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What is the
American Community Survey?

* A large, continuous demographic survey
— 250,000 Households nationwide — every month
— The HU address is the sample unit — not people

— Produces annual and multi-year estimates
of the characteristics of the population and housing

— Decennial Long Form content with conceptual differences

— Census views it as producing characteristics’ distributions,
NOT counts

— Produces information for small areas including tracts, block
groups and population subgroups
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Data Collection Timing

Calendar Month

Empire'State Development

Interviews

Mowv Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr
Collection Month 2005 2009 2010 2010 2010 2010
November 2009 Mail Phone | Wisit |Dropped
December 2009 Mail Phone Visit |Dropped
January 2010 Mail Phone Visit |Dropped
Total
January




ACS Data Product Release Schedule

Year of Data Release
2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 2000 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
Year(s) of Ddta Collectjon

Data |Population
Product |Threshold

1 :}'Eﬂr 65,000+ 2005 20065 2007 2003 2009 2010 201 2012
Estimates
3-year 20.000+ 2005- 2006- 2007 - 2005- 2009- 2010-
Estimates ’ 2007 2008 2009 2010 201 2012
H-year All Areas 2005- 2006- 2007 - 2005-
|Estimates 2009 2010 2011 2012

Data products are released in the year following the single-year
or the last year of the multi-year period in which data are
collected.
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American Community Survey:
Data Products

e Summary Products
— Detailed Tables (Summary File 1 & 3)

 Summary File type data products
 Base and Compressed tables

— Tabular Profiles

— Narrative Profiles

— Ranking Tables

— Geographic Comparison Tables

— Thematic Maps

— Selected Population Profiles (characteristic based)

* Public Use Microdata Files (PUMS)
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Switching from Census to ACS Mentality

The Census and the ACS are different collection
Instruments

e Reference Period

— The Census was a point in time estimate (4-1-10);

— The ACS accumulates 12 months of surveys for a calendar year
estimate

— CAN NOT think of annual ACS estimates as centered within a
specific period (annual, 3-year, 5-year)

« Not all data is from that calendar year though -- many
guestions ask “In the last 12 months...”
e Sample Size

— Less than Decennial Long Form
— Declining over time as nation grows
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Measuring Income Over a 12 Month Period

2010
Month of Survey Receipt

2009
Previous 12 Month Period
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Switching from Census to ACS Mentality

 Some Conceptual Differences

— Residency Rules
e Decennial Census - “Usual Place of Residence”

* ACS - resident of area if staying there 2+ months when
contacted; affects seasonal areas, students

— Sample weighting
« Census — small sample weighting areas

 ACS — county population estimates
— Sub-county areas

— Migration/Change of Residence
e Census: 5 years ago
« ACS: 1 year ago
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Switching from Census to ACS Mentality

* Period rather than point estimates
* Fire hose of data every year

e Multiple numbers for the same area

— 2010 release for areas of 65,000 or more
» 1-year estimate (2009 collection)
» 3-year estimate (2007-2009 collection)
* 5-year estimate (2005-2009 collection)

— Areas of 20,000 to 65,000
» 3-year estimate (2007-2009 collection)
* 5-year estimate (2005-2009 collection)

— Areas under 20,000
» 5-year estimate ONLY (2005-2009)
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Switching from Census to ACS Mentality

o Statistical Quality Issues

— Data Allocation
e Census — high rates
e ACS — better, trained interviewers

— Margins of Error
 Had to be calculated for Census
* Presented in the ACS products
— Reported at 90-percent confidence level
— Summary Files also have Standard Errors
« May affect uses of the data
— Denominators
— Regression analysis
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ACS 1-Year Poverty Rates, NYS
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* Significant Difference at 90%CI
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ACS 1-Year Poverty Rates, NYC
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ACS 1-Year Poverty Rates,
Cheektowaga, CDP
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Multi-year Estimates

Example 2: Item with year-to-year increases and decreases
(Homeownership rates)

