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 FEMINIST SOCIAL AND POLITICAL THOUGHT

WSS 360 (4259) 
Please visit www.albany.edu/faculty/jhobson/wss360/2004.htm
Fall 2004

Tu/Th 1:15 - 2:35 pm

HUM 24


Instructor: Dr. Janell Hobson

Office: Social Science 344

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 3:00-5:00 pm

Contact: jhobson@albany.edu (phone) 442-5575
Course Description:

This course will challenge what constitutes viable feminist thought and action for our new millennial age.  By raising the specter of those who benefit the least from the gains of feminism, we will question what it would mean for feminist theory and activism to articulate and define concepts of social justice with marginalized women in mind.  We will read and view texts that challenge the centrality of gender in feminist analyses through intersections of race, class, nationality, sexuality, and empire.  We will also redefine the political agenda of feminism as we apply a global perspective on women’s lives and blur the lines between theory and practice.  Above all, we will creatively and collectively join together to imagine a living feminism that permeates our daily lives and influences political power.      

Women’s Studies Department Goals and Learning Outcomes:

Students will demonstrate that they:
1. understand Women’s Studies as an academic field of study and research.
2. understand and can use intersectional feminist analysis to explore the bases of social inequalities.
3. understand what it means to place women at the center of knowledge-making and of discourse across disciplinary boundaries.
4. understand how feminist pedagogy may be different from other forms of teaching and learning.
5. understand the dynamic relationship between Women’s Studies scholarship and feminist social action.

For more information, please visit the website: www.albany.edu/ws/undergrad.html 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes:

This course will parallel departmental goals and objectives in that students will:

1.  integrate diverse studies through an interdisciplinary framework – such as connecting sciences with philosophy or creative arts with public policy.  

2.  dismantle the intersecting ideologies of racism, sexism, heterosexism, imperialism, ableism, etc.

3.  conceptualize feminist social justice beyond gender equity and towards community and human dignity.    

4.  fully participate in the teaching process as active learners, peer educators, and public scholars.  

5.  integrate scholarship in the classroom with activism beyond these walls.  

Required Texts (available at the Book House in Stuyvesant Plaza and Mary Jane Books):

Booth, Karen M.  2003.  Local Women, Global Science: Fighting AIDS in Kenya.   
Narayan, Uma.  1997.  Dislocating Culture.  

Shange, Ntozake.  1999.  If I Can Cook/ You Know God Can.

Course Packet – available at Shipmates (also in Stuyvesant Plaza and hereafter abbreviated in course schedule as CP).

REQUIREMENTS & EXPECTATIONS 

Requirements:

Class Participation (20 points) 

Participation includes your regular attendance and contributions to classroom discussions and the webct discussion board.  Attendance will be taken through name cards, created the first day of class.  You are allowed 3 unexcused absences; however, if you go over this number, you stand to lose 2 points for each additional absence from your final grade.  Excused absences will only be granted in cases of documented illness and emergencies.  Five bonus points toward your final grade for perfect attendance!!  Perfect attendance means that you have never missed a single class (whether this is excused or not – including for illnesses and emergencies), nor have you ever arrived late nor left early for any reason.  If you attend every single session, from the beginning of class time to the end, and if you are respectful in class, contribute to discussions and never disrupt class (being insulting, rude, walking out of class without saying “excuse me,” or NOT turning off cell phones, pagers, and beepers), then and only then will you receive bonus points for perfect attendance.  

Writer’s Notebook (10 points)

A notebook of your choice, used for Freewrite/reflection writing assignments in class.  You will also be expected over the weekends to reflect on the episodes that air on PBS’ Wide Angle series (Thursday nights, 10 pm) and analyze the ways that the topics in each episode are covered (if at all) in mainstream news programs (i.e. – CNN, Fox News, etc.) or addressed in alternative news sources (you may need to search the Internet for possible news sites that provide more information than what is covered in mainstream media).  You will be expected to share your findings and reflections weekly on webct in the Wide Angle discussion folder.   You will need to turn in your writer’s notebooks on Tuesday, December 7. 

Pop Quizzes (20 points)

Scheduled throughout the semester and unannounced; you will have as many or as few quizzes, depending on how regularly everyone in class keeps up with their reading assignments.   

Social Justice Activism: Local/Global Resources (10 pts).  

Contribute paragraph-length (6-8 sentences) reports on the goals, objectives, and activities of 1.) a local organization in Albany (including campus-based groups) or elsewhere in New York state that deals with feminist or social justice concerns and 2.) a global or transnational group that mirrors the concerns of the local group (i.e., Women against War, locally-based Albany group, parallels the internationally-based Women in Black): one paragraph for each organization.  Declare your local and global choices via webct (no later than September 30).  Students may not cover the same groups, so once a student declares coverage of certain groups, those organizations are off limits to others (sign-up is first come, first served).  To prepare for your reports, attend at least one local meeting or event, read various literature produced by these groups, etc.  In your reports, be sure to provide contact information and a link to the organizations’ websites, if these exist.  Local groups may even guide you in learning about their global/transnational counterparts.  You will need to submit these on webct (in the indicated folder) by Tuesday, October 26, 1:00 pm.  These reports will be included on our class website, on a resources page.  

