generally -- and this 
is the last generation in which 
much of the indigenous struc-

ture, cultural associations, and 
history of these languages can 
still be recovered.  Work on 
Oto-Manguean languages in 
particular is crucial to address-
ing the era in 
which Mesoamerica coalesced 
out of a set of Archaic period 
hunter-gather groups to 
emerge, with the rise of agricul-
ture, as a major world interac-
tion sphere. He also published 
a reconstruction of the origin 
of the concept of zero among 
Late Preclassic Mayan calendar 
specialists, sometime during 
the second or third century 
C.E. 

on an advanced Kaqchikel 
Maya textbook for the Univer-
sity of Texas Press. Maxwell 
and Little with Robert McKen-
na Brown published ¿La ütz 
awäch: An Introduction to 
Kaqchikel Maya Language (U 

Texas Press, 2006) and Tijonïk 
Kaqchikel Oxlajuj Aj: Curso de 
Idioma y Cultura Maya 
Kaqchikel (Editorial Junapu, 
2006). The new book will com-
plement these two books and 
include collections of stories 
with audio that will be of inter-
est to language learners, lin-

Over the summer and then 
again in October, Dr. Little 
conducted ethnographic re-
search in Antigua, traveling to 
Guatemala to research the 
economic and political factors 
that shape public space use in 
Antigua. The city’s 
UNESCO World Heritage 
status plays a major factor in 
urban street politics as resi-
dents, tourists, workers, and 
city officials debate how to 
use, maintain, and preserve 
the city. He will begin work-
ing on a book-length manu-
script over the coming year 
for the University of Texas 
Press that analyzes how these 
politics have unfolded over the 
last decade. 
Dr. Little is also participating 
in two collaborative projects. 
With Judith Maxwell (Tulane 
University) a linguist and one 
of her advanced students, 
Joyce Bennett, he is working 

guists, folklorists, and others 
studying Maya languages and 
culture. Little and Maxwell are 
the co-directors of Tulane Uni-
versity’s Intensive Kaqchikel 
Maya and Culture Course that 
is offered each summer in 

Guatemala. 
In the second project, he 
and David Carey, Jr., an 
historian at the University of 
South Maine, are studying 
political murals in highland 
Maya communities in Gua-
temala. The first publication 
resulting from this research 
is “Reclaiming the Nation 
Through Public Murals: 

Maya Resistance and the Rein-
terpretation of History,” Radi-
cal History Review 106 (2010): 5
-26, which focuses on the mu-
ral in San Juan Comalapa. 
They will expand their re-
search to other communities 
with public murals this sum-
mer. 

John Justeson 

Walter Little 

This year 

Justeson published an 

overview of the work of the 

last 20 years in applying 

research on the histories of 

Mesoamerican languages 

to the reconstruction of the 

cultural histories of their 

speakers, and suggesting 

the most significant 

research directions for this 

field in the next 20 years.   
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Dr. Masson’s research at the 
Postclassic Maya urban politi-
cal capital of Mayapán focuses 
on ways in which the econo-

mies of households and neigh-
borhoods reflect dependencies 
within and between the 
commoner and noble class 
and the importance of 
patronage, tribute, the 
marketplace. UAlbany’s 
2009 investigations at Ma-
yapán fully exposed and 
restored an outlying tem-
ple (Temple Itzmal Ch’en) 
located two kilometers 
from the city’s monumen-
tal center.  Work at the 
temple revealed a stone 
table altar supported by 
four plaster deity sculp-
tures, offerings of broken 
pottery, jade, a turkey sculp-
ture, many images of the feath-
ered serpent deity, Kukulkan, 
and a stela representing the 
death god. These data will 
reveal new information about 
daily and periodic activities in 
this ritual space, and sculp-
tures attest to a range of calen-
drical rituals involving key 
deities, including Kukulkan.  
The 2009 archaeological inves-
tigations also fully excavated 
four houses and a non-
domestic stone tool workshop. 
The four commoner dwellings 
revealed great variation in 
wealth and occupational spe-
cialization; they focused on 

