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Letter from the Director

Happy Holidays to the IMS com2017 semester and all are en- each conducted archaeological
munity. couraged to attend. analysis as part of their respec-
Many events were tive NSFfunded projects in the

As is evident from the undertaken by IMS over the pasiMexican states of Yucatan, Oa-

faculty and student updates in year. The Day of Triqui Culture xaca and Chiapas (respectively).

this year ds n e breught members,of thiséndidgee r s  One of the most im-

of IMS have been busy during nous community from Oaxaca, portant contributions of IMS is

the past year and much more isMexico together with the UAI- to support student research.

in the works for 2017. To pro- bany community on April I0to  The DeCormier Memorial

vide an easily accessible recordshare food, drink, dance and  Scholarships allowed Yahaira

of student research supported culture. The fourth annual Day NufiezCortés to undertake

by IMS, we will be posting grantof Triqui Culture is being mapping and artifact analysis at

reports on our webpage and  planned for 2017. This fall Dr. Lomas Entierros in Costa Rica in

IMS Graduate Assistant Rebecciennifer Burrell spoke about herpreparation of her dissertation

Mendelsohn is diligently at workresearch on youth culture and fieldwork and for Juan Argueta

collecting and uploading them. the rhetoric of security in high- to study Nahuatl in preparation

Another priority is to facilitate  land Guatemala and then Dr.  of his doctoral work. A First

donations to IMS and we will beAmy Frappier (Skidmore Col- Encounter Award allowed Alyse

receiving support for the UAlba-lege) spoke of climate change Stohmeyer to travel to the Yu-

ny Foundation to create new reconstructions from the Yuca- catan and undertake analysis of

links for our webpage and initi- tan during the past two millenni-effigy censers at Mayapan for her

ate new strategies to engage um and its effects on Mayacul-Mast er 6s t hesi s

interested constituencies. We ture. read each of their reports in the

have recently established an IMS Board members re-  pages that follow.

listserv to facilitate communica- ceived awards, published books The DeCormier Me-

tion with the community. So, if and undertook gransupported morial Scholarship only exists

you have any suggestion of peoresearch. Congratulations to Dr.through donations from friends

ple who should be receiving ourSchwaller for his election to the and colleagues such as yourself.

announcements please email usSpanish Order of Carlos V as Please consider contributing to

atims@albany.edto let us well as receiving the Tibesar the DeCormier Memorial Schol-

know. Award of Lifetime achievement. arship and help IMS support
This year we are very Congratulations also to Drs.  future generations of Mesoa-

happy to welcome Dr. Joanna Burkhart and Masson who both merican scholars.

Dreby from the Department of had new books published during

Sociology to the IMS board of the past year. Despite being  Again, a very Merry Christmas,

directors. Inclusion of Dr. Drebyretired, Dr. Carmack published Happy Hanukah and Happy New

(and Dr. Schwaller from Histo- one book in 2016 and has an- Year to all,

ry) expands our mission beyondother coming out in 2013 go

the traditional focus in Anthro- Bob! During the summer of

pology to engage with a broade2016, Dr. Burrell conducted ///7

range of UAlbany scholars who research in Guatemala with a -

share our research interests in grant from the Gerda Henkel

Mesoamerica. Dr. Dreby will be Foundation. And, Drs. Masson,

giving talk during the Spring Pérez Rodriguez and Rosenswig

proj


mailto:ims@albany.edu

Peter Rohloff delivers his IMS
lecture, February 2016

In February 2016,
IMS hosted speaker Dr.

