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Ready for another academic year?   A new 
season is arriving and we at the sustainability 
office are striving to bring programs designed 
to reduce our environmental impact.  Here is 
what is happening this month: 

 

 

The energy campaign will kick off once again 
on September 8th and 
run through Novem-
ber 14th.  Our goal is 
to achieve a 10% re-
duction in electricity 
use from our baseline. 
Look for email up-
dates and keep track at 
our website: 
www.albany.edu/gogreen. 

Interesting in trying vanpooling? Want to car-
pool but don’t know how to find someone to 
share the ride?  Then come to the brown bag 
lunch and learn on September 14 from 12 to 1 
pm in the Terrace Lounge.  Learn about 

IPool2, our free carpool-
ing service and vanpool-
ing.  A van will be avail-
able for free the week 
following the program 
for any group interested 
in trying it out. The car-
pooling service features 
a guaranteed ride home 
in case of emergencies.  

Even carpooling once or twice a week can 
made a difference.  Information on IPool2 
can be found at: www.IPool2.com 
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New this fall 

Car sharing 

Rent cars on an hourly basis through Con-

nect by Hertz.  This is open to those 18 

and up with a driver’s license. Sign up at 

www.connectbyhertz.com by September 

30 and there is no membership fee!  

Students use code: 1888491 

Employees use code: 1887861 

Universal Access 

UAlbany community members can ride the 

CDTA lines for free with a simple swipe of 

their ID card! 

See page 8 for more information on these 

two new programs. 

Reverse vending 

A bottle return machine is coming to the 

campus center.  Bring your bottles and 

cans and get your deposit back. See page 7 

for more details. 

Sustainability House in State 

Quad 

A new sustainability themed house has 

started in Whitman and will join those in 

Colonial and Indian to serve as models for 

environmentally responsible living. More 

on the sustainability houses on page 9. 

Energy Campaign 

Free Van!! 



Farmer’s Markets providing fresh, local food 

Late summer is a great time to enjoy the outdoors in 
Albany.  This summer has been especially humid, 
leaving many of us to head for a lake, pool or one of 
the UAlbany fountains! 

One of the more anticipated events over the summer 
is the increase in farmer’s markets providing abundant 
fresh fruits and vegetables that are produced at farms 
across the region. The New York State Department 
of Agriculture and Markets has developed a compre-
hensive list of these markets which can be found at: 
www.agmkt.state.ny.us/AP/
CommunityFarmersMarkets.asp 

Simply click on your county to find one! 

Additionally, many decide to purchase a share in a 
community supported agriculture farm or CSA.  
Members are provided  a weekly  share of the farm’s 
harvest at drop off locations throughout the region 
including one at our university. 

To find a CSA, go to localharvest.org, click on CSA 
and type in your zip code.  You can also find informa-
tion at: http://alloveralbany.com/
archive/2009/03/09/csa-sign-up-time 

But plan ahead, most shares are sold in the month of 
March for the 
summer season.   
For more infor-
mation on local 
CSA’s call the 
office at (518) 
956-8120. 

Other Farmer’s Markets located near 
the University 

If you’re thinking about picking up some fresh pro-
duce during lunch or right after work or school, here 
are some additional spots close to UAlbany: 

Albany Daily Market  

4 McKown Rd., off of Western Ave.  

Monday-Friday 12pm-5:30pm until late September  

Located off of Western Avenue behind Passanno 

Paints, the Barber Family sponsors a daily market.  Be 

sure to try their sweet corn!! 

 

CDPHP Farmer’s Market  

500 Patroon Creek Blvd.  

Thursdays 11am-1:30pm 
until October 7  

Located in the CDPHP 

parking lot, this hosts a 

variety of vendors that sell 

fresh produce, flowers and a range of specialty items. 

 

Harriman Campus Farmer’s Market  

Buildings 8 & 8A 

Thursdays 10 am– 2pm until October 28 

A new one this year to check out right next door. 

Our weekly Farmer’s Market will 

begin on September  16th and 

run every Thursday from 11 am 

to 3 pm through the semester.  

Look for a new location, on the 

lower level of the campus center 

on the Dutch Quad side. Stop by 

and say hi to Jim and definitely 

try the cider donuts! 