making obsidian blades, shell 
ornaments (a marketplace cur-
rency), chert or chalcedony 
tools, and pottery making. 
One commoner house (Q-39), 
located next to a palace, re-
vealed the richest tomb ever 
discovered at the city – two 
adults and one child were bur-
ied with 36 copper bells 
(including copper and shell 
necklaces), copper tweezers 
and an ornate copper ring, a 
shell ring, jade beads, pottery 
vessels, and a pottery figurine 
and whistle. A copper and 

shell ring were child-sized. A 
pottery- making house (Q-176) 
had three offerings of stacked 
pots containing the clays used 
their trade. We also excavated 
a small servant’s house (Q-40) 
next to a major palace and 
discovered that its residents 
were special craftspersons who 
modeled, plastered, and paint-
ed ceramic sculptures of the 
city’s deities. Many molds for 
these “effigy censer” vessels 
were discovered, along with 
plastering tools and fragments 
of effigies broken in produc-
tion. This is the first censer 
workshop ever discovered at a 
Postclassic Maya site – even 

though scholars knew they 
must have existed. House I-55 
revealed one of the densest 
shell and obsidian working 
contexts yet found at the site. 
 These findings reveal great 
differences in opportunity and 
prosperity for urban residents, 
as well as important economic 
dependencies across house-
holds of the urban landscape. 
The discovery of a non-
domestic stone tool workshop 
(I-57) is important – these are 
rare in the Maya area and at-
test to a higher organization of 

production beyond the 
household scale. Most of 
Mayapán’s craft industries 
depend on external sources 
for raw materials (shell, 
obsidian, and chert). Thus, 
the study also considers the 
wider regional context of 
Mayapán’s political econo-
my – craft production sup-
plied the city but also gen-
erated surplus that provid-
ed the foundations for the 
city’s wealth and power. 
Research at Mayapán is 
supported  by the National 

Science Foundation 

(household archaeology) and 
National Geographic’s Com-
mitee for Research and Explo-
ration. The research project is 
co-directed by Marilyn Masson 
(UAlbany), Timothy Hare 

Marilyn Masson 
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Marilyn Masson 

A sculpture depicting Kukulkan 
from Temple Itzmal Ch’en, 
2009. 

Liz Paris studies copper bells at 

Mayapán lab.  

Temple Itzmal Ch’en – before investiga-

tions, 2009  

Temple Itzmal Ch’en – after investiga-

tions 2009  

Itzmal Ch’en ceremonial group. Temple (top) investi-
gated in 2009, large Hall H-15 (bottom investigated in 
2008, along with small house H-11 (at far left). Cenote 
is also shown at left. 



In January 2010, Robert 
Rosenswig’s book The Begin-
nings of Mesoamerican Civiliza-
tion: Inter-Regional Interaction 
and the Olmec was published by 
Cambridge University Press. 
In this book, Dr. Rosenswig 
proposes that we understand 
Early Formative (1600-900 
BCE) Mesoamerica as an archi-
pelago of complex societies 
that interacted with one anoth-
er over long distances and that 
were separated by less seden-
tary peoples. Disagreements 
about Early Formative society 
that have raged over the past 
30 years focus on the nature of 
inter-regional interaction be-
tween San Lorenzo and other 
Early Formative regions. He 
evaluates these debates from a 
fresh theoretical perspective 
and integrates new data into 
an assessment of Soconusco 
society before, during, and 
after the apogee of the San 
Lorenzo polity. 
Dr. Rosenswig was also recent-
ly awarded $280, 000 from the 
National Science Foundation 
to continue his research in 
Chiapas and investigate the 
history of the Izapa by docu-
menting regional settlement 
patterns. These regional survey 
data will help document the 

emergence of hierarchical soci-
ety centered at Izapa by at least 
the Late Formative period 
(350-100 BCE), and determine 

the political nature of the poli-
ty’s persistence until the Early 
Postclassic period (CE 1000-
1350). The research will con-
tribute theoretically to an un-
derstanding of the origins and 

development of state-level soci-
ety by documenting the Izapa 
polity during its rise, flo-
rescence and eventual collapse. 
Izapa is surprisingly poorly 
understood considering that it 
is one of the largest sites on 
the Pacific coast of Mesoameri-
ca and it has been well-known 
since the 1940s when its 
mounds and sculptures ap-
peared in the pages of the Na-
tional Geographic Magazine. 
This project continues through 
2012 and will form the basis 
for Ph.D. dissertations by UAl-
bany graduate students Marx 
Navarro, Caroline Antonelli 
and Rebecca Mendelsohn. 

