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1. Introduction 

1.1 Description of Action 

The University at Albany, SUNY (UAlbany) has undergone a major transformation since it joined the 
SUNY system in 1962. The University has exceeded a student population of 18,000 for the first time 
in the 2008-2009 academic year, growing from 29 students at its inception in 1844, to 1,424 students 
in 1932, and 13,200 students in 1970. The University’s academic and support infrastructure has 
grown over time to meet the needs of the students and the overall mission of University at Albany, 
SUNY as an educational and internationally recognized public research institution. Today, UAlbany 
consists of three campuses (see Figure 1.1-1), offering students and researchers exceptional 
opportunities to advance themselves and their chosen fields. 
 
This project addresses only UAlbany’s Uptown campus, that is, the campus area bounded by Fuller 
Road to the west, Washington Avenue to the north, the Harriman Research and Technology Park to 
the east, and Western Avenue to the south. 
 
The Uptown Campus was principally constructed between 1961 and 1971 on the former grounds of 
the Albany Country Club (see Figures 1.1-2 and 1.1-3). Classes were held on the Academic Podium 
for the first time in 1966. An aerial photo taken of the Uptown Campus in 1972 following the 
completion of construction is shown in Figure 1.1-4. 
 
The UAlbany Uptown Campus has continued to evolve since its construction more than 40 years ago. 
Indeed, over 60 percent of the University’s facilities are over 40 years old and suffer from both a 
deferred maintenance backlog and an inability to provide sufficient modern and efficient spaces for 
the myriad instructional, research, and student support functions necessary for the continued vitality 
of a world-class institution of higher education. 
 
The University has thus developed a Capital Project Plan that encompasses the foreseeable capital 
needs of the Uptown campus over a five year planning horizon. The Capital Project Plan is largely 
focused on advancing the goal of renovating the existing physical asset of the University. 
 
The following table provides a summary of the projects that constitute this Capital Project Plan; the 
last column, which indicates the approximate dates of the start of construction for the respective 
project, has been edited to reflect the most recent planning information. The dates for the approximate 
construction start of Project Number 1 reflects a later start than was presented in the DGEIS. 
 
Table 1.1-1. Capital Project List. 

 
Project Name 

 
Project Description 

Approximate 
Construction Start 

1. Student Housing Project Construction of new student housing facilities with 
approximately 500 apartment-style beds June 2010 

2. Campus Center Master 
Plan 

Construction of student activity and surge space 
of approximately 50,000 square feet (sq ft) under 
roof 

Fall 2011 
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Table 1.1-1. Capital Project List. 
 

Project Name 
 

Project Description 
Approximate 

Construction Start 

3. Construct New Business 
School Building Construct new 90,000 sq ft academic facility Summer 2010 

4. Relocate Data Center Relocate campus Data Center to another site on 
campus Spring 2011 

5. Implement Various Athletics 
Improvements 

Phased series of improvements to athletics 
facilities, to include a new multi-use athletic 
facility (possibly a phased project). 

Spring 2010 

6. Purple Path Continuation 
Construction of the Purple Path to encircle and 
incorporate pedestrian and bicycle paths around 
the perimeter of the Uptown Campus 

Spring 2011 

7. Northern Landscape 
Improvement Project 

Perform activities consistent with Landscape 
Master Plan Spring 2012 

8. State Quad Parking Lot 
Expansion 

Add approximately 250 spaces to west side of 
State Quad parking lot May 2010 

9. Multi-Discipline Science 
Surge Building 

Construction of academic building of 
approximately 150,000 sq ft to facilitate Podium 
renovations 

Fall 2013 

10. Service Building 
Renovation  

Add approximately 24,000 sq ft addition for 
vehicle operations, small engine and metal shops Fall 2010 

11. Entry Improvements Improve entrance aesthetics and safety at 
Washington and Western Avenues 2011 

12. Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
Based on recommendations in the Harriman – 
University at Albany Linkage Study, locate Bus 
Rapid Transit stations on campus 

2013 

13. Bicycle-Pedestrian Path 
Develop a network of paths, improving 
connections between each quad, the Podium, 
and the Purple Path 

2011 

1.2. Project Purpose (Public Need and Benefit) 

The University at Albany as part of the SUNY system, not only provides an education value to the 
citizens of New York State, but it also serves as an engine for the growth and vitality of New York 
State. The availability of a high quality SUNY education encourages students to stay in the state for 
their educational experiences, and then apply their knowledge to the economic growth, social benefit, 
and improvement of the quality of life of the state’s residents, and the world at large. The University’s 
basic Carnegie classification is as a research university with a very high research activity (RU/VH). 
The Carnegie classification, developed by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching, “has been widely used in the study of higher education, both as a way to represent and 
control for institutional differences, and also in the design of research studies to ensure adequate 
representation of sampled institutions, students, or faculty” 
(http://www.carnegiefoundation.org/classifications). Several academic programs at UAlbany are 

http://www.carnegiefoundation.org/classifications�
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nationally ranked, including criminal justice, nanotechnology, microtechnology, information sciences, 
African studies, social welfare, public administration and policy, clinical psychology, and sociology. 
 
The Uptown Campus encompasses over 4.5 million gsf of space in 105 buildings and structures on 
nearly 500 acres of land. Over 60 percent of the University’s buildings are more than 40 years old and 
in need of capital improvement. The Capital Project Plan will allow UAlbany to preserve and 
modernize its facilities and ensure the long-term viability of State assets. Moreover, it will allow the 
University to continue to successfully carry out its mission as one of four SUNY University Centers 
distributed across the state (the other University Centers are SUNY Buffalo, SUNY Binghamton, and 
SUNY Stony Brook) where undergraduate teaching, research, and advanced graduate and 
professional studies are priorities. 
 
In addition to the renovation and deferred maintenance focus of the Capital Project Plan, Albany 
campus improvements encompassed by this Capital Project Plan will: 
 
• Renovate, restore and update academic facilities to meet the needs of current instructional 

practices (on the preceding table, see Projects 1, 2, 3, 5, 9) 

• Enhance facilities with the installation of 21st century technology and support infrastructure (on 
the preceding table, see Projects 3, 4, 9, 10) 

• Upgrade campus infrastructure to meet academic and research needs (on the preceding table, see 
Projects 3, 4, 8, 9, 10) 

• Increase the energy efficiency of the campus consistent with its goal of carbon neutrality under 
the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) (on the 
preceding table, see Projects 4, 6, 7, 11, 12,13) 

• Complete projects that will improve the quality of life on campus for students, faculty and staff , 
assisting with recruitment, retention, and excellence (on the preceding table, see Projects 1, 2, 3, 
5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13). 

1.3 Alternatives 

A range of reasonable alternatives to the proposed components of the Capital Project Plan were 
evaluated and are presented in Section 2 of the Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement 
(DGEIS) that was made available for public review on December 9, 2009. These alternatives are 
considered reasonable in the context of the objectives and capabilities of the University at Albany. 
Consideration also was given to the environmental effects, reliability and cost effectiveness of these 
alternatives. In some instances, a final decision as to possible alternatives may not yet have been 
made since the specific project may as yet only be conceptual, or final scope may be predicated on 
another project that is planned and precedes it in its implementation.  
 
Selection of project locations involves a complex interaction of factors including functionality (for 
example, developing surge space in proximity to related campus uses or the need to maintain parking 
adjacent to athletic facilities, or expansion of existing buildings); accessibility of on-campus parking; 
interactions between other projects in this Capital Project Plan (such as the use of parking spaces for a 
building necessitating the need for a parking replacement project), and the general space limitations 
of the Uptown Campus. Additionally, as noted in the DGEIS (see page 44), UAlbany’s Uptown 
campus has a unique and formal site and architectural design which requires great care when 
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designing building heights and styles. Any construction must respect the unique architectural integrity 
of the Podium, whereby the closer to the Podium, the more restrictive is the allowed construction. 
These principles were articulated in the 1998 Campus Master Plan (Hillier Group 1998) which 
created “massing zones” restricting heights of buildings to 3 stories if within 1,200 feet of the 
Podium. Outside the 1,200 feet zone, there is no height limit for proposed development. Therefore, 
some potential locations for projects near the Podium would be constrained by these height limits, the 
concomitant lack of space given those limits, and the intent of UAlbany to reserve space near the 
Podium for academic uses. 
 
The range of alternatives evaluated includes the “no action” alternative, as well as alternatives that 
address the following issues: 
 
• sites 
• sizes 
• methodologies (design, construction methods and materials). 
 
Availability of funding may impact the viability or delay the planning process or construction for a 
given project, or modify the order of priority and sequencing for some of the projects. Additionally, 
pedestrian safety, the need for pedestrians to cross the campus loop road for routine purposes, and the 
differing amounts of traffic on certain portions of University Drive have been considerations in the 
selection of locations of some of the projects in this Capital Project Plan. 

1.4. Document Purpose 

Pursuant to New York State Environmental Conservation Law Article 8 (State Environmental Quality 
Review Act or SEQRA); and Part 617 of Chapter 6 of the New York Codes, Rules and Regulations (6 
NYCRR Part 617), an environmental review must be completed for projects that could result in a 
significant adverse environmental impact so that these impacts can be identified and mitigated.  

In 6 NYCRR Part 617.10 (a), the SEQR regulations state that “Generic EISs may be broader, and 
more general than site or project-specific EISs and should discuss the logic and rationale for the 
choices advanced. They may also include an assessment of specific impacts if such details are 
available. They may be based on conceptual information in some cases.” The elements of the Capital 
Project Plan are in various stages of planning, with details for some projects considerably less mature 
than others. Locations and project parameters may not as yet have been selected and/or may be 
incomplete. These are among the factors that make a DGEIS appropriate in this instance in that it 
constitutes: 
 
• “ …a number of separate actions in a given geographic area which, if considered singly, may 

have minor impacts, but if considered together may have significant impacts…” (6 NYCRR Part 
617(a)(1), and 

• “ …an entire program or plan having wide application…” (6 NYCRR Part 617(a)(4)).” 
 
Components of the SEQR process are summarized below as they have applied to this project. 
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Coordinated Review. Coordinated review is the process by which involved agencies1

Lead Agency coordination. It is the responsibility of the agency undertaking the action to initiate the 
SEQR process. On September 4, 2008, the University at Albany, SUNY initiated the process by 
coordinating with other involved agencies (see below) to seek Lead Agency status and provide for a 
coordinated SEQR review of the project. Based on concurrence expressed in a written response from 
two involved agencies, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) 
and the Dormitory Authority State of New York (DASNY) (see Appendix A), University at Albany, 
SUNY declared itself Lead Agency. Note that the Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission suggested 
in a letter (also in Appendix A) that it might be appropriate that the NYSDEC assume Lead Agency 
responsibilities; however, the NYSDEC had declined to do so. The mailing list for the Lead Agency 
designation letter also can be found in Appendix A. 

 cooperate in 
one integrated environmental review. Coordinated review has two major elements: establishing a lead 
agency (among involved agencies) and identifying the interests and concerns of involved agencies so 
that they may be considered by the lead agency in the determination of significance and scoping the 
content of the DGEIS. 
 

As partial fulfillment of its obligation to inform the public pursuant to SEQR, the University at 
Albany, SUNY established a web site and three hard copy repositories for the project and project 
documentation. The web site is located at: http://www.albany.edu/facilities/dgeis/. The hard copy 
repositories are located at: Service Building ‘A’, Office of Facilities Management Reception Area, 
Room 212, located on UAlbany’s Uptown Campus, and at Hawley Hall, Dewey Graduate Library 
Circulation Desk, located at 135 Western Avenue on UAlbany’s Downtown Campus and the 
Guilderland Public Library. 
 
Notice of Determination of Significance/Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement and Scoping. A determination of significance is the critical step in the SEQRA process in 
which the Lead Agency decides whether an environmental impact statement must be prepared for an 
action. The two key characteristics in determining significance are “magnitude” (i.e., severity) and 
“importance” (i.e., in relation to its setting) of impacts.  

Scoping is a process that identifies potential environmental impacts of an action or actions which 
should be addressed in a DGEIS. The purpose of scoping is to narrow issues to be addressed in the 
DGEIS to facilitate the preparation of a concise, accurate and complete DGEIS that is adequate for 
public review. The scoping process is intended to: 

• create consensus among involved agencies 
• provide additional opportunities for public participation by seeking input from the public 

regarding the content of the DGEIS 
• minimize the inclusion and review of unnecessary issues. 

 
On February 12, 2009, the University at Albany, SUNY, as Lead Agency, issued a “Notice of 
Determination of Significance (“Positive Declaration) indicating its intent to prepare a Generic 
Environmental Impact Statement to assess potential significant environmental impacts from the 
project. This notice also included an announcement of the Lead Agency’s intent to hold an optional 
Scoping Meeting. The notice also included a description of the proposed project as of that date and a 
draft outline of the DGEIS; a copy of the announcement, and of the mailing list to which it was 
forwarded, is included in Appendix B. 
                                                      
1 “Involved Agency” means an agency that has jurisdiction by law to fund, approve or directly undertake an 
action. 

http://www.albany.edu/facilities/dgeis/�
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The scoping meeting, optional under SEQR, was held for the project on March 10, 2009. The scoping 
meeting was announced in a legal notice both online and in print in the Albany Times-Union, on the 
Times-Union

• UAlbany staff were invited to the November 13, 2008 meeting of the McKownville Improvement 
Association. The University, and its SEQRA consultant, outlined the projects included in the 
Capital Project Plan and discussed the SEQRA process for this proposed action. Approximately 
20 people attended. A question and answer session followed the presentation. 

 events calendar (both online and in print) (a copy accompanies in Appendix C), and on 
the UAlbany web site. Additionally, the McKownville Improvement Association circulated the 
announcement in emails to its members. Approximately 22 people attended the scoping meeting and 
four people made verbal comments. A court stenographer took a documentary record of the meeting 
and a transcript was produced; copies are available on line at the University’s web site for the project 
and at the two hard copy repositories. Following the formal scoping meeting, an informal question 
and answer session was held. Copies of the transcript of the meeting, comments presented at the 
scoping meeting and in writing until March 31, 2009, and a responsiveness summary are available at 
the project web site and the two repositories. 
 
Public Information Meetings. The University held or participated in several public forums relating to 
the project and the SEQR process: 

• On March 3, 2009, a “Town Meeting” was held at the University at Albany for university 
students, faculty and staff, to present an outline of the projects included in the Capital Project 
Plan, and of the SEQRA process for this proposed action. Approximately 60 people attended. A 
questions and answer session followed the presentation. This meeting was announced via email to 
the campus, on the UAlbany web site (see Appendix D), as well as in the Albany Times-Union

• On September 17, 2009, a public meeting was held at UAlbany with residents of the Tudor Road 
neighborhood, other community residents, and interested parties to discuss the proposed Student 
Housing Project (Project No. 1). The public was presented with a concept outline of the project 
proposal, and was encouraged to make comments at that time. This meeting was announced on 
the UAlbany web site, as well as in the Albany 

 
events calendar online and in print. 

Times-Union

• On October 29, 2009, a second public meeting was held at UAlbany with residents of the Tudor 
Road neighborhood, other community residents, and interested parties to discuss the proposed 
Student Housing Project (Project No. 1). The public was presented with more developed 
preliminary site plans and project concepts, and was encouraged to make comments at that time. 
This meeting was announced on the UAlbany web site, as well as in the Albany 

 events calendar online and in print. 
University staff also visited the neighborhood and handed-out notices. Approximately 70 people 
attended. 

Times-Union

 

 
events calendar online and in print. In addition, the University mailed a meeting notice to every 
residence that signed-in at the September 27, 2009 meeting. Approximately 50 people attended. 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement. On behalf of the University at Albany, SUNY, O’Brien & 
Gere prepared a DGEIS to evaluate potential environmental and socioeconomic impacts associated 
with the Capital Project Plan. The DGEIS was accepted by the University at Albany, SUNY as 
complete on December 9, 2009 and made available for public review and comment through January 
22, 2010. A public hearing to receive oral comments on the DGEIS was commenced at University at 
Albany, SUNY on January 14, 2010. A copy of the Notice of Completion of the DGEIS/Notice of 
Hearing is appended to this document (Appendix E). Copies of the “Proof of Publication” in the 
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Albany Times-Union and the state’s Environmental Notice Bulletin (ENB) are also included in 
Appendix F. 
 
Final Environmental Impact Statement. Pursuant to the requirements of SEQRA, this document, in 
conjunction with the DGEIS (December 2009) (incorporated herein by reference), constitutes the 
Final GEIS (FGEIS). The FGEIS was accepted by the University at Albany, SUNY as complete on 
February 22, 2010. A copy of the Notice of Completion of the FGEIS is also appended to this 
document (Appendix G). This document contains copies of the oral and written comments on the 
DGEIS received by the Lead Agency during the public comment period. Written comments are 
included in Appendix H and a transcript of the hearing is included as Appendix I. The University at 
Albany, SUNY’s (Lead Agency’s) responses to substantive comments received during the public 
comment period are presented in Section 2 (Responsiveness Summary).  
 
Findings. The FGEIS will be used by the involved agencies (including the University at Albany, 
SUNY) to make written findings of fact regarding the environmental effects of the proposed action. 
In their respective findings, involved agencies weigh and balance the relevant environmental impacts 
along with social, economic, and other essential considerations to provide a rationale for making a 
final decision on the proposed action. “Findings” will be based on information presented in the 
FGEIS. Implementation of the action will not proceed until written findings are filed and applicable 
permits and approvals obtained. 
 
Public access. As noted, notices and other documentation relevant to this project, including those 
related to SEQR procedures and filings, have been published in the Albany Times Union

http://www.albany.edu/facilities/dgeis/

, as well as 
the NYSDEC’s Environmental Notice Bulletin (as appropriate). In addition, SEQR materials have 
and will be accessible on the internet at the following address: 

. Also, these materials have and will be available at hard copy 
repositories located at: Service Building ‘A’, Office of Facilities Management Reception Area, Room 
212, located on UAlbany’s Uptown Campus; at Hawley Hall, Dewey Graduate Library Circulation 
Desk, located at 135 Western Avenue on UAlbany’s Downtown Campus; and at the Guilderland 
Public Library. 

http://www.albany.edu/facilities/dgeis/�
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2. Responsiveness Summary 

2.1 Introduction 

This section presents: 
 
• new information that has been received or developed since the DGEIS was released on December 

9, 2009, and/or was utilized in the responses to comments received by the Lead Agency in 
response to the DGEIS,  

• the evaluation of this information, and  
• the substantive oral and written comments compiled by the University at Albany, SUNY as Lead 

Agency during the public/agency comment period for the DGEIS, as well as responses to those 
comments.  

 
Written comments (received by letter or email) received by the Lead Agency are contained in 
Appendix H, while a copy of the record of the public hearing (transcript) is contained in Appendix I. 

2.2 New Information 

2.2.1 Background 
In order to respond to several comments that were made on aspects of the DGEIS, new information 
was developed by the Lead Agency as part of its consideration of the proposed project, that is, the 
Capital Project Plan. New information in the context of this FGEIS is information that was not 
introduced in the DGEIS. It may be newly developed in the evolution of the planning of the elements 
of the Capital Project Plan, newly developed in response to comments received during the public 
hearing or during the written comment period for this SEQR action, or information previously 
available that has been used to respond to comments received during the public hearing or during the 
written comment period for this SEQR action. 
 