Weekly Farmer’s Market located near 
the campus center 

Amount of  local food purchased 
for dining halls increases 

Buying local produce helps ensure the freshness 
of our food, boosts the local economy, and cre-
ates a connection with the community. In recog-
nition of these facts, UAS and Chartwells have 
set a goal to purchase 25% of food for our din-
ing halls from local suppliers in the current aca-
demic year, with a goal of having one-third of 
our food coming from local suppliers by 2013.  
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Wrap up of  spring semester events 
Green Grams Recyclemania 

Empire Bills program 

A new program was started the last academic year under 

the guidance of Empire Council Chair Brittni Laterza.  

On St. Patrick’s 

Day, green grams 

were for sale.  This 

consisted of a candy 

package adorned 

with eco friendly 

tips.  They were sold 

for $1 each or $2 for 

delivery.  Proceeds 

were donated to the 

nearby Albany Pine 

Bush Discovery 

Center. Thanks to Brittni for showing her initiative and 

creativity by envisioning  and implementing this project.   

Recyclemania wrapped up its fourth year here at 

UAlbany.  This year, we recycled 13 pounds per 

person during the ten week event for a total of 

over 240,000 pounds of recycled material. 

As you start this academic year, remember that we 

have three main streams of waste: garbage, mixed 

paper and commingled items of glass, plastic and 

aluminum.  Students should separate these and 

place them in the designated recycling containers 

throughout campus, the appropriate containers in 

trash rooms and specially marked dumpsters at the 

apartments.  We also recycle batteries and ink jets.  

These items can be placed in the labeled containers 

near the quad offices and bookstore. 

The Empire Bills program entered its second year.  This 

program continues to grow in popularity with residents, 

gaining a measure of infamy.  Each bill not only shows 

the residents how much they would have to pay for elec-

tricity in their apartment if in the “real world”, it also pro-

vides energy savings tips.  Information on the highest, 

lowest and average apartment usage is included for com-

parison purposes. This year we expect to send out bills in 

October and November, in support of our energy cam-

paign.  In the spring, bills will arrive in March and April 

and apartments that have the lowest energy consumption 

and largest decline in energy use will be eligible for a 

prize.  Look for details about the program on our website 

and in the Commons Room. 

Brittni presenting a check to Erin 

Kinal of the Pine Bush Discovery 

Center. 

The bin shoot is one of the more anticipated 

events during the spring.  Mostly because of 

the sweet shirts you get as prizes. 
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Green apartment demonstration 
One of the programs that had a striking impact on stu-

dents was the “greenhouse on the apartments” program.  

Raquel Eustache created this program and obtained a stu-

dent success grant to 

help fund it.  Partici-

pants in the program 

received many eco-

friendly tips, taking a 

sustainability quiz as 

they explored 

through the apart-

ment.  After finishing 

at the various sta-

tions, participants 

were entitled to eco-

friendly products 

such as Brita water pitchers and filters, Seventh Genera-

tion cleaning products, power strips and CFL light bulbs.   

Over 70 people ventured out on a rainy March night to 

check out how to outfit their space in an environmentally 

friendly manner.  Raquel was rewarded for all her hard 

work by receiving the first place award at the Residential 

Life Learning Outcomes 

showcase. Way to go! 

Everybody loves free eco-friendly goodies!!!! 

How do you save energy in 

the kitchen? 

Handing out tips. 

Raquel with informational items 

Business Plan competition 

CSNE and the Business 

School partnered with Un-

ion and RPI to hold the first 

business plan competition in 

April.  The plans focused on 

green energy technologies.  

Teams from around the re-

gion were selected as final-

ists. The winners were BESS 

technology from UAlbany 

Nanotech for their plan on 

battery storage technology.  

The team consisted of Brian 

Butcher, Jae Ho Lee and Isaac Lund.  They re-

ceived $10,000 in cash and $9,000 in consulting 

and legal services. Congratulations! 

G3 program 

Each May after many graduate students have 

ended classes and final projects, the first year 

MBA students enter a rigorous academic experi-

ence called  Going Green Globally, or G3.  In 

this program, students work in teams to develop 

sustainability strategies for corporate clients. 

