
Happy Holidays to the IMS com-

munity.  

 

 As is evident from the 

faculty and student updates in 

this year’s newsletter, members 

of IMS have been busy during 

the past year and much more is 

in the works for 2017. To pro-

vide an easily accessible record 
of student research supported 

by IMS, we will be posting grant 

reports on our webpage and 

IMS Graduate Assistant Rebecca 

Mendelsohn is diligently at work 

collecting and uploading them. 

Another priority is to facilitate 

donations to IMS and we will be 

receiving support for the UAlba-

ny Foundation to create new 

links for our webpage and initi-

ate new strategies to engage 

interested constituencies. We 

have recently established an IMS 

listserv to facilitate communica-

tion with the community. So, if 

you have any suggestion of peo-

ple who should be receiving our 

announcements please email us 

at ims@albany.edu to let us 

know. 

 This year we are very 

happy to welcome Dr. Joanna 

Dreby from the Department of 

Sociology to the IMS board of 

directors. Inclusion of Dr. Dreby 

(and Dr. Schwaller from Histo-

ry) expands our mission beyond 

the traditional focus in Anthro-

pology to engage with a broader 

range of UAlbany scholars who 

share our research interests in 

Mesoamerica. Dr. Dreby will be 

giving talk during the Spring 

2017 semester and all are en-

couraged to attend. 

 Many events were 

undertaken by IMS over the past 

year. The Day of Triqui Culture 

brought members of this indige-

nous community from Oaxaca, 

Mexico together with the UAl-

bany community on April 10th to 

share food, drink, dance and 
culture. The fourth annual Day 

of Triqui Culture is being 

planned for 2017. This fall Dr. 

Jennifer Burrell spoke about her 

research on youth culture and 

the rhetoric of security in high-

land Guatemala and then Dr. 

Amy Frappier (Skidmore Col-

lege) spoke of climate change 

reconstructions from the Yuca-

tan during the past two millenni-

um and its effects on Maya cul-

ture. 

 Board members re-

ceived awards, published books 

and undertook grant-supported 

research. Congratulations to Dr. 

Schwaller for his election to the 

Spanish Order of Carlos V as 

well as receiving the Tibesar 

Award of Lifetime achievement. 

Congratulations also to Drs. 

Burkhart and Masson who both 

had new books published during 

the past year. Despite being 

retired, Dr. Carmack published 

one book in 2016 and has an-

other coming out in 2017 – go 

Bob! During the summer of 

2016, Dr. Burrell conducted 

research in Guatemala with a 

grant from the Gerda Henkel 

Foundation. And, Drs. Masson, 

Pérez Rodríguez and Rosenswig 

each conducted archaeological 

analysis as part of their respec-

tive NSF-funded projects in the 

Mexican states of Yucatan, Oa-

xaca and Chiapas (respectively). 

 One of the most im-

portant contributions of IMS is 

to support student research. 

The DeCormier Memorial 

Scholarships allowed Yahaira 
Nuñez-Cortés to undertake 

mapping and artifact analysis at 

Lomas Entierros in Costa Rica in 

preparation of her dissertation 

fieldwork and for Juan Argueta 

to study Nahuatl in preparation 

of his doctoral work. A First 

Encounter Award allowed Alyse 

Stohmeyer to travel to the Yu-

catan and undertake analysis of 

effigy censers at Mayapan for her 

Master’s thesis project. You can 

read each of their reports in the 

pages that follow. 

 The DeCormier Me-

morial Scholarship only exists 

through donations from friends 

and colleagues such as yourself. 

Please consider contributing to 

the DeCormier Memorial Schol-

arship and help IMS support 

future generations of Mesoa-

merican scholars. 

 

Again, a very Merry Christmas, 

Happy Hanukah and Happy New 

Year to all, 

Letter from the Director 

   2016 Issue 11 

Institute for Mesoamerican Studies 

Newsletter 

IMS Board of Directors 

DIRECTOR:  

Robert Rosenswig 

 

Louise Burkhart  

Jennifer Burrell  

Robert Carmack  

Lauren Clemens 

Joanna Dreby  

John Justeson  

Walter Little 

Marilyn Masson 

Verónica Pérez Rodríguez  

John Schwaller 

 

GRADUATE ASSISTANT:  

Inside this issue: 
 

IMS News            2 
 

DeCormier  

Scholarship Reports           3 
 

Faculty Associate               5 

Updates 
 

Student Associate            13 

Updates 

 

IMS Alumni           15 
 

IMS Publications               16 
 

Giving to IMS                   16 

Contact: ims@albany.edu 

  

@IMSUAlbany 

mailto:ims@albany.edu


IMS News 

Page 2 Institute for Mesoamerican Studies 

Day of Triqui Culture 

Speaker Series 

 In February 2016,  

IMS hosted speaker Dr. 

Peter Rohloff, an Associate 

Physician in the Division of 

Global Health Equities at 

the Brigham and Women's 

Hospital in Boston and 

Chief Medical Officer for 

Wuqu' Kawoq: Maya Health 

Alliance in Guatemala. 

Rohloff’s talk, entitled “Agile 

Health: using Teamwork 

and Grassroots Organizing 

to Build a Different Kind of 

Healthcare in Maya Guate-

mala,” discussed his work 

bringing together insights 

from community organizing, 

cultural and medical anthro-

pology, and health care de-

livery to provide high im-

pact, low cost health ser-

vices.   
 In October of 2016 the 

IMS hosted two speakers. 

First, IMS board member 

Dr. Jennifer Burrell 

(University at Albany, 

SUNY) discussed her recent 

research with a talk entitled 

“Todos Somos Seguridad: 

Security and Anti-

Corruption Initiatives in 

Guatemala.” At the end of 

October, IMS hosted a lec-

ture by Dr. Amy Frappier 

(Skidmore College), a geo-

scientist who discussed 

“Mud and the Maya 

’Megadroughts’: Two Millen-

nia of Environmental Con-

text from Northern Yuca-

tán Stalagmite Records of 

Hydroclimate and Com-

pound Extreme Events.”   

Peter Rohloff delivers his IMS 

lecture, February 2016 

 In April 2016, IMS co-

sponsored our third annual 

Day of Triqui Culture to-

gether with our friends with 

Triquis sin Fronteras, and 

with the support of The Of-

fice of New Americans of 

New York State and UAl-

bany’s Kappa Alpha Pi. This 

year the event was held off-

campus at Saint Basil’s Cen-

ter in Watervliet, NY.   

 This year’s event ranged 

from a public health discus-

sion about diabetes, to sing-

ing, poetry, traditional danc-

es, the recitation of folktales 

by members of the local 

Triqui community. As usual, 

the event included lots of 

delicious food! 

 One highlight of this year’s 

celebration was the unveiling 

of the presentation of a new 

online Triqui-Spanish-English 

dictionary, developed by IMS 

faculty associate Dr. Lauren 

Clemens, former IMS faculty 

associate Dr. Aaron 

Broadwell and members of 

the Albany Triqui Working 

Group. The dictionary can be 

accessed online at copala-

triqui.webonary.org.  