Robert Rosenswig 

Dr. Rosenswig was also 

recently awarded      

$280, 000 from the 

National Science 

Foundation to continue 

his research in Chiapas 

and investigate the history 

of the Izapa by 

documenting regional 

settlement patterns.  
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(Moorehead State), and Carlos 
Peraza Lope (INAH-Yucatan). 
UAlbany student and alumni 
research team members for 
2008 and 2009 included: Car-
oline Antonelli, Karime 
Gazdik, Robert Hutchinson, 
Betsy Kohut, Jared Latimer, 
Justin Lowry, Marx Navarro 
Castillo, Elizabeth Paris, Brad-
ley Russell, Cuauhtemoc Vi-
dal-Guzman, along with INAH 

professionals Wilberth Cruz 
Alvarado, Pedro and Miguel 
Delgado Kú, Barbara Escamilla 
Ojeda. Stanley Serafin 
(Tulane) is the project human 
osteologist. Many members of 
the research staff will present 
papers in a Mayapán symposi-
um at the 2010 Society for 
American Archaeology Meet-
ings. 

Bradley Russell removes a clay 
impression from an effigy mold from 
Q-40. 

House Q-176, investigated in 2009. 

Robert Rosenswig 



Our 2009 DeCormier Scholarship awardees were very busy this past year working 
in the field on various projects. We are extremely grateful for the help this scholar-
ship has provided for various graduate students over the years.  

the support of the DeCormier 

Scholarship, Courtney re-
turned to Nicaragua to con-

Courtney is currently in her 
second year as a visiting lectur-
er at the University of New 
Hampshire.  She continues to 
teach over 350 students a se-
mester in introductory and 
advanced classes on topics 
such as migration, applied 
anthropology and anthropolo-
gy in contemporary society.  
One of her goals is to bring 
anthropology to the public 
sphere and to engage her stu-
dents as responsible citizens.  
This effort was recognized with 
her recent nomination for the 
Public Anthropology Eleanor 
Roosevelt Global Citizenship 
Award. 
 This past summer, with 

duct an exploratory study on 
the role of microfinance and 
microcredit on livelihood strat-
egies.  Based on this research 
her paper entitled “Hope, 
Fear, and Uncertainty:   Micro-
credit and Microdebt in Nica-
ragua” won the Whiteford 
Graduate Student Award in 
Applied Anthropology spon-
sored by the The Society for 
Latin American and Caribbe-
an Anthropology and will be 
presented in Merida Mexico at 
the Society for Applied An-
thropology.  Courtney and her 
family will be returning to 
Nicaragua during the upcom-
ing academic year to complete 
her dissertation research. 

Report on 2009 DeCormier Scholarship and First Encounter 

Awardees  

DeCormier Recipient: Courtney Kurlanska 

First Encounters Recipient : Ilona Flores 

used differ before and after the 
new law, as well as how those 
strategies affected their lives.   
The second part of her re-
search will question what 
this change in contraceptive 
strategies is related 
to.   Specifically, her aim is 
to understand how the 
law has influenced people’s 
actions and decisions, and to 
examine how individu-
als  are responding to this 
shift in legal and political 
policy.   