Living Feminism: A Virtual Feminist Cookbook (20 points) 


In addition to collaborating on an activist resources page, we will collectively assemble a “virtual feminist cookbook” as each student contributes a recipe (you will be expected to prepare a dish based on this recipe for a “potluck celebration” in class) and a narrative (2-4 pages, typed and double-spaced), which describes the “politics of food” – either in terms of the global/transnational/historical exchange of ingredients in the dish and/or in terms of the preparation and reception of a meal as an act of everyday feminist resistance.  You will need to construct a web page featuring this recipe and narrative (create an original title for this page and list resources with information on this subject).  You may be as creative as you wish with the narrative, but the larger politics of food distribution and social justice, as well as cultural heritage and gender roles in the preparation of food, must be addressed.  The web page should feature the recipe’s ingredients and preparation instructions in a table, offset from the narrative; the background color must be white, the written text black (although you may change the table background color if you so choose).  You may design the web page simply by saving your word file in html format; or you may use a web design program (such as the Netscape Composer program, available on Netscape Navigator, or the Dreamweaver program, which offers a free tutorial and 30-day free trial of the software at http://www.macromedia.com).  The Interactive Media Center in the main library also provides free tutorials for students on the use of this program.  You will need to turn in both a hard copy of the recipe/narrative and an html version on disk/CD by Tuesday, November 23.   Only those projects that receive an A- or higher will be published on our class website.  You must choose one of the following categories for your recipe – appetizer/snack, soup/salad, meal, dessert, drink – by October 14. 

Student Conference Project (20 points)

In collaboration with my graduate seminar on Feminist Theory (WSS 565), which will organize a student conference around graduate student paper/project presentations, you will be expected to participate by contributing creative projects, based on our own class theme, to be presented to the conference audience.  We will hold in class exercises the week of October 19 to engage feminist theory in the realm of creative writing and collaboration.  These sessions will also serve as launching off points from which student groups can begin collaborating on the conference project.  As a class, you will be divided into three groups (collectives), which will collaborate on one of the following creative works: 

- Exhibit Collective.  This collective will work on the creation of an art/media exhibit, or a collaboration of an art piece (i.e., mural or installation) to be exhibited at the student conference on Friday, December 3, in Humanities 354, 11:30 am-6 pm, with a preview before class on Tuesday, November 30.  The exhibit may be a creative display of a variety of materials/items/art pieces deemed “feminist,” a “make-shift” altar/memorial, or a collage of three-dimensional objects to create a collaborative installation.  The collective is expected to meet outside of class time on this project.   Also, prepare an exhibition catalog or brochure to be distributed to the audience (3 BONUS POINTS on project grade if presented on an original website!).  

- Food Collective.   Expanding on our cookbook project, this collective will work creatively on organizing a luncheon for the student conference, which may feature dishes from student recipes.  The luncheon should also reflect issues of feminist food politics in a way that conference participants and audience members grasp the themes, that recognizes food preparations and presentations as genuine works of art, and that also celebrates communal nourishment, even within an academic setting.  The collective is expected to meet outside of class time to plan this conference luncheon.  Also, prepare a brochure/flyer, promoting our class virtual cookbook and presenting “food for thought” issues about the menu, to be distributed to the audience (3 BONUS POINTS on project grade if presented on an original website!).   

- Performance Collective.   This collective will work on the creation of a performance that espouses “feminist” ideas or presents a “creative response” to any of the texts studied in this course.  The performance could be an “open mike”/audience participation spoken-word collaboration, a variety show, a dance performance, a music performance, a multimedia performance, an absurd/comedy or avant-garde theater, a series of skits/vignettes/character-sketches, or a reading collective (combined sharing of each member’s poetry, spoken word, etc.).  You must give a Dress Rehearsal in class on Thursday, December 2.  The public performance will take place on Friday, December 3, in Humanities B39, 7:30 pm.  The performance must clock in between 60-75 minutes (no more, no less).  So, please time it during rehearsals.  The collective is expected to meet outside of class time. Also, prepare a performance program to be distributed to the audience (3 BONUS POINTS on project grade if presented on an original website!).  

**Alert!  For shy students especially: Not all members of this collective need to perform.  You may decide that some of you can serve as directors, stage managers, or crew members (i.e., set design, lighting, costume, music, backstage performers, etc.).

**You must sign up for one of these collectives by Thursday, September 30, and the collective will turn in a 1 or 2 page Conference Project Overview (typed and double-spaced) by Tuesday, November 16. 

Expectations:

· Each session begins with students coming into class and retrieving her/his name card, placed on desk; attendance will be taken in this way, and name cards will be returned at the end of class sessions.  Name cards will also help us call on each other during discussions.  