70%

60% -
50% -
40% -
30%

Percent

20%

10%

0%

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Year

—&— Single-year estimates - B - 3-year estimates —A — b-year estimates

Empire’State Development



GETTING THE SUMMARY DATA
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Summary File Example

e Joe Is a researcher working for the
National Center for Health Statistics. He
needs to map the counties with large
proportions of the population that do not
speak English very well. So he wants the
ACS language data for every available
county in the nation.
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I_].S. CEIISUS BllI'EﬂLl People| Business | Geography| Hewsroom| Suhje{:tsAtOZ| Searchi@Census

American Community Survey (ACS)

ACS Main | Aboutthe ACS | Access Data (How to Use the Data ) About the Data | FAQs | Site Map | Search ACS

ACS Alerts — GetData ——

Alert 72 - relessed — THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY
2/18/200% .
12/18, American FactFinder
Contact Us * is an on-going survey How Available
+ is sent to a sample of the population 2006-2008 ACS 3-Year Data
Contact the American + tells us what the population looks like and how it lives 2008 ACS 1-Year Data
Community Survey Office « helps communities determine where to locate services and allocate resources
by phone at
1-800-923-8282 or visit
ask.census.gov far further
information on the The ACS Compass Products
American Community THE AMERICAN COMMURNITY SURVEY AND THE 2010 CENSUS ——
Survey. Handhooks,
. . FPowerpoint
. American Community Survey 2010 Census Form g
Every address receives a 2010 Census form. Form :,;%S;I;t:rtmns'
April 27th, 2010 A raljdcnm sample.nf addresses_alsn T e peetoms Commeeni po \ educational
Mew Census Bureau Report receives an American Community Survey - materials to help you
;'.”alz'*'.f' lation's Linguistic form. understand and use the
nersicy . ..
. American Community Survey
December 7th, 2000 Both require your response. data
The Foreign-Bern Labor .
Force in the United States: Learn more.
2007

October 27th, 2009
Census Bureau Relezses
2006-2008 American
Community Survey Data

more News Relezszes =

Media Tool Kit »

—HIGHLIGHTS

new! 2006-2008 3-Year Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files
2008 ACS Data Release
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How to Use the Date

Awvailable in this Section

Howv to Use the Data Main

ACS and Intercensal Population

Each year we add new documentation to reflect changes in the survey or update the existing documents to help you understand the data better.

Estimates

The ACS Compass Products

Comparing ACS Data
ACS 1-Year Estimates
ACS 3-Year Estimates

Subject Definitions
Accuracy of the Data

Quality Measures
Sample Size:
Data
Definitions
Coverage Rates:
Data
Definitions
Responze Rates:
Data
Definitions
ltem Allocation Rates:
Data
Definitions

Group Quarters Definitions
» 2006 GO Data Products

Errata
» ACS 2000 Errata (11/7/02)
» ACS 2000 Errata (3/25/02)

User Notes
» ACS 1988 Limitations
» ACS 2000 Notices

Geography Explanation

Data Products Details

Using Data from the 2006 ACS

The ACS Compass Products

The ACS Compass Products are educational materials to help users better
understand and appropriately use ACS data. When all educaticnal materials are
finalized, they will include user-specific handbooks, fully scripted PowerPaint
presentations, and an on-line tutorial.

[FOF]

Subject Definitions

Ve have identified and defined population and housing variables to help you
understand the results of the American Community Survey. These include
information on how the data were collected and how they are presented in data
products.

Accuracy of the Data

These documents provide data users with a basic understanding ofthe sample
design, canfidentiality, sampling error, nonsampling error, estimation methadalogy,
and accuracy of the data.

Errata

This section will keep you informed of any updates made to the data due to found
errors.

Data Product Details

This cnline tool allows users to abtain additional information about the 2007 data
products. Users can ohbtain information about the set of published geographic areas
within each state, lists of detailed tables by topic and lists of specific ranking tables,
subjecttables, and Selected Population Profiles. A variety of other links is availahle
from this site with infarmation about ACS data products.

ACS Summary File

The American Community Survey Summary File (ACS-3F) final version files are
available. The summary file is @ combination of all of the detailed tahles by state in a
series of files, similarto those published for Census 2000, The 2005 prototype
version is also available.