 

 

http://copalatriqui.webonary.org/
http://copalatriqui.webonary.org/
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Yahaira Núñez Cor-

tés is a doctoral candidate at 

UAlbany. During the fall of 

2016 and with funds from the 

DeCormier Memorial Scholar-

ship, Yahaira was able to visit 

the archaeological site of Lo-

mas Entierros, located in Cen-

tral Pacific Costa Rica.  This 

archaeological site is currently 

situated under the primary 

rainforest of Carara National 

Park. However there is high 

visibility on the ground, making 

it possible to observe the cob-

blestone structures, as well as 

great quantities of ceramic 

fragments, metates, manos, 

and polished and flaked celts. 
During this visit to 

Lomas Entierros, Yahaira lo-

cated with a handheld GPS 

unit the structures excavated 

in 1988, as well as four more 

retaining walls and seven more 

house foundations. Due to the 

presence of 

structures and 

materials on the 

surface, the area 

of the site was 

estimated to 4.5 

ha. Lomas En-

tierros is one of 

the largest cen-

ters located in 

the Central Pa-

cific region of 

Costa Rica, and it was occu-

pied during the centuries be-

fore the Spanish arrival (AD 

800-1500). The site is known 

for its monumental construc-

tion in cobblestone on top of a 

hill and large quantities of im-

ported items coming from the 

Greater Nicoya region.  

With these funds Ya-

haira was also able to analyze 

the artifact collections from 

the 1988 archaeological work 

at Lomas Entierros, which is 

currently housed in the Museo 

Nacional de Costa Rica. The 

analysis of these collections 

led to new insight into the 

diversity of imported and local 

items. Variation in forms, dec-

orations, and raw materials 

were important components 

of this analysis that could lead 

to an understanding of materi-

al culture in terms of grada-

tions of value. This was essen-

tial since understanding the 

expression of value in objects 

along a continuum is one of 

the main objectives of this 

research.  

Items coming from 

both domestic and burial con-

texts are present in the arti-

fact collection of Lomas En-

tierros. Artifacts range from 

metates, manos, pestles, a 

variety of ceramic pots, celts, 

spindle whorls, figurines, whis-

tles, and personal ornaments. 

Human and animal remains 

were also recovered at Lomas 

Entierros. The best-preserved 

examples were found in a 

mass burial of 20 individuals. 

Two carved bone pendants 

are among the most impres-

sive items found in this con-

text.  
This upcoming spring 

of 2017 and with funds from 

DeCormier Memorial Scholar-

ship and the Dissertation Re-

search Fellowship Award from 

UAlbany, Yahaira will conduct 

another short season to map 

more structures at Lomas 

Entierros in preparation for 

her dissertation excavations.  

Yahaira is deeply grateful to 

the DeCormier family and the 

IMS community for making this 

project a reality.  

Christopher De Cormier Memorial Scholarship 

Yahaira used 

her DeCormier 

scholarship to 

visit the ar-

chaeological 

site of Lomas 

Entierros in 

Costa Rica in 

preparation for 

her dissertation 

fieldwork at 

the site  

2016 Award Recipient: Juan Argueta 

Thanks to the 

DeCormier scholarship, Juan 

spent 6-weeks this summer at 

Yale University’s Intensive Na-

huatl Language Study to in-

crease his proficiency in Na-

huatl and prepare himself for 

preliminary dissertation field-

work. Every weekday, Juan 

spent several hours immersed 

with native speakers learning 

Modern Nahuatl (Huastecan 

variant)  and with John Sullivan 

who provided instruction on 

Classical Nahuatl. During those 

6-weeks, he developed his oral 

comprehension, speaking, read-

ing, writing and understanding 

of language structure. Through 

these means, Juan was exposed 

to historical, economic,  
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Thanks to the 

DeCormier 

scholarship, Juan 

spent 6-weeks 

this summer at 

Yale University’s 

Intensive Na-

huatl Language 

Study to in-

crease his  

proficiency in  

Nahuatl and 

prepare himself 

for preliminary 

dissertation 

fieldwork  

2016 Recipient: Alyse Strohmeyer 

First Encounter Award 

The First 

Encounter 

Award al-

lowed Alyse 

to spend 

two weeks 

in Mayapan 

doing re-

search for her Master’s pa-

per. Her research addresses 

the contexts of effigy censers 

in commoner households at 

Mayapan. This trip allowed 

her to identify the types of 

effigy censer fragments re-

covered from 2002-2009 

excavations of eight house 

lots. While these fragments 

usually make up less than one 

percent of household pot-

tery, little is known about 

how they arrived at residen-

tial contexts and whether 

they were used in a meaning-

ful way. This experience al-

lowed Alyse to work with 

artifacts in a lab as well as 

expand upon her field expe-

rience. This award also pro-

vided her with an opportuni-

ty to visit other archaeologi-

cal sites such as Chichen Itza 

and Uxmal. In addition to the 

data collected, and the lab 

and field experience, the 

time spent in Mayapan grant-

ed her with a firsthand, cul-

tural opportunity to learn 

about today’s Mayan 

communities. She now 

plans to incorporate a 

wider perspective in the 

writing of her Master’s paper 

which would not have been 

possible without the gracious 

pecuniary support provided 

by IMS’s First Encounter 

Award.  

Alyse at Chichen Itza,  

Yucatan, Mexico,  2016 

political, and sociocultural 

continuities in Nahua cul-

ture. Additionally, this fall, 

Juan continued improving his 

proficiency under the in-

struction of Louise Burkhart.  
Having previously 

conducted ethnographic 

research in Xaltocan, Mexi-

co—a former pre-Hispanic 

anthropogenic island located 

in the northern Basin of 

Mexico established by the 

Otomi and later conquered 

by the Aztec—in 2013, his 

Nahuatl competency will 

enhance his forthcoming 

research. In the last 30 

years, annual festivals and 

the collaboration among 

various stakeholders have 

impacted and revitalized 

local pre-Hispanic culture 

and indigenous identity in 

Xaltocan. Juan’s dissertation 

will examine the intersection 

of commodified pre-

Hispanic intangible 

culture, tourisms, 

and local economic 

strategies.  

Not only 

will Nahuatl profi-

ciency afford him to 

buttress established 

rapport, but also 

engage with other 

segments of the popula-

tion (e.g., elders with 

pre-Hispanic knowledge) 

and increase participa-

tion. Additionally, this ability 

will be crucial to his compre-

hension of and insight into 

contemporary local notions 

as many descendants per-

form and subscribe to pre-

Hispanic cosmology, beliefs, 

and customs. 

This fall, Juan at-

tained SUNY Albany’s GSA 

Professional Development 

Grant and presented at the 

115th Annual Meeting of the 

AAA in Minneapolis, MN. 

His paper ethnographically 

examined community ar-

chaeology methods and the 

sociocultural, political, and 

economic milieu that fos-

tered successful collabora-

tion among various stake-

holders. 

Juan (sixth from the left) with his class-

mates in Yale University’s Intensive 

Nahuatl Language Study Program 

The First En-

counter Award 

allowed Alyse to 

spend two weeks 

in Mayapan to 

conduct  

research on  

effigy censers for 

her Master’s  

paper  
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The official 

publication 

date for Dr. 

