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Welcome Back! 

February 2010 Volume 4, Issue 3 

Office of Environmental Sustainability 

One of the great sustainability 

traditions at our university is our 

participation in Recyclemania, a 

national contest between colleges 

and universities.  UAlbany takes 

part in many of the categories in-

cluding the Gorilla Prize (most 

recyclables) and Waste Minimiza-

tion. 

We are striving for a goal of 

300,000 pounds of recyclables 

during the ten week period.   Fol-

low our progress at our website: 

www.albany.edu/gogreen. One 

item new this semester is the bot-

tle return machine in the campus 

center, providing students a way 

to earn money for their recycling 

(see story on page 2).  We’re anx-

ious to see how the campus com-

munity will receive this new out-

let for their returnables and also 

to see how much use it will get! 

This year we added a twist to Re-

cyclemania.  Our Green Scene re-

cycling team will be around to col-

lect returnables for the benefit of 

the Music Mobile.  This local non-

profit organization works with Al-

bany’s schools, parks and recrea-

tion centers to provide kids with 

an opportunity to create their own 

music-literally.  Children make 

their own instruments, and then 

play them (see photo below). Mu-

sic Mobile runs various programs 

which benefit Albany’s youth.  For 

more information about them, 

visit www.musicmobile.org 

So help the kids out by doing your 

part and recycling and encourage 

others to do the same! 
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This year’s Recyclemania and 

our other spring events provide 

an excellent opportunity to do 

community service since each 

program is aligned with helping 

a non-profit group. We are al-

ways looking for new people to 

get involved.  

We need volunteers to collect re-

cyclables at basketball and la-

crosse games as well as run bin 

shoots in the campus center and 

dorm. We also will need volun-

teers to collect clothing and 

household donations later in the 

A New Way to Get Money On Campus 
There is something new and exciting in the campus 

center– a bottle return machine! 

It is located in the campus center food court, lower level near 

the SEFCU branch.  We’re excited about having the opportu-

nity to offer the campus community a place to bring their bot-

tles and cans.  No more saving them, and then trudging them 

over to the grocery store.  Sometimes the thought of having to 

do that is enough to make a person not get back their deposit.  

Get your money and help the environment! Recycling not only 

keeps items out of the landfill but also saves money since it 

takes less energy to produce products from recycled material. 

Here are the rules with our bottle return:  

plastic and aluminum only, no glass is accepted   

slips need to be redeemed at the Outtakes store 

It is an easy way to get some extra cash!  On January 20th we 

held a promotion near the new machine, and some lucky people 

were able to win some prizes by answering recycling trivia.  

Jeff Bostwick even won a year’s supply of Coca-Cola.   

Did you know about the promotion? If not, get in on the action 

and follow us on Twitter (UAGreneScene) & Facebook 

(UAlbany Green Scene). We’ll be having more chances at prizes 

with our Recyclemania bin shoots starting in the campus cen-

ter next week. 

Step 1: Redeeming bottles 

Step 2: Getting the money from 

Outtakes– so simple! 

Do Some Community Service! 
year (see p. 9). 

Whether you are a member of a fra-

ternity, sorority, sports team, or any 

other campus organization or an in-

dividual looking to do some commu-

nity service CONTACT US!   

Email gogreen@albany.edu. 

 

We love hearing from campus or-

ganizations.  Is your group holding a 

sustainability related event? Let us 

know! We can also help groups make 

their events green.  



2011– Better yourself  & the environment 
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To start the semester right, here are some tips to reduce energy use, even in these cold winter 

months! 

Not only are these ways to reduce energy use, but can also 

save you some serious money.  When you are not home, 

turn down your heat two or three degrees.  Many thermo-

stats allow you to schedule when your heat goes on, so your 

house can still be nice and toasty when you come home. 

Another tip that will save you money and energy: caulk 

and/or weather-strip around exterior doors and windows. 

This is especially true in older homes where the amount of 

heat lost due to a lack of proper insulation is greater. There are even caulks available that are 

easily removed, so come lovely spring weather, you can remove the caulk and open your win-

dows. Oh, and the landlord will never know for those renters out there! 

This next one is also a safety tip; be sure to change your fur-

nace air filter once a month.  A fresh filter not only reduces the 

risk of fire, but also provides optimum efficiency.   

In these cold months, running to the store can become quite a 

task and an uncomfortable one at that.  Buying in bulk will 

not only save you from extra trips to the store (which saves 

you gas!) but it is less expensive (more savings!) and uses less 

packaging.   