How to Find ACS Data in American FactFinder

The How to Find American Community Survey Data in American FactFinderis a
revised brochure created for you to print out at your leisure. The brochure will provide
step by step guidance for finding American Community Survey data using American
FactFinder.

Quality measures

The contentin quality measures provides discussion and data tables at the state
and national level on 4 key indicatars of survey data quality -- response rates,
coverage rates, sample size and allocation rates.

Group Quarters Definitions

The content provides the definitions that help users understand the scope of
American Survey Group Quarters data collection.

Geography Notes

The geography notes gives a brief explanation of the Census Bureaus geographic
hierarchy and common terms as well as details on specific geographic areas
presented in the American Community Survey data products.

Using Data from the 2006 ACS

This 2008 ACS Data Users Handbook [POF] covers a broad set of topics relating
directly to the 2006 ACS. It covers the type of information produced from the ACS,
including measures of quality that are critical for users to consider. Each ofthe
specific data products is detailed in this guide, along with tips on how to access and
interpretthese data.

Using Data from the 2006 Puerto Rico Community Survey

This 2006 PRCE Data Users Handbook (English version} [POF] covers a broad set
oftopics relating directly to the 2008 Puerte Rico Community Survey. Itis available in
POF format and can be downloaded for use as a reference document.
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ACS-Summary File (SF)
ACS-Summary File (SF)
Special Note: Anye corractions macle fo the sumimany files are docurmented In the strata hotes.

Cne afthe data products supparted by the long form in Census 2000 was the Summary File 3 (SF3). 3F3 is a setoftables on a
variety of subjects drawn fram the lang form that are repeated for all the supported deography down ta the block group level. The
goal for ACS is to provide a set of summanr files (i.e., a separate ACS-5F) far estimates from each time period the ACS will cover:
(1-Year, 3-Year, and 8-Year). As a step toweard this goal, the ACS has developed a production version of the ACS-Summanry File
{5F.

The praduction version afthe ACS-Summary File (SF) is based on the 2006-2008 ACB I-Year detailed tables and is located an the
ACE FTP site. The ACS-SE=rretad®s anl detalled tables far all geadraphies pu 2 ACE 3-Year products.

fmain directory ofthe ACS-Summary File's FTP server for the 2006-2008 ACS 3-Year production wersion is
http Mwenan? cEnsUS govfacs 2008 _3yrrsummandilel and far the 2008 ACS 1-Year production version is
Z.census.goacs2008 Iyrisummanyiles

The 2005-2007 ACS Froarrershes=aitbhe ACS- S mmary File is located at bitpoibsessms=rermeTs . qgoviacs 2007 Syrisurmmarndiles
The directary for the ACS 2007 1-Year production version is hitp:haaew 2 census.gowiacs 2007 Tyrisummaniles

The directary far the 2006 production is httpoifsasw? census. govracs2006Final_Summantile
and for the 2005 prototype version is httpo w2 census. gowacs2005summandile

Each site has documentation on using the ACS-Summary File and 53 subdirectories (nation, all states, DG, and Puerto Rico). SAS
program examples are also included. The summany file is available in three formats - the estimates, standard errars, and margins
of error. The README file in the main FTE directory for each vear contains information on the files and their purposes.

ease review the Technical Documentation hefare accessing the ACS Summanry File on the FTF site. This documentation 1
ed on the fallowing link: ACS-Summary File (SF) Technical Documentation

The Census Bureau and American Communily Sarey Onice nope that this production version of the ACS-5SF will give data users a
chance to wark with these files and provide the Census Bureau with useful comments. The Census Bureau will also consider
camments that are received an the production wversion of the ACS-5F.
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ACS-Summary File (SF) Technical Documentation

The technical documentation cantains infarmation and reference materials on how to use the ACS-5F. Chapter 2 of
this document, "Howe to Lse the ACS Summary File", is a guide to the ACS-5F and the documentation. Mew users
should review this chapter hefore using the ACS-5F. All documentation should he reviewed hefore accessing the
files onthe FTP site.