Specifically, this new information relates to the following topic areas: 
 
Sanitary Wastewater: 
 
1. An evaluation of specific options for sanitary wastewater transmission was prepared for the 

Student Housing Project. This evaluation is contained in Appendix J (“Request for Sanitary 
Sewer Connection to the City of Albany, SUNY Albany – New Dormitory,” February 2, 2010, 
prepared by C.T Male Associates, PC, Latham, NY). 

2. An evaluation of sanitary wastewater from the Athletics Improvements (“Engineering Report, 
Proposed Sanitary Extension, SUNY at Albany,” June 20, 2007), prepared by Clough Harbour & 
Associates, Albany, NY) (Appendix L). 

3. A memo from Hershberg & Hershberg, Albany, NY, consultant to the City of Albany, dated 
February 17, 2010, is provided, which recommends to the City that the sewer connection as 
proposed in the C.T. Male report (above) be conditionally approved (Appendix Q). 
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Traffic: 
 
1. Additional traffic information developed for the campus and nearby intersections and is provided 

in Appendix K (“Letter re: Traffic Analysis Results,” February 12, 2010, prepared by Delta 
Engineers, Endwell, NY) 

2. An email from the Commissioner of the Albany County Department of Public Works is provided 
which details the schedule for the construction of the Fuller Road Improvement Project 
(Appendix O). 

3. Revised traffic analysis was provided by Delta Engineers of the University’s intersections with 
Western Avenue (Appendix P). 
 

Noise: 
1. A background noise survey was performed for the Student Housing Project (“Technical 

Memorandum: Ambient Sound Survey, SUNY Albany,” February 12, 2010, prepared by O’Brien 
& Gere Engineers, Syracuse, NY) (Appendix M). 

 
Site Selection for the Student Housing Project: 
1. A letter from Peter Wohl, President, Harriman Research and Technology Development 

Corporation, dated January 12, 2010 is provided. The letter rejects the use of 11 acres of the 
Harriman Campus to fully locate the Student Housing Project. 

 
The following sections of this FGEIS describe the new information listed above and provide 
additional analysis in each of these areas. 

2.2.2 Sanitary Wastewater 
C.T. Male Associates (Latham, NY) prepared an analysis of the options available to UAlbany for 
wastewater management for the Student Housing Project (Project No. 1 in the Capital Project Plan, 
further detailing what was previously described in the DGEIS. Its report “Request for Sanitary Sewer 
Connection to the City of Albany System, SUNY Albany – New Dormitory” dated February 2, 2010 
and submitted to the City of Albany is appendicized to this FGEIS (Appendix J). 
 
In Section 3.3.1 of the DGEIS, it was noted that: 
 

 “The City of Albany is under consent order with the NYSDEC for certain sections of 
its system that are tributary to the South Wastewater Treatment Plant (Order on 
Consent DEC Case No. R4-2008-0912-137, February 12, 2009). The Consent Order 
was placed on the City as a result of combined sewer overflow (sanitary and storm 
water contributions) occurrences that create backflows into homes and from 
manholes onto ground surfaces. The Consent Order establishes a schedule for the 
City to continue to install backwater valves in affected homes and to locate and 
reduce specific infiltration and inflow sources. Infiltration occurs when ground water 
seeps into the sanitary sewer system through cracks or leaks in sewer pipes, and 
inflow occurs when rainwater is misdirected into the sanitary sewer system instead of 
storm sewers (ehttp://www.cityoflakeport.com/img/photos/i-and-i-lg.jpgxamples are: 
roof leaders, yard and area drains, manhole covers, and cross connections from storm 
drains).” 

http://www.cityoflakeport.com/img/photos/i-and-i-lg.jpg�
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In its report, C.T. Male further clarified the status of this consent order, based on discussions with the 
City of Albany Water Department. The report notes that the portion of the City of Albany system 
served by the Beaver Creek trunk sewer is the subject of the consent order with the NYSDEC, 
restricting additional flows to the portion of the City’s sewer system tributary to this trunk sewer. As 
a result, the University has eliminated from consideration options that might result in a connection to 
this portion of the City’s sewer system.  
 
In summary, C.T. Male evaluated four options for the discharge of sanitary wastewater from the 
Student Housing Project: 
 
Option A – connect to the City of Albany system via the Woodville Pump Station. 
Option B – connect to the City of Albany system via the Beaver Creek trunk sewer. 
Option C – connect to the Town of Guilderland system. 
Option D – connect to the northern portion of the City of Albany system. 
 
As noted above, the portion of the City of Albany system served by the Beaver Creek trunk sewer is 
the subject of a consent order with the NYSDEC restricting additional flows; this was confirmed with 
flow monitoring conducted as part of this study. For this reason Option B was eliminated from 
consideration. 
 
With respect to Option C, the report states that the Town of Guilderland indicated to C.T. Male that 
its system had the capacity to accept the sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project, 
subject to a connection mitigation fee. A pump station might be required to assist in the transmission 
of the flow. The conclusion is that this is a viable option for the project. 
 
Option D has been indicated by the City of Albany to C.T. Male as a viable option as this portion of 
the City’s system does not have CSO issues, and has adequate hydraulic capacity. However, this 
option has significant cost implications for the University as compared to Options A and C. 
 
Option A was recommended by the consultant. Option A does not include or impact the areas of the 
City that have been subject to the issues covered in the Consent Order with the NYSDEC.  
 
Flow capacity was confirmed by actual flow measurements collected in the 15-inch sanitary line on 
Western Avenue in December 2009, a review of daily flow logs from the Woodville Pump Station, 
and discussions with City personnel. The flow monitoring in the sewer indicated a dry weather peak 
flow of 246 gallons per minute (gpm), a one-inch storm flow of 576 gpm, and a full flow capacity in 
this area of 3,700 gpm. The conclusion of the consultant in its report is that “the receiving sewer line 
appears to have ample capacity to accommodate the additional flows” pending concurrence by the 
City of Albany. At the Woodville Pump Station, the pumps have been estimated to have a maximum 
total pumping capacity of 2,000 gpm, or 2.9 million gallons per day (MGD). During a 1-inch rainfall 
on December 27, 2009, the average dry weather flow at the pump station of 0.6 MGD increased to 1.2 
MGD. The incremental average daily design flow from the Student Housing Project is 0.049 MGD. 
The consultant concluded in its report that “the addition of the flows from the proposed dormitory 
should not have a substantive impact on the operation of the pump station.” 
 
As indicated in the report, the City has suggested that it may require the University to install a 
wastewater grinder pump or take other, similar mitigative measures as part of the approval process for 
the University’s sanitary flow. Otherwise, this option appears to be implementable and approvable. In 
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a memo dated February 17, 2010, the City’s consultant, Hershberg & Hershberg, having reviewed the 
C.T. Male report recommended to the City that the sewer connection to the Woodville Pump Station 
be approved (see Appendix Q of this FGEIS), subject to sewer system mitigation that would offset 
any flows to the Woodville Pumping Station. The University will continue to work with the City 
during the permitting process to develop and implement the mitigation plan. 
 
As part of the planning process for Project No. 5 (Implement Various Athletics Improvements), 
Clough Harbour performed an analysis of sanitary wastewater generation and sewer capacity for 
proposed improvements to the athletic facilities on the Uptown Campus. The consultant estimated a 
peak hourly wastewater flow of 111 gpm or about 158,400 gallons per day (gpd) (this estimate of 
wastewater generation was based on a project size at that time that included a potential 20,000 seat 
stadium, considerably larger than the present stadium, and anticipated wastewater generation). This is 
compared to the average wastewater flow from the PE building of 9,553 gpd noted in the Clough 
Harbour report; the DGEIS contains a total average wastewater generation of 50,000 gpd, with the 
difference being “based on water use by a capacity crowd of 10,000 spectators for a major event” 
(DGEIS, page 89). The consultant also confirmed that the 8 inch sanitary sewer that would be the 
interconnection point to the Town had adequate capacity for this connection and service. While this 
report indicates that this connection appears to be feasible, implementation would be subject to 
confirmation that downstream capacity in the Town of Guilderland sewer system still exists, and 
would result in a mitigation (usage) fee from the Town. Town officials have confirmed the 
availability of capacity in the Town’s system to accept this wastewater. 
 
The sanitary wastewater information above demonstrates that options exist within the City of Albany 
and Town of Guilderland systems to address the needs of the new construction projects in the Capital 
Project Plan. The cumulative wastewater estimate of projects in the Capital Project Plan, is provided 
in Table 3.1-1 below (which assumes a maximum capacity stadium event). The Clough Harbour 
report has verified that there is significant capacity available in the Town of Guilderland system, and 
the City of Albany has indicated to the University that the northern, or Patroon Creek, interceptor has 
capacity as well. As described elsewhere in the DGEIS and in this FGEIS, the University will work 
with both municipalities, as projects are advanced through the design process, to arrive at sanitary 
wastewater options that are feasible, agreeable to the appropriate parties, and approved by the 
municipalities through their respective permitting processes. 

2.2.3 Traffic 
Delta Engineers, the traffic consultant to the University, provided a letter to the University to clarify 
issues raised by data reported in the DGEIS from Delta’s draft traffic and pedestrian study of the 
Uptown Campus. In Section 3.10 of the DGEIS (Transportation), conclusions of the draft study2

• The intersection of the Perimeter Road with the entry to the University Administration Building, 
at the southeast corner of campus: LOS is A or B in all directions both at present and following 
the construction of the Student Housing Project, which would be located just to the north of this 
on-campus intersection. 

  to 
that point in time were noted as: 
 

• Washington Avenue/Collins Circle Drive intersection: acceptable or better in all directions at 
present and after “Anticipated Design.” 

                                                      
2 (Delta Engineers and Trowbridge & Wolfe (Delta). July 28, 2009. Presentation for University at Albany 
Pedestrian & Traffic Improvement Study. Binghamton, NY) 
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• Washington Avenue/I-90 Exit 2 intersection: in most directions, LOS at this intersection is poor 
or failing. 

• Fuller Road/Tricentennial Drive intersection: acceptable or better in all directions but one exiting 
the campus under “Anticipated Design” conditions. Albany County DPW has proposed to install 
a roundabout at this location as part of the Fuller Road improvements to improve traffic flow at 
this intersection (see “Roadway Projects” following). 

• Fuller Road/Alumni Drive intersection: acceptable or better in all directions but one exiting the 
campus under “Anticipated Design” conditions. Due to the relatively low volume of traffic using 
this entrance, it may become a BRT-only route with a pre-emptive signal for the BRT. 

• Fuller Road/Great Dane Drive intersection: LOS is poor or worse (F) for westbound traffic 
leaving campus from Great Dane Drive, excellent (A) in other directions. No improvements were 
suggested here because of the relatively low volume of traffic using this intersection. 

• Western Avenue/Entrance Road South intersection – LOS is good (C) or better in all directions 
under “Anticipated Design” conditions, the same as under existing conditions. Since this 
evaluation included the proposed Student Housing Project, this result reflects no adverse impact 
to traffic at this intersection associated with this project. 

 
In Appendix F of the DGEIS a table was presented indicating intersection LOS ratings based on 
Delta’s assumptions with respect to its modeling and analysis. It noted that certain traffic movements 
at intersections 3 and 4 would result in a decrease in LOS; Delta’s draft report, not included in the 
DGEIS, from which the summary table was extracted, emphasized that the LOS “may

In response to a question at the public hearing, the University asked Delta to re-evaluate traffic related 
to the Student Housing Project and the University intersections. Delta’s traffic generation 
characteristics for the new Student Housing Project were amended and instead based on actual peak 
hour traffic counts at Empire Commons, an established on-campus student housing facility on the 
Uptown Campus with similar programmatic parameters for graduate students and students in their 
junior and senior years of study.  
 

 become failing 
due to the addition of the new student housing complex.”  
 

Vehicular activity counts at Empire Commons led Delta to significantly reduce the anticipated 
vehicular trips by 49% from the their previous assumptions for the new Student Housing Project 
during peak hours from that reported in the DGEIS. Delta concluded that when this modification was 
made to model inputs, the result was no degradation of LOS to intersections with Western Avenue. 
Delta also acknowledged that this modified assumption would result in “either no net change or a net 
increase in traffic volumes at the entrances on Washington Avenue and Fuller Road.” Delta’s letter on 
this subject is contained in Appendix K of this FGEIS. 
 
In addition to the Delta report, new information related to traffic includes an update regarding the 
Albany County Fuller Road Improvement Project. The County confirmed to the University on 
February 16, 2009 that the project was under contract and scheduled to proceed. Michael Franchini, 
Commissioner, Albany County Department of Public Works, indicated that (see Appendix O of this 
FGEIS): (1) on October 13, 2009 Albany County awarded the construction contract for the Fuller 
Road Improvement Project to Rifenburg Construction of Troy, NY; (2) On December 7, 2009, 
Rifenburg Construction was issued a notice to proceed with construction by Albany County; and (3) 
the construction schedule indicates a completion date for the southern section of this project from 
Western Avenue to Washington Avenue during the 2010 construction season, which usually ends in 
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November 2010; the construction of the southern section includes the roundabout at the Fuller 
Road/Tricentennial Drive intersection. In addition, the University has been informed by the County 
that, based on modeling performed for this project, the design LOS (following completion of the 
project) at the Fuller Road/Tricentennial Drive intersection will be “A” in all directions. 
 
Additionally, the University has recently (February 18, 2010) confirmed with the Deputy 
Commissioner of the New York State Office of General Services (NYSOGS) that parking lots on the 
Harriman Campus could be made available for surge space parking (with University shuttles) for any 
large events that may be programmed at the University, including events associated with Project No. 
5, Implement Various Athletic Improvements. 

2.2.4 Baseline Noise, Student Housing Project Site 
An ambient sound survey for the proposed Student Housing Project was conducted on February 4 to 
6, 2010; this survey is contained in a Technical Memorandum accompanying this FGEIS in Appendix 
M. This constitutes new information not previously available or contained in the DGEIS.The purpose 
of the survey was to determine existing sound levels and noise sources in the vicinity of the Student 
Housing Project site and in the direction of the nearest noise-sensitive receptor areas. Noise sensitive 
receptors are locations such as residences, places of worship, hospitals and recreation areas that may 
be most affected by increases in noise. 
 
Two sound survey locations, ML-S, and ML-E were selected to characterize the existing sound levels 
near the property lines of the two adjacent receptor areas. ML-S is located approximately 100 feet 
from the south corner of the Student Housing Project site. ML-E is located along the project site’s 
southwest boundary approximately 400 feet south of the Harriman Campus Ring Road. See the map 
attached to the report in Appendix M for the specific sampling locations. 
 
At each sound survey location, sound levels were measured for four 30-minute sampling periods – 
one each under the following four conditions: weekday day, weekday night, weekend day, and 
weekend night. During each sample period, sound levels were measured at a height of approximately 
five feet above grade using a Type I sound integrating level analyzer with a 1/3-octave band filter. 
Sound levels were measured at a rate of 32 samples per second and were automatically stored as time-
averaged data into analyzer memory. During each measurement period, field notes were made 
documenting weather conditions, intrusive noise sources, and traffic, as applicable. All measurements 
were conducted when surface winds at the monitoring site were calm to very light (≤5 mph) and there 
was no precipitation. 
 
Results of the sound measurements are presented in the Technical Memorandum, accompanying in 
Appendix M. Overall, background continuous sound levels at the test sites averaged 42 dBA at night 
and 45 dBA during the day, while energy-average sound levels were 47 dBA at night and 48 during 
the day. Review of the data indicates that both background continuous sound levels and average 
sound levels were typically 2 to 3 dBA higher at ML-S than ML-E due primarily to higher vehicle 
sound levels from Western Avenue.  
 
The Day/Night Sound Level (Ldn) is a noise level descriptor that measures of the site’s average noise 
exposure over a 24-hour period. It is expressed as A-weighted decibels (dBA) and calculated by 
averaging the daytime and nighttime Leq after applying a +10 dBA correction factor to the nighttime 
Leq (10 PM to 7 AM) to account for the increased impact of nighttime noise. The Ldn is useful in 
comparing overall sound levels among different sites, and also in classifying a site within a certain 
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community “type.” The Ldn for each sound survey site and corresponding receptor area is summarized 
below. 
 

Survey 
Location 

Noise-sensitive 
Receptor Area 

Average Daytime 
Leq (Ld in dBA) 

Average Nighttime 
Leq (Ln in dBA) 

Day-Night Sound Level 
(Ldn in dBA) 

ML-S R-S 49 48 55 
2 ML-E R-E 47 46 53 

 
Based on the Ldn for each survey location, ML-S and ML-E, are most similar to a typical “normal 
suburban residential” area, though ML-E could also be considered close to a typical “quiet suburban 
residential” area. 
 
These data serve as a baseline and benchmark for the pre-construction noise at the Student Housing 
Project site with respect to nearby residential receptors.  
 
Additionally, an acoustics scientist evaluated the potential sound levels generated by the Student 
Housing Project at the property line between the University and the Tudor Road residences. Average 
baseline sound levels based on field measurements were 48 dBA at the southern portion of the 
property line and 46 dBA further north along the property line (see the map in Appendix M of this 
FGEIS). For this evaluation, traffic on the relocated perimeter road was considered to be a worst case 
situation, that is, the same traffic volume as at the peak hour of the day, even late at night. The 
NYSDEC Program Policy DEP-00-1 on assessing community noise impacts ("Assessing and 
Mitigating Noise Impacts") was used as guidance for this evaluation, as well as Hoover and Keith 
(1981) (cited in Appendix M of this FGEIS). The result is that at both locations the sound levels 
would increase by about 2 dBA, to 50 dBA and 48 dBA, respectively; note that the NYSDEC policy 
indicates that increases in sound level of less than 5 dBA are typically unnoticed to tolerable. For 
comparison with the baseline noise levels as well as the evaluation results, the Town of Guilderland 
nighttime noise limit is 50 dBA. 

2.2.5 Site Selection for the Student Housing Project 
The DGEIS included discussion and possibility that the Student Housing Project (Project No.1) could 
be perhaps moved to an alternate location, to fully locate the new facility on 11 acres on the Harriman 
Campus.  The University pursued this option with the Harriman Research and Technology 
Development Corporation (HRTDC), on whose Board of Directors the UAlbany President sits.  On 
January 12, 2010, a letter was sent to the University by Peter Wohl, President of HRTDC, which is 
charged with the development of the Harriman Campus. The letter indicated that the HRDTC would 
conceptually support the utilization of 3.3 acres for the project (as described and noted in figure 1.3-2 
of the DGEIS) but did not indicate support for the larger 11 acre parcel. The letter notes that this 3.3 
acre proposal “presents a less significant impact on the mission of the Harriman redevelopment 
project” (see Appendix N for a copy of the letter). 

