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Academic Appointments

Associate Professor, Department of History, State University of New York at Albany, 2000-present

Assistant Professor, Department of History, State University of New York at Albany, 1994-2000

Instructor, Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures, Columbia University, 1989-92

Education

Ph.D., Department of History, Columbia University, New York, 1995

M.A., Department of History, Columbia University, New York, 1990

W. Averell Harriman Institute, New York, 1993; Certificate in Russian and Soviet Studies

A.B., Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1982.


Magna cum laude in History and Literature

Books

Sviatoi nashego vremeni:  o. Ioann Kronshtadtskii i  russkii narod (Moscow:  Novoe Literaturnoe Obozrenie, 2006).

Ten Homilies on the Beatitudes by St. John of Kronstadt, trans. and ed. (Paris:  Cornerstone Editions, 2003).

A Prodigal Saint:  Father John of Kronstadt and the Russian People (Pennsylvania State University Press/ Studies of the Harriman Institute, 2000).


Winner, Heldt Prize, Association of Women in Slavic Studies, 2000.

Articles and Book Chapters

‘The Church Schism and Old Belief,’ in Abbott Gleason, ed., A Companion to Russian History  (Malden and Oxford:  Wiley/Blackwell, 2009), 145-162.

“The Russian Style Churches of St. Petersburg,” in George Jackson and Alexej Ugrinsky, eds., St. Petersburg 300:  A Biography of the City As Viewed from the Anniversary of Its Founding (Hempstead, NY:  Hofstra University/Lima:  Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos/Centro de Produccion Fondo Editorial, 2008), 63-84.

‘”Popular” Religion in Russia and Ukraine (review essay),’  Kritika:  Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 9, 3 (Summer 2008), 1-14.

‘Metropolitan Vitaly (Ustinov),’ Sobornost’ (incorporating Eastern Churches Review), 30:1 (2008):  72-84.

The Savior on the Waters Church War Memorial in St Petersburg,’ in Valerie A. Kivelson and Joan Neuberger, eds., Picturing Russia:  Essays on Visual Evidence (Yale University Press, 2008), 124-128.

‘Vitriny samoderzhaviia:  russkaia tserkovnaia arkhitektura za granitsei ,’ ‘The Vitrines of Autocracy:  Russian Orthodox Churches Outside the Empire,’ in L. G. Zakharova, S. V. Mironenko, and T. Emmons, eds., Petr Andreevich Zaionchkovskii: sbornik stateii i  vospominanii k stoletiiu istorika (Moscow: Rosspen, 2008), 451-471.

‘Nuns’ Confessions in Imperial Russia,’ Ohio Slavic Papers, vol. 7 (Summer 2007), 1-27.

 ‘Written Confessions and the Structure of Sacred Narrative,’ in Mark Steinberg and Heather Coleman, eds., Sacred Stories:  Religion and Spirituality in Modern Russian Culture (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2007):  93-118.

‘Church Merger, Putin’s Acquisition:  A Russian Orthodox Reunion,’ Wall Street Journal, May 25, 2007 (http://www.opinionjournal.com/taste/?id=110010122).
‘Foreword,’ in Vladimir Tsurikov, ed., The Trinity Sergius Lavra in Russian History and Culture (Jordanville, NY:  Holy Trinity Seminary Press, 2005):  13-23.

‘The Mystery of Confession in Imperial Russia,’ Modern Greek Studies Yearbook, vol. 20/21, 2004/2005:  1-15.

 ‘Protectors of Women and the Lower Orders:  Constructing Sainthood in Modern Russia,’ in Robert H. Greene and Valerie Kivelson, eds., Orthodox Russia:  Belief and Practice Under the Tsars (Penn State University Press, 2003):  189-218.

“Orthodoxies and Revisions,” in Samuel H. Baron and Cathy A. Frierson, eds., Adventures in Russian Historical Research (Armonk, NY:  M. E. Sharpe, 2003):  229-242.