Ilona Flores recently complet-
ed her dissertation proposal 
and advanced to 
Ph.D. candidacy.  She is look-
ing forward to using the First 
Encounter Award to go into 
the field this coming June in 
order to start her dissertation 
research which focuses on the 
2006 anti-abortion law within 
Nicaragua.  To understand 
both the perceived and actual 
impacts that the abortion legis-
lation has had on women’s 
lives, her main research ques-
tion will ask how the contra-
ceptive strategies that women 

This past summer, with 

the support of the 

DeCormier Scholarship, 

Courtney returned to 

Nicaragua to conduct an 

exploratory study on the 

role of microfinance and 

microcredit on livelihood 

strategies. –Courtney 

Kurlanska 
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Ilona Flores 

Courtney’s son Leo and a friend 

in Nicaragua. 



The past year has been busy 
for Paling.  In the spring and 
summer of 2009, Paling car-
ried out the inaugural survey 
and excavation season at 
Hamontún, a 
Middle Preclas-
sic to Late Clas-
sic Maya center 
in the Petén, 
Guatemala. 
With support 
of a National 
Science Foun-
dation Disserta-
tion Improve-
ment grant, 
research at 
Hamontún 
focused on 
locating and 
excavating 
household mid-
den deposits.  
Archaeological investigations 
at Hamontún have provided 
the means for reconstructing 
the production and exchange 
strategies of different segments 
of Hamontún’s urban popula-

tion and will permit an evalua-
tion of the economic networks 
that developed there during 
the Late Preclassic Period.  
Paling is especially grateful for 

all the international volun-
teers, former UAlbany gradu-
ate and undergraduate stu-
dents, and students from the 
Universidad del Valle and San 
Carlos de Guatemala for all 

their assistance in the project. 
Early this spring Jason is re-
turning to Guatemala to com-
plete the analysis of lithic ma-
terials from Hamontún, as well 

as K’o, Guatema-
la and San Es-
tevan, Belize.  
This laboratory 
season would not 
be possible with-
out the assistance 
from the 
DeCormier foun-
dation in which 
he was honored 
to receive in 
2009.  Time per-
mitting; a one 
month field sea-
son in July is 
scheduled at 
Hamontún to 
carry out more 

intensive investigations of two 
possible lithic workshops that 
were located during the first 
season. 

Jason Paling 

This laboratory season 

would not be possible 

without the assistance 

from the DeCormier 

foundation in which 

he was honored to 

receive in 2009.       

–Jason Paling   
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Jason S. R. Paling (1st row, 1st on left) and collaborators in front of E-Group excava-
tions at Hamontún.    



After completing his course 
work this semester, John 
Edvalson plans to continue 
with his research investigating 
Maya community politics and 
education in Nahualá, Guate-
mala. He presented a poster at 
the AAA meetings in Philadel-
phia this past fall and a paper 
at the Society for Applied An-
thropology meetings that were 
held in Merida this year.  This 

summer he is excited to be 
participating in the University 
of Chicago and Vanderbilt’s 
K’iche’ Summer Language 
Institute for six weeks with 
generous support from an  IIE 
FLAS stipend for studying 
foreign languages sponsored 
through Vanderbilt University. 
He hopes that this experience 
will provide him with the lan-
guage competency to conduct 

ethnographic interviews in 
K’iche’. His larger research 
project focuses on the activities 
of teachers and education pro-
jects on municipal politics. 
This project draws  theoretical 
connections to the relevance 
of community based organiza-
tions and indigenous politics 
in Latin America. 

After completing PhD. course-
work Fernando Ocampo 
moved back to California to 
finish work on doctoral ques-

John Edvalson  

Fernando Ocampo 

Kosuke Mastsukawa 

cal conferences: Society for 
the Studies of Indigenous 
Languages of the Americas 
annual meeting, Conference 
on Indigenous Languages of 
Latin America, New Eng-
land Council of Latin Amer-
ican Studies.  A paper for 
the CILLA conference will 
be published in its online 
proceedings in 2010.  My 

paper on Maya hieroglyphs, 
Choice of Voice in Maya Hiero-
glyphic Writing, was published 
in Written Language and Literacy 
12(2) and a coauthored book 
with Dr. Broadwell and other 
students, The Origin of the Sun 
and Moon: A Copala Triqui 
Legend, was published from 
LINCOM Europa in 2009. 