2.3 Comments and Responses 

Appendix S titled “DGEIS Public Hearing Verbal comments and Written Comments with Lead 
Agency Responses provides detailed comments received on the DGEIS, and responses to these 
comments. With regard to the format of the table, comments from Steve Sokal were read into the 
record at the public hearing, and the preparation of responses to his comments utilized the written 
version of his comments that were submitted to the court stenographer at that time. Other verbal 
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comments at the public hearing were summarized or paraphrased (see Appendix I for the Public 
Hearing transcript). Responses to written comments are extracted from the written documents. 
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3.0 SEQR Thresholds for Further Evaluation 

3.1 Summary 

In accordance with SEQR (6 NYCRR Part 617.10(c)): 
 

“Generic EISs and their findings should set forth specific conditions or criteria under 
which future actions will be undertaken or approved, including requirements for any 
subsequent SEQR compliance. This may include thresholds and criteria for 
supplemental EISs to reflect specific significant impacts, such as site specific 
impacts, that were not adequately addressed or analyzed in the generic EIS.” 

 
There are three components of this FGEIS that collectively constitute thresholds above which 
supplemental environmental review may be necessary. Exceeding these thresholds may require that 
the Lead Agency perform a supplemental environmental review. The supplemental environmental 
review will be documented using a SEQR environmental assessment form (EAF) or other appropriate 
mechanism, and include other SEQR processes, such as public notification and/or issuance of a 
negative declaration, as may be appropriate to the situation and the issue. The supplemental review 
may include the preparation of a supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS). 
 
These three components of the FGEIS that define the threshold limits of this generic SEQR process 
consist of: 
 
(1) Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, below, titled “Baseline Project Parameters,” which was included in the 

DGEIS as Table 1.4-1. This table contains a range of project characteristics for the proposed 
building construction elements of the Capital Project Plan. 

 
Table 3.1-1. Baseline Project Parameters. 

 
 
 
 

Project 

Footprint/ 
New 

Impermeable 
Surfaces 

Bldg. 
Height 

Number of 
Occupants 
(occupants 
not new to 
campus) 

Heating/ 
Chilling/ 
Power 

Potable 
Water Needs 

Wastewater 
Generation 

Other 
Items 

1 Student 
Housing 
Project 

281,000 sf Approx.55 
ft 

Approx.  
500 beds 

Cooling: 400 
tons  

Heating: 6.6 
million Btu/hr 

65 gal/ pers/  
day =  

32,500 gpd 
(residents) 

32,500 gpd 350 parking 
spaces 

2 Campus 
Center 
Master Plan 

25,000 sf 55 ft 7,000 – 
10,000 

Cooling: 125 
tons 

Heating: 
2.5 million 

Btu/hr 
Power: 100kW 

15,000 gpd 15,000 gpd  

3 Construct 
New 
Business 
School 
Building 

46,700 sf roof: 
 35 ft 
6 in 

skylight 10 
ft 

1,951 Cooling: 
325 tons 

Heating:3.75 
million Btu/hr 

Power: 
748-958 kVA 

16 gal/ 
pers/day = 
31,200 gpd 

15 gal/ 
pers/day = 
29,300 gpd 
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Table 3.1-1. Baseline Project Parameters. 
 
 
 
 

Project 

Footprint/ 
New 

Impermeable 
Surfaces 

Bldg. 
Height 

Number of 
Occupants 
(occupants 
not new to 
campus) 

Heating/ 
Chilling/ 
Power 

Potable 
Water Needs 

Wastewater 
Generation 

Other 
Items 

4 Relocate 
Data Center 

11,000 sf Match 
existing 
building 

height +/- 
6 ft 

40 Cooling: 400 
tons 

Heating: 
560,000 Btu/hr 

Power: 
2500 kVA 
capacity 

444 gpd for 
staff; 25,000 
gpd cooling 
makeup = 

25,444 gpd 

1500 gpd 
sanitary; 

9,000 gpd 
cooling tower 
blowdown = 
10,500 gpd 

 

5 Multi-Use 
Athletic 
Facility 

93,000 sf 89 ft 
(same as 

at present) 

10,000  50,000 gpd 50,000 gpd  

8 State Quad 
Parking Lot 
Expansion 

50,000 sf Not 
applicable 

Not 
applicable 

Not applicable Not applicable Not 
applicable 

250 new 
parking 
spaces 

9 Multi-
Discipline 
Science 
Surge 
Building 

100,000 sf 20 ft 1800 Cooling: 725 
tons 

Heating: 10 
million Btu/hr 

Power: 
648 kVA 
capacity 

36,000 gpd 36,000 gpd  

10 Service 
Building 
Renovations 

24,325 sf 14 ft 
(addition) 

122  
(total) 

Cooling: 32.5 
tons 

Heating: 
540,000 Btu/hr 

375 gpd 375 gpd 22 new 
parking 
spaces 

Totals 
 

631,025 sf N/A N/A Cooling: 2007.5 
tons 

Heating: 
23.95 million 

Btu/hr 

190,519 gpd 173,675 372 new 
parking 
spaces 

 
(2) Table 3.1-2 of this FGEIS titled “Potential Drainage Impacts for Building Construction Projects” 

which was included in the DGEIS as Table 3.4-1. It contains estimates of storm water runoff 
volumes that would be generated under different intensity storms due to new impervious surfaces 
associated with the proposed building construction elements of the Capital Project Plan. 

 
Table 3.1-2. Potential Drainage Impacts for Building Construction Projects 

Project 
Existing 

CN 
Proposed 

CN 

Existing Runoff 
(in) for 1, 10 and 

100-yr storms 

Proposed Runoff 
(in) for 1, 10 and 

100-yr storms 

Increased Runoff Volume 
(cfd/gpd) for 1, 10, and 

100-yr storms  
Student Housing 
Project (6.76ac of 
new impervious 
surface) 

39 
(open 
space, 
lawn) 

98 
(impervious 

surface) 

1-yr = 0.04 
10-yr = 0.11 
100-yr = 0.77 

1-yr = 2.17 
10-yr = 4.26 
100-yr = 6.76 

1-yr = 52,267/390,984 
10-yr = 101,836/761,786 
100-yr = 146,987/1,099,539 

Construct New 
Business School 
Building (1.1 ac of 
new impervious 
surface) 

39 
(open 
space, 
lawn) 

98 
(impervious 

surface) 

1-yr = 0.04 
10-yr = 0.11 
100-yr = 0.77 

1-yr = 2.17 
10-yr = 4.26 
100-yr = 6.76 

1-yr = 8,505/63,621 
10-yr = 16,571/123,960 
100-yr = 23,918/178,919 



 FGEIS, University at Albany, SUNY – Capital Project Plan 

  Status: Preliminary - February 19, 2010 
 I:\Nys-Ogs.2069\42606.SUNY ALbany\Docs\FGEIS\UAlbany FGEIS Text_2-18-2010.doc  

18 

Table 3.1-2. Potential Drainage Impacts for Building Construction Projects 

Project 
Existing 

CN 
Proposed 

CN 

Existing Runoff 
(in) for 1, 10 and 

100-yr storms 

Proposed Runoff 
(in) for 1, 10 and 

100-yr storms 

Increased Runoff Volume 
(cfd/gpd) for 1, 10, and 

100-yr storms  
Campus Center 
Master Plan 
(addition only) 
(0.57ac of new 
impervious surface) 

39 
(open 
space, 
lawn) 

98 
(impervious 

surface) 

1-yr = 0.04 
10-yr = 0.11 
100-yr = 0.77 

1-yr = 2.17 
10-yr = 4.26 
100-yr = 6.76 

1-yr = 4,407/33,198 
10-yr = 8,587/64,235 
100-yr = 12,393/92,706 

State Quad Parking 
Lot Expansion (2.3 
ac of new 
impervious surface) 

39 
(open 
space, 
lawn) 

98 
(impervious 

surface) 

1-yr = 0.04 
10-yr = 0.11 
100-yr = 0.77 

1-yr = 2.17 
10-yr = 4.26 
100-yr = 6.76 

1-yr = 17,783/133,026 
10-yr = 34,648/259,185 
100-yr = 50,010/374,100 

Multi-Use Athletic 
Center (2.1 ac of 
new impervious 
surface) 

39 
(open 
space, 
lawn) 

98 
(impervious 

surface) 

1-yr = 0.04 
10-yr = 0.11 
100-yr = 0.77 

1-yr = 2.17 
10-yr = 4.26 
100-yr = 6.76 

1-yr = 16,237/121,461 
10-yr = 31,635/236,646 
100-yr = 45,662/341,576 

Multi-Discipline 
Science Surge 
Building (2.3 ac of 
new impervious 
surface) 

39 
(open 
space, 
lawn) 

98 
(impervious 

surface) 

1-yr = 0.04 
10-yr = 0.11 
100-yr = 0.77 

1-yr = 2.17 
10-yr = 4.26 
100-yr = 6.76 

1-yr = 17,783/133,026 
10-yr = 34,678/259,185 
100-yr = 50,010/374,100 

Service Building 
Renovation (24,000 
sf of new 
impervious surface) 

39 (open 
space, 
lawn) 

98 
(impervious 

surface) 

1-yr = 0.04 
10-yr = 0.11 
100-yr = 0.77 

1-yr = 2.17 
10-yr = 4.26 
100-yr = 6.76 

1-yr = 4,260/31,867 
10-yr = 8,300/62,088 
100-yr = 11,980/89,616 

Key: CN = curve number 
cfd = cubic feet/day 
gpd = gallons/day 

Assumptions: 
a. Above calculations based on the following storm data for Albany County: 

Storm Frequency 

b. Increased Runoff Volume was obtained by calculating the change in the amount of runoff under existing and 
proposed conditions for the additional impervious surfaces proposed. 

24-hr Rainfall Amount  
1-yr    2.4-inches 
10-yr   4.5-inches 
100-yr   7.0-inches 

c. Hydrologic Soil Group “A” was used to calculate the existing CN. The Site Utilities Study Final Report dated 
November 2008 as prepared by Woodard & Curran indicated 86% of the soils on the campus are HSG “A” 
soils. 

 
(3) Appendix T titled “Mitigation Recommendations and Potential Thresholds for Further 

Evaluation” provides recommendations for mitigation for the individual project elements of the 
Capital Project Plan, as well as cumulative impacts identified in the DGEIS. The following table 
is organized as follows: 
• Column 1 (Project Number) identifies the individual project elements of the Capital Project 

Plan by number, utilizing the same numbering system and order as in the DGEIS and 
elsewhere in this FGEIS. 

• Column 2 (Project) identifies the individual project elements of the Capital Project Plan using 
the same project title as in the DGEIS and elsewhere in this FGEIS. 

• Column 3 (Resource Impact Topic) identifies the environmental or socioeconomic resource 
evaluated, with resources sequenced in the same order as Section 3 of the DGEIS.  

• Column 4 (Impacts) identifies the potential impact(s) associated to this resource associated 
with the implementation of this project element. 
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• Column 5 (Mitigation/Recommendations) identifies recommended mitigation measures 
associated with the implementation of the project component. Recommendations are not 
considered mitigation to be implemented until they are authorized by permit and/or approval 
by the reviewing agency with authority to approve implementation. 

• Column 6 (SEQR Threshold for Further Evaluation) refers to situations or limitations under 
which a supplemental environmental review, and/or a supplemental environmental impact 
statement (SEIS) may be required. 

 
The thresholds and parameters noted in Tables 3.1-1 and 3.1-2, and Appendix T of this FGEIS, if 
materially exceeded, or if exceeded and resulting in significant adverse environmental impacts, will 
trigger a supplemental environmental review pursuant to SEQR.  

3.2 Key Issues for Future Evaluation 

The FGEIS (including the DGEIS incorporated by reference) identifies both short term construction-
related activities and long term operational activities associated with the project elements of the 
Capital Project Plan. Implementation of the these project elements, with the incorporation of the 
recommended mitigation measures noted herein, will avoid or minimize adverse environmental 
impacts to the maximum extent practicable. Compliance with relevant regulations, incorporation of 
design features, and the anticipated acquisition of permits and approvals from involved agencies also 
have been considered. 
 
As envisioned by SEQR, this generic environmental impact statement (GEIS) (consisting of the 
DGEIS and this FGEIS), is not expected to resolve all site-specific issues for the individual project 
elements of the Capital Project Plan. The GEIS process pursuant to SEQR in this instance has been 
effective in that it has identified two key issues that will require specific review and planning by the 
University, and approval by involved agencies, before several of the individual projects can be 
implemented; these issues are wastewater discharge and storm water management. With respect to 
these two issues, discussions between the University and both the City of Albany and Town of 
Guilderland have identified available capacity and reasonable options for the management of 
wastewater generated by several of the proposed projects. However, project-specific wastewater 
studies may be required by the municipalities before they will accept wastewater into any one of the 
several connection options into their sewer systems.  
 
Similarly, the DGEIS presents estimates of storm water that will be generated by the implementation 
of these projects and the resulting creation of increased impervious surfaces. As stated elsewhere in 
the DGEIS and the FGEIS, the projects in the Capital Project Plan are in various stages of design. 
Storm water management will be incorporated into individual project’s site and project designs and 
may utilize one or more of the following options: site retention (such as below ground basins or in-
pipe storage); existing above ground retention units (such as Indian Pond); new on-campus, above 
ground retention basins or; through discussions with the City of Albany or the Town of Guilderland, 
discharge to their storm systems. These options are considered reasonable; however, given the 
potential for issues with storm water capacities, they will be subject to site-specific storm water 
studies that may be required by the municipalities before they will accept storm water into their 
systems. Another common practice for storm water management is the use of offsets, that is, the 
design of on-site controls for storm water discharges at an existing site, allowing storm water 
discharges from a new project; this option also would be subject to the approval of the municipal 
authority. 
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3.3 Supplemental Review 

With respect to the need for a supplemental environmental review: 
 
• The University at Albany, SUNY will review and evaluate the plan and design for each project 

element of the Capital Project Plan as it is developed. This review and evaluation will include the 
use of a SEQR environmental assessment form (EAF) or equivalent documentation to determine 
and document if there is a significant change in the project from that described in the DGEIS and 
FGEIS for this SEQR process, or if a project change modification will result in a significant 
environmental impact from that described in the DGEIS and FGEIS for this SEQR process. If 
there are no significant changes or impacts pursuant to SEQR, the University will document and 
retain its evaluation and decision.  

• If the project plan and design differs significantly from the description or thresholds noted herein, 
summarized in Section 3.1 above, or if a project change modification will result in a significant 
environmental impact from that described in the DGEIS and FGEIS for this SEQR process, the 
University will evaluate the specific issues and scope for the supplemental environmental review. 
The level and need for additional SEQR compliance will be based on the results of such review. 
The review will be documented using an EAF or equivalent. 
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DGEIS Public Hearing Verbal Comments and Written Comments with Lead Agency Responses 

Note: Comments from Steve Sokal were read into the record at the public hearing; preparation of responses utilized his written version of the comments submitted at that time. Other verbal comments at the 
public hearing were summarized or paraphrased. Responses to written comments are as provided in writing. 

Steve Sokal – Written comments received and read into the record January 14, 2010 

Overview 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 1 The Capital Project Plan is expected to impact 15 acres with impervious surfaces 
as a result of new or expanded building footprints and site work according to the 
Executive Summary. This impact does not reflect the effects of fully developing the 
Student Housing site with a potential total of four buildings and 1000 beds. 

The DGEIS covers a 5 year horizon and, therefore, does not reflect any more than 500 beds. Any additional new construction 
thereafter would require a project specific EIS under a new SEQRA process. 

2 Page 2 Significant growth in enrollment or visitors or new persons is not envisioned as a 
result of the Capital Project Plan. (See 150 net new beds for the Student Housing 
described below.) The need to grow the capacity of the University's facilities can 
only be met by the construction of yet more Student Housing. 

Enrollment growth is not projected within the 5 year horizon of this GEIS. 

3 Page 2 The cumulative environmental impact of the Capital Project Plan is not significant 
given the mitigation measures that will be implemented by the University' in the 
judgment of UAlbany. Use of this phrase is the authorization to proceed with 
construction. (April 2010 in the instance of the Student Housing Project). We 
respectfully disagree, and say that the impact of the Capital Project Plan on 
neighboring lands is significant. 

Comment noted. 

4 Page 4 We are promised a supplemental environmental impact statement if the project 
'parameters' are modified significantly. In particular the DGEIS states "Locations 
and project parameters may not as yet have been selected and/or may be 
incomplete. This is described below, particularly for storm water issues, where the 
University has not determined how it will handle these impacts, and has not 
obtained agreements with either the City of Albany or the Town of Guilderland. 

Mitigation measures were detailed based on reasonable parameters for the projects and stated reasonable options for 
locations on campus as best anticipated, per the framework of the DGEIS process. In addition, with respect to sanitary 
wastewater from the Student Housing Project, C.T. Male Associates (Latham, NY) prepared an analysis of the options 
available to UAlbany further detailing what was previously described in the DGEIS. Its report “Request for Sanitary Sewer 
Connection to the City of Albany System, SUNY Albany – New Dormitory” dated February 2, 2010 and submitted to the City of 
Albany is appendicized to this FGEIS (see Appendix J). 
 
In summary, C.T. Male evaluated four options for the discharge of sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project: 
 
Option A – connect to the City of Albany system via the Woodville Pump Station. 
Option B – connect to the City of Albany system via the Beaver Creek trunk sewer. 
Option C – connect to the Town of Guilderland system. 
Option D – connect to the northern portion of the City of Albany system. 
 
The portion of the City of Albany system served by the Beaver Creek trunk sewer is the subject of a consent order with the 
NYSDEC restricting additional flows; this was confirmed with flow monitoring conducted as part of this study. For this reason 
Option B was eliminated from consideration. 
 
With respect to Option C, the Town of Guilderland indicated to C.T. Male that its system had the capacity to accept the 
sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project, subject to a connection mitigation fee. A pump station might be 
required to assist in the transmission of the flow. The conclusion is that this is a viable option for the project. Further, The 
Town of Guilderland in a conversation with the University on February 16, 2010, confirmed that the Town has wastewater 
capacity in its system and potentially can accommodate wastewater  from several University projects in its system. Its present 
average load is 0.85 mgd with a permit for 1.1 mgd. Acceptance of wastewater by the Town would be subject to a review of 
project specific designs and wastewater generation calculations. 
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Overview 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

4 
 

Page 4  Option D has been indicated by the City of Albany to C.T. Male as a viable option as this portion of the City’s system does not 
have CSO issues, and has adequate hydraulic capacity. However, this option has significant cost implications. 
 
Option A was recommended. Option A does not include or impact the areas of the City that have been subject to the issues 
covered in the Consent Order with the NYSDEC. Flow capacity was confirmed by actual flow measurements collected in 
December 2009, a review of daily flow logs from the Woodville Pump Station, and discussions with City personnel. The City 
has suggested that it may require the University to install a wastewater grinder pump for its sanitary flow. Otherwise, this 
option appears to be implementable and approvable. In a memo dated February 17, 2010, the City’s consultant, Hershberg & 
Hershberg, having reviewed the C.T. Male report recommended to the City that the sewer connection be approved (see 
Appendix Q of this FGEIS), subject to sewer system mitigation that would offset any flows to the Woodville Pumping Station.  
 