This past year’s clients included Price Chopper, 

Living Resources, SEFCU, Capital District 

YMCA, Goodrich and Clearview Bags.  

Many professors from several disciplines serve to 

mentor, provide presentations and judge the 

teams.  The entire program is under the guidance 

of Professors Linda Krzykowski and Paul Mi-

esing. G3 provides an excellent, real life learning 

opportunity for UAlbany students. To learn 

more about the program, go to: 

www.albany.edu/business/FTMBA_G3_index.s

html. 



Our Earth Day celebration, entitled Earth Love 101, was 
held on April 22nd in the campus center.  The day fea-

tured many exhibitors along 
with a special happy Earth 
Day cake to celebrate its 
40th anniversary.  Just be-
fore noon, President Philip 
engaged in a recycling bin 
shoot contest with three stu-
dent contestants.  Showing 
his superior skill and tech-
nique, he managed to win 
two out of the three con-
tests.  In the afternoon, the 
crowd was entertained by 
the Sketchy Characters and 
Sustainability the Musical 
performed by St. Rose stu-

dents.  The evening was 
capped off with an excellent 
panel discussion headed by 
Professors Leibo and De-
lano.  The day also featured 
the first ever University 
wide clothing exchange. 
Items were collected and 
sorted by volunteers and put out for 
the taking on Earth Day. After the 
event, over 30 boxes of clothes were 
sent to Goodwill. 

 Wrap up of  spring semester events 
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Earth Love 101 Shredding day 

On Arbor Day, April 

30, the Employee As-

sistance Program 

teamed up with the 

Office of Environ-

mental Sustainability 

to sponsor a shredding 

day on campus.  The 

community responded 

by bringing 3,000 

pounds or 1.5 

tons of paper to 

shred.  This is the 

equivalent of 

planting 23 trees.   

Thanks to all who 

participated and 

look for this an-

nual event next 

April. 

As part of the Earth Love 101 cele-

bration, Coca-Cola sponsored a dorm 

recycling contest the week prior to 

Earth Day.  The amount of bottles 

and cans collected in the quads was 

tracked by our grounds staff to deter-

mine the winner of the Wii gaming 

system package.   This year the award 

went to Indian Quad!  Congrats and 

enjoy playing on the super energy ef-

ficient Wii gaming system. 

ProShed mobile unit 

The bookstore’s contribution 

Dorm recycling contest 

Did you know that it takes 40% 
less energy to produce paper from 
recycled content than virgin wood? 

Yes the bin shoot was there 

Sustainability Coordinator 

John Zelenak greets visitors 



Why don’t we Carpool? 

Over the last eighteen months, a UAlbany  re-

search team has embarked on a study funded by 

NYSERDA and NYSDOT that examined the 

commuting behaviors and preferences of our 

campus community. Headed by Professor Kate 

Lawson and Mary Ellen Mallia, the team discov-

ered the following: 

73% of our employees and 39% of our stu-

dents drive alone to campus on a daily basis. 

Every year at move out time, special collection bins are set up at the five dorm 

quads to collect gently used but unwanted items from students.  Sustainability 

coordinators and council members helped man 

the collection bins and sort donations.  UAS 

generously provided monies to help hire mov-

ers who brought some of the items to the 

homeless shelter at the First  Lutheran Church 

and the rest to the Grounds building.  There 

items were separated by category.  Three car-

loads of clothes were sent to Goodwill, four 

boxes of bedding was donated to a local animal 

rescue group and food was provided to the 

pantry at First Lutheran.  A large amount of items in-

cluding furniture, mini-fridges, lamps, dishes, wastebaskets, rugs and shelving 

units was collected by the USCRI (US Committee on Refugees and Immigrants).  

This group helps immigrants and refugees get established in the Albany area.   

Check out the photos to follow the donated materials’ journey from UAlbany to a 

new life with a grateful recipient. 

Give and Go 

Above: carload of clothes 

headed for Goodwill 

Wrap up of  spring semester events 
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Sometimes it involves a little 

dumpster diving! 