Burkhart’s 

Painted 

Words: Na-

hua Catholi-

cism, Politics, 

and Memory 

in the Atzaq-

ualco Pictorial Catechism is 

her birthday, January 30, 

2017, with advance copies 

coming in December. Co-

authored with Elizabeth Hill 

Boone and David Tavárez, 

the book presents a facsimi-

le, her pictograph-by-

pictograph decipherment, 

and extensive analysis of 

this seventeenth-century 

Nahua text from Mexico 

Tenochtitlan. The authors 

analyze the work as a new 

form of indigenous picto-

graphic writing, as an ex-

pression of Nahua under-

standings and usage of Cath-

olic religion, and as a politi-

cized expression of histori-

cal memory formulated by 

Atzaqualca who memorial-

ized don Pedro de Mo-

teuczoma (son of the em-

peror) and other illustrious 

ancestors. It is published as 

Dumbarton Oaks (through 

Harvard University Press) as 

Pre-Columbian Art and Ar-

chaeology Series 39. 

 Dr. Burkhart has a 

chapter entitled “The Az-

tecs and the Catholic 

Church” in the brand-new 

Oxford Handbook of The Az-

tecs, edited by Deborah 

Nichols and Enrique 

Rodríguez-Alegría. Also, her 

2014 American Society for 

Ethnohistory Presidential 

Address was published in 

Ethnohistory in April, 2016. 

This piece, “Christian Salva-

tion as Ethno-Ethnohistory: 

Two Views from 1714,” 

reads two Nahua texts—

the pictorial catechism from 

Tizayuca depicted on the 

issue’s cover and a drama 

about Emperor Constantine 

and Saint Helen—as works 

that inscribe Nahua views of 

their history in these not 

overtly historical text gen-

res. Judging by overheard 

comments at this Novem-

ber’s American Society for 

Ethnohistory conference, 

Dr. Burkhart may have rein-

vigorated Ray Fogelson’s 

concept of “ethno-

ethnohistory” among Meso-

americanists.   

 New research has 

been slowed by Dr. 

Burkhart’s service as chair 

of the Department of An-

thropology, but she can 

highlight one current pro-

ject. She is collaborating 

with Abelardo de la Cruz, a 

native speaker and Nahuatl 

teacher (and soon-to-be-

doctoral student) from Chi-

contepec, Veracruz, to pub-

lish one of the colonial plays 

from her Nahuatl Theater 

set as a monolingual book in 

Nahuatl. They chose the 

play Barry Sell and I named 

In Citlalmachiyotl  (“The Star 

Sign”), a lively reenactment 

of the Three Kings’ journey 

to Bethlehem and their 

meetings with King Herod 

and the Holy Family. Appar-

ently first composed in 

Tlatelolco in the early 1600s 

(a lost manuscript once 

published by Francisco del 

Paso y Troncoso), the same 

play turned up in a slightly 

altered version dated 1724, 

from Metepec, in the State 

of Mexico—an example of 

how Nahuatl texts in genres 

banned from publication 

circulated and survived in a 

literary underground. This 

project will appear in a Na-

huatl book series issued by 

the University of Warsaw 

and the Instituto de Docen-

cia y Investigación Etnológi-

ca de Zacatecas. The goal of 

this series is to support 

language revitalization and 

native-language literacy 

among contemporary Na-

huas, using a standardized 

orthography (ACK) reada-

ble to all speakers and con-

sistent with colonial docu-

ments. Their work will be 

the first of colonial-era Na-

huatl literary art to be pub-

lished in this format. Few 

contemporary Nahuas have 

any sense of the rich textual 

corpus their literate fore-

bears created while surviv-

ing Spanish rule; this book is 

one small step toward reu-

niting them with that herit-

age.   

Louise Burkhart 

IMS Faculty Associates 

Issue 11 

http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780884024187
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-the-aztecs-9780199341962?cc=us&lang=en&
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Jennifer Burrell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Burrell 

returned to 

Guatemala 

in June and 

July 2016 to 

finish her 

research 

“Securing 

Futures:  Security, Democra-

cy and the Limits of the 

State,” funded by the Gerda 

Henkel Foundation.  Dr. 

Mounia El Kotni (PhD 2016, 

SUNY Albany), former IMS 

assistant, accompanied her as 

a postdoctoral research col-

laborator.  Burrell and El 

Kotni researched the munici-

pal sectors of health, educa-

tion and development in this 

phase of the research, ex-

ploring interlinkages with 

security and the state.  Bur-

rell is currently analyzing the 

data from this 3-year project 

in anticipation of returning to 

her manuscript-in-progress.  

Among the many outcomes 

of this research season is the 

development of a new pro-

ject on anti-corruption ef-

forts in Guatemala and be-

yond.   

Dr. Burrell and her 

long-time collaborator, Dr. 

Ellen Moodie (UIUC) em-

barked on a new project, 

Generation and Political Ac-

tion in Central America. The 

preliminary results of this 

new collaboration will appear 

in the SFB 700, Governance 

in Areas of Limited State-

hood Working Paper Series 

at the Free University, Berlin.  

Burrell returned to 

the Free University in Octo-

ber for the workshop 

“Encountering Transnational 

Violence in Guatemala” 

which gathered researchers 

affiliated with the project in 

the past years.  There, she 

presented the paper, Trans-

national Circulations of Security, 

Violence and the Limits of the 

State in Guatemala, based on 

her recent research.  Burrell 

also gave papers at the annu-

al meetings of the American 

Anthropological Association 

in Minneapolis in November 

and was invited to discuss 

panels on Violence in Central 

America (at LASA in NYC in 

May) and nationalism, gender 

and violence (at the AAAs in 

Minneapolis).  

Burrell’s co-

authored contribution with 

James Shuford and Ryan 

Levy, “Latinos & Healthcare 

Access” was published in 

Oxford Encyclopedia of Latinos 

and Latinas in Contemporary 

Politics, Law, and Social Move-

ments, Suzanne Oboler and 

Deena J. Gonzalez, eds.  

New York & London: Ox-

ford University Press.  

Burrell serves on 

the Committee for Human 

Rights of the American An-

thropological Association 

through 2018.  The commit-

tee has been especially active 

in advising the AAA Execu-

tive Committee and mem-

bership on human rights cri-

ses throughout the world, 

preparing responses to these 

crises and releasing state-

ments on them, and advising 

members on how to contrib-

ute their expertise.  

 

Dr. Burrell re-

turned to Guate-

mala in June and 

July 2016 to fin-

ish her research 

“Securing Fu-

tures:  Security, 

Democracy and 

the Limits of the 

State,” funded 

by the Gerda 

Henkel Founda-

tion 
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Robert Carmack 

  

 Dr. Robert Carmack 

(Professor Emeritus) has re-

cently published a new book in 

Guatemala. The book, entitled 

Los Mayas K’iche’s: Su Historia, 

Cultura, y Sociedades, was pub-

lished this year with the edito-

rial “Maya Wuj.” Among many 

topics, the book discusses the 

ethnohistory of the K’iche 

Maya, as well as Maya politics, 

law, religion, and identities. 

 Dr. Carmack also looks for-

ward to the forthcoming publi-

cation of a new book, El Popol 

Vuj, written with Teresa Car-

ranza and James Mondloch. 

The volume will be published 

with the Universidad Mesoa-

mericana  is scheduled to be 

released in June 2017.  