Kosuke Matsukawa is conduct-
ing linguistic fieldwork on 
Chicahuaxtla Triqui 
(Otomanguean, Mixtecan) in 
Oaxaca, Mexico.  Recently, he 
also started gathering data on 
Itunyoso Triqui, which are 
useful for the comparative 
studies of Triqui languages.  In 
2009, I presented three papers 
at linguistic and anthropologi-
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 Ocampo took this picture in the 
Templo Mayor in Mexico  while 
conducting research for the  
First Encounter  award he re-

ceived  in 2009. 

tions and prepare his disserta-
tion proposal which will cen-
ter on late colonial Nahua 
Passion play dramas.  He is 

hoping to enroll in a Na-
huatl language field school 
this coming summer. 

Sarah Taylor 

Sarah Taylor is continuing the 
preparation for her dissertation 
fieldwork in Ek’Balam, Yuca-
tan, which will work to under-
stand the social and economic 
changes occurring in the wake 
of concurrent community-based 
tourism development and 
agrarian change.  Sarah spent 
last summer working as a re-
search assistant for the Open 
School for Ethnography and 
Anthropology (OSEA), an eth-
nographic field school in Piste, 
Yucatan, and since returning 

has been busily working on her 
doctoral exam questions and 
funding proposals, as well as 
finishing her coursework re-
quirements.  The year has been 
full of great networking opportu-
nities at various meetings, from 
the 2009 SfAAs in Santa Fe 
where Sarah won the Valene 
Smith Student Tourism Poster 
Prize, to the 2009 AAAs in Phil-
adelphia where Sarah gave a 
paper on household decision 
making surrounding agriculture 
and conservation.   At the meet-

ing in Philadelphia, Sarah took 
over as the National Associa-
tion of Student Anthropolo-
gists (NASA) e-Journal Editor, 
which is an exciting and chal-
lenging project.  In a few weeks 
Sarah will head back to Yuca-
tan for the 2010 SfAAs in 
Merida.  This summer Sarah is 
looking forward to staying in 
Albany and making final prepa-
rations for heading into the 
field for the 2010-2011 academ-
ic year.    

Sarah Taylor 

John Edvalson

Fernando Ocampo 



Elizabeth Paris 
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Over seven months of 2009, I 
directed my dissertation field 
work at the Postclassic period 
hilltop sites of Moxviquil and 
Huitepec, located in the San 
Cristobal (Jovel) Valley of high-
land Chiapas.  The Postclassic 
Economies of Highland Chia-
pas Project investigated house-
hold economic organization in 
the Jovel Valley, and highlight-
ed the role of this valley in the 
regional and interregional net-
works of Postclassic Mesoameri-
ca.  With financial support 
from the National Science 
Foundation and the University 
at Albany Benevolent Associa-
tion, and logistical support in 
San Cristobal de las Casas from 
the Museo Na Bolom, the New 
World Archaeological Founda-
tion and the PRONATURA 
nature reserves, we were able to 
conduct survey and test pit 
excavations that significantly 
expanded the extent of known 
settlement at Moxviquil, and 
archaeologically confirmed 
Postclassic period residential 
occupation at the site of 
Huitepec.  We documented 
eight new structures between 
the two sites, as well as exten-
sive agricultural and residential 
terraces.  Our text pit excava-
tions recovered samples of 
household midden debris, 
which will be used to compare 
economic organization across 
households of varying socioeco-
nomic status. 
Interregional exchange net-
works expanded in some re-
gions of Mesoamerica during 
the Postclassic period, with an 
unprecedented increase in the 
volume and diversity of goods 
in circulation.  However, ac-
cording to preliminary analyses, 
patterns of household craft and 
agricultural production suggest 

