ATM304Z 
Writing Intensive Assignments

Spring `10PRIVATE 

ATM304Z fulfills the Upper Division Writing Intensive (Critical Thinking) requirement.  The stated learning objectives are:
1.       Students will identify, analyze, and evaluate arguments as they occur in their own and others’ work.

2.       Students will develop well-reasoned arguments.
The writing intensive assignments will consist of two reports.  The first effort will be a science report to a policy-making body and the second effort will be a policy proposal to be presented to the public.  These are the types of writing tasks you may actually have to perform once you have a career in the "real" world.  Written reviews or responses are associated with each of these writing projects.  If you wish, you may form a writing team of two authors for the Science Report.  Other writing tasks will be individual efforts. 

Writing Project One
Science Report: The Science Report may be on any topic concerned with air quality.  The purpose of the Science Report is to provide a policy-making body with information upon which to formulate and justify a policy or action. Your reader is scientifically literate, so the Science Report should be carefully documented with appropriate references.  References to the scientific literature are preferred. The internet may be an excellent source for ideas but it should be used only sparingly as a cited primary source.  The more reliable internet sources usually include citations to the scientific literature. The internet should be cited as a source only in cases where data may not be readily available in the published literature.  The report should be focused and specific and not just filled with generalities about a broad topic.

The SCIENCE REPORT should:

•  Identify/Define the issue



What is the perceived problem?  (where? when?)



What is the actual or predicted relationship to health, safety, environment, economy, etc.?

•  Describe the scientific basis of the concern



What are the activities or sources that may be responsible for the problem?



How is the problem related to those activities/sources?



What is the evidence? (observations? theory?)

•  Describe options and their consequences (benefits as well as costs) for dealing (or not) with the issue



You may conclude with recommendations, but do not make a specific plan (That's policy)



Make no biased claims, melodramatic overstatements or subjective opinions (Avoid advocacy) 

You or your "science team" will prepare a first draft that will be reviewed by your peers and your instructor.  The first draft will not be graded.  A final draft will then be prepared and resubmitted for evaluation.  With your final report, you also need to submit a cover letter that explains the improvements you have made and what you have done to address the comments of the reviewers. Do not list simple grammatical corrections; just mention that you made them or explain why you chose not to make such changes if that’s the case.  


Notes on citation for the science report: 

Use (author, publication year) for in-text citation; not numbered footnotes (Keesee, 2009; Keesee & Kazaam, 1993; Keesee et al., 2005).  If two citation have the same author(s) and year, append a letter to the year to distinguish them (Keesee, 2008a; Keesee, 2008b).  Full citations must appear at the end of the report in a bibliography arranged in alphabetical order of lead author’s last name.  All citations appearing in the bibliography must be cited in the text and vice versa.  See  <http://library.albany.edu/usered/style/APA.pdf> for details on how to cite books, journal articles, electronic sources, etc.  Do not rely on undergraduate textbooks or pedagogical websites as source material; these sources may provide a gateway and source of topic ideas but I expect you to explore the scientific literature on whatever topic you select.  Use original sources whenever possible.

Writing Project Two
Policy Proposal: The Policy Proposal will be prepared individually.  The Science Report that you reviewed will be used as the basis for your Policy Proposal.  Hence, your review of the Science Report should be explicit as to your needs for formulating a sound policy.  The purpose of the Policy Proposal is to persuade the public or those who will be directly affected by the proposed policy.  Keep in mind that your audience may be scientifically illiterate. 

The POLICY PROPOSAL should:

•  Identify/Define the problem for the audience - Why is a policy being formulated?

•  Describe the policy - What is going to be done and by whom?

•  Justify the policy - How does the policy solve the problem?

· What are the costs and benefits of the policy?

· Is the policy fair and reasonable to implement?

In addition to your Policy Proposal, provide a brief written evaluation (for instructor only) of the final draft of the Science Report with a numerical score (see guideline below) explaining the usefulness of the Science Report final draft.  The final task will be to put yourself in the shoes of a special interest, such as an industrial lobby, environmental group, concerned citizen, etc. and provide a written response to a classmate’s Policy Proposal.  


TIMELINE FOR WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:


Because of the review process, timeliness of submissions is paramount.  Substantial deductions will be made for tardy submissions.  Deductions for late submission of the preliminary draft will be made on the grade of the final draft.  NOTE:  All assignments are due at the beginning of class.  It is also important that the appropriate number of copies is also submitted. If you wish anonymity in the review process include your name only on the copy for submission to the instructor, but in order to facilitate identification, include a fictitious name (of a person or organization) on the copies and also include it on the copy submitted to the instructor.  In your reviews/evaluations clearly note on the top of the page the title and author(s) of the writing project to which your writing assignment refers.


Task






Due Date
 %Grade (30 total)


Statement of issue under study 



Wed Feb 24


 1



and preliminary 
bibliography


Preliminary Draft of Science Report (3 copies)

Wed Mar 10
 

--

(including bibliography)


Office visit for discussion of preliminary draft

Mar 15-19 

             1

Written review (3 copies)




Fri Mar 19


 3


Final Draft of Science Report (3 copies)


Fri Apr 9


12

Resubmission cover letter
(3 copies)


Fri Apr 9 


 1


Policy Proposal (2 copies)




Mon Apr 26
 

 8

Evaluation of Science Report Final Draft


Mon Apr 26
 

 1



Written policy response 




Mon May 3
 

 3

GUIDELINE FOR NUMERICAL SCORING OF SCIENCE REPORT FINAL DRAFT:


10 - very helpful in preparation of policy proposal


 9 – reasonably helpful with substantial consideration of review comments


 8 - somewhat helpful with some consideration of review comments


 7 - somewhat helpful but little consideration of review comments


 6 - not very helpful but some consideration of review comments


 5 - not very helpful and little consideration of review comments


 4 - no final draft available for evaluation but preliminary draft was very helpful


 2 - no final draft but preliminary draft was somewhat helpful


 0 - no final draft and preliminary draft was not very helpful