\

(AC:E 2006-2008 Summary File: Technical Documentation (Production) [FDF 442KB]
ACS 2008 Summary File: Technical Documentation (Production) [PDF 441 KB]
ACS 2005-2007 3-Year Summary File: Technical Documentation (Froduction) [PDF 555KH]
ACS 2007 Summary File: Technical Documentation (Production [PDF 1.2MB]
ACS 2006 Summary File: Technical Documentation (Production [FDF 1.2MB]
@CE 2005 Summary File: Technical Documentation (Prototype) [PDF 77 5KA] )

Below iz an example of how to access an estimate and its corresponding mardgin of error for a specific geodraphic
area.

/ACS 2006-2008 3-vear SF Worked Example (Productiom [PDF 29KB] Y\
ACS 2008 5F Worked Example (Production) [PDF 15KB]

ACS 2005-2007 3-Year SF Worked Example (Froduction) [PDF 19KB]
ACS 2007 SF Worked Example (Froduction) [FDF 29KB]

ACES 2006 SF Worked Example (Froduction) [FDF 34KB]

\ ACS 2005 5F Worked Example [PDF 16KB] Y,

WWe encourage data users to assist us in improving the design and future implementation of the ACS-5F. Please
send comments andior gquestions on this production version and the documentation via email to:
nicholas. mspanos@oensus. goy.,

Throughouot 2009-2010we may issue updates and corrections to this production wersion of the ACS-5F . We will keep
users aware of these updates via the ACS Alert from the ACS wehbsite and on the ACS errata notes page located an:
hitp e censu s govacshiewand Ul seDatalErrata. htm.
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In addition to the actual Summary Files,
Joe needs

* Essential files
— Technical Documentation
— Data Dictionary = merge_ 5 6.xlIs
— README doc
o Useful files
— Worked example
— Example SAS programs
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www?2.census.gov/acs2008_3yr/summaryfile/

Parent Directory

OSASExamplePrograms,

LCS 2006 20085 3—Year 3F Tech Doc.pdf

LCS Surmmary File Tlorked Example adwvanced. pdf

Llakharmas

Llaska,

Lrizonas

Arkansasys

Californias 23 Texas/

Scroll Down ...

U0 )L o) gy

23 Inited3tates/

33 Ttah/
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United States File

Parent DirectCory

ad0gsus0001000. z1p

adUgsnsdod=000. =1p

addgsusddos000. =1p

ad0ESsus00043000. z1p

P o P P P Ry

adUgsns0o0sd0d. =1p
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File Naming Conventions

 Example:
2008 3 us 0001 000.zip

N

000=place holder
for iterations

0001=sequence number

2008=year v
us=United States

3=3-year
estimate

Empire’State Development



Summary File Data

Within each geography file there are 4
text files

20083us0001000.zip
1.920083us.txt (Geography)
2.e20083us0001000.txt (Estimate)

3.m20083us0001000.txt (Margin of Error)
4 .s20083us0001000.txt (Standard Error)
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Which of the 158 zip files should
Joe download?

The first step Is to determine the
Sequence Number.

A. If Joe knows the Table ID number, then he can go directly
to the Data Dictionary.

B. If Joe does not know the Table ID number, then he will

review the Technical Documentation first and then go to
the Data Dictionary.
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Data Dictionary

fileid tblid seq order position |cells total title subject area
LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME BY ABILITY

119 TO SPEAK ENGLISH FOR THE POPULATION

ACSSF  |B16001 59 CELLS 5 YEARS AND OVER Language

ACSSF  |B16001 59 Universe: Population & years and over

ACSSF  |B16001 59 1 Total:

ACSSF  |B16001 59 2 Speak only English

ACSSF  |B16001 59 3 Spanish or Spanish Creole:

ACSSF  |B16001 59 4 Speak English "very well”

ACSSF  |B16001 59 ) Speak English less than "very well”

ACSSF  |B16001 59 6 French {incl. Patois, Cajun):

ACSSF  |B16001 59 7 Speak English "very well”

ACSSF  |B16001 59 g Speak English less than "very well”

ACSSF  |B16001 59 9 French Creole:

ACSSF  |B16001 59 10 Speak English "very well”

ACSSF  |B16001 59 11 Speak English less than "very well”