 

 

Dr. Lauren 

Clemens 

has contin-

ued to 

work with 

speakers of 

Copala Triqui 

(Otomanguean) in the Capi-

tal region. Members of the 

Triqui working group, includ-

ing Román Vidal López, Mon-

ica De Jesus Ramírez, and 

IMS associate Dr. Walter 

Little, are compiling pedagog-

ical materials for the lan-

guage. During the fall semes-

ter, Dr. Clemens taught UAl-

bany’s Linguistic Field Meth-

ods course with Copala 

Triqui as the language of in-

struction. The course culmi-

nated in a presentation of 

student work to the Triqui 

speaking community in De-

cember. In collaboration with 

Dr. George Aaron Broadwell 

(former IMS associate), Dr. 

Clemens will present work 

on Copala Triqui’s changing 

inflectional system at the 

Society for the Study of In-

digenous Langauges of the 

Americas in January 2017. 

 Dr. Clemens re-

mains active in Mayan linguis-

tics as well. During 2016, Dr. 

Clemens and Dr. Jessica 

Coon (McGill) pre-

sented their work on 

Mayan word order 

at the Workshop on 

Structure and 

Consituency in Lan-

guages of the Ameri-

cas. Dr. Clemens and 

Dr. Coon also pre-

sented a widescale 

study of focus en-

coding in Ch’ol with 

Carol-Rose Little 

(Cornell University) and Mo-

relia Vázquez Martínez 

(Instituto Tecnológico Supe-

rior De Macuspana) at Form 

and Analysis in Mayan Lin-

guistics. In September, Dr. 

Clemens gave an invited talk 

at Stanford University, where 

she presented her work on 

Ch’ol prosody.   

Dr. Clemens (front center), Dr. Little (back center), and Dr. 

Bickmore (back right) with students and members of the 

Triqui Working Group during presentations for the Copala 

Triqui Field Methods Course, Fall 2016 

Mural de Q'umarkaaj mos-

trando un gran bailador y 

señor k'iche' (K'iq'ab?) 

This year,  

Carmack  

released a new 

book in Guate-

mala, entitled 

Los Mayas 

K’iches: Su His-

toria, Cultura, 

y Sociedades 
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Joanna Dreby 

Joanna Dreby is a new IMS 

faculty associate and board 

member who has been in the 

Department of Sociology at 

UAlbany since 2011. Dr. 

Dreby is an ethnographer 

whose most recent publica-

tions have focused on the 

impact of legal status on chil-

dren in Mexican migrant fam-

ilies, including Everyday Illegal 

(University of California 

Press 2015) [which received 

an Honorable mention for 

the 2016 Mirra Komarovsky 

Book Award from the 

Eastern Sociological 

Society]. Over the 

past year, Dr. Dreby 

has been busy speak-

ing about this work at 

invited presentations 

at a variety of college 

campuses [including 

John Jay College, the 

University of Califor-

nia, Irvine, Amherst 

College, and Framing-

ham State University,] 

as well as at a number 

of conference presen-

tations. She is current-

ly on the advisory 

board for the 

“Developing a 21st 

Century US Immigra-

tion Project,” led by 

the Center for Migra-

tion Studies and was a 

member of the organizing 

committee for a 2016 

NIMHD funded confer-

ence “Undocumented, 

Unaccompanied, and Citi-

zen: Charting Research 

Directions for Children of 

Immigration” at the Uni-

versity of Texas, Austin. 

Dr. Dreby’s work on the 

consequences of immigration 

enforcement for children and 

families took her back to 

Oaxaca, Mexico in the sum-

mer of 2014 for a pilot study 

on the children of return 

migration, where previously 

she had spent a year inter-

viewing children in transna-

tional families. Dr. Dreby is 

currently seeking funding to 

further explore the impacts 

of return on children whose 

parents move back to urban 

and rural contexts in Chia-

pas, Mexico. She continues 

to write about the children 

of Mexican migration with 

colleague Esperanza Tuñón-

Pablos of El 

Colegio de la 

Frontera Sur 

(ECOSUR), 

specifically on 

changes to diet 

and exercise 

post-migration. 

 Over 

the past two 

years, Dr. 

Dreby has also 

been pursuing 

her research 

interest in the 

nexus between 

policy and fami-

ly with a focus 

on a new popu-

lation: farm families. Dr. 

Dreby has learned about the 

various economic hardships 

farm families in upstate New 

York face due to internation-

al trade policies, constraints 

which ironically have made 

them more dependent on 

migrant farmworkers from 

Mexico and Guatemala to 

stay competitive. Her first 

research article on farm fami-

lies is due out at the end of 

2016 in the Journal of Rural 

Studies. During 2017, Dr. 

Dreby plans to further ex-

plore this topic through 

comparative research with 

farm families in Costa Rica 

who, unlike farmers in New 

York State, often cater to an 

export-oriented market. Dr. 

Dreby has an affiliation with 

the University of Costa Rica 

and hopes to secure the 

funding necessary to add this 

global dimension to her cur-

rent research. 

Dr. Dreby often has taken her  

children with her into the field  

 IMS welcomes 

our new facul-

ty associate 

and board 

member, Joan-

na Dreby. Dr. 

Dreby is an  

ethnographer  

in the Depart-

ment of Sociol-

ogy at UAlbany 

working with 

migration  

Dreby’s 2015 book received 

an Honorable mention for 

the 2016 Mirra Komarovsky 

Book Award from the East-

ern Sociological Society 
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Walter Little 

Over the 

last year, 

Walter 

Little has 

explored 

the poli-

tics and 

aesthetics 

of tangible and intangible 

heritage in Guatemala, the 

consumption of hand-woven 

Guatemalan Maya textiles in 

Mexico, and Triqui language 

and culture. As book series 

editor, he continues to work 

on behalf of the IMS publica-

tions. With editors at the 

University of Colorado 

Press, IMS's next publications 

will include a dramatically 

revised edition of James 

Mondloch's, K'ichee' Gram-

mar, and Sarah Taylor's book, 

On Being Maya and Getting By: 

Heritage Politics and Communi-

ty Development in Yucatán. At 

the American Anthropologi-

cal Association annual meet-

ing in Minneapolis, he and 

Routledge's editor discussed 

ways to update the next edi-

tion of IMS’s textbook, Lega-

cy of Mesoamerica. 

 Dr. Little presented 

his research findings at a 

number of different profes-

sional academic forums. He 

gave two presentations on 

his political economy re-

search on Antigua Guate-

mala's urban heritage at Rut-

gers University in April. On 

this same theme, he partici-

pated in the Association of 

Critical Heritage Studies an-

nual meeting in Montreal in 

June. At the European Asso-

ciation of Social Anthropolo-

gists annual meeting in Milan 

in July, the Segunda Encuen-

tro de Textiles Mesoamerica-

nos in Oaxaca in October, 

and the American Anthropo-

logical Association in No-

vember, he discussed various 

aspects of Maya textile pro-

duction in Guatemala and 

transnational sales and con-

sumption in Oaxaca and 

Chiapas. He shared his Triqui 

community-engagement re-

search at the Northeast An-

thropological Association 

annual meeting in April at 

Skidmore College and, then, 

at the Simposio Internacional 

de Estudios Oaxaqueños 

annual meeting in October. 

 One of the high-

lights of Dr. Little's research 

occurred in Oaxaca while 

interviewing a Triqui street 

vendor couple next to the 

Templo de Santo Domingo. 