Updates on sustainability projects 
51% of students use the CDTA or UAlbany shuttle every day. 

Over 40% of commuters live along a CDTA bus route. 

Use of alternative transportation is hindered by the factors of conven-

ience, time of travel, schedule availability, the need to make extra 

stops along the commuting route and lack of awareness on how to 

find commuting partners.  (hint: use our service at www.IPool2.com) 

Assisting in this project were students: Ben Fischer, Chris Franklin, 

David Hogenkamp and Matt Ryan as well as Joel Bloom from Institu-

tional Research, Eileen Macica from Finance and Business, Suraj 

Commuri from the Marketing department and Rose Dorsman from 

Parking and Mass Transit. 

Left: donations at the grounds 

building waiting to go to their 

new home. 

Loading up. 
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Updates on sustainability projects 

SUNY Strategic Plan 

Bike share program rides again. 

Have cans? Get cash! The bike share program is starting with modest 

beginnings.  With the support of a student success 

grant, one new bike was delivered to each living 

area for students to enjoy this past spring.  In the 

first few weeks of operations, 39 people signed 

out bikes a total of 61 times over the 28 day pe-

riod that the bikes were available. 

Students can sign out a bike at any quad or apart-

ment office.  They will receive the offer of a bike 

helmet, safety tips and the key to the bike lock.  

Bikes can be signed out for 24 hours at time. 

This program is continuing this fall.  The goal for 

this year is to increase the number of bikes pro-

vided at each resi-

dent hall and to 

set up a viable 

maintenance and 

repair operation.  

We are looking 

for people with 

bike mechanics 

knowledge who 

may be interested in volunteering their time to 

help with the maintenance and repairs of the 

bikes.  Also if you have a bike to donate to the 

program, contact the office at go-

green@albany.edu. 

Solar panels are coming!!! 

Thanks in part to a grant 

from NYSERDA, our first 

solar panel project will be 

installed on the roof of the 

social science building dur-

ing this academic year.  This will provide 49 kw of 

power, or enough to power five homes for a year, 

with zero carbon emissions.  

This fall, students will have a new option to recycle their 

bottles and cans.  A reverse vend-

ing machine, otherwise known as a 

bottle return machine, will be in-

stalled in the campus center.  Stu-

dents will be able to bring their 

returnables, insert them into the 

machine and receive a slip numer-

ating their return which can be 

cashed in.  Look for the machines this fall and then help 

out the green scene by bringing your returnables to the 

campus center. 

The Power of SUNY was unveiled this past April.  In it 

Chancellor Zimpher laid out her plans and vision for 

the SUNY system over the 

next decade.  Including in 

this were “big, hairy, auda-

cious, ideas”, one of which is 

SUNY and an energy smart 

New York. The plan calls for 

a decrease in our energy con-

sumption by 30% in the next ten years.  For more in-

formation on the plan go to: 

http://www.suny.edu/powerOfSuny/ 

Let the Sun Shine University Hall sheds some pounds 

University Hall has lost some weight, specifically carbon 

pounds.  Carbon offsets were purchased equivalent to 

last year’s heating use 

and wind power has 

been purchased for it’s 

electricity.  This, in es-

sence, makes University 

Hall a carbon neutral 

building in terms of its 

energy use.  These pur-

chases will help to finance further development of wind 

farms throughout New York State and the nation. 
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If you don’t have a car on campus, yet need one for an 

occasion, you can rent one.  Connect by Hertz has 

begun operations. This car share program allows  

members to reserve cars on an hourly basis.  Anyone 

18 and up can apply 

for membership.  The 

hourly rate runs be-

tween $8 and $10 per 

hour which includes 

gas and liability insur-

ance. Three cars will 

be located on the up-

town campus and one 

on Alumni quad.  Once a registered, a member can 

reserve cars on line or through a smart phone.  Cars 

must be returned to the same spot from which they 

are reserved.  Membership fees are waived until the 

end of September (students can use code 1888491, 

faculty can use code 1887861), so go to 

www.connectbyhertz.com and sign up today.   

New for the Fall 
Ride the Bus… for free Don’t bring a car to campus, 

borrow one 

The hybrids are coming! 

