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What is Kidlink? 
An abstract 

	Kidlink sm is a non-profit, non-governmental humanitarian grassroots organization working to help children and youth through the secondary school level be involved in a global dialog for personal networking. 
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Participation is free. Some Kidlink services are for kids and youth only. For access to these services, which includes chat and searching our database of youth participants, all youth participants must answer these four questions (this answer came from Maharashtra, India, in 1991): 

1. Who Am I? 
I am Suresh Gherde and am 13 years old boy.I love playing cricket , kho kho and kabbaddi. I am in 9th class. 

2. What Do I Want To Be When I Grow Up? 
I would like to be a military man and would like to serve my country. I will be able to know my nation when I join military. 

3. How Do I Want The World To Be Better When I Grow Up? 
I would like the world where all the people are friendly with each other. There should not be casteism. I would like all people and happy and all should be equal. 

4. What Can I Do Now To Make This Happen? 
I will try to establish equality. I will help poor by giving them money. I will not allow anybody to possess superiority complex. I will not allow any quarrelling in the society. 

Teachers are recommended to let their students answer these questions by completing module 1 of the Who-Am-I? program. 

How does it work? 

A youth, child or class of students answer four basic questions, and send them in. An automated response gets sent them.
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Once a youth or a child is registered, they are eligible to take part in Kidlink's activities, be it discussions, educational offerings, or other activities.
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Kidlink's public mailing lists is the main means of communication. Participant are recommended to join each list individually. When someone posts to the mailing list a copy is sent to each member of that list, and it also becomes a part of the archives of the list so there is no need to keep all the emails one receives.
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Since the start, teachers have networked in Kidlink to use the resource in their classrooms, to cooperate, to learn, and run joint projects. 

Infrastructure 

Kidlink is owned by a non-profit organization named the Kidlink Society with registration number 976 536 258 in the Norwegian "Enhetsregisteret" (Central Coordinating Register for Legal Entities), and has bylaws ensuring a continued global perspective. 
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Kidlink's work is supported by 86 public mailing lists for conferencing, a private network for Real-Time Interactions (like chats), an online art exhibition site, and volunteers living throughout the world. Most volunteers are teachers and parents. 
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Since the start on May 25, 1990, kids and youth from 149 countries on all continents have participated. Their primary means of communication is electronic mail (email), but Real-Time Interactions (like "chats"), various types of web-based dialogs, ordinary mail, fax, video conferencing, and ham radio are also being used. 
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Kidlink has activities in Arabic, Catalan, Chinese, Danish, English, French, German, Hebrew, Icelandic, Italian, Japanese, Macedonian, Norwegian, Portuguese, Romanian, Saami, Slovenian, Spanish, Swedish. 

Kidlink's Conference Network for Youth 

The Kidcafe mailing lists
for open dialog including both individual exchanges (keypals) and group discussion or inquiries on topics introduced by the kids. The number of Kidcafes, and rules for participation differs by language area.
The Kidproj mailing lists
support a wide variety of short and long-term projects across language areas. Projects may grow so large that they are given special areas for the discussions.
The Kidforum lists
for discussion of one topic at a time with about two months per topic. The adult moderator for each topic works closely with the participating students and their teachers.
Real-Time Interactions
In Kidlink's private IRC network, kids all over the world can type back and forth to each other with responses in seconds. Special events are organized supporting activities on our mailing lists. 

Kidlink's KidSpace is a virtual world created by kids that reflects the real world. Here, kids can "recreate" their country and cities to share experiences as well as "talk" in real-time. Various kinds of collaborative activities are set up so that kids can interact.
Art Exchange
Kids can submit their artworks to the Kidlink Gallery of Computer Art.
Kidlink Houses
Kidlink has a special program to help disadvantaged kids called The Kidlink Houses, or KHouses.
Kidlink's Conference Network for Adults 

The Kidleader mailing lists
for informal discussion about Kidlink-related topics among teachers and other adult leaders of Kidlink youth. They are also used for activity coordination. 
The -COORD mailing lists
Activity coordination mailing lists established to support teachers and other adults having youth in the related youth dialog areas. 
The Kidlink Announcement lists.
To stay informed about what happens.
Other mailing lists
Includes a Portuguese language family list for parents with kids involved in Kidlink, a forum for discussing major operational changes, and a newsletter distribution service. 
The Who-Am-I? program - an eight-month multi-lingual educational program - runs from September to May for schools in the northern hemisphere, and from March through November for schools in the southern hemisphere. 


[image: image8.png]


The Kidlink Institute is a division of Stiftelsen Kidlink. Its Research Division works to encourage research in education and related areas in the human and social sciences based on Kidlink's repositories on past and ongoing project developments. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.kidlink.org/kie/index.html" The Educational Services Division offers formal training on the content of Kidlink to teachers, parents, educational universities and colleges, bureaucrats, and other persons interested in Kidlink's activities.
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The success of Kidlink's programs is regularly being recognized by organizations around the world. 
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