“Describing Metropolitan Philaret, Past and Present,” in Vladimir Tsurikov, ed., Philaret, Metropolitan of Moscow 1782-1867 (The Variable Press, 2003):  193-205.

 ‘Imperial Immortality:  Politics, Diplomacy, and the Building of the Russian Church at the Shipka Pass,’ Modern Greek Studies Yearbook, vol. 16-17, 2003:  243-255.

‘Orthodoxy in Russia,’ with Peter Bouteneff, Cambridge History of Christianity (Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2009).

 ‘Ioann of Kronstadt and the Reception of Sanctity, 1858-1988,’ Russian Review 57 (July 1998):  325-44.

‘Metropolitan Antonii Khrapovitskii and the “Jewish Question,” in Vladimir von Tsurikov, ed., Metropoolitan Antonii Khrapovitskii and Russian Orthodoxy in the 20th Century (Jordanville, NY:  Holy Trinity Seminary Press, forthcoming).

‘Asymmetry in Practice: Unraveling the rhythmic profile of Russian Orthodox Chant,’ PSALM Notes, Fall 1998:  12-14.

Selected Book Reviews and Encylopedia Articles

Russia’s Lost Reformation:  Peasants, Millenialism, and Radical Sects in Southern Russia and Ukraine, 1830-1917, Journal of Modern History 78 no. 3 (September 2006):  776-78.

Russkaia Pravoslavnaia Tserkov’:  sovremennoe sostoianie i aktual’nye problemy, Ab Imperio, 3/2006, 647-8.

Converging Worlds:  Religion and Community in Peasant Russia, 1861-1917 Russian Review 64 (January 2005): 140-1

Enlightener of Rus’:  The Image of Vladimir Sviatoslavich across the Centuries Russian History/Histoire Russe 31, no. 3 (Fall 2004):  314-315.

The Cossacks and Religion in Early Modern Ukraine Russian History/Histoire Russe 31, no. 3 (Fall 2004):  315-317.

Church and State in Soviet Russia:  Russian Orthodoxy from World War II, Russian Review 62, 4 (October 2003):  662.

Imitations of Life:  Two Centuries of Russian Melodrama, Russian History v. 30, #3 (2003), 351-2.

The Orthodox Church in the History of Russia, Russian Review 59 (April 2000):  298-9.

Of Religion and Empire, Slavic Review (Spring 2002):  155-6.

The Magic Mirror:  Cinema in Russia, 1908-1918, Russian History/Histoire Russe, Winter 2000, 145.

Ethnicity, Nationalism and Conflict in and after the Soviet Union, Peace and Change, v. 24, #1 (January 1999):  107-9.

Holy Women of Russia, Russian Review 57 (April 1998):  297-8.

The Encyclopedia of New York State (Syracuse University Press, 2003), entries on:  Orthodox Tradition, Russian emigration, Russian Orthodox Churches, Greek Orthodox Churches, Jordanville, New York.

Works in Progress

Confession in Modern Russia, book manuscript.

Conference Participation and Invited Paper Presentations

 ‘Russian Women and Confession,’ First Annual Day Conference (December 5, 2008) of The Sophia Institute, Union Theological Seminary, New York, New York (Women and the Orthodox Church:  Past Roles, Future Paradigms).

‘Nuns, Laywomen, and their Spiritual Fathers’ (I organized this panel, titled:  Orthodox Women and their Confessors in Imperial Russia), American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, November 21, 2008, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Chair:  Saints in Russia:  Pilgrims, Princes, and Miracles, 16th-19th centuries, AAASS, November 23, 2008, Philadelphia, PA.

‘The Story, the Frame, and the Liturgy:  The Russian Icon in Form and Function,’ keynote lecture for The Authority of the Image, symposium accompanying two exhibitions at the Memorial Art Gallery, Rochester, New York (Tradition in Transition:  Russian Icons in the Age of the  Romanovs and Subverting the Sacred:  The Face of Lenin, October 5, 2008-January 4, 2009.

