	ENG 240
	Syllabus
	Fall 2006



	Course Information

Catalog listing: AENG 240 – Growing-up in America

Course number: 6735

Room: Fine Arts 114

Meets: 11:45AM-1:05PM, TuTh

Instructor: Daniel Gremmler

Grading: A-E
	Contact Information

Office: Humanities 364

Office hours: 10:30AM-11:20 AM or by appointment

Phone: 442-2648

Email: dg6349@albany.edu


Course Introduction

AENG 240 – Growing Up In America is an introduction to problems of social significance related to human development in a multi-ethnic society through the study of American literature and culture.  The course will include a large participation component and a semester-long response journal, which will be periodically collected and reviewed.  Students will be expected to read aloud to the class from their response journals on a regular basis.  The purpose of this course is to explore the diversity of contemporary portrayals of American life over the past century.  This will include confronting such contentious issues as race, gender, death, malaise, and depression.  The course depends on student participation.  There is no right or wrong answer to any of the problems that will be addressed by the literature and films we ‘read,’ but there is ample room for thoughtful analysis.  Discussion of one’s feelings and opinions is a requirement for the course.  The classroom is a safe place for such discussion to occur.  It is an excellent opportunity for those who are uncomfortable with expressing themselves publicly to do so in a safe and welcoming environment.  However, if you are absolutely dead-set against the idea, then (invoke Obi-wan Kenobi voice) perhaps this is not the course you’re looking for.  Many class meetings will consist of watching movies/tv episodes, afterwards (often spilling into the next meeting) there will be a discussion period of 10-20 minutes.  The rest of the course will consist of discussion in regard to assigned readings.

General Education – Humanities

AENG 240 satisfies the general education requirement for U. S. pluralism and diversity.  U.S. Pluralism and Diversity courses enable students to demonstrate:

1. knowledge and understanding of the diversity and pluralism of U.S. society with respect to race, ethnicity, and gender, as well as class, sexual orientation, and/or religion.

2. knowledge and understanding of the social and cultural influences that shape the perspectives of various social groups as well as students' own points of view.

3. knowledge and understanding of the contributions of various social groups to U.S. society.

4. knowledge and understanding of the sources and manifestations of controversy or conflict arising from U.S. diversity and pluralism.

Requirements

***Students MUST use their University at Albany email addresses.  It’s how I will contact you and guarantees that your messages to me won’t get lost in my junk folder***

Texts
· Short Stories of Ernest Heminway.  Ernest Hemingway.  ISBN: 0684803348
· The Great Gatsby.  F. Scott. Fitzgerald.  ISBN: 0743273567
· Their Eyes Were Watching God.  Zora Neale Hurston.  ISBN: 0061120065
· As I lay Dying.  William Faulkner.  ISBN:  067973225X
· A Good Man is Hard to Find.  Flannery O’Connor.  ISBN: 0156364654
All required texts are available at the University Bookstore (campus center) and Mary Jane Books (215 Western Avenue, Albany, NY 12203).
Grading is out of 105%.  That’s a 5% inflation of everyone’s grade.  I will not offer any sort of bonus assignments.  For each absence, excused or not, I subtract 1.5% from your total grade.  That gives you approximately 3 “free” absences (they’re not actually free; I’m awarding a bonus for students who attend class).  If any student misses more than 6 classes for any combination of reasons, s/he will not receive a passing grade in this course.  The fact that you were legitimately sick or attending a wake or whatever you were doing doesn’t make-up for the fundamental fact that you missed 7+ discussions that cannot be repeated (that’s more than three weeks worth of class, by the way).  If you manage to attend every class, then yay! You earned yourself that 5% bonus on your grade.  I do not accept any late work for any reason.  If you have a problem meeting a deadline, then you need to make arrangements with me in a timely manner BEFORE (not after) the deadline.  Failure to do so will result in a grade of zero for the given assignment.  In the unlikely event that a student accumulates 7 or more excusable (documented!) absences AND has no unexcused absences, we will meet individually to discuss how the missed work will be made-up.  
Grading Breakdown:

· Attendance/Participation – 30%

· Midterm – 25%

· Final – 25%

· Response Journal – 25%

Assignment Descriptions:

· Midterm – The midterm will consist of a few short answer questions and two essay questions based on material read during the first half of the semester.  

· Response Journal – The response journal will have an entry in it for every class meeting.  This is both your homework and your class work.  Entries should be 1-2 pages in length and seriously discuss the material that you read/watched.  Entries should include discussions about your feelings on particular topics that the reading/viewing addressed.  For example, on Six Feet Under, Nate has sex with Brenda (a person he doesn’t even know) in an airport bathroom while on his way home for his father’s funeral.  Is it right?  Wrong?  Justified?  Why or why not?  You can, of course, act like a film or book critic and analyze the material for style, theme, mode, etc.  All are valid responses in this course.  