ACSSF  |B16001 59 12 ltalian:

ACSSF  |B16001 59 13 Speak English "very well"

ACSSF  |B16001 59 14 Speak English less than "very well”

ACSSF  |B16001 59 15 Portuguese or Portuguese Creole:

ACSSF  |B16001 59 16 Speak English "very well”

ACSSF  |B16001 59 17 Speak English less than "very well”

ACSSF  |B16001 59 18 German:

ACSSF  |B16001 59 19 Speak English "very well”

ACSSF  |B16001 59 20 Speak English less than "very well”
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Back to FTP site

[J ad053us0057000. 21p 07-Dec-2009 O5:27 675K

ﬁ 20053us00558000. 21p 07-Dec-2009 05:27 333K
20053u30055000, 21

a0053us0060000. 21

07-Dec-2009 Og5:27 1,31

07-Dec-2009 Og5:27 1.4M

ﬁ 20053us0061000.21p 07-Dec-2009 05:27 1.6

22 0053us0059000, bxk

m2005 30053000, Exk
=005 3050053000, Exk

Hint: To view the raw data,

QEDDESUS |:::.::|: WordPad is the best option

" |

|

" |

HITE: |'||l% FinE i s
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Table 2.1 Geographic Header Record Layout for the ACS Summary File

Data Dictionary Description Field | Starting Geographic Summary Levels For

Reference Name Size Position Single-Year Tables

RECORD CODES

FILEID Always equal to ACS Summary File 6 | All Summary Levels

identification

STUSAB State Postal Abbreviation 2 7 All Summary Levels

SUMLEVEL Summary Level 3 All Summary Levels

COMPONENT Geographic Component 2 12 All Summary Levels

LOGRECNO Logical Record Number 7 14 All Summary Levels

GEOGRAPHIC

AREA CODES

US Us | 21 010

REGION Census Region | 22 020

DIVISION Census Division | 23 030

STATECE State (Census Code) 2 24 040, 050, 060, 160, 230, 500, 795, 950.
960, 970

STATE State (FIPS Code) 2 26 040, 050, 060, 160, 230, 500, 795, 950.
960, 970

COUNTY County of current residence 3 28 050, 060

COUSUB County Subdivision (FIPS) 5 31 060

PLACE Place (FIPS Code) 5 36 160, 312, 352

TRACT Census Tract 6 41 Reserved for future use

BLKGRP 1 47

AR T T
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Reserved for future use
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ACSSF NT040000000001
040007336
ACSSF NTY040010000002
04001175336
ACSSF NT040430000003
040437336
ACSSF NT040520000004
040521336
ACSSF NT040550000005
040557336
ACSSF NT0405600000068
040567336
ACSSF NT040570000007

36

36

36

36

36

36

36

New York

New York; Urbhan

New York; Rural

New ¥Tork; In mwetropolitan or micropolitan statistical area

]