And as many know, compact fluorescent bulbs (CFL’s) use less energy and save you money.  So 

start 2011 off right, by reducing your impact and expanding your savings! 

Here are some handy links to help you find ways to reduce your impact on the environment: 

Energy tips: 

EPA Energy Star—www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_save_energy_at_home 

NYSERDA— www.getenergysmart.org/default.aspx 

Recycling:   

Department of General Services, City of Albany—www.capitalregionrecycling.com 

Earth 911– http://earth911.com (no www) 

Begin the new decade with some new habits 
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Green Scene Recycling Team—Helping the Earth and Local organizations 

As we mentioned on page 1, this year’s Recyclemania 

campaign has a new community service element.  We will 

be having specialized collection events where members of 

the Green Scene Recycling team will be gathering return-

ables at the home sporting events and in the quads and 

apartments.  All of the items will be donated to the Music 

Mobile.   

For those of you not familiar with this group, the organi-

zation started in the late seventies and has been bringing 

music education to the City of Albany, with a focus on 

school age children, ever since.  While you may not 

quickly equate music with sustainability, the Music Mo-

bile has a very close association with respecting our envi-

ronment.  Many of their programs occur in the city parks 

where youth are encouraged to enjoy the natural setting.  

One of their activities involves creating music instru-

ments from items that are commonly thrown out such as 

cardboard, cans, paper towel tubes, etc.  Then the chil-

dren learn to play their new instruments. 

Our first Green Scene team collection was at the men’s 

basketball game  on January 29th..  Five members of the 

team ventured out on a cold night to take on the job.  A 

second crew went on the fol-

lowing day for the women’s 

game. We will be back this 

weekend for the Big Purple 

Growl.  If you are interested in 

joining the team, please con-

tact us at gogreen@albany.edu.  

We are looking for people to 

collect at the following 

games: 

Monday, Feb 14 at 7 pm (men’s bb game) 

Thursday, Feb 17 at 7 pm (women’s bb game) 

Sunday, Feb 20 at 3 pm (women’s bb game) 

Wednesday, Feb 23 at 7 pm (men’s bb game) 

Saturday, Feb 26 at 2 pm (women’s bb game) 

Saturday, March 5 at 3 pm (men’s LAX) 

Tuesday, March 8 at 3pm (men’s LAX) 

Saturday, March 12 at 12 pm (men’s LAX) 

Tuesday, March 22 at 7 pm (men’s LAX) 

Wednesday, March 30 at 3:30 pm (men’s LAX) 

Chris and Sam pose with 

Damien 

The bin shoot at  

Community Day 

Recyclemania Bin Shoots —
coming soon to the campus 
center 

And we also need crews to go around to the 

apartments—you can pull a team together,  

name the date and time and just give us 

three or four days notice before going out so 

we can get the supplies together and send 

out a notice to residents about the collec-

tion. 

One of the more popular Recyclemania promo-

tion is the bin shoot.  This gives students a 

chance to win prizes while 

raising awareness about recy-

cling.  This year, we will be 

adding a recycling trivia ele-

ment to the contest.  Students 

will be asked several recycling 

questions, the number of cor-

rect answers will determine 

the number of shots they can 

take and the number of shots 

they make determines the 

prize.  One thing though—this 

is a BYOB event, bring your own bottle and can 

to recycle! 

We’ll be in the campus center starting next 

week.  Look on our website for the dates and 

times. 

Below: Getting ready to take a 

shot during sustainability 

week 
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Recyclemania Kick Off 

7:30 a.m. 

Rockefeller Institute Public Policy Forum, Albany Room 

 

9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Showcase Day, Concourse Level (Northern) 

* Student Performances – Music, Dance and More  

* Faculty and Researcher Demonstrations and Exhibits  

* School and College Displays  

* Student Media Center with Live Remote Broadcasts  

* Meet the Great Danes Basketball Teams  

* Sustainability Demonstrations Including the Green 

Car  

* Face Painting, Tattoo Booth and Fun Games  

* Daylong Competitions, Raffles and Trivia Challenges  

* University Police K-9 Unit Demonstrations  

5-7 p.m. 