He was interrupted by an-

other vendor who declared 

that she knew him. While he 

could not recall having met 

her, she remembered that it 

was through the Triquis 

Sin Fronteras Facebook 

page that she had recog-

nized him. Triquis Sin 

Fronteras is a faculty, stu-

dent, and Triqui immi-

grant community-based 

organization that pro-

motes Triqui language, 

culture, and businesses in 

the Albany Region. Sever-

al other times, when 

meeting Triqui vendors 

who sold Guatemalan 

textiles in Oaxaca, Dr. 

Little was identified as a 

member of Triquis Sin 

Fronteras. One such vendor 

connection will lead to a 

transnational collaboration to 

develop digital language ma-

terials that can be used by 

Triquis in Oaxaca but, also, 

here in Albany and other 

communities in Mexico and 

the United States. 

 For the third annual 

Day of Triqui Culture, cele-

brated on April 10 at Saint 

Basil's Center, Dr. Little had 

the pleasure sharing the 

event's emcee duties with 

Monica De Jesús Ramírez. 

The event featured a presen-

tation by Dr. Edilberto Her-

nández Cárdenas, speeches 

in Triqui, Spanish, and Eng-

lish, a number of traditional 

dances, a Triqui textile ex-

hibit, and a variety of deli-

cious foods. Collaborating 

with the Triqui community is 

one of most enriching expe-

riences in which he partici-

pates, because it brings to-

gether faculty, students, and 

community members togeth-

er. 

For Little, Col-

laborating with 

the Triqui  

community is 

one of most 

enriching  

experiences in 

which he par-

ticipates,  

because it 

brings together 

faculty, stu-

dents, and 

community 

members  

together 

Walter Little (left) with Triqui community leaders at the 

2016 Day of Triqui Culture 
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Verónica Pérez Rodríguez  

 Dr. Pérez Rodríguez 

has continued her work di-

recting the Cerro Jazmín 

Archaeological Project 

(CJAP). Since concluding the 

fieldwork and field analysis 

last summer the CJAP team 

has been focused on analyz-

ing data, completing and sub-

mitting reports to the Na-

tional Science Foundation 

and INAH, as well as publish-

ing research results. Recent 

publications include a 2016 

piece on “Skeletal health and 

the abandonment of a Late-

Terminal Formative urban 

center in the Mixteca Alta: a 

bioarchaeological analysis of 

human remains from Cerro 

Jazmín” in the Journal of Ar-

chaeological Science and forth-

coming articles on “The Ce-

ramics of Cerro Jazmín: a 

contribution to the ceramic 

chronology of the Mixteca 

Alta” for Latin American Antiq-

uity, “Feasting and building an 

urban society in Cerro 

Jazmín, Oaxaca” for the Jour-

nal of Field Archaeology, and 

“Investigaciones recientes 

sobre el urbanismo tempra-

no en Cerro Jazmín, Mixteca 

Alta, Oaxaca” for publication 

in CIESAS.  

 

 In addition, Dr.  

Pérez Rodríguez recently 

published the results of an 

ethnoarchaeological study 

conducted prior to joining 

the Anthropology Depart-

ment at the University at 

Albany. This publication is 

called “Terrace Agriculture 

in the Mixteca Alta Region, 

Oaxaca, Mexico: Ethnograph-

ic and Archaeological Insights 

on Terrace Construction and 

Labor Organization.” This 

piece is featured in a 2016 

issue of Culture, Agriculture, 

Food and Environment. 

 

 Data generated by 

the Cerro Jazmín Archaeo-

logical Project is currently 

being integrated into larger 

research projects that in-

clude the compilation of XRF 

results that source obsidian 

artifacts from across the 

state of Oaxaca, a project 

which is currently spearhead-

ed by Gary Feinman and Lin-

da Nicholas at the Field Mu-

seum.  

 

 Bioarchaeological 

data of human remains from 

Cerro Jazmín are also being 

integrated into a macrore-

gional database that will be 

the basis of Ricardo Higelin 

Ponce de Leon’s doctoral 

dissertation project at the 

University of Indiana.  

 

 The CJAP team is 

currently awaiting the results 

of stable isotope studies of 

human bone and tooth pairs 

to investigate the diet of the 

Late and Terminal Formative 

and Postclassic inhabitants of 

the site, as well as investigat-

ing, through strontium iso-

topes any migration patterns 

into the city. This later work 

is being done in collaboration 

with Corina Kellner at 

Northern Arizona University.  

 

 CJAP results were 

presented at the 81st Annual 

Meeting of the Society for 

American Archaeology, 

which was held in April of 

2016 in Orlando. Dr. Pérez 

Rodríguez will also present 

on the information gained 

from excavations at the 

western mound of the Tres 

Cerritos sector of Cerro 

Jazmín at the up-coming Soci-

ety for American Archaeolo-

gy conference, which will be 

held in Oaxaca in 2017. A 

broader discussion of com-

munity outreach efforts and 

public education work con-

ducted by the Cerro Jazmín 

Archaeological project was 

presented at the World Ar-

chaeological Congress 8, 

which was held in September 

of 2016 in Kyoto.  

 

 Finally, Dr. Pérez 

Rodríguez continues to work 

with members of the local 

community of Santa María 

Tiltepec to share with them 

the full scope of project re-

sults, prepare educational 

materials in Spanish, and give  

talks at the town’s public 

meetings. The CJAP team is 

finalizing the preparation of a 

series of posters that will be 

printed in laminated form to 

be given to the community 

to be showcased in their 

government building in the 

center of town.  

 

 

Tomb found in a residential 

area, Cerro Jazmin, Oaxaca 

 Dr. Pérez-

Rodríguez 

discussed 

community 

outreach 

efforts and 

public 

education work 

conducted by 

the Cerro 

Jazmín 

Archaeological 

project at the 

World 

Archaeological 

Congress, 

which was held 

in Kyoto, 

Japan.  
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Robert Rosenswig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As he writes this entry, Dr. 

Rosenswig is preparing to 

run an archaeological field 

school at the site Las Mer-

cedes in Costa Rica for 6 

weeks beginning January 15, 

2017. This is the third season 

that Dr. Rosenswig will col-

laborate with Dr. Ricardo 

Vazquez of the National Mu-

seum of Costa Rica (and 

UAlbany Ph.D.) on this pro-

ject. This year they will be 

joined by Dr. Alexander 

Buyantuev from UAlbany’s 

Department of Geography 

and Planning who will come 

to Costa Rica for a week 

with two drones and field 

school students will help 

collect LiDAR and multi-

spectral data with him. These 

data will then be analyzed as 

part of a class once students 

return to Albany. Las Mer-

cedes was the center of a 

chiefdom that lasted from 

~AD 1000-1500 and the 

drone work will map the 

monumental architecture at 

the site including the two 1.5

- km-long stone-paved cause-

ways that were the formal-

ized routes for procession 

into the site’s center to pay 

tribute. Assuming the meth-

odology of combining LiDAR 

and multi-spectral data is 

successful at Las Mercedes, 

we will submit a grant pro-

posal to NSF to document 

the central architecture and 

causeways at the dozen sec-

ondary centers within the 

chiefdom. Polity-wide archi-

tectural data will reconstruct 

labor expenditures and the 

dating of causeway construc-

tion will be used to infer the 

organization and coordina-

tion of power as the Las 

Mercedes chiefdom coa-

lesced. 