certain types of standardized 
pottery vessels, chert tools, and 
possibly volcanic ash for pot-
tery temper. The Postclassic 
Economies of Highland Chia-
pas Project would not have 
been possible without the tire-
less efforts of its staff and vol-
unteers.  The project was co-
directed by Roberto López Bra-
vo, Director of the Museo Re-
gional de Chiapas.  Particular 
thanks to the Museo Na Bo-
lom, who granted us access to 
museum collections and un-
published research documents 
from the unpublished 1952-
1953 fieldwork of Frans Blom 
and Clarence Weiant at the 
monumental center of Mox-
viquil over four years (2006-
2009) and provided housing 
for project staff during the 
2009 project. Several student 
volunteers contributed their 
time and effort to this project, 
including April Maser 
(undergraduate, 2009), and 
Justin Lowry (doctoral candi-
date) of the UAlbany Antropol-
ogy, as well as Maxime Lam-
oureux St.-Hilaire (Trent Uni-
versity, Canada), and Jessica 
Lombardo and Carlo Londei 
(University of Pisa, Italy).  Nu-
merous workers from Sacla-
mantón, Las Piedrecitas, and 
Chamula also contributed their 
excavation and artistic skills to 
the project, particularly Fortu-
nato Gomez Gomez, Juan 
Gomez Gomez, and Reynaldo 
Sanchez Perez. The results of 
the excavations and ongoing 
analyses form the basis of my 
dissertation, entitled “Living on 
the Edge: Political Economy in 
the Postclassic Western Maya 
Frontier.”  Current research 
support during the 2009-2010 
academic year is being provided 
by the P.E.O. Scholar Award.   

that for most of the sites’ in-
habitants, economic spheres of 
interaction were highly local-
ized.  Lithic production was 
concentrated principally at elite 
contexts despite the widespread 
local availability of chert depos-
its along the northern edge of 
the Jovel Valley.  However, 
debitage was found in contexts 
at both sites, suggesting that 
most commoner households 
produced some tools for inter-
nal use.  Luxury items such as 
jade, fine pottery and bone 
ornaments, as well as  imported 
obsidian prismatic blades and 
cores, were concentrated at 
elite domestic and ceremonial 
contexts, suggesting that inter-

regional economic exchange 
was virtually monopolized by 
high-status residents. Currently, 
several analyses from the pro-
ject are being conducted, in-
cluding Carbon-14 dating of 
charcoal and bone samples, X-
ray fluorescence analysis of 
lithic artifacts and quarry sam-
ples, and analysis of faunal 
bone.  Additionally, existing 
ceramic typologies and chronol-
ogies require substantial revi-
sion based the ceramics found 
in our excavations.  Based on 
intersite comparisons of ceram-
ics, the Jovel Valley was part of 
a robust regional economic 
network, which exchanged 

The Volcán Huitepec where excavations 

revealed domestic structures associated 

with Postclassic period rural settlements.  

Artemio Villatoro (NWAF), Carlo 
Londei (University of Pisa) and 
Jessica Lombardo (University of 
Pisa), performing flotation analysis 
on samples from hypothesized 
activity areas.  Analyses recov-
ered lithic mivrodebitage, small 
ceramic fragments, seeds and 
other macrobotanical remains. 

Elizabeth Paris 



INSTITUTE FOR MESOAMERICAN STUDIES NEWSLETTER 
Page 12 Page 12 

I have been researching 

healthcare in Guatemala. I 

recently conducted a public 

health assessment identifying 

healthcare issues and inequi-

ties. Currently I am investigat-

ing the roles of traditional 

medicine and modern biomed-

icine in the Guatemalan 

healthcare system, the role of 

health promoters, and how the 

indigenous fare in their naviga-

tion of these systems. This 

summer I am traveling to Pe-

ten, Guatemala with a team 

from my employer Middlesex 

Hospital (Middletown, CT) to 

work on improving patient 

services at our sister hospital, 

the Sayaxche Regional Com-

munity Hospital.  

Chris Wibby 

IMS has three publication series.  

The IMS Monograph Series is intended primarily for the dissemination of descriptive studies requiring large-format images. IMS Stud-

ies on Culture and Society tends to be more interpretive works. Volumes in these series are now distributed by the University Press of 

Colorado, alongside its respected Mesoamerican Worlds series. The IMS Occasional Publications Series are technical reports, pub-

lished on demand; these are mostly project reports and master’s theses, which should be ordered directly from IMS. To order these 

volumes, please contact us at ims@albany.edu, or by telephone at 518/442-4722.  

