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WELCOME

This course requires intensive reading and research on an approved topic of special interest in the student's field of concentration.  A comprehensive report and an oral presentation are required.  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

At the end of this course, you should be able to:

· Comprehend research publications in your chosen field of concentration;

· Synthesize findings of multiple research studies and draw inferences from such findings;

· Identify interesting topics in your chosen field of concentration;

· Plan for conducting a study in your chosen area of interest;

· Communicate effectively with professionals in your chosen area of interest.

GRADING 

Course requirements include an individual research paper (10-15 pages) and a presentation.  Students will receive a "satisfactory" or "unsatisfactory" grade based on research paper quality and presentation performance.  Presentation will be conducted on April 23, 2004 (Fri 2-5 pm; BA349); the written paper will be due at the same time.
The paper should contain the followings:

Introduction (1-3 pages)

Review of relevant literature (4-5 pages)

Inferences (4-5 pages)

Conclusion (1-2 pages)

Alternatively, students may also elect to keep Prof. Lawson's format (i.e. keep Prof. Lawson's research topics, and not making an oral presentation).
ACADEMIC HONESTY

You should fully understand the following explanation about Plagiarism described in the Graduate Bulletin: 

Plagiarism: Presenting as one's own work, the work of another person (for example, the words, ideas, information, data, evidence, organizing principles, or style of presentation of someone else). Plagiarism includes paraphrasing or summarizing without acknowledgment, submission of another student's work as one's own, the purchase of prepared research or completed papers or projects, and the unacknowledged use of research sources gathered by someone else. Failure to indicate accurately the extent and precise nature of one's reliance on other sources is also a form of plagiarism. The student is responsible for understanding the legitimate use of sources, the appropriate ways of acknowledging academic, scholarly, or creative indebtedness, and the consequences for violating University regulations. 

Examples of plagiarism include: failure to acknowledge the source(s) of even a few phrases, sentences, or paragraphs; failure to acknowledge a quotation or paraphrase of paragraph-length sections of a paper; failure to acknowledge the source(s) of a major idea or the source(s) for an ordering principle central to the paper's or project's structure; failure to acknowledge the source (quoted, paraphrased, or summarized) of major sections or passages in the paper or project; the unacknowledged use of several major ideas or extensive reliance on another person's data, evidence, or critical method; submitting as one's own work, work borrowed, stolen, or purchased from someone else. 

You should refer to the Graduate Bulletin for ALL academic honesty requirements: http://www.albany.edu/grad/requirements_general_admissions.html#academic_standards

You MUST acknowledge your source with proper reference when you mention someone else's work.  Whether you are directly quoting or indirectly paraphrasing, you MUST disclose the original authors.  For instance, if you use/quote/paraphrase any idea from Fama's efficient market hypothesis, you should add (Fama, 1970) at the end of your corresponding sentence (or paragraph).  Also make sure that you include Fama's 1970 paper in your list of reference.  The same rule applies to other shared information from public sources including the internet.

For guidelines on how to cite other researchers' work, refer to:

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Oracle/4184/#conven

The above is the most important advice.  While you free to read published articles, you MUST clearly identify the portions (paragraph, sentences, etc) of the paper that represent your own work, and the portions that represent other authors' ideas.  You must strictly observe the codes of academic honesty. 

APPROVED RESEARCH TOPICS

Each student should write an individual research paper on one of the following topics.  Two publications are listed under each topic.  Your paper should focus primarily on these publications.  Your paper should include a review of these publications, and discuss inferences drawn from them.

Strategic Accounting Disclosure

Schrand, C. and B. Walther. 2000.  Strategic benchmarks in earnings announcements: The selective disclosure of prior-period earnings components. The Accounting Review 75(2): 151–177.

Arunachalam V., B. Pei, and P. Steinbart.  2002.  Impression Management with Graphs: Effects on Choices.  Journal of Information Systems 16(2): 183-202.

Strategic Management Emphases

Bowen, R., A. Davis, and D. Matsumoto.  2003.  Do firms strategically emphasize performance metrics in their earnings press releases?  University of Washington and Washington University working paper.

Arunachalam V., B. Pei, and P. Steinbart.  2002.  Impression Management with Graphs: Effects on Choices.  Journal of Information Systems 16(2): 183-202.

Management Discussion and Analysis

Clarkson, P., J. Kao, and G. Richardson. 1994. The voluntary inclusion of forecasts in the MD&A section of annual reports. Contemporary Accounting Research 11(1): 423-50.

Clarkson, P., J. Kao; and G. Richardson.  1999. Evidence that management discussion and analysis (MD&A) is a part of a firm's overall disclosure package.  Contemporary Accounting Research 16(1): 11-34.  

Accounting Disclosure Timing and Format

Patell, J. and M. Wolfson.  1982.  Good news, bad news and the intraday timing of corporate disclosures.  The Accounting Review (July): 509-527.

Clayton, J.  2002.  How to lie with formatting.  Harvard Management Communication Letter (March).

Earnings Management

McNichols, M., and G. Wilson, 1988, Evidence of earnings management from the provision of bad debts, Journal of Accounting Research 26 (Supplement), 1-31.