 Dr. Rosenswig spent 

time in Chiapas, Mexico this 

past July and August wrap-

ping up the current phase his 

NSF-funded Izapa Regional 

Settlement Project. The Izapa 

research combines nearly 

600 sq km of LiDAR data 

with pedestrian survey and 

excavations to document the 

entire early kingdom during 

its apogee from 700-100 BC. 

While in Chiapas, he visited 

Dr. Marx Navarro-Castillo, a 

UAlbany Ph.D. and previous 

DeCormier recipient, at his 

new job teaching at UNI-

CACH (Chiapas State Uni-

versity). 

 In November, Dr. 

Rosenswig gave an invited 

lecture at the University of 

Texas, San Antonio on the 

results from his documenta-

tion of the Izapa kingdom. In 

the spring, a paper on the 

work at Izapa will be pre-

sented at the annual meeting 

of the Society for American 

Archaeology in Vancouver 

and then an invited lecture 

delivered at Yale University 

in April 2017. 

 Dr. Rosenswig has 

had five peer-reviewed jour-

nal articles published during 

the past year and a new 

book, Modes of Production in 

Archaeology, is set for release 

by the University Press of 

Florida in the new year. With 

co-editor Dr. Jerimy Cun-

ningham, they argue that 

historical materialism re-

mains relevant to archaeo-

logical discourse in the twen-

ty-first century. Modes of 

production describe how 

labor is organized to create 

surplus which is then used 

for political purposes. This 

type of analysis allows ar-

chaeologists to compare and 

contrast peoples across dis-

tant continents and eras, 

from hunter-gatherer groups 

to early agriculturalists to 

nation-states. A dozen chap-

ters provide case studies 

from around the world. 

Rosenswig’s 

new book, 

Modes of  

Production in 

Archaeology,  

co-edited with 

Dr. Jerimy 

Cunningham, is 

set for release 

by the Univer-

sity Press of 

Florida in the 

new year 
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John Schwaller 

During 

2016, 

John 

Schwaller 

has been 

active in 

research 

and 

presenta-

tion on 

the Az-

tecs and early colonial Mexico.  

Among the highlights, he was 

elected to the International 

Order of Carlos V, for sup-

port of Hispanic culture.  The 

ceremony was held in the his-

toric Alcázar of Segovia, Spain, 

on November 19, 2016.  With 

fellow members in full dress, 

under the portraits of the 

kings of Spain he was formally 

installed in the Order.  Earlier 

in the year, in October, Acad-

emy of American Franciscan 

History recognized him with 

the Tibesar Award for Lifetime 

Achievement.  After receiving 

the award, Schwaller present-

ed a formal lecture, entitled, 

“Fr. Agustin de Vetancurt and 

the ‘Via crucis’ in Nahuatl.” 
 Schwaller’s current 

research project is a detailed 

study of the rituals and cere-

monies of the Aztec celebra-

tions of the month of Panquet-

zalitli, which falls in late No-

vember and early December in 

the European calendar.  He 

has presented a series of a 

papers related to this re-

search, including “A Compari-

son of the Depiction of Pan-

quetzaliztli in Sahagún’s Primeros 

memoriales and the Florentine 

Codex” presented for the 

Northeastern Group of Nahuatl 

Scholars, Annual Meeting, Yale, 

May, 2016, a piece called 

“Translating the Sacred: Sa-

hagún’s Narrative of the Pan-

quetzaliztli Festival,” at The 

Fourth Early Americanist Sum-

mit, with a theme of Translation 

and Transmission in the Early 

Americas at the University of 

Maryland, College Park, in June, 

2016, and “The Past as Reinter-

preted through the Panquet-

zaliztli Rituals of the Tenochca 

Mexica,” presented in Novem-

ber at the American Society of 

Ethnohistory Annual Meeting. 

 He has finished work 

on the study and the manu-

script has been submitted to 

the University of Oklahoma 

Press for consideration. 

 In August, Schwaller 

organized a panel at the annual 

meeting of the Sixteenth Centu-

ry Society, that focused on re-

visiting the Spanish struggle for 

justice, the decades long effort 

lead by Bartolome de las Casas 

to institute legislation to pro-

tect native rights in early coloni-

al Spanish America.  He also 

presented a paper: “The Span-

ish Struggle for Justice Revisited: 

The Bureaucrats Take Over,” 

focusing on the efforts of the 

viceroy of Mexico, don Luis de 

Velasco, in the late sixteenth 

century. 

 In conjunction with 

the opening of a new exhibit 

called “In the Shadow of Cor-

tés: From Veracruz to Mexico 

City,” at the Spencer Research 

Library, of the University of 

Kansas, in September, 2016.  

Schwaller was invited to give 

the inaugural lecture.  His 

presentation was entitled, “The 

Men of the Cortés Expedition: 

The First Conquerors of Mexi-

co.”  

 At the Annual Meeting 

of the American Society of Eth-

nohistory, Schwaller was elect-

ed to serve as the Latin Ameri-

can area editor of the society’s 

Journal, Ethnohistory.  The jour-

nal publishes work dealing with 

the history of native groups of 

the Americas, and has two con-

tent editors, one of whom fo-

cuses on native peoples of Can-

ada and the United States, the 

other on Mexico and South and 

Central America. 

 Finally, Schwaller had a 

book accepted for publication.  

Working for over forty years 

on the project, Schwaller and 

Stafford Poole have transcribed 

and translated a manual to assist 

Catholic priests in administering 

the sacrament of confession.  

The original was written in 

1585 under a mandate of the 

Third Provincial Council of 

Mexico.  The council was a 

meeting of all bishops and lead-

ers of religious orders in the 

region to bring local canon law 

in line with the Council of 

Trent.  One of the products of 

the council was this manual for 

confession call the Directorio.  

The University of Oklahoma 

Press will publish the translation 

and analysis in Spring, 2018. 

This fall, Dr. 

Schwaller was 

he was elected 

to the Interna-

tional Order of 

Carlos V, for 

support of His-

panic culture.  

He was also 

recognized 

with the Ti-

besar Award 

for Lifetime 

Achievement 

from the Acad-

emy of Ameri-

can Franciscan 

History 

At this year’s the Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Ethnohistory Schwaller was also elected to serve as the Latin 

American area editor of the society’s Journal, Ethnohistory. 
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 Morgan Marx is a 

Masters student in the De-

partment of Anthropology 

with an emphasis in Mesoa-

merican Archaeology. After 

pursuing archaeology of the 

Northwest Coast in the 

United States, she now fo-

cuses on Formative period 

Mesoamerica—particularly in 

the Soconusco region of 

Chiapas, Mexico. Morgan’s 

general interests include 

figurine production and 

use—notably in regards to 

household ritual—and 

household archaeology 

more generally, especially 

pertaining to the archaeol-

ogy of childhood and pro-

cesses of societal inculcation. 

Her recent research has fo-

cused on providing an an-

thropometric analysis of am-

biguously-sexed figurines. 
 In the summer of 

2015, Morgan participated in 

a survey field season in the 

Soconusco with Dr. Robert 

Rosenswig (UAlbany) as part 

of the Izapa Regional Settle-

ment Project. In the summer 

of 2016, under the direction 

of Dr. Richard Lesure 

(UCLA), she contributed to 

the ongoing Soconusco Ar-

chaeological Database 

(SOCAD) project, which 

organized and analyzed col-

lected figurine artifacts from 

across the Soconusco region 

into an accessible online re-

source. In addition, Morgan 

looks forward to serving as 

an excavation supervisor for 

the 2017 UAlbany Las Mer-

cedes field school in Costa 

Rica. 