Institute for Mesoamerican Studies

IMS News

Speaker Series

mal a, 6 di scusded olsi Sowodrsk 9
bringing together insights  Security and Anti

Peter Rohloff, an Associate from community organizing,Corruption Initiatives in
Physician in the Division of cultural and medical anthroGu at emal a. 6 At

Global Health Equities at

pology, and health care de-October, IMS hosted a lec-

the Brigham and Women's livery to provide high im-  ture by Dr. Amy Frappier

Hospital in Boston and
Chief Medical Officer for

pact, low cost health ser- (Skidmore College), a geo-
vices. scientist who discussed

egur

t he

Wuqu' Kawoq: Maya Health In October of 2016the 0 Mud and t he MNaya

Alliance in Guatemala.
Rohl of fds t a
Health: using Teamwork

IMS hosted two speakers. 8 Megadr ought s g:

IFikst, IM® oard memleged néa AfdgEmnviroamental Con-
Dr. Jennifer Burrell text from Northern Yuca-

and Grassroots Organizing (University at Albany, tan Stalagmite Records of

to Build a Different Kind of

SUNY) discussed her recenydroclimate and Com-

Healthcare in Maya Guate- research with a talk entittedp ound Ext r e me

In April 2016, IMS co
sponsored our third annual
Day of Triqui Culture to-
gether with our friends with
Triquis sin Fronteras, and
with the support of The Of-
fice of New Americans of
New York State and UAI-
banyds Kappa
year the event was held off
campus at Sai
ter in Watervliet, NY.

Day of Triqui Culture

This year 8ds ahlne TriguiSpanistEnglish
from a public health discus- dictionary, developed by IMS
sion about diabetes, to sing- faculty associate Dr. Lauren
ing, poetry, traditional danc- Clemens, former IMS faculty
es, the recitation of folktales associate Dr. Aaron
by members of the local Broadwell and members of
Triqui community. As usual, the Albany Triqui Working

the event included lots of ~ Group. The dictionary can bej

delicipus fmod!P i . T h iascessed online abpala-
One hi ghl i ghtriquiovkbortal.ors vy e a

aelebraBoa wais thé unveilthg n -
of the presentation of a new

T\

Ev el


http://copalatriqui.webonary.org/
http://copalatriqui.webonary.org/
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Christopher De Cormier Memorial Scholarship

2016 Award Recipient: Yahaira Nufiez-Cortés

presence of tial since understanding the

structures and  expression of value in objects

materials on the along a continuum is one of Yahaira used

e surface, the areathe main objectives of this )

_ of the site was  research. her DeCormier

i estimated to 4.5 Items coming from .

ha. Lomas En- both domestic and burial con scholarship to

tierros is one of texts are present in the arti- visit the ar-

the largest cen- fact collection of Lomas En-

ters located in  tierros. Artifacts range from - chgeological

the Central Pa- metates, manos, pestles, a

cific region of  variety of ceramic pots, celts, site of Lomas
Yahaira Nufiez Cor- Costa Rica, and it was occu- spindle whorls, figurines, whi: ) .

tés is a doctoral candidate at pied during the centuries be- tles, and personal ornaments ENtierros in

UAlbany. During the fall of  fore the Spanish arrival (AD Human and animal remains .

2016 and with funds from the 800-1500). The site is known were also recovered at Loma Costa Rica in

DeCormier Memorial Scholar-for its monumental construc- Entierros. The bespreserved ;

. . AN : preparation for
ship, Yahaira was able to visittion in cobblestone on top of aexamples were found in a
the archaeological site of Lo- hill and large quantities of im- mass burial of 20 individuals. her dissertation
mas Entierros, located in Cenported items coming from the Two carved bone pendants
tral Pacific Costa Rica. This Greater Nicoya region. are among the most impres- fieldwork at
archaeological site is currently With these funds Ya- sive items found in this con- )
situated under the primary ~ haira was also able to analyzeiext. the site
rainforest of Carara National the artifact collections from This upcoming sprinc
Park. However there is high the 1988 archaeological work of 2017 and with funds from
visibility on the ground, makingt Lomas Entierros, which is DeCormier Memorial Scholar-
it possible to observe the cob-currently housed in the Museoship and the Dissertation Re-
blestone structures, as well asNacional de Costa Rica. The search Fellowship Award from
great quantities of ceramic  analysis of these collections UAlbany, Yahaira will conduct
fragments, metates, manos, led to new insight into the another short season to map
and polished and flaked celts. diversity of imported and localmore structures at Lomas