To order any of these volumes, visit http://www.upcolorado.com.  

Studies in Culture and Society  

Publication 1: Symbol and Meaning Behind the Closed Communi-

ty: Essays in Mesoamerican Ideas, edited by Gary Gossen.  

Publication 4: Casi Nada: A Study of Agrarian Reform in the 

Homeland of Cardenismo. John Gledhill.  

Publication 5: With Our Heads Bowed: Dynamics of Gender in a 

Maya Community. Brenda Rosenbaum.  

Publication 6: Economies and Polities in the Aztec Realm, edited 

by Mary Hodge and Michael E. Smith.  

Publication 7: Identities on the Move: Transnational Processes in 

North America and the Caribbean Basin, edited by Liliana Gold-

in.  

Publication 8: Beware the Great Horned Serpent: Chiapas under 

the Threat of Napoleon. Robert M. Laughlin.  

 

 

 Publications 
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Monograph Series  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Publication 9: Phoneticism in Mayan Hieroglyphic Writing, edited by John Justeson and Lyle Campbell.  
 
Publication 11: Hach Winik: the Lacandon Maya of Chiapas, Southern Mexico. Didier Boremanse.  
 
Publication 12: Classic Period Mixtequilla, Veracruz, Mexico: Diachronic Inferences from Residential Investigations. Barbara Stark.  
 
Publication 13: Before Guadalupe: The Virgin Mary in Early Colonial Nahuatl Literature. Louise Burkhart.  
 
Publication 14: Postclassic Soconusco Society: the Late Prehistory of Chiapas, Mexico, edited by Barbara Voorhies and Janine Gasco.  
 

     Manuscript submission  

For the past few years, our publication program has been virtually at a standstill, with just one manuscript accepted and in prep-
aration for publication. We have reorganized our publication procedures, and with our new distribution agreement with Colo-
rado, are reinvigorating our publication program; we can now actively solicit proposals in all areas of the study of indigenous 
Mesoamericans. For information on submitting a manuscript or proposal, visit http://www.albany.edu/ims/pubs.html, or con-
tact us by email at ims@albany.edu, or by telephone at (518) 442-4722.  
 
 



1400 Washington Ave AS 237 

Albany, NY 12222 

Phone: 518-442-4722 

Cell: 518-649385 

Email: mesoinst@gmail.com 

Giving to IMS: an appeal for support of the DeCormier  

Scholarship Fund  

IMS is grateful for the numerous small donations that we have regularly received 
from current and former IMS faculty and students, and from friends of Mesoameri-
can studies generally, to support IMS-sponsored research and publication activities.  

The national economic downturn has affected our general resources for this work. 
It has particularly affected endowments. For IMS, it is the DeCormier endowment 
that is most seriously affected. For more than 30 years, this fund has supported 
dissertation field work by graduate students in Mesoamerican studies -- sometimes 
enough to complete dissertation work, often a basis for pilot studies that have led to 
successful applications for larger external grants.  

For many years, IMS has generally been able to support dissertation field work by 
two graduate students every year. For the immediate future, the likelihood is that 
this fund will provide significantly reduced levels of support for dissertation re-
search. For those who are able, your contributions can help to renew this important 
part of the infrastructure for Mesoamericanist research. Contributions can be sent 
to us by mail to the address listed below. 

 

T H E  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  
M E S O A M E R I C A N  S T U D I E S  

We’re on the web! 

Visit us at: 

www.albany.edu/ims 
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The Institute for Mesoamerican Studies (IMS) is a nonprofit scholarly re-

search center dedicated to the study and dissemination of knowledge about 

the ancient and modern peoples and cultures of Mesoamerica (Mexico and 

northern Central America). IMS helps coordinate the work of the Mesoamer-

icanist faculty at the University at Albany – SUNY. We have the largest num-

ber of full-time Mesoamericanists of any institution north of Mexico, and 

our members are among the most active and prominent scholars in the field 

of Mesoamerican anthropology. The primary activities of IMS are re-

search and publication.  

http://www.albany.edu/ims