Regarding agreements for other project elements of the Capital Project Plan, work is proceeding with municipalities and their 
coordination and approval is being pursued in parallel with project development since the municipalities require specific project 
design details to support such approvals. 
 
With respect to storm water, the DGEIS presents estimates of storm water that will be generated by the implementation of 
these projects and the resulting creation of increased impervious surfaces. Storm water management may be incorporated 
into site and project designs and utilize on site retention (such as below ground basins or in-pipe storage); new on-campus, 
above ground retention basins or; through discussions with the City of Albany or the Town of Guilderland, discharge to their 
storm systems. These options are considered reasonable; however, given the potential for issues with storm water, they will 
be subject to site-specific storm water studies that may be required by the municipalities before they will accept storm water 
into their systems. Another common practice for cost-effective storm water management is the use of offsets, that is, the 
design of on-site controls for storm water discharges at an existing site, allowing storm water discharges from a new project; 
this option also would be subject to the approval of the municipal authority. 

5 Page 6 "There is the potential for environmental impacts from these projects to reach 
outside boundaries of the uptown Campus. These potential impacts have been 
evaluated as part of this DGEIS." While these impacts are described, it in general 
is not from an external point of view, but from the viewpoint of the Uptown 
Campus. 

External views were incorporated into the project plan. The SEQR process included a public scoping meeting and multiple 
public information meetings with the on-campus and off-campus communities to obtain comments and concerns relating to the 
Capital Project Plan. Public comment was instrumental in the University's design planning for the Student Housing Project site, 
such as the relocation of University roads and the incorporation of a large berm and more expansive buffer plantings between 
the project and the neighborhood. 

6 Page 7 Table ES 3 incorrectly describes 372 new parking spaces, instead of the proposed 
622 in the Capital Project Plan. This appears to be a mathematical error. 

There is a mathematical error in the total. The total should be 622 spaces. 

7 Page 8 As a clarification, the interior renovation projects include 100 beds in an additional 
residence hall. Did you mean to say an already existing residence hall, such as 
one of the Quads? 

Yes, the comment is correct. “Additional” is meant as an additional existing residence hall. 

8 Page 10 "Community character and land use: The development of these projects has the 
potential to impact adjacent neighborhoods, as indicated above. The University is 
committed to minimize these impacts wherever practicable with additional detail 
on mitigation steps in later sections. UAlbany will actually and not potentially affect 
the character of the neighborhood." UAlbany should accommodate community 
needs in its Capital Project Plan, rather than minimizing the damage it will cause. 

As noted above, some of the needs of the community were considered and were incorporated into the project plan. The SEQR 
process included a public scoping meeting and multiple public information meetings with the on-campus and off-campus 
communities to obtain comments and concerns relating to the Capital Project Plan. Public comment was instrumental in the 
University's design planning for the Student Housing Project site, such as the relocation of University roads and the 
incorporation of a large berm and more expansive buffer plantings between the project and the neighborhood. Additionally, the 
natural flow of storm water runoff at the Student Housing Project site appears to be toward the Tudor Road residential 
neighborhood; it is anticipated that regrading of the project site, and the construction of a berm for line of sight buffering, for 
the project will divert a significant portion of this storm water runoff in the opposite direction, where it may be retained in Indian 
Pond (pending final calculations of storm water generation and design considerations). These steps indicate the mitigation 
opportunities that the University has considered for implementation. 
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Overview 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

9 Page 11 "The Capital Project Plan is largely focused on advancing the goal of renovating 
the existing physical asset (sic) of the University." In particular, the April 2009 
Campus Heritage Preservation Plan states "The University at Albany, unlike most 
other colleges whose campuses grew and developed over time, was conceived of 
and constructed all at once, over a short period of time, designed and overseen by 
a single architect. The result of this single design concept was a very uniform 
campus, in style, layout and materials...Because all of the original buildings at the 
University at Albany were built between 1962-1971, using the same materials and 
systems, they have deteriorated uniformly over the years, and now many of the 
same problems are present campus wide." With the passage of time and 
inadequate maintenance, the Capital Project Plan appears to be intended mainly 
to hold onto the existing campus buildings instead of growth. Is my understanding 
correct? 

As described in the Executive Summary of the DGEIS, the Capital Project Plan is primarily focused on addressing existing 
campus building/asset preservation and facilities deficiencies in a manner that considers the implications of environmental 
factors.  

 

Student Housing Project Description 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 15 As a point of information, what is the capacity of the Freedom Apartments? The 
S/L/A/M feasibility study mentioned that these apartments will likely need to be 
moved or replaced, and that the Harriman Campus might be used for this purpose. 
A residential UAlbany presence on the Harriman Campus was anticipated and had 
already been considered. Wouldn't it be better to carefully plan that presence and 
meet UAlbany's housing needs. 

There are 406 beds at Freedom Quad. There are no current plans to relocate or replace Freedom Quad. The use of the 
Harriman Campus as the complete site for the Student Housing Project was rejected by the Harriman Research & Technology 
Development Corporation (HRTDC) (see HRTDC decision notification letter in Appendix N of this FGEIS). 

2 Page 15-16 As another point of information, what are the locations and capacities of the 
Living/Learning Communities located outside of the Quads? 

This question has an incorrect premise. The Living/Learning Communities are located in the quads, within the residence halls. 

3 Page 16 The University has selected the wooded area of the southeast corner of the 
Uptown Campus and commenced initial design in anticipation of construction. 
When were these decisions and actions taken by UAlbany? It wasn't done by 
S/L/A/M in its Feasibility Study. Where is this documented? Can you supply copies 
of these documents? 

Subsequent to the S/L/A/M conclusions, in early 2009 the University budgeted a new housing project. The S/L/A/M feasibility 
report ("Feasibility Study and Options for New Student Housing, University at Albany," November 2008) concluded the 
southeast site was the most feasible based a number of criteria presented in the report and summarized in the DGEIS.  

4 Page 18 "The project will require careful site planning to ensure that the new complex is 
appropriate buffered with respect to the adjacent properties. Did this include 
consideration of the appropriate type of structures to be developed, that is five 
story towers? In my view, the placement of five story towers adjacent to one and 
two story residences is not appropriate. 

As discussed at the September 17, 2009 and October 29, 2009 public meetings, the location of the Student Housing Project is 
planned at approximately300 feet or more from the residential neighborhood and several screening and other site/engineering 
measures to minimize site line, noise and lighting trespass issues. As depicted in Figure 1.3-3 of the DGEIS, the height of the 
buildings, at five stories, will be obscured by the changes in elevation and with other site improvements including a large berm 
and plantings. 

5 Page 18 As a mitigating measure, the DGEIS describes the use of an earthen berm and 
trees to screen the dormitories from the Tudor Road residences. How high would 
the earthen berm be? How high would the vegetative cover be? 

The earthen berm will be 6 feet above grade at its location on the university property and approximately 10 feet above grade 
on the Tudor Road side of the property line. The difference is due to the grade at the property line at the southeast site. 
Vegetation cover will vary. Mature trees may grow as high as 40 feet or more, depending on the final landscaping plan, which 
will include a reduction in visibility of the development as a criterion. 

6 Page 18 Although the buildings and automobile traffic may be screened by these 
measures, what about other structures associated with the Student Housing 
Project, such as lampposts along roadways and in parking lots? 

Lights will be shielded and focused toward the buildings and parking lot, and away from the residential neighborhood to 
minimize light trespass. 

7 Page 18 When will the screening activities be done in the overall project plan? Our concern 
is that these will be indefinitely deferred. 

Screening activities will be implemented as an integral part of the construction project. 

8 Page 18 What is the current status of the 3.3 acres of Harriman Campus land and its 
transfer to UAlbany? 

As of the writing of this document, the transfer of property is pending with the HRTDC and New York State Office of General 
Services (NYSOGS). 
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Student Housing Project Description 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

9 Page 18 "While only approximately 500 beds will be constructed as part of this project, the 
University may size the utilities so that an additional 250-500 beds and/or some 
other building or function could be constructed at or adjacent to this southeast site 
at some unknown time in the future, if ever." While the utilities will be sized for full 
use of the housing site, does the DGEIS show the environmental impacts for all 
the potential Student Housing at the site, or just for the current Housing Project? 

The DGEIS covers a 5 year horizon and, therefore, does not reflect any more than 500 beds. Any additional new construction 
thereafter would require a project specific EIS under a new SEQRA process. 

10 Page 18 Would you tell us the status of the alternate site for Student Housing on the 
Harriman Campus? 

The transfer of the 3.3 acres of property is pending with the HRTDC and NYSOGS. The use of Harriman Campus property for 
the larger 11 acre site concept, described as a potential option in the DGEIS, was rejected by the HRTDC as inconsistent with 
the long range plans for the development of the Harriman Campus (see letter in Appendix N of this FGEIS). 

 

Northern Landscape Improvement 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 26 The 2005 Trowbridge & Wolf Landscape Master Plan, the Campus Heritage 
Preservation Plan and the 2008 Landscape Master Planning process "stress that 
landscaping is a critical component of the visual aesthetic of the Uptown Campus 
design. Governor Nelson Rockefeller selected Edward Durrell Stone to design a 
campus that concentrated buildings in the center of the campus, leaving parkland 
and cars around the perimeter." Doesn't the Student Housing project violate the 
Edward Durrell Stone design? 

No, it does not violate the original Edward Durell Stone design. The site selection and orientation of the new housing is 
consistent with Stone’s long-range concepts for the campus, with additional housing placed on the outer core of the property. 

2 Page 26 The DGEIS goes on to say, that despite the importance of the landscape element 
- "Since the initial construction of UAlbany Uptown campus, many of the plantings 
around the Academic Podium have been altered, are in poor health or dying, 
and/or are no longer the original species. Moreover, buildings and infrastructure 
added over the years (walkways, parking lots, etc.) have also impacted the 
vegetative landscaping. How effective will UAlbany be in establishing and 
maintaining a vegetative buffer between the Tudor Road residents and the 
University? 

There is a greater awareness of the importance of landscape planning in higher education in general, and specifically 
throughout SUNY and its campuses in recent years. At the University, this is evidenced by the investment in a campus 
landscaping plan with landscape design criteria, as described in the DGEIS on page 26 – 27, and elsewhere in that document, 
Tree and landscape maintenance programming is an increasing part of the University's capital investments. With respect to 
the Student Housing Project, the vegetative buffer is not planned for active programming. The sidewalk will be on the other 
side of the road. We do not anticipate pedestrian or any other use at the location of the buffer.  

 

SEQRA 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 35 The efforts to engage the public were limited early on in the SEQRA process. Why 
weren't all affected neighbors contacted about UAlbany's intended actions, instead 
of the McKownville Improvement Association, which is not adjacent to the site of 
the Student Housing project? 

The McKownville Neighborhood Association is an active organization that periodically invites the University to present project 
plans and general updates regarding the Uptown Campus. The University was invited to the McKownville Neighborhood 
Association meeting on November 13, 2008, and accepted the invitation. With regard to SEQR, the University publicized the 
SEQR scoping meeting through publication in the Albany Times-Union on February 12, 2009, and a listing in the newspaper’s 
events calendar (both online and in print), and on the University’s web site; additionally, a mailer was forwarded on February 
12, 2009 to potentially involved and interested agencies. This scoping meeting, an additional, optional step in the SEQR 
process, was held on March 10, 2009, and was attended by 22 people. Lastly, two public meetings were held on September 
17 and October 29, 2009.  
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Project Alternatives 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 44 Was the scope of the feasibility study unreasonably narrowed before it was 
performed? That is, if the University's requirements concerning student life, 
University programs, and proximity were met, and the housing choice was cost 
effective, ownership should not have been the issue.  

In the most recent fall semester (2009), housing demand exceeded supply by approximately 400 beds, forcing students into 
"triples" and make-shift lounge spaces. The housing project in the Capital Project Plan meets this demand and is consistent 
with future enrollment projections (which are not anticipated to grow). As described in the DGEIS, the architectural and 
planning firm S/L/A/M performed an analysis of the housing needs on behalf of the University; and meeting existing demand 
was one of the factors in developing the new student housing project. Other factors included: replacing beds lost as the 
campus renovates existing dormitories ("surge space"); permanent bed loss due to accessibility upgrades for compliance with 
ADA regulations; and permanent bed loss due to changes in room configuration to satisfy modern student demands for space 
and amenities. With regard to future construction of an additional number of beds (over and above the 500 described in the 
Capital Project Plan), there are no plans to do so. Other plans beyond the 5 year planning horizon of this Capital Project Plan 
are speculative. 

2 Page 44 What is the demand for housing and how will it be met if it higher than now? Is this 
the basis for the possible future construction of an additional 500 beds? 

The housing project meets demand and enrollment projections. The architectural and planning firm S/L/A/M performed an 
analysis of the housing needs on behalf of the University ("Feasibility Study and Options for New Student Housing, University 
at Albany," November 2008). The evaluation documented in this report served as the basis for the decision to develop a new 
Student Housing Project. Several factors are noted that influence the need for additional bed space: temporary bed loss due to 
a program of complete renovations of existing dormitories on campus, need for swing space so that this renovation program 
can proceed more aggressively, permanent bed loss due to accessibility upgrades for compliance with ADA regulations, and 
permanent bed loss due to changes in room configuration to satisfy today's students.  

3 Page 44 The S/L/A/M Feasibility Study looked at 250 spaces if the Student Housing project 
were to be located outside of University Drive. Where did the 350 space 
requirement come from? 

The 350 spaces came upon further consideration of the University’s experience with student parking demand which is 0.7 
spaces per bed.  

4 Page 44 With respect to the planning and architectural limitations, the design of the campus 
was of great importance. What about the design for the community? 

It is important to the larger community that the design of the campus follows a consistent approach. An inconsistent patchwork 
of architectural and design philosophies and approaches would be a detriment to the aesthetic character of the on-campus 
and off-campus community. Buffering and other measures, such as set-backs of buildings, are designed into the housing 
project to address stated community concerns. 

 

Land 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 52 Referring to Figure 3/1-1 the soil type for the South East site is not labeled. What 
is it? 

 The soil type in the area mentioned is Ud, or Udipsamments, which are described on page 52 of the DGEIS from the Soil 
Survey of Albany County as “nearly level to very steep areas of disturbed, sandy soils,” typically consisting of Colonie loamy 
fine sand and Elnora loamy fine sand.” A revised Figure 3.1-1 accompanies these responses. 

2 Page 54 For the Life Sciences Complex and University Hall projects fifty-four and forty-
seven soil borings respectively were performed in subsurface investigations and 
geotechnical evaluation. Why did Stantec conduct only three borings when other 
projects call for 15-18 times more? 

The purposes of the geotechnical investigations were different; therefore, the level of effort was different. The Life Sciences 
and University Hall projects were designed for construction. Stantec's work was performed for a feasibility study with 
additional, more comprehensive geotechnical analysis to be performed for construction design purposes at a later date. For 
feasibility studies, geotechnical studies are more limited in nature. 

3 Page 55 "However, the respective construction projects will need to evaluate site specific 
conditions through site geotechnical investigations, as is industry practice." How 
will additional geotechnical investigations affect the project design for Student 
Housing? 

Additional soil analysis may result in the need for deeper or different foundation designs. 

4 Page 56 (1) On page 56 the DGEIS states that "Geotechnical evaluations will be necessary 
at specific project site locations to inform final designs, construction techniques, 
and potentially to provide site-specific information for use in development of storm 
water management plans. Aren't these evaluations needed to determine the 
impacts and necessary mitigating measures? (2) Are you saying that the Stantec 
evaluation is suitable for establishing a site-specific storm water management 
plan? 

(1) The purpose of geotechnical evaluations is to understand the subsurface conditions at a construction location, that is, the 
physical properties of the soil and rock. This information is used to evaluate the type of foundation that may be necessary for a 
building, based on the height and loads of the building. (2) Geotechnical investigations in general, and the Stantec evaluation 
in this instance, are not performed to establish or develop storm water management requirements. However, since they often 
include some information regarding surface soils, the nature of subsurface soils, and depth to bedrock, they can provide some 
useful site-specific information relative to the ability of storm water to percolate into soils, depth to ground water, and depth to 
bedrock; this information can be applied to an evaluation of the need for site-specific storm water mitigation measures for a 
construction project. 
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Land 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

5 Page 56 Further, "Without the anticipated implementation of appropriate erosion and soil 
controls described below, exposed soils could result in sedimentation of storm 
water runoff impacting the site, adjacent landowners, and down gradient land 
uses." I want to make sure that I understand this likely impact. 

Any construction project that exposes soils can result in the noted impacts if appropriate precautions, that is, mitigation 
measures, are not taken. The foregoing statement reflects the obligation to recognize such potential, and to use readily 
available and typical construction measures to prevent such impacts from occurring, in keeping with state and federal storm 
water requirements. 

6 Page 57 According to the DGEIS, ground water at the Uptown Campus is relatively 
shallow, observed at 5 to 15 ft below ground surface. Therefore, it is important that 
steps be taken to allow appropriate recharge of storm water when projects include 
the replacement of previous surfaces with impervious surfaces...Otherwise, there 
is a potential for storm water runoff to be transported by surface conditions or 
drainage to other parts of campus, causing erosion, or localized inundation, 
pooling or overflows in already saturated areas." or off-site affecting landowners! 

Comment noted. The text in the DGEIS notes that any construction project that exposes soils can result in the noted impacts if 
appropriate precautions, that is, mitigation measures, are not taken. The foregoing statement reflects the obligation to 
recognize such potential, and to use readily available and typical construction measures to prevent such impacts from 
occurring, in keeping with state and federal storm water requirements. 

7 Page 59 Will we see the construction storm water permit and the associated conditions 
from DEC? Same for the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan? 

The NYSDEC does not typically publicize the availability of construction storm water permits, but these permits can be 
requested from the agency when issued. Under the new statewide storm water General Permit scheduled to take effect in May 
2010, a request can be made of the project owner for a copy of the project's Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP); 
reasonable costs may be assessed to such a request. 

8 Page 59 What is the current Stormwater Management Plan? "It contains a description of 
the regulatory applicability of federal and state storm water regulations, a public 
outreach and education program for awareness of storm water issues, a 
detection and elimination program for illegal discharges to storm water, a 
construction site runoff control program, a pollution prevention program, and a 
monitoring/recordkeeping/reporting program." Could you provide a copy? 

The University’s storm water management plan follows the requirements of the SPDES General Permit for Stormwater 
Discharges from Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s), GP-01-08. A link to those requirements is: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/ms4permit08.pdf. There was no requirement for filing a Notice of Intent for MS4’s that 
already participated in the prior General Permit. The University’s annual report (link: 
http://www.albany.edu/ehs/stormwater.html) provides the response to how these requirements have been met.  

9 Page 60 There are three wetlands on the proposed Student Housing site. What measures 
will be taken to preserve these areas? 

Since the wetlands will be disturbed as noted in the DGEIS (see page 130), a Joint Application for Permit has been submitted 
to the NYSDEC and the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers. These agencies will evaluate the nature of the mitigation for the 
disturbances to these wetlands. 