UAlbany Day Celebration, Concourse Level 

 

UALBANY DAY 2011 

―SHOWCASE AT THE PLAZA‖ 

Monday, February 7, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Empire State Plaza  

Concourse Level 

UAlbany Day 



Voices From The Field 

Jeremy Grunstra has been involved with the council since his freshman year 

at UAlbany.  As a sophomore he served as a chairman.  Now in his junior year 

at the University, Jeremy is an employee in our office and manages our twit-

ter account, facebook page and blog. In this issue, Jeremy discusses our stu-

dent sustainability council and it’s evolution over the last three years. 
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Learn about the UAlbany Student Sustainability Council  

The University at Albany’s Student Sustainability Council is approaching the end of it’s 

third year in existence. Very exciting things have been happening throughout the past few 

years, and our growth has been excellent. I’ve been a member of the council from the very 

beginning and it’s been a wonderful experience. I’ve grown from a freshman council member, 

to a sophomore council chairman, and now as a junior I am both a chair and I work in the 

Office of Environmental Sustainability. Throughout the past two and a half years, we have 

all learned so much about the needs of the campus, the student body, and even the council 

itself. Each year we have progressively started earlier each semester, and have be able to do 

more each semester because of this. In an effort to do even more to expand our role on cam-

pus, and our ability to create a sustainable community at UAlbany, we are working on a new 

plan for the Sustainability Council. We will unveil the new Student Sustainability Council 

later in this semester, and it will be implemented in time for next year. This is a very excit-

ing time for us all and we hope that more and more people will become involved each year. 

More on the Council 

The UAlbany Student Sustain-

ability Council serves as an ad-

visory body to the Office of En-

vironmental Sustainability and 

helps to create and implement 

programs. Are you a student 

interested in helping out with 

the sustainability movement? 

Then join us! Our meetings are 

held on Fridays at 3 pm in Uni-

versity Hall 306. If you can't 

make the meetings but are in-

terested in helping at events, 

contact the office at: 

 gogreen@albany.edu  



Destination Green keeps riding along 
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Bus Fleet Welcomes New Hybrids Don’t forget! 

While we focus much of our program on recy-

cling and waste reduction in the spring, don’t 

forget about using our alternative transporta-

tion offerings.   

Last semester we implemented Connect by 

Hertz, the Capital 

Region’s only car 

sharing program.  

It’s never too late to 

take advantage of 

this service, which 

is open to the entire 

Albany community.  

We currently have over 100 members.  Learn 

more at www.connectbyhertz.com  

Don’t Drive Alone! 

For those of you who are willing to share your 

commute, then our carpooling program is for 

you!  It’s free to sign up and carpooling just one 

day a week can make 

a difference.  Go to: 

www.IPool2.com and 

register using your 

UAlbany email to go 

to our page. Right 

now, we have 50 com-

muters looking for 

rides, the more people in the pool, the better 

chance at matches.  We’re hoping to double 

that number this spring. 

There are also a variety of other transportation 

programs that students, faculty and staff can 

take advantage of.  

Visit our page at : 

http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/transportation.

shtml or  

Parking and Mass Transit Services at: 

http://www.albany.edu/pmts/ 

After much anticipation, two new hybrid 

buses joined our fleet in mid December.  Our 

drivers were busy during break, learning how 

to drive the new vehicles and testing the 

buses performance up and down the Western 

and Madison routes.  The buses don’t look a 

lot different (see picture below) but they have 

a large environmental impact.  These two, 

coupled with three more expected in the fall, 

will save a minimum of 31,500 gallons of gas 

over their lifetime. 

UAlbany is a member of the Capital District 

Clean Communities Coalition, a group that 

includes several schools, businesses and gov-

ernment agencies.  The buses were purchased 

in part due to a grant submitted on the 

group’s behalf by NYSERDA (NYS Energy 

and Research Development Authority).  The 

funding came from the Federal government 

as part of the stimulus package, also known 

as the American Recovery and Reinvestment 

act (ARRA). 

We’re excited about the new addition and we 

hope you enjoy the greener ride. 



Page 8 Sustainability Bulletin 

Get Involved! 
Sustainability coordinators 

are faculty and staff who 

would like to participate in 

and keep up to date on the 

sustainability movement.  

If you are interested in dis-

cussing university initia-

tives and helping to com-

municate programming, 

this is the group for you!   

Our goal is to have every 

office and department rep-

resented so the entire cam-

pus has a point person for 

sustainability issues and 

questions. Check the list to 

the right and see if you 

have a rep.  If not, consider 

joining yourself or nominat-

ing someone.   

