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A Eng 295L Classics of Western Literature: From the Topless Towers of Ilium to Denmark’s Unweeded Garden.
Narrative is a term commonly employed in modern literary studies.  But what, exactly, does it mean?  Where did it come from?  What is the significance of ‘epic narrative’ as opposed to ‘staged narrative’? or ‘prose narrative’?  In this section of ENG 295, we will trace the roots of ‘western narrative’ as they evolved from the epic (lyric) tradition in western literature.  We will begin by exploring the themes and modes of the epic par excellence, Homer’s Iliad.  We will then turn our attention to the new form of literature that succeeded epic: 5th Century Greek tragedy.  We will read Sophocles’ Oedipus Tyrannus and Euripides’ Bacchae.  We will move into the modern era (AD/CE) and explore the ways in which Virgil and Apuleius returned to epic literature for their Roman readers in Aeneid and The Golden Ass respectively.  In Beowulf, we will analyze an epic tradition similar to, but having developed independently from, Greek & Roman Literatures.  After which, we’ll make a foray onto the Renaissance stage, London, and explore the ways in which classical and Anglo-Saxon traditions intermingle to produce a new western canon with Hamlet.  And last but not least, we will turn to a modern (20th century) attempt to (re)create the epic tradition – not unlike what Virgil & Apuleius did two thousand years earlier.  All texts edited and in English translation where necessary.   Requirements: attendance/participation, final exam, possibly reading quizzes.
Requirements

texts
Students are EXPECTED to use the same translations listed below.  This is particularly important for the Greek & Roman material (I’ll provide the class with a copy of Beowulf).  As long as the text is unabridged, any edition of Hamlet is acceptable.

· Iliad. Homer (trans. Fagles). Penguin.  0140275363 
· Eight Great Greek Tragedies.  Dover Thrift.  0486402037

· The Golden Ass.  Apuleius (trans. Walsh).  Penguin.  0140435905
· Aeneid. Virgil (trans. West).  Penguin.  0140449329

· Beowulf – I’ll supply a Dover Thrift copy (DON’T WASTE YOUR MONEY)
· Silmarillion. Tolkien. Houghton Mifflin.  0618126988
attendance

Daily attendance is mandatory (each meeting is a whole week’s worth of class during a full semester).  However, things come-up.  Difficulties happen.  This isn’t supposed to be easy, but nobody’s perfect.  For that reason, all students who attend EVERY class on time will receive a 5% bonus to their grade.  There’s no penalty for a second absence, but every absence after the second will result in 5% DEDUCTION from your overall grade.  Students who miss 5 classes, will automatically fail.  Absences are not free passes.  If you miss a class, you are responsible for keeping-up with the reading, lectures, and other coursework.  Quizzes may only be made-up in cases of documented emergencies (so bring in your speeding ticket ().
Wait!  There’s more: each class is 2.5 hours long.  You must be in attendance the entire class in order to be considered present.  When I take attendance, I take attendance.  If you’re not on time and miss attendance, it’s an absence.  Be on time!  I will never take attendance before 6PM.  I will show no mercy to people who have genuine emergencies AFTER having burned their absences on silly things like not making it to class on time or just not showing-up one day.

grading

	Attendance 10%
	- See attendance policy above.



	Quizzes 30%


	- Weekly quizzes.  Sometimes more.   Both generic plot points (i.e., did you read?) and material from previous lectures (i.e., are you paying attention?)

	Participation 10%


	- It’s hard to hide in a small class like this.  Talk.  I only bite in…no.  That’s personal.  You’ll just have to trust me not to bite your head off.

	Final Exam 50%
	- Cumulative (obviously).  50% short answer, matching, etc.  50% essays.


schedule
	June

6/26 -

-
	syllabus/attendance policy/introduction

Iliad introduction, look at Book 1

	6/27 -
	Iliad (Books 1-6)

	6/29 -
	Iliad (Books 7-12)

	July

7/3 -
	Iliad (Books 13-18)

	7/6 -
	Iliad (Books 19-24)

	7/10 -
	Oedipus 

	7/11 -
	Bacchae 

	7/13 -
	Aeneid (Books 1-3)

	7/17 -
	Aeneid (Books 4-8)

	7/18 -
	Aeneid (Books 9-10)

	7/20 -
	Golden Ass (it’s fairly long; be prepared)

	7/24 -
	Beowulf (pp. 1-30)

	7/25 -
	Beowulf (pp. 30-end)

	7/27 -
	Hamlet

	7/31 -
	Silmarillion (AINULINDALË, VALAQUENTA, Quenta Silmarillion I-XIV)

	August

8/1 -
	Silmarillion (Quenta Silmarillion XV-XXIV)

	8/3 -
	final exam
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