· “Preludes” will take the form of a creative work (art piece or music selection) opening the class session, during which you will take 5 or 10 minutes to write on the subject in your writer’s notebook (creatively, personally, or analytically if you wish).  The artistic selection will connect to the reading assignment(s) for that day.  Exceptions to this format will occur when we have film/video screenings or when we have a special exercise planned for that day (see October 19, October 21, November 23, November 30, and December 2).  The writer’s notebook is for your own personal use, but you will be expected to produce it in class during preludes and other writing exercises.  

· This course will be structured primarily around discussions.  We will implement a style of discussion called “Rotating Chair.”  Hence, whoever is the last to contribute to discussion is responsible for calling on the next speaker.  In addition to discussions, we will from time to time alternate between creative in-class exercises, sometimes including writing exercises (so please bring to class your writer’s notebook regularly) and brief lectures. 

· You are expected to come to class with reading materials and to be prepared to discuss them.  Due to the contents of this course, we will cover troubling issues at different points; as such, sensitivity is a must.  If you engage in disruptive behavior (i.e., delivering insults, using vulgar expressions, doing work or having conversations not related to this class, not turning off cell phones, beepers and pagers, walking out without first excusing yourself from class, arriving late, or leaving early without first consulting me when this is unavoidable), then 3 such incidences = 1 unexcused absence.  (Please see Attendance Policy under Class Participation.)    

Due Dates
Sept. 30

sign up for activism reports (on webct) and conference project (in class).
 

Oct. 14

sign up for recipe category.




Oct. 26 

activism reports submitted on webct by 1:00 pm.

Nov. 16

conference project overview submitted by each collective (not individually).  



Nov. 23

recipe/narrative and potluck celebration in class. 



Dec. 3

student conference projects.  

Dec. 7

writer’s notebook.  

Grading Policy:


A = 100-93
A- = 92-90
B+ = 89-86
B = 85-83
B- = 82-80



C+ = 79-76
C = 75-73
C- = 72-70
D = 69-65
E = Below 65

Late assignments will result in 5 points deducted from your grade for each day late; no extensions will be granted with the exception of documented emergencies.  In addition, plagiarism is a violation of university policy; any errors in citations and use of work that is not your own will result in a failing grade for assignments.  For more information: www.albany.edu/eas/104/plagiary.htm. 

Extra Credit:

1 pt. for every two Women’s Studies/IROW events attended on campus and for submitting a minimum two-page analysis for each event (on webct no later than 48 hours after each event).   See events pages for Women’s Studies (www.albany.edu/ws/news.html) and IROW (www.albany.edu/irow/events.html). 
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Course Schedule

Introduction: What is Theory?  Who Gets to Do Theory?  

8/31
Course overview. 

9/2 
CP:

1. Who is Your Mother?  Red Roots of White Feminism.  

9/7 
CP:

2. Gee, You Don’t Seem Like an Indian from the Reservation.

3. Black Women: Shaping Feminist Theory.  

9/9
CP:

4. White Innocence/White Accountability: Feminist Movements and Wars of the New Millennium.  

Unit I: Making Feminist Sense of the World 

9//14
Online: “First Writing Since”; “Phantom Towers”; “Come September.”

9/16
holiday – no class.

9/21
Dislocating Culture: chapters 1, 2, 4.  
9/23
continued: chapter 3.  
9/28
CP:

5. When Soldiers Rape.  

Online: “Rwanda Minister of Rape: A Woman’s Work.” 

9/30
Video: Ladies First.      


Sign up for activism reports (on webct) and conference projects (in class).

10/5
Local Women, Global Science: chapters 1-4.  

10/7
continued: chapters 5-6.  

10/12
CP:

6. Private Fists and Public Force: Race, Gender, and Surveillance.

10/14
Video: Performing the Border.       


Sign up for recipe category.
Unit II: Engaging Feminism - From the Ground Up 

10/19
Creative Workshop: Engaging Feminist Theory in Writing.

10/21
Creative Collaborations. 

10/26
Video: Mama Wahunzi.   


Due: Social Justice Activism – Global/Local Resources (on webct by 1:00 pm).

10/28
CP:

7. Composting Judaism: On Ecology, Illness, and Spirituality Re-planted.

8. Ecofeminism through an Anticolonial Framework. 
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11/2
CP: 

9. The Hijacking of the Global Food Supply. 




Dislocating Culture: chapter 5.    

11/4
CP: 

10. Hunger as Ideology.

11/9
If I Can Cook/You Know God Can: chapters 1-8.

11/11
continued: chapters 9-11.  

11/16
Film: Antonia’s Line.  

Due: Conference Project Overview
11/18
Film continued.  

Unit III: Living Feminism – Theory into Action                   
11/23
A Potluck Celebration and Conference Project Planning. 


Due: Recipe/Narrative
11/25
holiday – no class. 

11/30
Exhibit Preview.

12/2
Dress Rehearsal.   

Due 12/3: Luncheon planned by Food Collective; Public Exhibit by Exhibit Collective (both 
due 11 am in HUM 354); Public Performance by Performance Collective, 7:30 pm, HUM B39 .

Conclusion
12/7
Course Review.


Due: Writer’s Notebook. 