New ¥Tork; Mot in mwetropolitan or micropolitan statistical area

New ¥Tork; In metropolitan statistical area

0405
ACISY

ACISY

== Logical Record Number

040550536
ACSSF NT040600000010
040607336
ACSSF NT040610000011
0406115336

HNew York; Mot 1n metropolitan statistical area

GIS ID

itan statistical area —-

Id=w Tork; In micropolitan statistical area

I}=w ¥Tork; In micropolitan statistical area —-

1

1
in principal citcy
1

litah statistical area —- not in principal city

2
in principal citcy

AC3EF NYD40620000@12 36 ‘{' 2
Qi0eaTIss B / A"--ih, Hewr Tork: Jp rjcropolitan statistical apres —— pot d3 prdpeipsl sdter
36001
Alhany County, New Tork
Allegany County, New York
36005
] Eronx County, New York
A
05 Geo ID COde Eroowe County, New Tork
A
os0000E 3 e 0y Cattaraugus County, New York
AC3ZF NYOS0000000015 36011
05000U336011 Cayuga County, New Tork
AC3ZF NYOS0000000012 36013
05000536013 Chautaugqua County, New York
AC3ZF NYOS00000000zZ0 36015
05000U336015 Chemung County, New York
AC3ZF NYOS0000000021 36017
05000336017 Chenango County, New York
AC3ZF NYOS0OO000000z2 36019
05000U336019 Clinton County, New York
AC3ZF NYOS0000000023 36021
05000U33 6021 Colurbia County, New York
AC3ZF NYOS00000000Z4 36023
05000T53 6023 Cortland County, New York
AC33F NYO50000000025 36025
05000336025 Delaware County, New York
AC3ZF NYOS00000000Z6 36027
05000U33 6027 Dutchess County, New York
AC3ZF NYOS0OO0O00000z27 36029
05000U33 6029 Erie County, New York
AC3ZF NYOS000000002Z8 36031
05000T536031 Essex Countwv. New York
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Estimate SF of the US for Language

Seg. Number from Logical Record
Data Dictionary Number Estimate

/\ A A

( N/ A\
LCE5F,2008e3,us,000,0055, 0000264, 1462915, 1056405, 32002
LCE5F,2008e3,us,000,0059, 000065,

ACSSF;EDDBEE;us;DDD;DDEB;DDI7'57;2491394,2242925;
ACSSF, 200883, us, 000, 0059, 0000268, o) oy vy s ey eperareyres
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SOURCES OF MORE
INFORMATION
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American Community Survey (ACS)

ACS Main | Aboutthe ACS | Access Data | How to Use the Data | About the Data | FAQs | Site Map | Search ACS

Census > ACS Main > How to Use the Data > The ACS Compass Products

Available in this Section

Howr to Use the Data Main

Estimates

Comparing ACS Data
ACS 1-Year Estimates
ACS 3-Year Estimates

Subject Definitions
Accuracy of the Data

Quality Measures
Sample Size:
Data
Definitions
Cowerage Ratss:
Data
Definitions
Responze Hates:
Data
Definitions
tem Allecation Rates:
Data
Lefinitions
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ACS and Intercensal Population

The ACS Compass Products

Group Quarters Definitions

In recagnition of the need to provide guidance on new cancepts and the challenges
they bring to users of American Community Survey (ACS) data, the LS. Census
Bureau has developed a series of educational materials called The ACS Compass
Products. The Census Bureau will release data from the ACS in the form of 1-year, 3-
vear, and S-year estimates. These estimates represent concepts that are
fundamentally different from those associated with sample data from the decennial
census long form. We hope The ACE Compass Froducts give direction and
guidance to you in using ACS data.

Handbooks

These handbooks provide user-friendly information akout the ACS and the new multivear estimates available in 2008.
Each handbook targets a specific user group including firsttime ACS data users.

Meed to conduct your own training? These FowerPoint presentaticns with fully scripted text allow individuals to conduct
their own training on key aspects of the ACS. They are designed to help data users learn aboutthe ACS and cover various
topics from the ACS basics to understanding ACS multivear estimates.

E-learning Tutorial - forthcoming

An on-line tutorial that enables users to understand and appropriately use ACE data. Basic and advanced topics on the
ACSE are covered and case studies to illustrate concepts are provided.

If you have questions, comments, or identify any areas of concern, we would like to hear from you. Please cantact us by
email at acso.users.suppot@census.goy.



“he ACS Compass Products: Handbooks

The ACS Compass Products: Handbooks

The Census Bureau recagnizes that users of ACS data have varied backagrounds, educations, and experiences. They need different kinds of explanaticns and guidance to
understand ACS data products. To address this diversity, the Census Bureau worked clasely with a group of experts to develop a series of handbooks, each of which is
designedto instruct and provide guidance to a particular audience. The audiences that we have chosen are not expected to cover every type of data users, but they cover major
stakeholder groups familiar to the Census Bureau.

The handbook series is called, & Compass for Understanding and Using American Communily Sunvey Data. The specific handbooks are listed below, along with a krief
summary of each ofthe target audiences.