IMS Student Associates 

Jeff Bryant 

This year Jeff 

was named a 

Mamont 

Scholar and 

awarded a 

research 

grant by the 

Explorers 

Club. Under 

this support 

he collabo-

rated with geoarchaeologist 

Dr. Tim Beach on sediment 

coring in northwestern Be-

lize.  Jeff's objective is to 

study the introduction of 

cattle and deforestation using 

fungal spore and pollen data 

as ecological indicators. Af-

terwards, Jeff assisted tree 

ecologist Dr. Nick Brokaw, 

in conducting a tree census. 

 Jeff  has recently 

advanced to doctoral candi-

dacy in the Anthropology 

Department at SUNY Alba-

ny, and will be endeavoring in 

the coming year to secure 

funding, and commence dis-

sertation fieldwork. His dis-

sertation will investigate the 

timing and intensity of ero-

sion during the colonial in-

troduction of sheep in Mexi-

co through the study of sedi-

ment cores in both lakes and 

watering holes near colonial 

sheep ranches.  He was also 

selected for the California 

State University Chancellors 

doctoral incentive program 

last year, which is facilitating 

a partnership with the Ad-

vanced Laboratory for Visual 

Anthropology to offer sup-

port for directing an anthro-

pological film as a companion 

to his research. Initial filming 

was conducted during the 

summer field season in Be-

lize. 

 

 Beyond his disserta-

tion research he has been 

engaged in another area of 

paleoenvironmental research 

with Bob Feranec the New 

York State Museum, where 

Jeff is thin-sectioning and 

interpreting seasonal rings on 

marine fish ear bones 

(otoliths) from the inland 

Postclassic Maya city of Ma-

yapan. The data may reveal 

information on seasonality of 

the marine fish trade. During 

the summer, Jeff traveled to 

various estuaries in the Yuca-

tan, to collect modern refer-

ence samples for stable iso-

topic studies to establish 

from where Mayapan was 

importing their fish. Jeff will 

be presenting preliminary 

findings on this research at 

the Society for American 

Archaeology annual meeting 

in Vancouver this spring. 

Morgan Marx 

Former 

DeCormier re-

cipient Jeff Bry-

ant was select-

ed for the Cali-

fornia State 

University 

Chancellors 

doctoral incen-

tive program  

Morgan learning flint knapping 

at the New World Archaeologi-

cal Foundation,   

Chiapas, Mexico 
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Rebecca Mendelsohn 

Rebecca 

began 

2016 in 

Washing-

ton, DC 

finishing 

up her 

Junior 

Fellow-

ship at 

Harvard University’s Dumbarton 

Oaks Research Library and Collec-

tion. She developed close bonds with 

her colleagues in Pre-Columbian 

Studies, and enjoyed the opportunity 

to discuss her research across disci-

plines with fellows in the fields of 

Byzantine Studies and Garden and 

Landscape Studies. Taking her first 

summer off from fieldwork in eight 

years, Rebecca then returned to 

UAlbany, where she taught 

“Introduction to Archaeology.” The 

short course was intense, but she 

found the experience rewarding; she 

was impressed with how much the 

students learned in such a brief peri-

od. This fall Rebecca returned to her 

former position as the IMS graduate 

assistant.  
 Rebecca recently submitted 

her dissertation, “Resilience and In-

terregional Interaction at the Early 

Mesoamerican City of Izapa: The 

Formative to Classic Period Transi-

tion,” to her doctoral committee for 

review, with the goal of 

graduating in May 

2017. The project 

combines economic 

data recovered from 

household excava-

tions in 2014 with 

settlement and reli-

gious data to explain 

why Izapa survived at 

a time (AD 100) 

when many early 

cities struggled or 

collapsed. She argues 

that Izapa’s location 

along a central trade corridor, its 

role as an important religious center, 

and its residents’ shifting alliances 

with neighboring urban centers all 

contributed to the long-term success 

of Izapa’s population. This project 

was generously funded by a 

DeCormier award, as well as by na-

tional granting agencies.  

 In addition to her disserta-

tion, Rebecca has been working to-

ward disseminating her findings 

through presentations and publica-

tions. At the Society for American 

Archaeology conference in April, 

held this year un Orlando, Florida, 

Rebecca presented discoveries from 

recent archival work at the National 

Anthropological Archives and her re-

discovery of the archaeological site 

of Los Toros in Chiapas, Mexico. 

Rebecca co-authored an article titled 

“Izapa and the Soconusco Region, 

Mexico, in the First Millennium AD,” 

with IMS director Robert Rosenswig 

that was published in the September 

issue of Latin American Antiquity. 

Among other things, the paper pre-

sents the recent discovery of a 

causeway at Izapa, linking the site’s 

“new” ceremonial center (100 BC-

AD 1000) to its “old” ceremonial 

core (900 BC-AD 100). Rebecca has 

begun submitting grant proposals for 

a new series of excavations along this 

causeway in the hopes of document-

ing public ceremonial activity over 

the final 1000 years of the site’s his-

tory.  

Crystal Sheedy 

In December 2016, Crystal 

will have completed her 

dissertation fieldwork in 

the Yucatán Peninsula that 

was graciously funded by 

the Fulbright-Hays Doctor-

al Dissertation Abroad 

Fellowship and the Firebird 

Fellowship. Her work con-

tinues to concentrate on 

changes and continuities 

within work patterns and 

cultural linguistic practices 

of Mayas from the Yucatán 

Peninsula, with a particular 

focus on the language sur-

rounding Maya women’s 

identities and socio-

economic positions in the 

community where she 

works. However, after a 

challenging and rewarding 

year of ethnographic field-

work, her focus has broad-

ened to include what she 

learned through her daily 

interaction with her female 

participants in her field 

site. Through fieldwork 

and an understanding of 

the (Yucatec) Maya lan-

guage, she was able to wit-

ness Maya women’s re-

sistance to cultural change 

through their everyday 

discourse genres.   

Crystal taking notes during her ethno-

graphic fieldwork in the  

Yucatán Peninsula, Mexico 

Rebecca (third from the left) with the 2015-2016 cohort of 

Junior Fellows at Dumbarton Oaks 



John’s 

dissertation 

research is 

being funded by 

The Fulbright 

Association 

Grant for his 

research about 

cultural politics 

of teachers and 

schools in 

Nahualá, 

Guatemala 
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IMS Student Alumni 

Mounia El Kotni graduated 

with her PhD in May 2016. 

Her dissertation, Porque 

Tienen Mucho Derecho: 

Parteras, Capacitación and the 

Vernacularization of Human 

Rights in Chiapas, was award-

ed the University at Albany's 

Distinguished Dissertation 

Award. As an IMS Alumni, 

Dr. El Kotni continues her 

long-standing commitment 

to research in Mesoamerica 

and is now a postdoctoral 

research associate with the 

UAlbany Anthropology De-

partment. In the summer of 

2016, she collaborated on 

Dr. Burrell's research pro-

ject "“Securing Futures:  

Security, Democracy and the 

Limits of the State” 

in  Guatemala. Recently, she 

presented two papers relat-

ed to her dissertation re-

search with indigenous mid-

wives in Chiapas, during an 

invited talk at the University 

of Notre Dame, IN, and 

during a panel she co-

organized at the American 

Anthropological Association 

Annual Meeting in Minneap-

olis. 