10 Page 61 According to the DGEIS, surface storm water flow from the site will be directed 
into Indian Pond. What consideration has been given to downstream effects, 
particularly when sedimentation again reduces the storage capacity of the pond? 

As noted in the DGEIS on page 97, Indian Pond recently was the focus of a maintenance dredging project that restored 
approximately 2 million gallons of retention capacity. This pond capacity is a key factor in the University’s storm water plans 
and, as such, will be maintained by the University. Additionally, the 2008 Pond Restoration Project added two hydrodynamic 
storm water treatment units that will greatly reduce the amount of sediment that reaches the pond. 

 

Water Resources 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 82 "An increase in impervious surfaces through the construction of additional 
buildings, the multi-use athletic facility and parking structures will incrementally 
increase surface runoff from the Uptown Campus." Is this consistent with a City 
Code that calls for no increase as a result of developing land? 

It is consistent with regulatory requirements that the rate of runoff does not increase. The increase in impervious surfaces as a 
result of the development from implementation of the Capital Project Plan will increase the volume of storm water generated. 
City, Town and NYSDEC requirements are in place so that storm water that is generated is not released such that the rate of 
runoff is not impacted. The University will address storm water generation from these projects such that it can obtain approvals 
for the discharge of project specific storm water without impacting the present rate of release. 

2 Page 83 A decrease in the infiltration of rainfall through the replacement of pervious with 
impervious surfaces could increase storm water runoff and potentially impact both 
on and off-site communities. This will be addressed by a site-specific Storm Water 
Management Plan? 

Yes, it will. 
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Water Supply and Waste Water 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 87 Also, the Krumkill has allegedly experienced storm surges that overflows its banks 
and eventually backs up into the Woodville Pumping Station, causing heavy 
downstream flows." "Allegedly"? Where did you get this fact? 

At the time of the preparation of the DGEIS the issue of “storm surges” at the Woodville Pumping Station had been raised by a 
commenter at a public meeting. The validity and details underlying the comment had not yet been verified with the City of 
Albany, thus the use of the word “allegedly” in the DGEIS. This underlying issue is that the Krumkill, under some high flow 
conditions, has on occasion overflowed into the wet well of the Woodville Pumping Station. Apparently this is a relatively rare 
occurrence that the City has taken steps to reduce, and continues to monitor. 

2 Page 87 Has the University provided any measurements of its use of water and discharge 
of waste water to the Albany Water Department, as requested by the City? 

The City is aware of the University's water use and current wastewater discharge volumes through normal measurement and 
monitoring procedures; and the University continues to actively work with the City of Albany on a wide range of issues. 

3 Page 88 Is it correct that a waste water solution has not been determined and agreed to by 
the receiving municipality? When have discussions occurred? What is the plan for 
resolving this issue? 

A solution has been determined subject to final concurrence by the City of Albany. Discussions with the University, its 
consultants, and the City have progressed through 2009 to date. With respect to issues raised regarding the impacts of the 
discharge of sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project, C.T. Male Associates (Latham, NY) prepared an analysis 
of the options available to UAlbany. Its report “Request for Sanitary Sewer Connection to the City of Albany System, SUNY 
Albany – New Dormitory” dated February 2, 2010 and submitted to the City of Albany is appendicized to this FGEIS. In 
summary, C.T. Male evaluated four options for the discharge of sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project:Option 
A – connect to the City of Albany system via the Woodville Pump Station.Option B – connect to the City of Albany system via 
the Beaver Creek trunk sewer.Option C – connect to the Town of Guilderland system.Option D – connect to the northern 
portion of the City of Albany system.The portion of the City of Albany system served by the Beaver Creek trunk sewer is the 
subject of a consent order with the NYSDEC restricting additional flows; this was confirmed with flow monitoring conducted as 
part of this study. For this reason Option B was eliminated from consideration. With respect to Option C, the Town of 
Guilderland indicated to C.T. Male that its system had the capacity to accept the sanitary wastewater from the Student 
Housing Project, subject to a connection mitigation fee. A pump station might be required to assist in the transmission of the 
flow. The conclusion is that this is a viable option for the project. Option D has been indicated by the City of Albany to C.T. 
Male as a viable option as this portion of the City’s system does not have CSO issues, and has adequate hydraulic capacity. 
Option A was recommended. Option A does not include or impact the areas of the City that have been subject to the issues 
covered in the Consent Order with the NYSDEC. Flow capacity was confirmed by actual flow measurements collected in 
December 2009, a review of daily flow logs from the Woodville Pump Station, and discussions with City personnel. The City 
has suggested that it may require the University to install a wastewater grinder pump for its sanitary flow. Otherwise, this 
option appears to be implementable and approvable. 
In a memo dated February 17, 2010, the City’s consultant, Hershberg & Hershberg, having reviewed the C.T. Male report 
recommended to the City that the sewer connection be approved (see Appendix Q of this FGEIS) ), subject to sewer system 
mitigation that would offset any flows to the Woodville Pumping Station. 

4 Page 88 In describing the campus storm water system, Woodward and Curran found that 
the Southern Interceptor had no additional capacity because of pipe restrictions of 
up to 90%. The paragraph concludes that UAlbany's ongoing maintenance 
program, to date, has removed these restrictions and restored capacity. What is 
the ongoing maintenance program? 

The University's Capital Plan, as appropriated in the enacted State Budget, provides for maintenance for projects of this type. 
Further, the University has a five year contract with for the inspection, cleaning and repairs to the campus catch basin system 
and an additional multi-year contract for the inspection and slip lining of storm and sewer lines throughout the campus. 
Additionally, the campus plumbing shop uses pipe video technology to inspect campus plumbing lines and contracts with local 
vendors, as necessary, to clean trouble spots on an annual basis. 

5 Page 89 UAlbany has two water supply connections, one located at the eastern side of the 
campus at the Harriman Campus, and the second located on Washington Avenue. 
What is the available supply from each, not the current demand? 

The Washington Avenue feed is an 8 inch line at 45 psi. The eastern feed is a 12 inch main at 65-70 psi. 

6 Page 89 It appears here that water demand is scaled to the construction of 500 beds, not 
the possible 1000 (or 650 additional beds, if you will). 

The water infrastructure to the campus does not need modification related to these beds. Delivering water to the site, however, 
requires installation of water lines which will not need to change whether it is 500 beds or 1000 beds. 
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Water Supply and Waste Water 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

7 Page 91 "Use of the southern interceptor may be restricted due to the finding that its 
additional capacity is presently limited." The student housing project will be 
impacted by this. 

As noted elsewhere herein, the use of the southern interceptor may be precluded by flow issues and downstream issues that 
are the subject of the Consent Order by the NYSDEC. However, other options are available to the University and the City. 
With respect to issues raised regarding the impacts of the discharge of sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project, 
C.T. Male Associates (Latham, NY) prepared an analysis of the options available to UAlbany. Its report “Request for Sanitary 
Sewer Connection to the City of Albany System, SUNY Albany – New Dormitory” dated February 2, 2010 and submitted to the 
City of Albany is appendicized to this FGEIS. In summary, C.T. Male evaluated four options for the discharge of sanitary 
wastewater from the Student Housing Project: 
 
Option A – connect to the City of Albany system via the Woodville Pump Station. 
Option B – connect by the southern interceptor to the City of Albany system via the Beaver Creek trunk sewer. 
Option C – connect to the Town of Guilderland system. 
Option D – connect to the northern portion of the City of Albany system. 
 
The portion of the City of Albany system served by the Beaver Creek trunk sewer is the subject of a consent order with the 
NYSDEC restricting additional flows; this was confirmed with flow monitoring conducted as part of this study. For this reason 
Option B was eliminated from consideration. With respect to Option C, the Town of Guilderland indicated to C.T. Male that its 
system had the capacity to accept the sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project, subject to a connection 
mitigation fee. A pump station might be required to assist in the transmission of the flow. The conclusion is that this is a viable 
option for the project. Option D has been indicated by the City of Albany to C.T. Male as a viable option for a new connection 
by the University as this portion of the City’s system does not have CSO issues, and has adequate hydraulic capacity. Option 
A was recommended. Option A does not include or impact the areas of the City that have been subject to the issues covered 
in the Consent Order with the NYSDEC. Flow capacity was confirmed by actual flow measurements collected in December 
2009, a review of daily flow logs from the Woodville Pump Station, and discussions with City personnel. The City has 
suggested that it may require the University to install a wastewater grinder pump for its sanitary flow. Otherwise, this option 
appears to be implementable and approvable. 
 
In a memo dated February 17, 2010, the City’s consultant, Hershberg & Hershberg, having reviewed the C.T. Male report 
recommended to the City that the sewer connection be approved (see Appendix Q of this FGEIS) ), subject to sewer system 
mitigation that would offset any flows to the Woodville Pumping Station. 

 

Drainage 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 96 Where is the sediment coming from that fills the catch basins, drainage manholes, 
etc.? Isn't the Stormwater Management Plan supposed to address this problem? 

The sediment noted in this question comes from a variety of sources: airborne dust and dirt, sediment washed off vehicles of 
various types that traverse the campus, overland runoff from campus property, as well as trash and litter that washes into 
catch basins. Catch basins are located in parking lots, roadways and grass areas. Dirt accumulated in parking lots and 
roadways is routinely washed into the catch basin system during heavy rains. Two recently reengineered interceptors located 
near the pond collects the bulk of this material. These interceptors are scheduled for cleaning on an annual basis. A storm 
water management plan (SWMP) or a site specific SWPPP acknowledges that these processes occur, and are intended to 
address measures to minimize them where possible, as well as the prevention of sediment contributions from more significant 
point sources. Therefore, yes, the construction measures required at each construction site per the specific SWPPP help 
reduce runoff and the associated sediment displacement.  

2 Page 96 "The remaining five subsystems have structures where storm water approaches 
within two feet of the rim elevations of the catch basin, indicating the potential for 
runoff in these areas." Where are these subsystems located? 

These are located at Empire North Gold Lot and to the south of the Colonial Quadrangle. 

3 Page 97 As a point of information, how is the compliance with the Stormwater Management 
Plan audited? 

The Stormwater Management Plan is subject to audit by the NYSDEC. 
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Drainage 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

4 Page 100 "Due to the size and nature of improvements, a storm water management facility 
may need to be provided to directly service a portion of the Student Housing 
Project. If so, this storm water management facility should be designed in 
accordance with the NYS Stormwater Management Design Manual and also 
mitigate increased runoff rates under post-development conditions to equal or less 
than pre-developed conditions." Based on the impacts identified to date, will this 
facility be needed? 

The Pond Project has added two hydrodynamic separator storm water treatment units. As described by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency in an informational bulletin: "Hydrodynamic separators are flow-through structures with a 
settling or separation unit to remove sediments and other pollutants that are widely used in storm water treatment. No outside 
power source is required, because the energy of the flowing water allows the sediments to efficiently separate. Depending on 
the type of unit, this separation may be by means of swirl action or indirect filtration.” Whether other on-site, integrated storm 
water facilities will be required is presently being evaluated as part of the site design process. 

5 Page 100-102 Again, are Tables 3.4-2 and 3.2-3 calculated for the current Student Housing 
Project, or for the full development of the site with four buildings? 

They relate to the Student Housing Project as described in the DGEIS for 500 beds. There are no plans in the planning 
horizon represented by this Capital Project Plan other than those contained in the DGEIS. Other plans beyond this planning 
horizon are speculative. 

 

Air 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 108 What is the quantitative effect or impact of the additional cars on campus with the 
additional Student Housing? 

This statement makes an incorrect assumption. The beds are largely necessary to help meet demand of current students who 
are tripled or in temporary lounges, students who are already living on-campus. In addition, the bed capacity will be used to 
replace those lost during the rehab of existing dormitory rooms, thus reducing the number of beds on campus. Some 
additional beds are being added to the total capacity in response to student demand for on campus living; for these beds, 
students who otherwise would have commuted to campus, contributing to daily vehicular traffic, will have their vehicles on 
campus, but only infrequently used. Therefore, in total, it is anticipated that the Student Housing Project and the associated 
parking will result in a reduction in the number of daily vehicular commuters. Delta Engineers, which is in the process of 
performing a traffic and pedestrian analysis of campus, has concurred with that assumption (see letter from Delta in Appendix 
K of this FGEIS). 

2 n/a On October 30, 2009, the US Department of Energy announced that UAlbany will 
get $2.77 million to install a large geothermal heat pump system that will serve 
campus facilities. The Department of Energy describes this project as "The 
University at Albany will install a large GHP system serving 200,000 sq. ft. of dorm 
and apartment housing, and will leverage additional incentives from the State of 
NY." Will this system be used in Student Housing project? Why isn't it identified as 
a mitigation measure? 

The grant can be used for 50% of studies, installation and long-term maintenance of such a system, but only at this location. 
Consistent with the grant application, this geothermal project is still being analyzed for financial feasibility, and may not prove 
viable. Hence, it wasn’t discussed in the DGEIS as a mitigation measure. 

 

Climate Change 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 113 Pursuant to the American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment, 
greenhouse gas emissions could be reduced by encouraging use of and provide 
access to public transportation for all faculty, staff, students and visitors to the 
institution. The ready availability of surface parking for cars will only encourage 
use of cars, and chew up valuable real estate. 

As noted elsewhere in the DGEIS, the University is pursuing greater use of public transportation to reduce automobile use. In 
the case of the housing project, students who otherwise would have commuted to campus, contributing to daily vehicular 
traffic and GHG emissions, will have their vehicles on campus, but only infrequently used. Therefore, it is anticipated that the 
Student Housing Project and the associated parking will result in a reduction in the number of daily vehicular commuters, and 
a net reduction in GHG emissions. Lastly, the expansion of parking at the State Quad Parking Lot is to replace spaces lost by 
the construction of the Business School. 

2 Page 116 UAlbany has a program to encourage the use of mass transit. How effective will it 
be when UAlbany provides additional parking? 

As noted immediately preceding, it is anticipated that the use of new parking spaces for housing will reduce vehicular trips to 
the campus by many of these students, who otherwise would have contributed to the daily commuter volume. In addition, the 
other parking construction projects in the DGEIS are intended to replace existing spaces and to restore pedestrian-friendly 
green areas. 

3 Page 117 In clearing wooded areas, there will be a resulting in a decrease in potential 
carbon sequestration. Why aren't there offsetting plantings being considered as 
part of the Northern Landscape Improvement project? 

There will be significant new plantings associated with the installation of a berm and buffer zone as part of the Student 
Housing Project (as described in the DGEIS at page 149 and elsewhere), as part of the Northern Landscape Improvement 
Project, for landscaping as part of other components of the Capital Project Plan, and as part of landscaping improvements 
across campus as part of the campus Landscaping Master Plan.  



 

 

 

I:\Nys-Ogs.2069\42606.SUNY ALbany\Docs\FGEIS\DGEIS Responses-2-19-2010.doc   Page 10 

 

Plants, etc. 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 125 "Approximately 50% of UAlbany's Uptown Campus is composed of buildings, 
road, parking lots and sidewalks, with portions of campus maintained as open 
space, limited undeveloped forest and landscaped areas." What is the source of 
this quote? 

The source of this information was Dr. George R. Robinson, Associate Professor of Biological Sciences, University at Albany. 
Dr. Robinson has performed biological surveys of campus in the past. 

2 Page 126 UAlbany has not been a good steward of the land. According to the DGEIS: 1) 
approximately 6% of campus plantings are categorized as dead or dying and 
should be removed. 2) 55% of campus plantings are in need of remediation. 3) 
39% of campus plantings are in good health. 4) the landscaping is represented by 
several species often planted in monoculture, including Austrian pine, pin oak, 
honey locust, and red and sugar maples. 5) the Austrian pines are heavily infested 
(72%) with an incurable fungal disease. 6) the pin oak thrives in acidic, swampy 
conditions, and not the highly compacted soils on campus; many of these trees 
have died or been removed. 7) tree selection needs improvement: recently planted 
ash (being decimated by insect infestation) and Norway maple (very invasive 
species) are not recommended for use; the thorny version of honey locust requires 
constant maintenance to protect passersby from injury. 

As noted earlier herein, there is a greater appreciation in society as a whole in recent years for the varied functions that 
landscaping plays in the developed environment. For example, as a result of this appreciation, Mayor Bloomberg of New York 
City has incorporated in his PlaNYC the planting of 1 million new trees, carefully selected for survivability, to enhance carbon 
sequestration, help relieve the heat island effect observed in cities, capture storm water, reduce combined sewer overflows, 
and enhance the aesthetics of the developed environment. In recent years, SUNY has recognized the functional and aesthetic 
importance of landscaping on its campuses, and landscape architecture and planning are routinely integrated into many 
capital projects. At UAlbany, a campus-wide Landscaping Master Plan has been prepared to guide more appropriate and 
effective planning and choices for landscape across campus. These efforts reflect the change in approach of the campus to its 
landscape infrastructure. 

3 Page 127 On the flip side, the Southeast Corner has eight different cover types successional 
northern hardwoods, successional southern hardwoods, pine plantation, emergent 
marsh, red maple-hardwood swamp with three UAlbany added cover types - 
landfill/dump, artificial pond and mowed lawn, landscaped areas. On balance, 
these are healthier plantings. 

Comment noted. 

4 Page 130 There are three wetlands on the proposed site. What mitigation measures will be 
taken to minimize disturbances to flora and fauna? 

These wetlands will be disturbed. A joint application permit is being submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the 
NYSDEC. These agencies will determine what specific mitigation measures will be required of UAlbany for the disruption of 
these wetlands. 

5 Page 136 Table 3.7-2 states that "Removal of some wooded habitat is an unavoidable 
adverse impact of this project; new plantings will be placed to provide buffer of the 
site from the Tudor Road neighborhood. Is the planting to control sedimentation? 
Noise? Light pollution? Where does the berm fit onto all of this? 

As presented in the DGEIS in Section 3.8, and as the University has presented at public meetings with neighborhood 
residents, the berm is intended to partially screen the view of the Student Housing Project from neighborhood residences. The 
difference in elevation and distance of the Student Housing Project from the residences and the property line will reduce the 
line of sight from the neighborhood. The plantings, to be of both deciduous and evergreen trees, will further buffer the 
sightlines; the mix of trees will contribute to this visual buffer year round. Further, these steps also will buffer and reduce light 
trespass to the neighborhood, as will the appropriate selection and design of lighting, such as equipment with cut-offs (fixtures 
that focus light below and do not emit over 90 degrees). Lastly, the distance of the development from the University property 
line, and from the residences, will result in attenuation of noise, with the tree planting and berm affording some additional 
noise reduction. 
 