These handbooks will be released on a flow basis beginning Cctober 2008,

General Data Uzers Bugzinegz Community High School Teachers

IMedia Conoress State and Local Governmentz

Federal &nenci @ Users of Data for Rural &reas

Public Uze Microdata Sample I:F'UHE:Z@UEEFE of Data for American Indians and Alaska Matives  Puerte Rice Community Survey (PRCS) Data Users

VWhat General Data Users Heed to Know [FDF 1.6MB] helps general audiences understand the kasics of the ACS, its opportunities and challenges, and how to access and the
use the ACS data on the Census Bureau's Web site. It includes concrete examples of how ACS data can be used to answer real-warld questions about our society. Top

VWhat the Business Community Needs to Know [FOF 2.2MB] acknowledges that to make effective use ofthe ACS, businesses need to understand how ACS data are collected
and reported, and their advantages and limitations relative to the long form data previously collected during the decennial census. This handbook describes the data products
available from the ACS and how to access them. Examples are provided with step-by-step instructions on accessing the data. Top

VWhat High School Teachers Need to Know [FOF 2.3MB] summarizes the types of infarmation and geographic areas covered by the ACS and explains how to understand ACS
data. Specific examples are provided to illustrate how ACS data can be incorporated into lesson plans and activities to address a variety of social studies, geography, and
mathematics standards. Top

VWhat the Media Need to Know [PDF 1.1MB] describes how the ACS is puttogether, key concepts and how to getthe most out of the survey. It explains the various ways to find
and access ACS data and the bestways for novice and experienced journalists to use the estimates. Step-by-step stories are included of how journalists have used the ACS 1o
find and improve their published work. Top

VWhat Congress Needs to Know [FDOF 1.2MB] can help congressional staff use ACS datato respond to constituent inquiries, draftfloor and press statements, conduct
legislative research, understand funding formulas, compare data fram the ACS with other federal statistics, and interpret ACS data. Top

Vhat State and Local Governments Need to Know [POF 1.2ME] illustrates how ACS data can be used to address typical issues faced by state and local governments and
provides infarmation that can allow for a more effective transition from decennial census long form data to ACS data. Several real-life case studies are included to demonstrate
how bestto use and interpret ACS data. Top

VWhat Federal Agencies Need to Know [FOF 2.1MB] is designed to aid federal agency analysts, program administrators, and policy makers when they use ACS data in carrying
nitthe hiizinese nftheir anenries Thic handhnnk deserihes the eeeential featiires nfthe 472 in detail digrieses same imnoftant etatictical and nractical roncideratinne and
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a>The ACS Compass Products: Presentations

The ACS Compass Products: Presentations

These PowerFPoint presentations provide important information on varicus aspects of the American Community Survey (ACS). They have been developed for twa main
purposes: (1) forindividuals to learn more about the ACE and (2) to provide a wide audience with the tools needed to conduct training on the ACE. Each presentation consists «
approximately 35 slides and the accompanying speakers’ notes.,

An Overview of the American Community Survey presents the basics of the ACS program and website. it includes information on content, survey methodology, and data
products.
Fresentation Slides [PPT]
Speaker Motes [POF 52KE]
Things that May Affect the Estimates from the American Community Survey presents a discussion of sampling error and otherthings that affect ACS estimates, such as
non-sampling error and population cantrols.
FPresentation Slides [PPT]
Speaker Motes [PDF G0KE]
Understanding Multiyear Estimates from the American Community Survey details the definition, use, and interpretation of multivear estimates.
Fresentation Slides [PPT]
Speaker Motes [PDF 49KB]
Data Products from the American Community Survey presents an overview of the ACS data products, including examples of each product.
Fresentation Slides [PPT]
Speaker Motes [PDF 53KE]
Geographic Areas and Concepts for the American Community Survey gives an averview of the types of geocgraphic areas for which data are available fram the ACS.
FPresentation Slides [PPT]

Speaker Motes [PDF 45KB]

Introduction to the Public Use Microdata Sample (PURMS) File from the American Community Survey provides an explanation of the PUME file, the availakle gecgraphies, ani
how to access these data.
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Other Sources

 ACS Design and Methodology Report
e 2006 ACS Data Users Handbook

 American Community Survey Office by
phone at 1-800-923-8282

* Leonard Gaines at
gaines@empire.state.ny.us
or 518-292-5312
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