 Dr. El Kotni is com-

mitted to disseminating her 

research results to a wide 

audience. In 2015, she ac-

tively participated in the plat-

form Anthropology-News, 

co-editing a series on Child-

birth in the Americas, and 

publishing an essay about 

collaborative research. She 

also wrote a piece for 

ROAR magazine on health 

reforms in Chiapas. All these 

articles are available on her 

website. In the academic 

sphere, Dr. El Kotni is cur-

rently collaborating on sev-

eral peer-reviewed articles. 

Her essay "The Hospital is 

Where Women Die" was 

awarded the 2016 IMS David 

Scotchmer Essay Award and 

is currently under review for 

publication.  

 In parallel to her 

research activities, Dr. El 

Kotni provides her anthro-

pological input as a consult-

ant in Paris, France, on sev-

eral entrepreneurial projects 

related to gender and partic-

ipatory action research.  

Mounia with Dr. Jennifer 

Burrell, graduation 2016  

Mounia El Kotni 

Visiting a midwife’s childhood village, Chiapas, Mexico 

March 2015 

“We will wait three years be-

fore another pregnancy.” Family 

planning poster in a public  

hospital, Chiapas, Mexico,  

August 2016 

Crystal’s work demon-

strates that despite previ-

ous ethnographic claims of 

Mayas losing their past cul-

tural practices and ideolo-

gies as a consequence to 

globalization and moderni-

zation projects put forth by 

the government, it is in 

women’s everyday dis-

course genres where it is 

found that Maya women are 

actively maintaining and 

preserving their past cultur-

al ideologies and practices 

as they and their daughters 

obtain jobs and pursue an 

education.  

  For the upcoming 

year, Crystal plans to con-

duct the analysis of her 

data, as well as begin to 

write her dissertation. She 

also hopes to work to-

wards the publication of a 

paper, entitled ““Chismes is 

the Curse of Small Villages”: 

Situating Two Maya Wom-

en’s Moral Identities in a 

Changing World,” that she 

submitted to the Society 

for Linguistic Anthropolo-

gy’s Annual Student Essay 

Competition. This essay 

received honorable men-

tion. She was then invited 

to present a shortened ver-

sion of this paper at the 

annual meeting for the 

American Anthropological 

Association held on No-

vember 16-20, 2016 in Min-

neapolis, Minnesota. 

Former DeCormier 

recipient Crystal 

Sheedy spent 2016 

completing her dis-

sertation fieldwork 

in the Yucatán  

Peninsula. This re-

search was funded 

by a Fulbright-Hays  

Doctoral Disserta-

tion Abroad Fellow-

ship and a Firebird 

Fellowship.  

https://mouniaelkotni.com/articles/
https://mouniaelkotni.com/articles/
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THE INSTITUTE FOR 

MESOAMERICAN 

STUDIES 
 IMS is grateful for the numerous small donations that we have regularly received from 

current and former IMS faculty and students, and from friends of Mesoamerican studies general-

ly, to support IMS-sponsored research and publication activities.  

The national economic downturn has affected our general resources for this work. It has partic-

ularly affected endowments. For IMS, it is the DeCormier endowment that is most seriously 

affected. For more than 30 years, this fund has supported dissertation field work by graduate 

students in Mesoamerican studies -- sometimes enough to complete dissertation work, often a 

basis for pilot studies that have led to successful applications for larger external grants.  

 For many years, IMS has generally been able to support dissertation field work by two 

graduate students every year. For the immediate future, the likelihood is that this fund will pro-

vide significantly reduced levels of support for dissertation research. For those who are able, 

your contributions can help to renew this important part of the infrastructure for Mesoamerican 

research.  
 Donations to the Institute for Mesoamerican Studies, the DeCormier Endowment, or 

to the Mesoamerica Endowment can be sent by check to the Institute for Mesoamerican Studies 

at the address on the left. All donations go to support student research.  

Giving to IMS: Support the DeCormier  Scholarship Fund  

The Institute of Mesoamerican Studies 

We are on the web 

Visit us at 

http://www.albany.edu/ims/  

The Institute for Mesoamerican Studies (IMS) is a nonprofit scholarly research center dedicated 

to the study and dissemination of knowledge about the ancient and modern peoples and cul-

tures of Mesoamerica (Mexico and northern Central America).  

 
Since 1975, IMS helps coordinate the work of the Mesoamerican faculty at the University at 

Albany – SUNY. We have the largest number of full-time Mesoamericanists of any institution 

north of Mexico, and our members are among the most active and prominent scholars in the 

field of Mesoamerican anthropology. The primary activities of IMS are research and publication.  

IMS has three publication series.  
The IMS Monograph Series (http://www.albany.edu/ims/monographs.html) is intended primarily 

for the dissemination of descriptive studies requiring large-format images.  

 
IMS Studies on Culture and Society (http://www.albany.edu/ims/culture&soc.html ) tends to be 

more interpretive works. Volumes in these series are distributed by the University Press of Col-

orado, alongside its respected Mesoamerican Worlds series.  

 
The IMS Occasional Publications Series (http://www.albany.edu/ims/occ_pubs.html) are technical 

reports, published on demand or available for download on the IMS website; For more infor-

mation please contact us at ims@albany.edu, or by telephone at (518) 442-4722.  

 
To order books from the IMS Monograph Series or the IMS Studies on Culture and Society, 

please visit http://www.upcolorado.com/  

 

Recent publications 

 
BASIC K’ICHEE’ GRAMMAR (Revised Edition) by James L. Mondloch, forthcoming, Institute for 

Mesoamerican Studies and the University of Colorado Press. 

 
INDIGENOUS BODIES/MAYA MINDS: RELIGION AND MODERNITY IN A TRANSNATION-

AL K’ICHE’ COMMUNITY by C. James MacKenzie, forthcoming, Institute for Mesoamerican 

Studies and the University of Colorado Press. 

IMS Publications 

  

@IMSUAlbany 

 

 

If you would like to share 

projects with the IMS com-

munity or update your cur-

rent profiles, please contact 

us at ims@albany.edu . 

 

 
We are also looking for 

pictures for the new 

webpages and our Facebook 

page, so please share your 

best shot from the field with 

us! You can email your pic-

tures or post them on our 

Facebook page: 

(www.facebook.com/

IMSUAlbany) 

http://www.albany.edu/ims/
http://www.albany.edu/ims/monographs.html
http://www.albany.edu/ims/culture&soc.html
http://www.albany.edu/ims/occ_pubs.html
http://www.upcolorado.com/
http://upcolorado.com/university-press-of-colorado/item/2931-basic-k-ichee-grammar
http://upcolorado.com/university-press-of-colorado/item/2755-indigenous-bodies-maya-minds
http://upcolorado.com/university-press-of-colorado/item/2755-indigenous-bodies-maya-minds
mailto:ims@albany.edu
http://www.facebook.com/IMSUAlbany
http://www.facebook.com/IMSUAlbany