An acoustics scientist evaluated the potential sound levels generated by the Student Housing Project at the property line 
between the University and the Tudor Road residences. Average baseline sound levels based on field measurements were 48 
dBA at the southern portion of the property line and 46 dBA further north along the property line (see the map in Appendix M 
of this FGEIS). For this evaluation, traffic on the relocated perimeter road was considered to be a worst case situation, that is, 
the same traffic volume as at the peak hour of the day, even late at night. The NYSDEC Program Policy DEP-00-1 on 
assessing community noise impacts ("Assessing and Mitigating Noise Impacts") was used as guidance for this evaluation, as 
well as Hoover and Keith (1981) (cited in Appendix M of this FGEIS). The result is that at both locations the sound levels 
would increase by about 2 dBA, to 50 dBA and 48 dBA, respectively; note that the NYSDEC policy indicates that increases in 
sound level of less than 5 dBA are typically unnoticed to tolerable. For comparison with the baseline noise levels as well as the 
evaluation results, the Town of Guilderland nighttime noise limit is 50 dBA. 
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Light 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 140 Pole heights to be used on the project are 13, 16 and 24 feet. Aren't these likely to 
be visible by Tudor Road residents despite the berm and the new plantings? What 
additional mitigation do you propose? 

It is assumed that it is the light from these poles rather than the poles themselves that the commenter considers to be 
intrusive. As noted directly preceding, several steps are being taken to mitigate light trespass. Other mitigation consists of 
design options will include lighting systems with fixtures that focus light below and do not emit over 90 degrees 

 

Visual 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 142 Who provided the personal observations of the viewsheds? Was the visibility of 
the University tested from McKownville streets? 

The site section provided in the DGEIS from Tudor Road is based on elevations on topographic maps and is from several 
locations on Tudor Road. Additionally, at public meetings held with the Tudor Road residents and others, the housing project 
architect presented several line-of-sight renderings that were based on specific, scaled topographic data from Tudor Road and 
the Student Housing site. McKownville viewsheds were not analyzed as no construction in this plan materially alters the 
viewshed from these areas. Viewsheds from the McKownville area will be consistent with existing University structures and 
facilities. 

 

Noise 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 143 "Sound from the stadium travelling towards the residences east of the stadium is 
reduced predominately due to distance attenuation and intervening obstructions 
including UAlbany campus structures and trees."…"Additionally, the construction 
of the new Student Housing Project will result in the removal of a yet 
undetermined number of trees at the Southeast Corner location, the site being 
considered for the project. Therefore, noise impacts from the Student Housing 
Project are anticipated to occur." This impact was not quantified, nor was the noise 
from occupancy of the dorms, and outside noises - traffic, recreation, etc. 
considered. 

A baseline noise survey was performed in February 2010 at the property boundary between the Student Housing Project site 
and the adjacent residential neighborhood. The results of this noise survey are summarized in this FGEIS, and presented in 
detail in Appendix M of the FGEIS. 
 
An acoustics scientist evaluated the potential sound levels generated by the Student Housing Project at the property line 
between the University and the Tudor Road residences. Average baseline sound levels based on field measurements were 48 
dBA at the southern portion of the property line and 46 dBA further north along the property line (see the map in Appendix M 
of this FGEIS). For this evaluation, traffic on the relocated perimeter road was considered to be a worst case situation, that is, 
the same traffic volume as at the peak hour of the day, even late at night. The NYSDEC Program Policy DEP-00-1 on 
assessing community noise impacts ("Assessing and Mitigating Noise Impacts") was used as guidance for this evaluation, as 
well as Hoover and Keith (1981) (cited in Appendix M of this FGEIS). The result is that at both locations the sound levels 
would increase by about 2 dBA, to 50 dBA and 48 dBA, respectively; note that the NYSDEC policy indicates that increases in 
sound level of less than 5 dBA are typically unnoticed to tolerable. For comparison with the baseline noise levels as well as the 
evaluation results, the Town of Guilderland nighttime noise limit is 50 dBA. 

2 Page 144 While trees will provide visual screening in Spring and Summer, this will be lost in 
Fall and Winter, when UAlbany is in session. What are the other mitigations? 

The buildings have been sited as far as possible away from the Tudor Road residential neighborhood, as much as 400 feet 
from the UAlbany property line. As described in the DGEIS and at public meetings held by the University, a six foot high berm 
will be installed to reduce site lines, and will include expansive deciduous and conifer plantings to further screen and buffer the 
housing project. The mix of plantings will result in year round screening of the site. 

3 Page 145 Has the Advisory Planning, Architecture, and Aesthetics Committee met to guide 
the Student Housing Project? Who are the members of the campus community on 
this committee? How are neighborhood needs brought to bear on these 
decisions? 

Information concerning the APAAC can be found on the University's website (www.albany.edu/facilities). The group is an 
advisory body for campus land use and architecture. Neighborhood concerns are raised and addressed by the APAAC in 
discussion. 

4 Page 147 We will hold you to the 100 foot minimum buffer. No wavering, as you did in the 
October meeting! 

Comment noted. 

5 Page 147 The October 29, 2009 option was responsive to our concerns, but was conceptual 
- we weren't shown how it would actually work. Would you please provide us the 
details on these mitigating measures? 

The University commits to invite neighbors to an informational meeting as site designs progress; this meeting is as yet to be 
scheduled. More frequent meetings will likely occur with directly adjacent Tudor Road neighbors to review planting plans. 

 

http://www.albany.edu/facilities�


 

 

 

I:\Nys-Ogs.2069\42606.SUNY ALbany\Docs\FGEIS\DGEIS Responses-2-19-2010.doc   Page 12 

Traffic 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 158 Were the intersections at both ends of the connector between University Drive and 
Western Avenue examined for Lines of Sights and traffic flows? What about 
accident rates and fatalities? 

Delta Engineers, a consultant to the University, has reviewed this intersection and indicated that no new traffic control 
measures are required at this location. Delta reviewed the intersection under a number of potential changing operational 
scenarios and noted no change in LOS, which at present is either B or C depending on direction (see summary table in 
Appendix P of this FGEIS).The University is not aware of an unusual rate of accidents at this intersection. 

2 Page 165 Table 3.10-2 Parking impacts were estimated at 350. What about the 'as fully 
developed' number? 

As noted elsewhere herein, the DGEIS covers a 5 year horizon and, therefore, does not reflect any more than 500 beds, which 
is the so-called “as fully developed' number." Any additional new construction thereafter would require a project specific EIS 
under a new SEQRA process. 

 

Community Character and Land Use 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 191 McKownville and Eagle Hill are residential neighborhoods. Comment noted. 
2 Page 196 The DGEIS discusses the Eagle Hill neighborhood and an apparent Commercial-

Office zoning. Brad Glass of the Albany Planning Department has admitted that 
the maps are in error, and that the correct zoning is R-1B. A new map should be 
available shortly. This part of the DGEIS should be rewritten. 

The comment is noted. The information as described in the DGEIS was obtained from the Albany Planning Commission and is 
considered correct as of this date and until a legal modification or correction is made. A change or correction as noted by the 
commenter, however, would not otherwise impact the evaluations or conclusions in the DGEIS. 

3 Page 196 The proposed Student Housing project will admittedly impact the neighborhood (p. 
202, 204) even with the proposed mitigation measures - berms, plantings, location 
of structures, etc. 

The DGEIS has noted that even with the measures proposed, and other measures being considered for implementation, that 
"It is recognized that the Student Housing Project may be somewhat visible from the Tudor Road neighborhood to some 
degree" (page 204), and that among Potential Unavoidable Adverse Impacts would be "noise and lighting impacts to 
surrounding residential neighborhoods resulting from the development of one or more of these projects... particularly the 
Student Housing Project" (page 218). In these and other locations, the DGEIS recognizes that there will be some visual 
impacts from the Student Housing Project that may not be able to be completely and absolutely mitigated. 
 
An acoustics scientist evaluated the potential sound levels generated by the Student Housing Project at the property line 
between the University and the Tudor Road residences. Average baseline sound levels based on field measurements were 48 
dBA at the southern portion of the property line and 46 dBA further north along the property line (see the map in Appendix M 
of this FGEIS). For this evaluation, traffic on the relocated perimeter road was considered to be a worst case situation, that is, 
the same traffic volume as at the peak hour of the day, even late at night. The NYSDEC Program Policy DEP-00-1 on 
assessing community noise impacts ("Assessing and Mitigating Noise Impacts") was used as guidance for this evaluation, as 
well as Hoover and Keith (1981) (cited in Appendix M of this FGEIS). The result is that at both locations the sound levels 
would increase by about 2 dBA, to 50 dBA and 48 dBA, respectively; note that the NYSDEC policy indicates that increases in 
sound level of less than 5 dBA are typically unnoticed to tolerable. For comparison with the baseline noise levels as well as the 
evaluation results, the Town of Guilderland nighttime noise limit is 50 dBA. 

4 n/a The entire study looks at impacts and mitigations. The benefits from the project 
only seem to accrue to UAlbany. Please identify how neighbors and the city 
specifically benefit from these projects. 

The implementation of the Capital Project Plan will ensure the continued viability and the vibrant evolution of the University at 
Albany. The City of Albany, the Capital Region, and the entire State of New York benefit from the economic impact of the 
University. Neighbors and the off-campus community benefits through the availability of an open, public campus used by the 
community for walking jogging, biking, and recreation. The University, too, brings jobs, cultural events, intercollegiate sports, 
literary and political speakers, and other events that are available to and attended by the off-campus community. 
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Infrastructure Improvements 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 Page 223 "The Capital Project Plan will necessitate infrastructure improvements on campus. 
These will include continued repair and upgrade of sewer lines to restore capacity; 
the potential construction of new water mains and one or more pump stations; and 
construction and/or expansion of storm water management facilities. As one 
component of these activities the University recently completed a root cleaning 
project on the southern interceptor, restoring capacity that had been lost over the 
years. Additionally, UAlbany may need to discuss and integrate its infrastructure 
needs with those of the City of Albany and the Town of Guilderland, especially 
with respect to wastewater and storm water management." In short, the impacts 
and mitigating measures for water and storm water have not been determined. Is 
that correct? 

With respect to portion of the question dealing with on-campus infrastructure, as noted elsewhere herein, appropriate on 
campus sewer line maintenance and repair were measures noted as being necessary to restore capacity. The University 
recently has executed a five year contract for the inspection, cleaning and repairs to the campus catch basin system and an 
additional multi-year contract for the inspection and slip lining of storm and sewer lines throughout the campus. With respect to 
the portion of the question dealing with off-campus infrastructure, the University and its consultants have met, talked by phone, 
or otherwise communicated with City of Albany Water Department staffs multiple times since October 5, 2009 to discuss 
potential sewer connection options. These communications have occurred with knowledge of constraints represented by a 
Consent Order with the NYSDEC, sewer capacities, and pump station capacities. These communications will be ongoing to 
evaluate options for storm water and wastewater generated on the UAlbany campus.  

  
 

 
Kathleen Johnson – Verbal comments at the public hearing 01/14/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail 

 
Response 

1 n/a I do not want SUNY Albany to build student housing or any type of 
environmentally and aesthetically unpleasing buildings in my or my neighbors' 
yards. 

Comment noted. 

2 n/a I'm disappointed with Mayor Jennings' offer to help with this project without 
acreage, without negotiations or some concessions in return. 

Comment noted. 

  
 

 
Joe Cunniff, Sr. – Verbal comments at the public hearing 01/14/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 page 87 It seems you are sensitive to the fact that the City of Albany is under a consent 
order regarding combined sewer overflows, overflow occurrences. I think you 
meant to say a combined sewer system that contributes back flows into homes 
and into manholes and to ground surfaces. 

The commenter notes two discrete issues facing the City of Albany with regard to its sewer system. One is that it has 
combined sewers, that is, sewers that collect both sanitary and storm flow. In rainy weather, the storm water that does not 
percolate into the ground runs off into catch basins into these sewers where the sanitary wastewater and storm water is 
combined. When storms are heavy enough, the sewers cannot manage the amount of water flowing to them. Relief points, or 
combined sewer overflows (CSOs), are built into the system and have been present for many decades. These CSOs allow 
these combined waters to discharge into receiving streams; the water quality issue is that CSOs are often untreated when they 
discharge to these receiving streams. Solutions are often expensive and require time to resolve; most older cities are working 
their way through this issue. As Mr. Cunniff notes, there is a second issue facing the City, one relating to this same condition. 
In some areas of the City, the capacity of the sewers has become limited and the combined sanitary and storm water has 
released homes and manholes instead of to CSO discharges. These occurrences are the subject of a consent order with the 
NYSDEC and the City, specifically to the Beaver Creek trunk sewer. 

2 n/a From what I read in your environmental impact study, you have plans to hook up 
to the Beaver Creek trunk sewer if you determine that is possible. To the best of 
my knowledge, that is a combined sewer system, not a sanitary sewer system and 
at this point in time goes down to Lincoln Park. Behind community gardens there's 
a ravine and there's not only manhole covers, but more of a grading and the back 
overflows on a regular basis with no SPDES permit. What happens, they are 
creating a huge health hazard for the residents in the City of Albany. Hooking up 
to that line with any amount of new sanitary sewers will trigger that problem. 

The potential option involving a connection to the City of Albany system via the Beaver Creek trunk sewer is not considered 
viable by the University, as verified by the evaluations of C.T. Male in the consultant’s report of February 2, 2010, which has 
been submitted to the City (see Appendix J to this FGEIS). 
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Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

3 page 87 You also mention hooking up to the Woodville Pump Station, which is a sanitary 
sewer connection. And you're not supposed to hook up to sanitary sewer water. If 
you add a third pump to that pump station, the overflows that occur into the creek 
that is nearby, which is a tributary to the, a tributary to the Krumkill, this third pump 
would be handling that until there are overflows. I believe adding 500 new beds to 
that connection n is going to contribute to downstream problems for our citizens 
and combined sewer overflow into the Hudson River. 

The commenter is incorrect, as supported by the original data developed by C.T. Male in its report of February 2, 2010, that 
has been submitted to the City in support of discussions between the University and the City As noted in response to Question 
1 in this section, this study has confirmed the viability of several options, a primary option has been recommended by 
engineering consultants, and the City has indicated that the Woodville connection is viable. 
 
In a memo dated February 17, 2010, the City’s consultant, Hershberg & Hershberg, having reviewed the C.T. Male report 
recommended to the City that the sewer connection be approved (see Appendix Q of this FGEIS) ), subject to sewer system 
mitigation that would offset any flows to the Woodville Pumping Station, subject to sewer system mitigation that would offset 
any flows to the Woodville Pumping Station. 

4 page 91 You also said you might move some of your load to the Guilderland sewer system. 
Then you go on to say one of your options, but it's probably a more expensive 
option, is to build a pump station to send the sanitary sewage to the Patroon 
Creek interceptor. Actually, I want to suggest you might want to go into that 
interceptor. That is a sanitary sewer with some capacity available. 

The comment is correct. The option to discharge to the Patroon Creek interceptor is one of the viable options contained in the 
C.T. Male report of February 2, 2010 referenced several times in these responses. However, this option has the disadvantage 
of being significantly more costly than other potential viable options. 

5 n/a In my hand I have a letter from DEC Derrick Korzman writing to John Cozer in July 
of 2009 indicating where he identified some problem areas in the City of Albany 
where no new connection should be made if we want to stay in compliance with 
the consent order. But you don't mention this particular order. It goes on to say 
that the City shall prohibit further sewer connection that would make sewer 
problems worse than any other areas of the City. SO I submit to you that we 
believe any connections to those sewer systems that you are talking about will, in 
the plan, would contribute to overflow problems that people have in their 
basements and that will jeopardize Albany residents. 

C.T. Male Associates (Latham, NY) prepared an analysis of the options available to UAlbany further detailing what was 
previously described in the DGEIS. Its report “Request for Sanitary Sewer Connection to the City of Albany System, SUNY 
Albany – New Dormitory” dated February 2, 2010 and submitted to the City of Albany is appendicized to this FGEIS. In its 
report, C.T. Male summarizes the Consent Order between the NYSDEC and the City of Albany. It involves a section of the 
City’s sewer system that flows to the Beaver Creek trunk sewer. None of the wastewater options under discussion between 
the University and its consultants and the City involve this option; it has been eliminated from consideration in 
acknowledgement of the issue noted in the Consent Order. The Consent Order does not apply to the areas of the City served 
by sewers that flow to the Woodville trunk sewer. A copy of the C.T. Male report, which includes the Consent Order, is 
appendicized to this FGEIS (see Appendix J). 

    
Ray Moran – Verbal comments at the public hearing 01/14/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a What studies have been done as to the impact of this development, on traffic flow, 
on congestion on the Western Avenue side? 

 The DGEIS addresses traffic at the Western Avenue entrance (see Appendix F in the DGEIS)..  

2 n/a Why isn't the Washington Avenue side, which is much more open and capable of 
accepting more traffic, being more seriously considered? 

The traffic issue is only one of several factors that were considered for the location of the Student Housing Project. In fact, 
other portions of the perimeter road and of the campus are characterized by more traffic than the southeast site that was 
selected. Additionally, as noted in the DGEIS and elsewhere in this FGEIS, the selection of the site for the Student Housing 
Project also was a function of the overall plan for the campus, and the siting of the other components of the Capital Project 
Plan.  

3 n/a And the National Criminal Justice Reference Service has repeatedly published 
articles concerning the layout and design of dorms and high-rise apartments as 
being difficult to police. Has this been considered? 

The University has extensive experience managing different types of student housing at the Uptown Campus from the high 
rise towers to units similar to those being planned for the Student Housing Project. The University has not experienced the 
issues raised. 

4 n/a The wooded area, what would be left of the wooded area, around dorms at the 
southeast corner of the campus would be extremely difficult to police. 

The University manages student housing at locations on campus with adjacent woodlots, such as Freedom Quad, and have 
not experienced the issues raised.  

5 n/a Would it be naïve to ask the University to take the initiative and try to get various 
government agencies and bureaucracies to cooperate with us and to plan the 
development of the Empire-- the Harriman Campus and Washington Avenue 
corridor with the various other bureaucracies. 

Comment noted. With respect to the Harriman Campus, the University is an involved agency due to the potential for activities 
at the Harriman Campus to impact the University's Uptown Campus. Additionally, the University has consistently interacted 
with the various governmental entities involved with the Harriman Campus, its most recent attempt to fully locate housing on 
the Harriman site having failed. 
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Ira Bloom – Verbal comments at the public hearing 01/14/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a How is the proposed destruction of a natural environment for this housing project 
at the southeast corner that will involve several acres that will need to be 
destroyed, how is this action consistent with the intent and spirit of a New York 
Environmental Conservation Law since other alternatives are available that do not 
involve the destruction of the natural environment. 

On page 17, paragraph 1 of the DGEIS, an explanation of the several criteria for the Student Housing Project is provided; 
these criteria were considered together. As is also noted in Section 2.1 of the DGEIS, there is a complex interaction of the 
components of this Capital Project Plan; a consideration in site selection for the components of the plan also is whether there 
are more limiting factors for the siting of one component of the Capital Project Plan than for others. Also, note that the SEQR 
regulations in 6 NYCRR Part 617.1 (d) state that "...it is the intention of this Part that a suitable balance of social, economic 
and environmental factors be incorporated into the planning and decision-making processes of state, regional and local 
agencies. It is not the intention of SEQR that environmental factors be the sole consideration in decision-making. With respect 
to this comment, the DGEIS documents that environmental and other considerations were evaluated with respect to the plan 
as a whole, as well as its individual components. 