Healy, P. and J. Wahlen, 1999, A review of the earnings management literature and its implications for standard setting, Working paper, Harvard University.

Loss Aversion

Degeorge, F., Patel, J., Zeckhauser, R., 1999. Earnings management to exceed thresholds. Journal of Business 72, 1-33. 
Beatty, A., B. Ke, and K. Petroni.  1999.  Earnings management to avoid earnings declines across publicly and privately held banks.  The Accounting Review 77 (3): 483-514.

Loss Aversion or Not

Burgstahler, D., Dichev, I., 1997. Earnings management to avoid earnings decreases and losses. Journal of Accounting and Economics 24, 99-126. 
Beaver, W., McNichols M, and Nelson K.  2003.  An Alternative Interpretation of the Discontinuity in Earnings Distributions. Stanford University working paper.

Ancient Accounting

Fu, P. Y. (1971). Government accounting in China during the Chou Dynasty. Journal of Accounting Research, 9 (1), 40–51.
Aiken, M., & Lu, W. (1998). The evolution of bookkeeping in China: integrating historical trends with western influences. Abacus, 34 (2), 220–242.
Accounting System from Novels

Chan, K., A. Lew, and M. Tong.  Accounting and management controls in the classical Chinese novel: A Dream of the Red Mansions. The International Journal of Accounting, 36 (2001), 311–327.

Li, R. S., & Li, S. H. (1995). An exploratory investigation of internal control concepts in Red Chamber Dream.  Journal of Auditing Theory and Practice in China, 8, 14–17.
Chinese Accounting

Zhou, Z. H. (1988). Chinese accounting systems and practices. Accounting, Organizations and Society, 13 (2), 207–224.
Davidson, R., Gelardi, A., & Li, F. (1996). Analysis of the conceptual framework of China’s new accounting system. Accounting Horizons, 10 (1), 58–74.
Chinese Accounting Reform

Chen, Y., Jubb, P., & Tran, A. (1997). Problems of accounting reform in the People’s Republic of China. International Journal of Accounting, 32 (2), 139–153.
Xiang, B. (1998). Institutional factors influencing China’s accounting reforms and standards. Accounting Horizons, 12, 105–119 (June).
Accounting and Culture

Graham, L. E., & Li, C. (1997). Cultural and economic influences on current accounting standards in the People’s Republic of China. International Journal of Accounting, 32 (3), 247–278.
Skousen, C. R., & Yang, J. (1988). Western management accounting and the economic reforms of China.  Accounting, Organizations and Society, 13 (2), 201–206.
International Auditing

Alles, M., A. Kogan and M. Vasarhelyi.  2003.  Lessons for China and other Developing Economies from the Crisis in US Auditing.  International Journal of Digital Accounting Research 3(5).

Narayan, F. and B. Reid. 2000. Financial Management and Governance Issues in the People’s Republic of China. Asian Development Bank.

Interdisciplinary Accounting Research

Hussein, M. and A. Rosman. 1997. The Ex Ante Role of Behavioral Research in Setting Financial Accounting Policy, Chapter 7 in V. Arnold and S. G. Sutton, editors, Behavioral Accounting Research: Foundations and Frontiers, 222-246. Sarasota, FL: American Accounting Association..

Koonce, L. and M. Mercer. 2002. Using Psychology Theories in Archival Financial Accounting Research. University of Texas at Austin Working paper.

Online Reporting in Europe

Bonsón, E. (2001): "The Role of XBRL in Europe", International Journal of Digital Accounting Research 1(2).

Lybaert, N. (2002) On-Line Financial Reporting - An Analysis of the Dutch Listed Firms. International Journal of Digital Accounting Research 2(2).

Extensible Business Reporting Language (XBRL) 

Bovee, M.; Ettredge, M.; Srivastava, R.; Vasarhelyi, M. (2002): "Does the Year 2000 XBRL Taxonomy Accommodate Current Business Financial Reporting Practice?", Journal of Information Systems, vol. 16, n. 2.

Vasal, V.; Srivastava, R. (2002):  "eXtensible Business Reporting Language (XBRL) –The Digital Language of Business: An Indian Perspective", Indian Accounting Review 6(1)

Accounting and Extensible Markup Language

General Accounting Office (GAO). (2002):  Electronic Government: Challenges to Effective Adoption of the Extensible Markup Language.  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d02327.pdf

Hoffman, C.; Kurt, C.; Koreto, R. (1999):  "The XML Files", Journal of Accountancy, vol. 187, n. 5.

General Accounting Office and XML

General Accounting Office (GAO). (2002): Information management: Challenges in managing and preserving electronic records.  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d02327.pdf
General Accounting Office (GAO). (2002):  Electronic Government: Challenges to Effective Adoption of the Extensible Markup Language.  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d02327.pdf

XML Limitations

Kimbrough, S.  (2000): EDI, XML, and the Transparency Problem in Electronic Commerce.  University of Pennsylvania working paper.

Madnick, S. (2001): The misguided silver bullet: what xml will and will not do to help information integration.  http://ebusiness.mit.edu/research/papers/111%20SMadnick%20Silver%20Bullet.pdf
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