During this visit to items. Variation in forms, dec-Entierros in preparation for
Lomas Entierros, Yahaira lo- orations, and raw materias her dissertation excavations.
cated with a handheld GPS were important components Yahaira is deeply grateful to
unit the structures excavated of this analysis that could leadthe DeCormier family and the
in 1988, as well as four more to an understanding of materi-IMS community for making this
retaining walls and seven moral culture in terms of grada-  project a reality.
house foundations. Due to thetions of value. This was essen-

2016 Award Recipient: Juan Argueta

Thanks to the preliminary dissertation field- Classical Nahuatl. During those
DeCormier scholarship, Juan work. Every weekday, Juan  6-weeks, he developed his oral
spent 6weeks this summer at spent several hours immersed comprehension, speaking, read-
Yal e Uni ver si twtlbnativd spelakern ledarning ind\ ariting and understanding
huatl Language Study to in- Modern Nahuatl (Huastecan of language structure. Through
crease his proficiency in Na- variant) and with John Sullivanthese means, Juan was exposed
huatl and prepare himself for who provided instruction on  to historical, economic,
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Thanks to the
DeCormier
scholarship, Juan
spent 6-weeks

this summer at

huatl Language
Study to in-
crease his
proficiency in
Nahuatl and
prepare himself
for preliminary
dissertation

fieldwork

The First En-
counter Award
allowed Alyse to
spend two weeks
in Mayapan to
conduct

research on

effigy censers for
her Maste

paper

political, and sociocultural of commodified pre
continuities in Nahua cul-  Hispanic intangible
ture. Additionally, this fall, culture, tourisms,
Juan continued improving hiand local economic
proficiency under the in- strategies.
struction of Louise Burkhart. Not only

Having previously will Nahuatl profi-
conducted ethnographic ciency afford him to
research in Xaltocan, Mexi- buttress establisheqg #5=
cofl a farmer preHispanic  rapport, but also

vale Uni Vv Grihgpbgénit idlartd locatecengage with other Juan (sixth from the left) with his class-
. in the northern Basin of segments of the popula- mat es in Yale Uni
Intensive Na- ; : : ;

Otomi and later conquered pre-Hispanic knowledge)
by the Aztedi in 2013, his and increase participa-

Nahuatl competency will  tion. Additionally, this ability Grant and presented at the
enhance his forthcoming  will be crucial to his compre-115" Annual Meeting of the
research. In the last 30 hension of and insight into  AAA in Minneapolis, MN.

years, annual festivals and contemporary local notions His paper ethnographically
the collaboration among as many descendants per- examined community ar-
various stakeholders have form and subscribe to pre chaeology methods and the
impacted and revitalized  Hispanic cosmology, beliefs,sociocultural, political, and
local preHispanic culture  and customs. economic milieu that fos-
and indigenous identity in This fall, Juan at- tered successful collabora-
Xaltocan. Juatnadisn edd sSSWENMW aAibnbaamng \@arsousGtaka-
will examine the intersectionProfessional Development holders.

First Encounter Award

2016 Recipient: Alyse Strohmeyer

| The First  how they arrived at residen-wr i t i ng of her
= Encounter tial contexts and whether  which would not have been
| Award al-  they were used in a meaningpossible without the gracious

" ¥ to spend lowed Alyse to work with by |1 MS86s First
| two weeks artifacts in a lab as well as  Award.

in Mayapan expand upon her field expe-
doing re-  rience. This award also pro- |
search f or h evidedVarsvitham opportupi-a
per. Her research addressesty to visit other archaeologi-
the contexts of effigy censersal sites such as Chichen Itza
in commoner households at and Uxmal. In addition to the
Mayapan. This trip allowed data collected, and the lab
her to identify the types of and field experience, the
effigy censer fragments re- time spent in Mayapan grant-
covered from 20022009 ed her with a firsthand, cul-
excavations of eight house tural opportunity to learn