· Final – The final consists of both a paper and a presentation.  The topic is simple, answer the following question: “Who am I, and how did I get here?”  The written portion should be a full 5-10 pages (that means anything less than 5 pages will fair poorly, as will repeating yourself for 5 pages).  You will be required to give a short (5-10 minute) oral presentation during the last 3 days of class (due days are alphabetically from A-Z; failure to present on your assigned day will result in failure for the presentation, no questions asked).  You may choose to express yourself musically or in poetry if you so desire.  You should use visuals in your presentation.  If sports have been a large part of your life, some pictures would be nice.  If your love is music (even if you don’t play), then perhaps a well-thought out selection of music that you can explain to the class.  If there is a certain object that you can bring-in that reminds you of a particularly important experience in your life, bring it in and discuss it.  Perhaps you have a picture of a loved one or a best friend or a favorite pony.  You get the idea.  The presentation portion of the final is very open.  It does NOT have to have the same theme as your paper so long as it includes you sharing something about yourself.  However, be warned: those who simply sit at the front of the classroom and read from a piece of paper (especially if that piece of paper is the same essay I’m grading for the essay portion) will not do well. 

Misc. Policies & Procedures
NO LATE WORK ACCEPTED

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a serious offense.  Students found to be in blatant violation of the university’s policy will be reported to the dean’s office per university regulations and receive a failing grade (a zero, in fact) for the assignment in question.  A second offense will result in automatic failure of the course.  Plagiarism is representing another person’s work as your own.  This (obviously) includes buying a paper or having someone else write your paper, but it also means you have to be careful and CITE the information that you use in your paper and know how/when to use quotations and paraphrases. 

Plagiarism as defined in the Undergraduate Bulletin:
Presenting as one’s own work the work of another person (for example, the words, ideas, information, data, evidence, organizing principles, or style of presentation of someone else). Plagiarism includes paraphrasing or summarizing without acknowledgment, submission of another student’s work as one’s own, the purchase of prepared research or completed papers or projects, and the unacknowledged use of research sources gathered by someone else. Failure to indicate accurately the extent and precise nature of one’s reliance on other sources is also a form of plagiarism. The student is responsible for understanding the legitimate use of sources, the appropriate ways of acknowledging academic, scholarly, or creative indebtedness, and the consequences for violating University regulations.
Examples of plagiarism include: failure to acknowledge the source(s) of even a few phrases, sentences, or paragraphs; failure to acknowledge a quotation or paraphrase of paragraph-length sections of a paper; failure to acknowledge the source(s) of a major idea or the source(s) for an ordering principle central to the paper’s or project’s structure; failure to acknowledge the source (quoted, paraphrased, or summarized) of major sections or passages in the paper or project; the unacknowledged use of several major ideas or extensive reliance on another person’s data, evidence, or critical method; submitting as one’s own work, work borrowed, stolen, or purchased from someone else.
Read more about the University at Albany’s Standards of Academic Integrity in the Under-graduate Academic Regulations section of the Undergraduate Bulletin (http://www.albany.edu
/undergraduate_bulletin/regulations.html).
Schedule
September

	09/05 –
	Introduction.  Begin Pilot episode of Six Feet Under (6FU).

	09/07 –
	Finish Pilot.  Discuss (share journal entries)

	09/12 –
	Hemingway: “Indian Camp”; “Doctor and Doctor’s Wife”

	09/14 –
	Hemingway: “Clean, Well-Lighted Place”; “Hills Like White Elephants”

	09/19 –
	6FU: Ep 2, “The Will”

	09/21 –
	Fitzgerald: Great Gatsby

	09/26 –
	Fitzgerald: Great Gatsby

	09/28 –
	Fitzgerald: Great Gatsby

	October

	10/03 –
	Fitzgerald: Great Gatsby

	10/05 –
	Hurston: Their Eyes Were Watching God

	10/10 –
	Hurston: Their Eyes Were Watching God

	10/12 –
	Hurston: Their Eyes Were Watching God

	10/17 –
	Hurston: Their Eyes Were Watching God

	10/19 –
	6FU: Ep 3, “The Foot”

	10/26 –
	Faulkner: As I Lay Dying

	10/31 –
	Faulkner: As I Lay Dying

	November

	11/02 –
	Faulkner: As I Lay Dying

	11/07 –
	Faulkner: As I Lay Dying

	11/09 –
	Faulkner: As I Lay Dying; MIDTERMS DISTRIBUTED

	11/14 –
	6FU: Ep 4, “Familia”; MIDTERMS DUE

	11/16 –
	6FU: Ep 5, “An Open Book”

	11/21 –
	O’Connor: “A Good Man is Hard to Find”

	11/28 –
	6FU: Ep 6, “The Room”

	11/30 –
	6FU: Ep 12, “A Private Life”

	December

	12/05 –
	Finish 6FU discussions; JOURNALS DUE; Final Presentations

	12/07 –
	Final Presentations

	12/12 –
	Final Presentations; FINAL ESSAYS DUE