‘Orthodox Women and their confessors in 18th and 19th century Russia,’ (panel title:  ‘Linking Russia and the West through the Experience of Orthodox Women,’) Berkshire Women’s History Conference, Minneapolis, MN, June 14, 2008.

‘Defining the “Other”:  Metropolitan Antonii (Khrapovitskii), the Union of the Russian People, and Jews in Volyn', 1902-1914,’ American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, November 18, 2007, New Orleans, Louisiana (panel title:  ‘Unmaking the Orthodox Russian Empire:  Problems of Cultural Identification, Religious Politics, and the End of Imperial Discourse, 1750-1917’).

Discussant, “Religious Biographies in Late Imperial Russia,” American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, November 17, 2007, New Orleans, Louisiana.

‘Orthodox Sharia? Church and Police Enforcement of Religious Confession in the Russian Empire (Metropolitanate of Kiev), 1820-1917.’ Islam and Orthodoxy Series, History Department/Harriman Institute, Columbia University, New York, NY, October 26, 2007.

Discussant, ‘An Imagined Past:  Holy Russia,” Beyond Russia Imagined: Reflections on the Exhibition (Russia Imagined, 1825-1855:  The Art and Impact of Fedor Solntsev), a Symposium Jointly Sponsored by The New York Public Library and The Harriman Institute at Columbia University with support from the Trust for Mutual Understanding, March 23, 2007, New York, New York.

‘Shoes and Ships:  the Afterlife of Holy Admiral Ushakov,’ American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, November 17, 2006, Washington, DC.

‘Metropolitan Antonii (Khrapovitskii) and the ‘Jewish Question,’’ Holy Trinity Seminary Colloquium, October 7, 2006, Jordanville, New York.

‘The Written Confessions of Nuns in Eighteenth-Century Russia,’ American Catholic Historical Association Annual Conference, Worcester, MA, April 7, 2006.

‘The Practice of Confession in Modern Russia,’ The Harriman Institute, multi-disciplinary conference:  ‘Orthodoxy and Identity in Post-Atheist Russia,’ Columbia University, New York, NY, March 31, 2006 (invited presentation).

Discussant, ‘Religious Crossings:  Confessional Issues Across the Borders of the Russian Empire in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries,’ Association for the Study of Nationalities, 2006 World Convention, March 25, 2006. 

Discussant, ‘Was the Russian Orthodox Church on the Verge of a Reformation in 1917?’ Roundtable at AAASS annual meeting, Salt Lake City, UT, November 3, 2005.

Chair, ‘Visions of Entry Into the Next World in Premodern Russia,’ AAASS annual meeting, Salt Lake City, UT, November 5, 2005.

‘Nuns’ confessions in imperial Russia,’ Association for the Study of Eastern Christianity annual conference, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, October 21, 2005 (invited presentation).

“Confession in Orthodox Rus’,” St Vladimir Memorial Church, Jackson, New Jersey, March 25, 2005 (invited presentation).

‘Liturgy as Political Rhetoric in Imperial Russia,’ Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, February 10, 2005 (invited presentation).

‘True Confessions:  Sacrament and Mystery in Modern Russia,’ University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, February 3, 2005 (invited presentation). 

“Imperial Uses of Liturgy in the Eighteenth Century and Beyond,” paper presented  as part of panel on "Shaping Nationalistic Discourse: Literature, Liturgy, and Historiography as Sources of Patriotic Rhetoric in the Russian Empire,” American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Boston, Massachusetts, December 4, 2004.

Discussant, "Spiritual Fathers and their Children in Orthodoxy and Old Belief,” American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Boston, Massachusetts, December 5, 2004.

Discussant, “The Trinity Sergius Lavra in Russian History and Culture,” Holy Trinity Seminary Colloquium, Jordanville, NY, October 23, 2004.

“Russian Icons Between Europe and Modernity,” Hillwood Museum, Washington, DC, October 16, 2004.