    
Don Reeb – Verbal comments at the public hearing 01/14/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a Comments on the potential for future growth at the University's Uptown Campus, 
and of space limitations on the Uptown Campus. 

Comment noted. 

2 n/a We must at this time absolutely, without question, insist that the Harriman Campus 
be opened for expansion (of the University)….the development of which, I fact, 
pay taxes, as the buildings in the Nanotech Campus are. 

As noted elsewhere herein, the HRTDC has rejected a request by the University to use the Harriman Campus to completely 
locate student residential facilities. See the letter regarding HRTDC’s decision in Appendix N of this FGEIS. 

    
Frank Commisso, Jr. – Verbal comments at the public hearing 01/14/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a Comment noting the large number of people and entities that are in the City of 
Albany that may be receiving City services without a mechanism to charge these 
users for such services. 

The University has its own police department and provides its own ambulance functions – services typically provided by a 
municipality. In addition, the University pays the City of Albany over $3 million in water/sewer fees – the very highest rates in 
the City – rates that are 117 percent higher than residential/commercial rates and thus subsidize the City’s infrastructure 
network. Taking a wider view, the University is an economic engine for the City of Albany and the region. Through its 
academic and administrative units, the University partners with the City of Albany, its schools, and area not-for-profits on 
multiple initiatives which improve the quality of life. 
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Steve Burke – Verbal comments at the public hearing 01/14/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a I think people definitely need to look at the alternative sites (for the Student 
Housing Project) again if there is any way to do that for various reasons that 
people have expressed…The carrying capacity is not there. It is a suburban 
approach. You are putting high density Manhattan-style development into and 
there will be no mitigation. 

The site location has been thoroughly reviewed, as noted in the DGEIS and in these responses. As noted previously above, 
on page 17, paragraph 1 of the DGEIS, an explanation of the several criteria for the Student Housing Project is provided; 
these criteria were considered together. As is also noted in Section 2.1 of the DGEIS, there is a complex interaction of the 
components of this Capital Project Plan; a consideration in site selection for the components of the plan also is whether there 
are more limiting factors for the siting of one component of the Capital Project Plan than for others. Also, note that the SEQR 
regulations in 6 NYCRR Part 617.1 (d) state that "...it is the intention of this Part that a suitable balance of social, economic 
and environmental factors be incorporated into the planning and decision-making processes of state, regional and local 
agencies. It is not the intention of SEQR that environmental factors be the sole consideration in decision-making. With respect 
to this comment, the DGEIS documents that environmental and other considerations were evaluated with respect to the plan 
as a whole, as well as its individual components. Lastly, mitigation has been and continues to be incorporated into the design 
plan for the Student Housing Project as a direct result of the participation of the public in the SEQR process. This includes the 
inclusion of a berm and expansive plantings to buffer the project site from the adjacent neighborhood, and the potential 
acquisition (presently in process) of 3.3 acres from the Harriman campus so that the development can be located further from 
the neighborhood. 

    
Michael O’Brien – Verbal comments at the public hearing 01/14/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a I really think that is one of the reasons why last Monday the Harriman Campus 
Development Corp. rejected your request for the 11 acres (for a dormitory on the 
Harriman Campus) because you continue to say it would be done through the 
State Dormitory Authority, with ownership by SUNY Albany (rather than by a for-
profit entity that would pay taxes to the City). 

As noted elsewhere herein, the HRTDC has rejected a request by the University to use 11 acres on the Harriman Campus to fully locate 
the housing project (see the letter regarding HRTDC’s decision in Appendix N of this FGEIS). Ownership of the project was not 
discussed as an issue or reason for rejecting the proposal.  

2 n/a You haven't even spoken to the City about the combined sewer problem according 
to the Commissioner of the City of Albany. 

As noted in Mr. O'Brien's full comments, a meeting was held by the University's consultant at the offices of the City's Water 
Department on October 5, 2009 as a preliminary discussion relating to sewer connection alternatives for the Student Housing 
Project. As noted in responses to other comments above herein, these discussions have been ongoing, not with the 
Commissioner himself, but with staff in his department. 

3 n/a As you know, SUNY Albany, regardless of all the cultural contributions, pays 
absolutely no taxes to the City of Albany. 

The statement by Mr. O’Brien is misleading. While the University does not pay certain taxes, the University pays the City of 
Albany over $3 million in water/sewer fees – the very highest rates in the City – rates that are 117 percent higher than 
residential/commercial rates and thus subsidize the City’s infrastructure network. 

4 n/a I was also surprised that the engineering consultant couldn't even get the name of 
the main trunk sewer line - he called it the Washington Avenue line… perhaps you 
meant the Patroon Creek interceptor. 

Councilman O'Brien is correct. It is the Patroon Creek interceptor. Unfortunately the name was obtained from another study 
that had misnamed the sewer without any bearing, however, on capacities analyses and ongoing engineering and study. 

5 n/a A question was raised as to the validity of the site selection process for the 
Student Housing Project..  

The site location for the Student Housing Project has been thoroughly reviewed, as noted in the DGEIS and in these 
responses. As noted elsewhere herein, on page 17, paragraph 1 of the DGEIS, an explanation of the several criteria for the 
Student Housing Project is provided; these criteria were considered collectively. As is also noted in Section 2.1 of the DGEIS, 
there is a complex interaction of the components of this Capital Project Plan; a consideration in site selection for the 
components of the plan also is whether there are more limiting factors for the siting of one component of the Capital Project 
Plan than for others. 
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Doug Smith – Verbal comments at the public hearing 01/14/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a I think the University has a duty to really press harder on that (the nature of the 
HRTDC decision regarding the use of the Harriman Campus for the Student 
Housing Project). 

As noted elsewhere herein, the HRTDC has rejected a request by the University to use the Harriman Campus for a dormitory. 
The issue is that a dormitory represents an inconsistency with the long-term plan for the Harriman Campus, which includes not 
only for-profit developments that pay property taxes, but also developments that bring more jobs than a dormitory would. The 
HRTDC assumedly made this decision consistent with its Master Plan for the Harriman Campus. 

    
John Carstens, New York State Office of General Services (NYSOGS) - Written comments received 01/25/10 
 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a Any proposed access to the SUNY campus which involves the adjacent Harriman 
State Office Campus (SOC) and the “ring road” serving that area must take into 
consideration potential traffic and safety impacts on the SOC, both as currently 
configured and as outlined in the Harriman Campus Master Plan. 

There is no proposal for general access to the Harriman Campus from the University of Albany Campus in the Capital Project 
Plan. As part of the BRT route that may be selected for Project No. 11 (Bus Rapid Transit), a strictly controlled bus access 
may be proposed and the University will indeed work closely with OGS on any such infrastructure work.  

2 n/a Similarly, the proposed development of the southeast corner, which in part 
involves SOC property, should coordinate closely with OGS to assure avoidance 
or suitable mitigation of potential adverse access impacts to existing nearby uses, 
notably the ring service road and the neighboring sites occupied by the 
Department of State Police (DSP) and the State Emergency Management 
Organization (SEMO). 

As noted immediately preceding, access to or use of the ring road on the Harriman Campus is not proposed or anticipated as 
part of this Capital Project Plan. 

  
 

 
Michael Weisberg - Written comments received 01/22/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a … the University has not explained why the construction of a privately-owned, for-
profit, tax-paying dormitory is unacceptable. Such a dormitory would satisfy the 
University's need for student housing and the City of Albany's need for an 
increased tax base. Such a dormitory might also be built on the Harriman 
Campus, which has been designated for tax-paying enterprises including 
residential use. The University's refusal to entertain this option makes no sense. 

As thoroughly discussed in section 2.3 of the DGEIS, there are many different options for the provision of student housing. 
University priorities and the reasoning behind the selection and pursuit of the housing project (project 1 of Capital Project Plan) 
are fully discussed in this section. In other areas of the state and throughout the nation, private, tax-paying, third-party, profit-
making entities have built and located high-density student housing adjacent to, or nearby, campuses; but this type of 
development hasn’t emerged here next to UAlbany. HRTDC is the entity charged with planning and directing development of 
the Harriman Campus. Student housing, to date, has not been considered by HRTDC as a development goal. 

2 n/a The University has not explained why the proposed dormitory is the best possible 
use for the parcel under consideration. As the University has stated, SUNY Albany 
has limited space available on its uptown campus. The dormitory will consume 
one of the largest parcels still available for development. Once this parcel is 
dedicated to dormitory use, it will not be available for other purposes. Other sites 
are available for a dormitory. It is in the University's interest to ensure that this 
parcel is preserved for its best use. Ideally, this best use will also be more 
acceptable to the University's neighbors than the proposed dormitory, which 
presents the numerous issues that other commenters have already raised. 

The DGEIS has explained on page 17 and elsewhere that the selection of the site for the Student Housing Project was part of 
a planning process that did not consider only best use of the selected location, but best use in the context of the other 
elements of the Capital Project Plan. Those considerations were presented in the DGEIS, wherein a hierarchical series of 
criteria for and needs of the various elements of the Capital Project Plan were described. This Capital Project Plan is being 
evaluated in a DGEIS under SEQRA because of the recognition of this interaction of many of its elements. Specifically with 
regard to land use planning, the location selected for the housing project conforms with University land use planning 
principles, as described in section 2.3 of the DGEIS, among other criteria. 
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Robert Cherry – NYSDOT R-1 – Written comments received 01/22/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a All of the intersections included in Delta Engineering's analysis are either located 
on the main SUNY campus or local roads surrounding the campus. Although 
Washington Avenue is owned and maintained by the City of Albany, at the 
intersection identifies as ' Intersection 6' (I-90 East, Exit 2/Washington Avenue), 
NYSDOT region One maintains the signal. The intersection currently operates at 
an overall level of service F, and Delta Engineering's analysis indicates that this 
intersection will experience an additional 4 seconds of delay associated with the 
proposed improvements. While this is indeed a minor increase in delay, our Traffic 
and Safety Group will monitor this intersection and will adjust the signal timing as 
necessary to ensure that additional traffic generated from the proposed efforts 
does not cause the exiting I-90 traffic to back up onto the mainline facility 

Comment noted. Delta Engineers, in its 2009 draft report, indicated that the “intersection is failing as a whole (overall LOS=F) 
due to insufficient capacity on Washington Ave. and to/from I-90” rather than due to issue related to the Uptown Campus. The 
University is unaware of the source of Mr. Cherry’s information that: “The intersection currently operates at an overall level of 
service F, and Delta Engineering's analysis indicates that this intersection will experience an additional 4 seconds of delay 
associated with the proposed improvements.” 

2 n/a The impacts identified within the DGEIS are listed for each individual project/action 
rather than for the entirety of the proposal. In order to evaluate the cumulative 
impacts, including traffic, all the projects within the Capital Plan should be 
combined. 

As noted in the DGEIS and elsewhere herein, no net increase in vehicular traffic is anticipated on campus as a result of the 
implementation of the Capital Project Plan. Projects are intended to either: (1) provide additional space for existing programs, 
such as the Business School Building and the Campus Center Addition; (2) provide surge space to allow for the multi-decade 
renovation of the buildings on the Academic Podium, such as the Multi-Discipline Science Surge Building; (3) aesthetic 
improvements to the campus, such as the Northern Landscape Improvement Project; or (4) other related improvements. The 
implementation of these projects is not intended or anticipated to increase the vehicular visits to and from the campus. This 
point is emphasized in Table 3.10-1, where no operational impacts in transportation are noted for the project elements, and in 
Table 3.10-2, where potential impacts include the potential for reduction in campus traffic due to increased options for mass 
transit. Therefore, the comment as noted has been addressed. 

3   The analysis did not include the Fuller Road/Washington Avenue Extension 
intersection. (As a follow up to confirm the reasoning for the exclusion, we were 
informed that Albany County's proposed intersection improvement takes all of 
SUNY's expansion into consideration - see comments relative to this perspective 
below.) 

There is no justification made by NYSDOT for the evaluation of the noted intersection as part of this SEQR process. As noted 
herein, implementation of the Capital Project Plan will not involve additional vehicular trips to or from the Uptown Campus. 
This assumption has been confirmed by Delta Engineers as part of its ongoing traffic and pedestrian study of the Uptown 
Campus (see letter in Appendix K of this FGEIS).Therefore, with no impacts to this off-campus intersection from the Capital 
Project Plan, there was no reason to analyze this intersection. 

4   Being aware of the College of Nanoscale Science & Engineering's expansion, it is 
not clear why SUNY's Capital Plan does not address the cumulative effects of the 
expansion on both SUNY campuses; especially given the proximity of one another 
and the influences that each will have on the surrounding areas. 

This DGEIS does not address impacts on the Fuller Road properties, as these facilities are owned and operated by the Fuller 
Road Management Corporation (FRMC), a private not-for-profit corporation. CNSE is one of numerous tenants, public and 
private, occupying space in the FRMC facilities. Also, as noted in the response to Comment 2 from this commenter, there will 
be no net increase in vehicular traffic from the implementation of the Capital Project Plan and, therefore, no cumulative impact 
on traffic and/or transportation attributable to this Capital Project Plan. Evaluations of the potential impacts on traffic and/or 
transportation from future development on the FRMC developed properties, if any, are the obligation of FRMC, to that extent 
that such obligation may apply, not to the SEQR process for the Capital Project Plan. 

5   Relative to SUNY's College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering campus 
expansion, (notice received via correspondence dated August 28, 2006) the traffic 
related component was summarized as follows: maximum number of AM peak 
and PM peak hour trips were estimated to be 280 and 386 respectively. These 
numbers on their own would warrant a traffic study to evaluate how these trips 
would be affecting the local roadways and highways. Two years later, we received 
a Notice of Determination of Non-Significance (dated August 13, 2008), albeit the 
number of employees identified in the letter doubled (from the initial letter) from 
400 to 800 and the number of parking spaces increased from 400 to 550. Under 
Reasons Supporting this Determination, the document states "The amended 
action will encourage or attract a large number of people to the campus compared 
to the number of people who presently come to the campus, thus increasing 
traffic". This statement seems to completely contradict the Notice of Determination 
of Non-Significance. 

As noted in the response directly preceding, this Capital Project Plan anticipates no net change in campus vehicular traffic. 
Therefore, potential issues relating to impacts from the FRMC Nanotech facility are related to the FRMC facilities alone. 
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Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

6   Further the document states that "the lead agency notes that Albany County is 
undertaking a traffic improvement project in the area of the proposed action which 
will consider impacts and mitigations related to traffic generated by the proposed 
action in combination with a number of other growth factors affecting this area" 
and concludes that Albany County is "the appropriate agency to evaluate traffic 
impacts". While we are aware of Albany County's Fuller Road project, and the 
substantial effort Albany county has devoted to developing alternatives that would 
address the current and future capacity related needs of the Fuller 
Road/Washington Avenue Extension intersection, a means to fund such a project 
has not

The SEQRA process for this Capital Project Plan does not "rely on" Albany County's Fuller Road project to mitigate potential 
impacts from elements of the Capital Project Plan cumulatively or individually. As noted herein, this Capital Project Plan 
anticipates no net change in campus vehicular traffic; therefore, no mitigation is necessary. Please not e that the University 
has been informed on February 16, 2009 by Michael Franchini, Commissioner, Albany County Department of Public Works, 
that (see Appendix O of this FGEIS): (1) on October 13, 2009 Albany County awarded the construction contract for the Fuller 
Road Improvement Project to Rifenburg Construction of Troy, NY; (2) On December 7, 2009, Rifenburg Construction was 
issued a notice to proceed with construction by Albany County; and (3) the construction schedule indicates a completion date 
for the southern section of this project from Western Avenue to Washington Avenue during the 2010 construction season, 
which usually ends in November 2010; the construction of the southern section includes the roundabout at the Fuller 
Road/Tricentennial Drive intersection. 
 

 been identified, and should not be conveyed as a 'sure thing.' Yet, both 
SUNY SEQRS rely on Albany county to make improvements to this intersection to 
alleviate traffic impacts created through the SUNY projects. Further, the University has been informed by Albany County that the design LOS for the intersection at Fuller Road/ 

Tricentennial Drive after completion of the roundabout will be A in all directions. 
7   In summary: To understand the full implications of large developments/projects 

such as these (the e College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering expansion 
and SUNY's Capital Project Plan), they should have been reviewed 'together' - the 
most recent SEQR document addressing the incremental impacts associated with 
that action, in addition to other past, present or reasonably foreseeable future 
actions - regardless of what agency/entity/person undertakes such other action. 
As it pertains to traffic, whether it is roadways and/or intersections, each additional 
project that induces additional trips adds to the operational degradation of the 
facility, and should be responsible for the influence upon them. As neither SUNY 
SEQR includes an evaluation of the Fuller Road/Washington Avenue Extension 
intersection or acknowledges traffic generated from prior expansion plans, we 
believe SUNY's Capital Plan DGEIS is deficient. 

The commenter's premise is incorrect. Since this Capital Project Plan anticipates no net change in campus vehicular traffic, no 
mitigation is necessary. Accordingly, the discussion and quantification of traffic impacts raised by other entities and activities in 
the area is inappropriate and unnecessary in this DGEIS. Moreover, prior development of the Fuller Road, CNSE-leased 
facilities, was implemented by FRMC. 

  
 

 
JoEllen Keenan-Gardner - Written comments received 01/22/10 
 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a They say a picture is worth a thousand words. As such, what would be the true Comment noted. The project will be required to address storm water in a manner that does not impact the adjacent 
neighborhood. The present (preliminary) grading plans for the development would redirect storm water to Indian Pond. As a 
result, the development of the site may partly ameliorate some of the reported storm water issues in the adjacent 
neighborhood. 

 
environmental impact of additional runoff if you move forward with your plans to 
build a 500-bed dormitory on a hill hovering over Tudor Road if our neighborhood 
can't accommodate current storm runoff? 

2   I don't believe your Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement adequately or 
specifically illustrates how replacing natural lands with concrete and pavement will 
affect the adjacent residential neighborhoods. That said, I strongly oppose

Comment noted. 

 
construction of dorms in the southeast corner of the UAlbany campus. 

  
 

 
Robert Derico - DASNY - Written comments received on 01/22/10 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a Table 1.6-1 Permits and Approvals should be revised to include DASNY’s 
funding approval: “Authorization of the Expenditure of Bond Proceeds.” 

While Table 1.6-1 was not anticipated to be all-inclusive, this indeed is a critical approval, and is noted. See revised Table 
1.6.1, accompanying these responses. 



 

 

 

I:\Nys-Ogs.2069\42606.SUNY ALbany\Docs\FGEIS\DGEIS Responses-2-19-2010.doc   Page 20 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

2   1.  Within Section 3.3 Water Supply and Wastewater, subsection 3.3.1 Existing 
Conditions, on page 87 of the DGEIS, and on page 90 in subsection 3.3.2 
Potential Impacts, the first paragraph notes that, “The City of Albany is under 
consent order with the NYSDEC for certain sections of its system that are tributary 
to the South Wastewater Treatment Plant (Order on Consent DEC Case No. R4-
2008-0912-137, February 12, 2009). The Consent Order was placed on the City 
as a result of combined sewer overflow (sanitary and storm water contributions) 
occurrences that create backflows into homes and from manholes onto ground 
surfaces.” Additionally, the next paragraph states that, “Western Avenue 
connections, depending on location, either flow to the Woodville Pumping Station 
watershed or to the Beaver Creek Trunk Sewer. Although capacity in the two 
Western Avenue sewers is limited, either connection would be viable, provided 
that the stipulations in the Consent Order are met. The Consent Order stipulates 
that the City cannot increase the frequency and duration of combined sewer 
overflow events that are presently occurring.” 