[ot§ While these fragments about todayds Mayan
usually make up less than ormmmunities. She now Alyse at Chichen Itza,
percent of household pot-  plans to incorporate a Yucatan, Mexico, 2016

tery, little is known about  wider perspective in the

vers
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IMS Faculty Associates
Louise Burkhart

The official RodriguezAlegria. Also, her meetings with King Herod

publication 2014 American Society for and the Holy Family. Appar- .
\ | date for Dr. Ethnohistory Presidential ently first composed in F?}flted Wo\rl\s
"B ur k h aAdtréss was published in Tlatelolco in the early 1600s

,. Painted Ethnohistoip April, 2016. (a lost manuscript once E-® &
WordsNa- This piece, G@@lshedlsytiareisco &b  , .. .
. hua Catholi- tion as EthneEthnohistory: Paso y Troncoso), the same .

1

| cism, PoliticsTwo Vi ews f r lay tutngdlup in aslightly = 7° 6
il and Memory reads two Nahua texts altered version dated 1724, = -& & &
in the Atzag-the pictorial catechism fromfrom Metepec, in the State ~* & 4
ualco Pictorial Catechism Tizayuca depicted on the of Mexicdi an example of o 28

her birthday, January 30, i ssueds c¢ oV e rhowaNahdlatl gextdin ganrea
2017, with advance copies about Emperor Constantinebanned from publication LouisEu B
coming in December. Go and Saint Heldh as works circulated and survived in a

authored with Elizabeth Hill that inscribe Nahua views ofiterary underground. This

Boone and David Tavérez, their history in these not  project will appear in a Na-

the book presents a facsimiovertly historical text gen- huatl book series issued by

le, her pictograpkby- res. Judging by overheard the University of Warsaw

pictograph decipherment, comments at this Novem- and the Instituto de Docen-

and extensive analysisof ber 6 s Amer i c xiay i®estgacedn Btnolbgd r

this seventeentitentury Ethnohistory conference, ca de Zacatecas. The goal of

Nahua text from Mexico ~ Dr. Burkhart may have rein-this series is to support

TenochtitlanThe authors vi gor at ed R a jangaagegrevitatizatiordasd

analyze the workasanew concept -of 0 endativelarguage literacy

form of indigenous picto- et hnohi st or y @magrontegipohey bla -

graphic writing, as an ex- americanists. huas, using a standardized
pression of Nahua under- New research has orthography (ACK) reada-
standings and usage of Catheen slowed by Dr. ble to all speakers and con-

olicreligion,andasapolit-Bur khart 6 s s eisteniwithecoleaial dacir a i r
cized expression of histori- of the Department of An- ments. Their work will be
cal memory formulated by thropology, but she can the first of colonialera Na-
Atzaqualca who memorial- highlight one current pro- huatl literary art to be pub-
ized don Pedro de Mo- ject. She is collaborating lished in this format. Few
teuczoma (son of the em- with Abelardo de la Cruz, a contemporary Nahuas have
peror) and other illustrious native speaker and Nahuatlany sense of the rich textual
ancestors. It is published asteacher (and sootio-be- corpus their literate fore-
Dumbarton Oaks (through doctoral student) from Chi- bears created while surviv-
Harvard University Press) asontepec, Veracruz, to pub-ing Spanish rule; this book is
Pre-Columbian Art and Ar- lish one of the colonial playsone small step toward reu-
chaeology Series 39. from her Nahuatl Theater niting them with that herit-
Dr. Burkhart has a set as a monolingual book iage.
chapter ent i tNaheal Tiey these thez -

tecs and the Catholic play Barry Sell and | named

Chur cho¢ i-newt HneCitlddmaehiyafl 6 The St ar

Oxford Handbook of The AzSi gno6), a |l ively reenactment
tecs edited by Deborah of the Three Kingsd journey
Nichols and Enrique to Bethlehem and their



http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780884024187
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-the-aztecs-9780199341962?cc=us&lang=en&