We meet the first Tuesday 

of every month during the 

academic year at noon.  If 

interested, check our web-

site for the location of our 

next meeting.  If you have 

any questions, contact us 

at: gogreen@albany.edu   

Sustainability Coordinators 

Beth Conrad - Student Involvement 

Brian Freidenberg - Counseling Center 

Claire Nolan - Science Library 

Colin Quin - University Libraries 

David Burz - Chemistry 

Diane Yoder - Computing Services 

Elana Stein - University in the 

High School 

Erik Anderson - Student Affairs 

Gail Cameron - Faculty Senate 

Gary Kleppel - Biology 

Gina Muscato - Media & Marketing 

Holly Van Allen - Information Technology 

Indu - Facilities 

Jamie Fader - Criminal Justice 

Jessica Domery - Life Science  

Jessica Ernye - University Libraries 

Joane MacMillan - Languages, Literatures & Cultures 

John Zelenak - Information Technology 

Julie Ann Crisafulli - Applications Development 

Karla Gareau - Performing Arts Center 

Kelly Lamb - Undergraduate Education 

Lana Sullivan - Office of International Education 

Linda Mertz - School of Social Welfare 

Makenzie Frisino - University in the High School 

Maria Moon - Earth Science 

Marie Rabideau - Career Services 

Mark Wolfe - Science Library 

Michelle DiDonna - University Auxiliary Services 

Nancy Wilson - Finance and Business 

Patricia Eaton - Office of Sponsored Programs 

Paul Labate - Physics 

Rose Dorsman - Parking Management 

Stacy Stern - Finance and Business 

Thomas Kilcullen - University Police Department 

Tom Bessette - Information Technology 

Tracey Williams - Human Resource Management 

Yenisel Gulatee - Advisement Services 

Calling All Faculty and Staff ! 



What Spring Will Bring 

 Keep up to date on events 
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Office of  Environmental Sustainability 
Contact info: 

University  Hall 212 

University at Albany 
1400 Washington Ave 
Albany, NY 12222 

Phone:   Fax: 

(518) 956-8120  (518) 956-8121 

E-mail: 
gogreen@albany.edu 

Web Site: 
www.albany.edu/gogreen  

Blog: 

http://ualbanygreenscene.wordpress.com/ 

Facebook: 

UAlbany Green Scene 

Twitter: 

UAGreenScene 

Director: Mary Ellen Mallia 

mmallia@uamail.albany.edu 

Message from the Director: 
I hope everyone is having a good start to the spring semester.  I often get inquiries from people as to 
how they can get involved in events.  My answer: follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  We work hard 
keep these updated frequently so it is the best way to stay up to date.  And if we call out for help; don’t 
be shy—let us know you want to get involved by emailing: gogreen@albany.edu. 

Newsletter Contributors: 

Jessica Wysocki    

Jeremy Grunstra 

Mary Ellen Mallia 

Mark Schmidt, photography 

February 

Recyclemania 
Jan 23 to April 2 

The national recycling competition. 

 

UAlbany Day 

February 7 -  9 am to 5 pm 

Empire State Plaza 

A showcase at the Plaza, highlighting 

UAlbany’s contribution to our community.   

 

Faculty Symposium on Sustain-

ability 
February 9 - 12 to 1:30 pm 

Standish Room, Science Library 

Faculty meet to discuss academic sustain-

ability initiatives 

 

Recyclemania Kick Off 
February 9 - 8 pm 

LC 20 

Hear about our programs for Recyclema-

nia and learn about the Student Sustain-

ability Council 

March    

Green Grams 
March 17th 

Campus Center 

Buy a sweet treat with an environ-

mental tip 

 

April    

Student Sustainability Confer-

ence 
April 2 - 10 am to 4 pm 

Standish Room, Science Library 

Meet with students from the Capital 

Region to discuss sustainability initia-

tives 

 

Spring Awakening 

April 14 - 11 am to 2 pm 

CC Ballroom and Assembly Hall 

Our earth day celebration. This year we 

will combine forces with the EAP Well-

ness Fair. 

 

Clean  up day 

April 26th - 9 am to 5 pm 

Spruce up the campus for graduation. 

 

May   

Shredding day  
May 6th 

Our annual spring tradition co-

sponsored with EAP.  The mobile 

shredding unit will be on campus 

to take care of all your sensitive 

papers. 

 

Give and Go 
May 11, 12 and 13 - 10 am to 4 

pm 

Our move out program in Mid 

May that collects donations for 

local charities.   

mailto:mmallia@uamail.albany.edu
http://www.albany.edu/gogreen