“Confessional Discourse in Modern Russia,” Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, May 14, 2004.

“Confessional Language and Modernity,” workshop sponsored by the Davis Center/Association for Eastern Christianity, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, March 26-27, 2004.

“True Confessions:  Sacrament and Practice in Imperial Russia,” Edmonton, Alberta, February 9, 2004.

“The Mystery of Confession in Imperial Russia,” American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Toronto, Ontario, November 21, 2003.

Discussant, “Pan-Slavism in its European Context,” American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Toronto, Ontario, November 20, 2003.

“Confession:  Religion and Gender in Imperial Russia,” James W. Cunningham Memorial Lecture, November 14, 2003, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

“The Russian Style Churches of St. Petersburg,” invited lecture at St. Petersburg:  300th Anniversary:  The City as a Cradle of Modern Russia, November 8, 2003, Hofstra University, Hempstead, New York.

Discussant, ‘New Balkan Questions:  War and After, Identity and Beyond’:  a Colloquium, April 4, 2003, University at Albany, New York.

Discussant, ‘Bishops in Imperial Russia,’ November 24, 2002, American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Discussant, ‘Nicholas and Alexandra as Patrons of Feodorovskii Gorodok,’ November 25, 2002, AAASS, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

‘Representations of Mazepa and Ukraine in Peter the Great’s Poltava Victory Service,’ October 29, 2002.  Harriman Institute, New York, NY (invited presentation).

‘Women’s Confessions in Imperial Russia,’ paper presented at ‘Sacred Stories:  Religion and Spirituality in Modern Russian Culture,’ University of Illinois, February 2002.

‘Snokhachestvo Penalties for a Master, a Mistress, and a Maidservant in the Eighteenth Century,’ November 2001, AAASS, Washington, DC.  I organized this panel, entitled ‘Negotiating Power in Life and Art.’

‘New Rituals in the Rechristianization of Russia,’ March 18, 2001. Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island (invited presentation)

‘Blessed Kseniia and her Cult,’ February 16, 2001, guest lecture at Harriman Institute, New York, NY

 (invited presentation).

‘Imperial Immorality Abroad:  the Shipka Pass Project, 1880-1903,’ November 10, 2000, AAASS, Denver, Colorado.  I organized this panel, entitled ‘Church, War, Memory:  Orthodox Monuments to Victory, Defeat, and Empire.’

Chair, ‘Orthodox Visions of State Authority in Late Imperial Russia,’ November 12, 2000, Denver, Colorado.

‘Russia’s Modern Saints,’ November 12, 2000, All Saints of Russia Church, Denver, Colorado (invited presentation).

‘Life After Life:  the Posthumous Career of St. John of Kronstadt,’ March 28, 2000, St. Vladimir Society, Jackson, New Jersey (invited presentation).

‘Women Sinners and a Male Saint,’ Ray Ginger lecture, December 2, 1999, Brandeis University, Waltham, Massachusetts (invited presentation).

Chair, ‘Orthodoxy, Autocracy, and Society in Late Imperial Russia,’ November 20, 1999, AAASS, St. Louis, Missouri.

‘Sect or Sanctity?  Ioannites, Newspapers, and the Holy Synod,’ November 18, 1999, AAASS, St. Louis, Missouri.

‘Russian History Through Film,’ October 16, 1999, “Teaching with Film:  Interdisciplinary Approaches to Cinema Studies” Conference, Amherst, NY.

‘Gauging Lived Orthodoxy Through Saints’ Cults in Late Imperial Russia,’ March 20 1999, Workshop on Lived Orthodoxy in the Russian Historical Experience, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

‘The Rechristianization of Russia,’ Keynote Speaker/Brown Bag Lecture, March 17, 1999, Center for Russian and East European Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (invited presentation).

Discussant, ‘Vilnius 1640: Peoples, Confessions, and Languages in Contact,’ Workshop on Lived Orthodoxy in the Russian Historical Experience, February 13, 1999, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

‘Glasnost and its Aftermath:  the Fate of Father Ioann and Other Modern Saints,’ November 1, 1997, the St. John of Kronstadt Society, Utica, NY (invited presentation).