This fall will see the arrival of our first hybrid buses.  

Our fleet emits over 1,000 tons of carbon equivalent 

each year and incorporating hybrids will lower this num-

ber. It may sound like a lot but 1,000 tons is actually a 

small amount compared to the 10,000 tons we emit by 

driving our cars to campus each year! In addition, GEM 

cars and electric vehicles have been added to our main-

tenance fleet, replacing 

traditional gas powered 

vehicles.  In total, two 

new hybrids will join the 

team and begin runs in 

October.   

Money is no object when riding the 

bus because thanks to universal ser-

vice by CDTA, the bus is free!  A 

simple swipe of an ID card will let 

any current member of the Univer-

sity ride the bus.  This expands free 

bus service from six lines to all the 

CDTA lines (with the exception of the STAR 

routes and Northway Express).  Ride the bus, it 

saves you money and helps saves the environment. 

In another example of how departments are striving 

to limit the amount of waste our campus community 

produces, this year UAS will be giving all residential 

students refillable water bottles.  Did you know that  

the Earth Policy Institute estimated that to make the 

plastic for water bottles consumed annually burns up 

approximately 1.5 million barrels of oil, enough to 

power 100,000 cars for a year? 

And that water 

costs the equiva-

lent of $10 per 

gallon?? Would 

you pay that for 

gas? 

Think reusable! 

              Erase the Waste 

UAS provides refillable water bottles 
to residents 



The sustainability council is a way for students who 

are interested in helping to implement our programs 

and take a leadership role.  Students can apply at any 

time by sending their contact information to our 

email at gogreen@albany.edu.   The council meets 

every other Friday at 3 pm to plan events.   

Additionally, members can apply to be chairs.  This 

requires taking on further responsibilities including 

organizing council members and other volunteers for 

events and maintaining an information board about 

programs. Chairs who successfully complete these 

items are eligible for a $500 stipend.  Calls for chair 

applications occur in March with final submission of 

applications in April.  

The council provides an excellent way for students to 

learn first hand what it takes to create sustainability 

programs and projects and gives students an opportu-

nity to lead their own initiatives. 

Our next meeting will be held at 3 pm on Friday, 

September 17th in University Hall 306. 

Get involved in sustainability 
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Sustainability council Sustainability Coordinators 

Sustainability coordinators is the sister program to the 

council and is designed for faculty and staff members 

who wish to help increase awareness about sustain-

ability programs and run university events.  Coordina-

tors meet the first Tuesday of every month at noon-

time.  Here they receive updates on initiatives and 

discuss specialty events.  This provides valuable ser-

vice to the University and our goal is to have at least 

one representative from every department and office 

serve as a coordinator.  If you would like to become a 

coordinator or would like to nominate someone from 

your department, contact Mary Ellen at 956-8120 or 

by email at mmallia@uamail.albany.edu.  The next 

meeting will be on October 5th at 12 pm in Univer-

sity Hall 306. 

This year we welcome a new sustainability house in Whit-

man Hall on State Quad.  This will join those in Indian and 

Colonial.  Residents of the halls will calculate their carbon 

footprint, participate in University wide events and create 

their own programs.  They will be led by RA’s Chad and 

Patricia on Indian, Greg and Emeline on Colonial and Anny  

and Dahcia on State.  With over 140 students involved, this 

program can have a large influence on creating sustainable 

behaviors, providing leadership in environmentally responsi-

ble actions and lowering our University’s carbon footprint. 

If you are interested in living in one of these halls, apply this 

spring. 

Environmental Sustainability   

Themed Housing 

Office of Environmental Sustainability 

Contact info: 

University  Hall 212 

University at Albany 
1400 Washington Ave 
Albany, NY 12222 

Phone: 

(518) 956-8120 

Fax: 

(518) 956-8121 

E-mail: 
gogreen@albany.edu  

Web Site: 
www.albany.edu/gogreen  

 Blog: 

http://ualbanygreenscene.wordpress.com/ 

 

Director: Mary Ellen Mallia 

mmallia@uamail.albany.edu 

 

mailto:mmallia@uamail.albany.edu
http://www.albany.edu/gogreen