‘Father Ioann of Kronstadt and Orthodox Pastors,’ June 3, 1997, Holy Trinity Seminar, Jordanville, NY (invited presentation).

Discussant, ‘The Search for an Authentic Spirituality and the Russian Gnostics,’ March 1997, Mid-Atlantic Slavic Conference, AAASS, Albany, NY.

‘Help and Repentance:  Women’s Confessions to Father Ioann of Kronstadt, 1890-1908,’ November 1996, AAASS, Boston, Massachusetts.  I organized this session, which was entitled “The Piety of Women in Late Imperial Russia:  Perceptions and Representations.”

“From Goddesses to Patriarchs:  the Christianization of Pagan Rus’,” September 1996, University of New Hampshire (invited presentation).

‘The Social Agenda of Father Ioann of Kronstadt,’ April 1996, New England Slavic Association, Worcester, Massachusetts

Discussant, “Representation and Identity in Russia and the USSR,” Workshop on New Approaches in Russian and Soviet History, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, March 23, 1996.

Discussant, “Women in Russian Literature and Culture,” October 1995, AAASS, Washington, DC.

‘Confessions to Father Ioann of Kronstadt as a Source for Popular Religious Mentalities in Late Imperial Russia,’ April 1994, American Catholic Historical Association, Worcester, Massachusetts.

‘The Crisis of Religion in Late Imperial Russia,’ April 1993, New England Slavic Association, Boston, Massachusetts.

Fellowships, Grants, and Honors

Advanced Research Fellowship, American Councils Research Scholar Program (Title VIII), 2009

Faculty Research Assistance Program A Grant, 2008

National Council for Eurasian and East European Research Travel Grant, 2004-06

University Travel Grant, 2003

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend, 2002.

FRAP B Research Grant, 2002.

New York State/UUP Professional Development Research Grant, 2001.

New York State/UUP Professional Development Research Grant, 2000.

International Research and Exchanges Fellowship, 1999.

University at Albany Faculty Council Travel Grant, 1999.

United University Professional Development Research Grant, 1998.

Social Science Research Council Postdoctoral Fellowship, 1995-1997.

University at Albany Faculty Research Award Program Grant, 1996.

Harriman Institute Fellowship, 1993-1994.

Harriman Institute Junior Fellowship, 1992-1993.

International Research and Exchanges Fellowship, 1991-1992.

Harriman Institute Junior Fellowship, 1990-1991.

Congress of Russian Americans Fellowship, 1989-1990.

Columbia University Presidential Scholarship, 1988-1989.

Koulaieff Foundation Fellowship, 1987-1988

Michael C. Rockefeller Traveling Fellowship, 1982-1983.

Elizabeth Cary Agassiz Award, 1981.

Radcliffe College Scholarship, 1978-1982.

Additional Professional Activities 

 Interviewed for Se Chelovek/Ecce Homo, a two-part documentary film on St. John of Kronstadt.  Premiered in St. Petersburg, Russia, March 30, 2009.

The Jewish-Ukrainian Encounter. Interdisciplinary initiative to deepen understanding of the breadth and diversity of the encounter between Jewish and Ukrainian peoples by showcasing ways in which the two co-existing cultures interacted and influenced one another in a variety of domains over several centuries, and to contribute to reconciliation efforts by providing a forum for contemporary Jewish and Ukrainian scholars to collaboratively explore contentious issues and their respective narratives relating to both the harmonious and the negative  aspects of their encounter, and insofar as possible, to produce a shared historical narrative that is cogent to both groups.  Presentation on “Influence of the Russian Orthodox Church in Shaping Ukrainian-Jewish Relations in the 19th-early 20th Centuries,’ Salzburg, Austria, June 8, 2009.

‘Representations of Russian Monarchy,’ radio interview with Richard Wortman, March 2000, for ‘Talking Heads.’

‘Teaching Russian History to American Students,’ television interview with Ethnic Broadcasting Network, December 8, 1998, Albany, New York.

‘The State of Russian Ethnic Identity in the Émigré Community,’ television interview with Ethnic Broadcasting Network, July 28, 1998, Jackson, New Jersey.

Manuscript Reviewer for , Canadian American Slavic Studies The Historian, Journal of Modern History, Russian Review, Slavic Review, The Public Historian, Peace and Change, Kritika, Houghton Mifflin, Studies of the Harriman Institute Series, Northern Illinois University Press, Indiana University Press,  Pennsylvania State University Press, University of Toronto Press.

Grant Reviewer for Fulbright Foundation, ACTR/ACLS, and Title VIII.

Courses Taught

History 643:  Readings Seminar, History of Religion:  Historiography 

History 642:  Readings Seminar, The Russian Empire in the 18th Century

History 620:  Research Seminar, Film in Soviet and Post-Soviet History

History 620:  Research Seminar:  Introduction to Hagiography

History 620:  Research Seminar:  Cold War Representations in Film

History 619:  Research Seminar, 20th Century Russian History

History 619:  Research Seminar, 19th Century Russian History

History 611:  Research Seminar:  Writing an Introduction to a Primary Source

History 611:  Readings Seminar, Representations of Religion in Classic and Modern Film

History 520:  Readings in Modern Russian History

History 495z-496z:   Senior Honors Seminar

History 355:  History of Russia II, 1850-2000.

History 354:  History of Russia I, 850-1850.

History 353:  History of Eastern Europe II, 1600-2000.

History 297:  Religion in History and Society

History 130:  Western Civilization

University Service

Middle States Committee on Higher Education Self-Study, Faculty Committee, 2008-2009

Department Self-Assessment, 2008-2009

Faculty Working Group on Internationalization (developing a strategic plan for the further internationalization of the University), 2007-2008

Academic Programs Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, 2007-8

Chair, 20th Century Britain/France search committee, 2006-2007

Slavic Languages and Literatures search committee, 2006-2007

Faculty Council, CAS, 2006-2008

Medieval History search committee, 2005-2006

French Cultural Studies search committee, 2004-2005

Latin American History search committee, 2002-2003

Core Curriculum Study Group (Europe), 2002-present

New York State Board of Regents, Curriculum Development Committee, 2002

Undergraduate Committee, Department of History, 2002-present, 1994-1996

University Senate Department Representative, 2001-present

University Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2000-2001

Graduate Director, Department of History, 1999-2001

Faculty Council Department Representative, 2000-2002

Distance Learning Committee, Department of History, 2000-present

Phi Alpha Theta Faculty Director, 1999-2001

Long Range Planning Committee, Department of History, 1998-present

Graduate Committee, Department of History, 1997-2002

Middle States Sub-Committee on Libraries, Computing, and Other Learning Resources, 1999

Advisory Panel on Establishing a SUNY Center on Russia and the United States, 1998

Chair, Sub-Committee for Grievance Procedures, Faculty Council, 1997-1998

Faculty Council Department Representative, College Academic Program Committee, 1996-1998

Committee on the History and Media Program, Department of History, 1997-present

Faculty Development Institute:  Cross-Cultural Approaches to Curriculum Transformation, 1997

Arthur C. Ekirch Prize Judge, Department of History, 1994-present

Professional Affiliations

American Academy of Religion; American Historical Association; American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies; Coordinating Council for Women in History; International Hagiography Society; Association for Women in Slavic Studies; Association for the Eastern Christian History and Culture; Russian Orthodox Church Musicians’ Foundation (Board Member).

Languages
Russian, Old Church Slavonic, Ukrainian, French, German, Italian

Publishing Experience
St Martin’s Press, New York, New York     1985-1986

Associate Editor, Scholarly and Reference Books

Vogue Magazine, New York
1983-1984

Features Assistant