Comment noted. 
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Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

3   Please provide the quantitative analysis of the existing and available capacities at 
the pumping stations and in the trunk lines, as well as the amount of wastewater 
and storm water to be generated by the proposed dormitories. 

With respect to issues raised regarding the impacts of the discharge of sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project, 
C.T. Male Associates (Latham, NY) prepared an analysis of the options available to UAlbany. Its report “Request for Sanitary 
Sewer Connection to the City of Albany System, SUNY Albany – New Dormitory” dated February 2, 2010 and submitted to the 
City of Albany is appendicized to this FGEIS (see Appendix J). In summary, C.T. Male quantitatively evaluated four options for 
the discharge of sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project: 
 
Option A – connect to the City of Albany system via the Woodville Pump Station. 
Option B – connect to the City of Albany system via the Beaver Creek trunk sewer. 
Option C – connect to the Town of Guilderland system. 
Option D – connect to the northern portion of the City of Albany system. 
 
The portion of the City of Albany system served by the Beaver Creek trunk sewer is the subject of a consent order with the 
NYSDEC restricting additional flows; this was confirmed with flow monitoring conducted as part of this study. For this reason 
Option B was eliminated from consideration. With respect to Option C, the Town of Guilderland indicated to C.T. Male that its 
system had the capacity to accept the sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project, subject to a connection 
mitigation fee. A pump station might be required to assist in the transmission of the flow. The conclusion is that this is a viable 
option for the project. Option D has been indicated by the City of Albany to C.T. Male as a viable option as this portion of the 
City’s system does not have CSO issues, and has adequate hydraulic capacity. Option A was recommended. Option A does 
not include or impact the areas of the City that have been subject to the issues covered in the Consent Order with the 
NYSDEC.  
 
It is important to note that flow capacity was confirmed by actual flow measurements collected in December 2009, a review of 
daily flow logs from the Woodville Pump Station, and discussions with City personnel. The City has suggested that it may 
require the University to install a wastewater grinder pump for its sanitary flow. Otherwise, this option appears to be 
implementable and approvable. In a memo dated February 17, 2010, the City’s consultant, Hershberg & Hershberg, having 
reviewed the C.T. Male report recommended to the City that the sewer connection be approved (see Appendix Q of this 
FGEIS) ), subject to sewer system mitigation that would offset any flows to the Woodville Pumping Station. 
 
With respect to storm water, the DGEIS presents estimates of storm water that will be generated by the implementation of 
these projects and the resulting creation of increased impervious surfaces. Storm water management may be incorporated 
into site and project designs and utilize on site retention (such as below ground basins or in-pipe storage); new on-campus, 
above ground retention basins or; through discussions with the City or the Town of Guilderland, discharge to their storm 
systems. These options are considered reasonable; however, given the potential for issues with sewer capacities, they will be 
subject to site-specific storm water studies that may be required by the municipalities before they will accept storm water into 
their sewer systems. Another common practice for cost-effective storm water management is the use of offsets, that is, the 
design of on-site controls for storm water discharges at an existing site, allowing storm water discharges from a new project; 
this option also would be subject to the approval of the municipal authority. 
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Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

4   Also, so as not to be in violation with the existing consent order, please document 
how these new sources will be mitigated and if there are any other alternatives to 
address the sanitary and storm water issue. 

As noted in the response to Question 3 by this commenter, it has been confirmed that there are viable options for transmitting 
the sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project without using the sewers in the area of the City that are connected 
to the Beaver Creek trunk sewer and are the subject of the NYSDEC Consent Order.  
 
With respect to storm water, the DGEIS presents estimates of storm water that will be generated by the implementation of 
these projects and the resulting creation of increased impervious surfaces. Storm water management may be incorporated 
into site and project designs and utilize on site retention (such as below ground basins or in-pipe storage); existing on site 
detention, such as Indian Pond); new on-campus, above ground retention basins or; through discussions with the City of 
Albany or the Town of Guilderland, discharge to their storm systems. These options are considered reasonable; however, 
given the potential for issues with storm water, they will be subject to site-specific storm water studies that may be required by 
the municipalities before they will accept storm water into their systems. Another common practice for cost-effective storm 
water management is the use of offsets, that is, the design of on-site controls for storm water discharges at an existing site, 
allowing storm water discharges from a new project; this option also would be subject to the approval of the municipal 
authority. 
 
This last approach (development of a specific option and integrating it into the project) is consistent with the expectations of 
the generic environmental impact process under SEQR. This process does not require that these issues be quantitatively 
addressed at this time for all potential projects subject to the generic EIS process, rather that reasonable options are available 
and thresholds be established for additional SEQR evaluation. Based on the DGEIS and FGEIS, the Findings Statement in 
the next step of this process will contain appropriate thresholds for sanitary and storm water that may be used to require a 
supplemental EIS to be prepared for a specific project. 

5   Additionally, please set forth the extent to which any of the other 12 Proposed 
Project components included in the Capital Project Plan will discharge wastewater 
and/or storm water directed to those facilities utilizing this existing infrastructure 
noted to have “limited capacity,” the expected impacts, and proposed mitigation. 

(1) As noted elsewhere herein, appropriate on campus sewer line maintenance and repair were measures noted as being 
necessary to restore capacity. The University recently has executed a five year contract for the inspection, cleaning and 
repairs to the campus catch basin system and a multi-year contract for the inspection and slip lining of storm and sewer 
lines throughout the campus.  

(2) With respect to the portion of the question dealing with off-campus infrastructure, the University's consultant has met, 
talked by phone, or otherwise communicated with City of Albany Water Department staffs numerous times since October 
5, 2009 to discuss potential sewer connection options. These communications have occurred with knowledge of 
constraints represented by a Consent Order with the NYSDEC, sewer capacities, and pump station capacities. These 
communications will be ongoing to evaluate options for storm water and wastewater generated on the UAlbany campus.  

(3) For other projects, storm water management will be an integral aspect of project design and may include: on site storm 
water retention; discharge of storm water to City of Albany or Town of Guilderland storm sewers, subject to the 
concurrence of the municipalities and a demonstration that such discharge will not significantly impact storm sewers and 
related storm water issues, such as combined sewer overflows; and/or implementing on site controls for other storm water 
generated on the Uptown Campus such that it offsets storm water discharges from a new project. These options will be 
implemented based on project specific designs and discussions with the municipalities about specific sewer conditions 
during project planning for a specific project. 

 
This last approach is consistent with the expectations of the generic environmental impact process under SEQR. This process 
does not require that these issues be quantitatively addressed at this time for all potential projects subject to the generic EIS 
process, rather that reasonable options are available and thresholds be established for additional SEQR evaluation. These 
thresholds are contained in the FGEIS. 
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Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

6   1.  As noted in Section 3.10 Transportation, a traffic study was completed for a 
project unrelated to the Capital Project Plan in the vicinity of the UAlbany Campus. 
This study, along with the pedestrian and traffic improvement study performed by 
Delta Engineers in 2008, are being referenced as a baseline to demonstrate the 
existing levels of service (“LOS”) in the area of the campus. In subsection 3.10.1 
Existing Conditions, Road Network at the bottom of page 157, the DGEIS 
states “Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. (“GPI”) prepared a traffic analysis on behalf of 
the Albany County Department of Public Works (“DPW”) for a redesign and 
reconstruction of Fuller Road, from Washington Avenue to Western Avenue.” The 
narrative goes on to say, “GPI used 2007 as the base year for the traffic analysis. 
Peak hourly traffic is the 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. period, during which the total 
number of vehicles approached 1500 (source: Albany County DPW, October 
2007; referenced in GPI 2008). The analysis indicated that, with projected traffic 
volumes and intersection configurations, in the year 2029, based on regional 
growth projections, the Railroad Avenue and Western Avenue intersections with 
Fuller Road will be operating at a LOS of E, defined as “poor.” 

Comment noted. 

7   Additionally, in the middle of page 158, the DGEIS notes that “As part of a 
pedestrian and traffic improvement study performed for the University, Delta 
Engineers (Binghamton, NY) (Delta Engineers 2008) performed a traffic 
evaluation of major intersections on and off the Uptown Campus. The study 
included the collection of traffic counts and modeling of LOS at these 
intersections, as well as the increase of recommended improvements on LOS. 
The traffic counts reported here were taken on April 29, 2009 at 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m.; a month earlier, Delta Engineers performed preliminary evaluations to 
determine the busiest day and the peak period for more intensive analysis. The 
study confirmed the long expressed observation on campus that traffic on the 
perimeter road is significantly heavier along the northwest portion as compared to 
the southeast portion — data indicated a fivefold increase along the northwest 
stretch of the road as compared to the southeast portion during the same peak 
period. 

Comment noted. 

8   The Delta Engineers (2008) traffic study looked at 15 intersections in and around 
the UAlbany campus. The Delta Engineers “traffic study included modeling 
“Anticipated Design” which included the following assumptions: increased campus 
enrollment for Fall 2009; an expected increase in traffic from the NanoTech 
facilities from growth, with the increase applied to the Fuller/Tricentennial and 
University Drive/Tricentennial intersections; the addition of Project No. 1 (Student 
Housing Project) with 500 new beds in the southeast corner of campus; and the 
addition of 12 BRT buses per hour. 

Comment noted. 
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9   The data derived from the traffic study completed by Delta Engineers, located at 
Appendix F in the DGEIS, indicates that six intersection currently operate at LOS 
E (Poor, unstable flow) or LOS F (Failing, forced or breakdown flow). Additionally, 
another intersection will be impacted from the above assumptions and reduced 
from its current LOS of D (Acceptable, approaching unstable flow) to LOS of F. 

In its draft traffic report, the Tricentennial Drive intersection with Fuller Road was anticipated by Delta Engineers to go from an 
LOS of D to F. However, this evaluation did not take into effect the proposed roundabout at this location by Albany County as 
part of the Fuller Road improvement project. The University has been informed by Albany County that the design LOS for the 
intersection at Fuller Road/ Tricentennial Drive after completion of the roundabout will be A in all directions. 
 
The University has been informed on February 16, 2009 by Michael Franchini, Commissioner, Albany County Department of 
Public Works, that (see Appendix O of this FGEIS): (1) on October 13, 2009 Albany County awarded the construction contract 
for the Fuller Road Improvement Project to Rifenburg Construction of Troy, NY; (2) On December 7, 2009, Rifenburg 
Construction was issued a notice to proceed with construction by Albany County; and (3) the construction schedule indicates 
a completion date for the southern section of this project from Western Avenue to Washington Avenue during the 2010 
construction season, which usually ends in November 2010; the construction of the southern section includes the roundabout 
at the Fuller Road/Tricentennial Drive intersection. The University has been informed by the County that, based on modeling 
performed for this project, the design LOS (following completion of the project) at the Fuller Road/Tricentennial Drive 
intersection will be “A” in all directions. 

10   Please describe the mitigation for the worsening of the traffic flows noted within 
the study. 

The draft Delta traffic report only found two locations where a decrease in LOS would occur in the future: at the intersection of 
Tricentennial Drive with Fuller Road (as noted in the preceding comment and response), and at the internal intersection on the 
Uptown Campus at University Drive West and Tricentennial Drive in the southbound direction . In this latter instance, the LOS 
would decrease from B to C and the traffic consultant has indicated “No Improvements Proposed” in its study. These two 
locations are interrelated, and are more related to traffic issues on Fuller Road than on the Uptown Campus. 
 
It is important to note that no net new vehicular trips are anticipated by the implementation of these projects, since they will not 
bring new vehicles to the campus. The primary functions of the building construction in the Capital Project Plan are to provide 
(1) additional space for existing campus functions (such as Project No. 2 – Campus Center Master Plan; Project No. 3 – 
Construct New Business School Building; Project no. 4 - Relocate Data Center); (2) in part or in full, to provide surge space for 
the long term program of renovations of other academic buildings on campus (such as Project No. 1 – Student Housing 
Project; Project No. 3 – Construct New Business School Building; Project No. 9 – Multi-Discipline Science Surge Building); (3) 
to improve campus infrastructure, its aesthetics, or its sustainability (such as Project No. 5 – Implement Various Athletic 
Department Improvements; Project No. 6 – Purple Path Continuation; Project No. 7 Northern Landscape Improvement 
Project); (4) or to replace infrastructure lost through other construction (Project No. 8 – State Quad Parking Lot Expansion). 
None of these objectives involves an increase in visitors, students, faculty or staff. 
 
Also, a traffic plan will be developed by the University in consultation with the City of Albany and the Town of Guilderland to 
address game day traffic relating to significant events at the improved athletic facilities (Project No. 5). Additionally, the 
University has recently (February 18, 2010) confirmed with the Deputy Commissioner of the NYSOGS that parking lots on the 
Harriman Campus could be made available for surge space parking (with University shuttles) for any large events that may be 
programmed at the University, including events associated with Project No. 5, Implement Various Athletic Improvements. 

11   Also, please elaborate as to how the development of the additional 12 
components of the Capital Project Plan will impact these already declining 
conditions, including any proposed mitigation measures. 

As noted herein, this Capital Project Plan anticipates no net change in campus vehicular traffic; therefore, no mitigation is 
necessary. The primary functions of the building construction in the Capital Project Plan are to provide additional space for 
existing campus functions (such as Project No. 2 – Campus Center Master Plan; Project No. 3 – Construct New Business 
School Building; Project no. 4 - Relocate Data Center); in part or in full, to provide surge space for the long term program of 
renovations of other academic buildings on campus (such as Project No. 1 – Student Housing Project; Project No. 3 – 
Construct New Business School Building; Project No. 9 – Multi-Discipline Science Surge Building); to improve campus 
infrastructure, its aesthetics, or its sustainability (such as Project No. 5 – Implement Various Athletic Department 
Improvements; Project No. 6 – Purple Path Continuation; Project No. 7 Northern Landscape Improvement Project); or to 
replace infrastructure lost through other construction (Project No. 8 – State Quad Parking Lot Expansion). 



 

 

 

I:\Nys-Ogs.2069\42606.SUNY ALbany\Docs\FGEIS\DGEIS Responses-2-19-2010.doc   Page 25 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

12   Also, the graphic related to the Delta Engineers study notes that an additional 
intersection, labeled Intersection 14 on the graphic, will also deteriorate when 
burdened with the assumptions noted above. If this graphic is correct, please 
update the data within the table for Intersection 14 to note the anticipated LOS. 

Delta Engineers, in its draft 2009 report, initially overstated the impact of the Student Housing Project on traffic at local 
intersections. Delta re-evaluated traffic generation characteristics for the new Student Housing Project based on actual peak 
hour traffic counts at Empire Commons, an established on-campus student housing project. Vehicular activity at Empire 
Commons led Delta to significantly reduce the anticipated vehicular trips by 49% from the new Student Housing Project during 
peak hours from that reported in the DGEIS. Delta concluded that when this modification was made to model inputs, the result 
was no degradation of LOS to intersections with Western Avenue, even if University Place was closed as an option for 
vehicles to exit campus. Delta also acknowledged that this modified assumption would result in “either no net change or a net 
increase in traffic volumes at the entrances on Washington Avenue and Fuller Road” (see Appendix K to this FGEIS). 

13   ·    Furthermore, in Section 3.10.2. Potential Impacts, Operational Phase, at the 
bottom of page 162, the DGEIS notes that “The new Student Housing Project 
DGEIS – University at Albany, SUNY Capital Project Plan actually may reduce on-
campus traffic since a number of current commuters will reside in the new 
housing, therefore negating their need to commute. As noted in the traffic study 
performed by Delta Engineers (2009), consideration of this project did not 
adversely affect the LOS at the nearby Western Avenue/Entrance Road South 
intersection where the LOS in all directions will remain good or better; nor will the 
intersection of the Perimeter Road with the entry to the University Administration 
Building, just south of the site of the Student Housing Project, decrease from 
either A or B in all directions. 

Delta Engineers, in its draft 2009 report, initially overstated the impact of the Student Housing Project on traffic at local 
intersections. Delta re-evaluated traffic generation characteristics for the new Student Housing Project based on actual peak 
hour traffic counts at Empire Commons, an established on-campus student housing project. Vehicular activity at Empire 
Commons led Delta to significantly reduce the anticipated vehicular trips by 49% from the new Student Housing Project during 
peak hours from that reported in the DGEIS. Delta concluded that when this modification was made to model inputs, the result 
was no degradation of LOS to intersections with Western Avenue, even if University Place was closed as an option for 
vehicles to exit campus. Delta also acknowledged that this modified assumption would result in “either no net change or a net 
increase in traffic volumes at the entrances on Washington Avenue and Fuller Road” (see Appendix K to this FGEIS). 

14   (a) Please provide the quantitative analysis which can bolster the statement that 
the proposed dormitory will actually reduce traffic to and from the campus. 

(b) Please assess the extent to which the existing parking is adequate to handle 
the influx in the event that the students residing at the proposed dormitory 
decide to drive rather than walk.  

(c) Also, is the referenced Delta Engineering (2009) study new, or a typographical 
error, intended to reference the previously mentioned Delta Engineering 
(2008) study? 

(a) The new bed capacity will be used to provide beds to students who currently live on the Uptown Campus, but are in de 
facto triples or make-shift spaces. In addition, the new beds replace those lost during the rehab of existing dormitory 
rooms, thus reducing the number of occupied beds on campus. Some additional beds are being added to the total 
capacity in response to student demand for on campus living; for these beds, students who otherwise would have 
commuted to campus, contributing to daily vehicular traffic, will have their vehicles on campus, but only infrequently used. 
Therefore, in total, it is anticipated that the Student Housing Project and the associated parking will result in a reduction in 
the number of daily vehicular commuters. Delta Engineers, which is in the process of performing a traffic and pedestrian 
analysis of campus, has concurred with that assumption (see letter from Delta in Appendix K of this FGEIS).  

(b) Shuttle bus service will be extended to this location for those not wishing to walk. In addition, student parking stickers can 
be limited to the parking area at the Student Housing Project; thus providing no accommodations for the use of other lots.  

(c) The reference to a 2008 Delta study is a typo, and reference should be to the 2009 draft Delta study as cited in the 
DGEIS.  

15  The mitigation measures described for both section 3.3. Water Supply and 
Wastewater and section 3.10. Transportation do not describe the actual 
mitigation measures that will be utilized. Please provide specific information as to 
how the potential impacts from the Capital Project Plan will be mitigated. 

With respect to issues raised regarding the impacts of the discharge of sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project, 
C.T. Male Associates (Latham, NY) prepared an analysis of the options available to UAlbany. Its report “Request for Sanitary 
Sewer Connection to the City of Albany System, SUNY Albany – New Dormitory” dated February 2, 2010 and submitted to the 
City of Albany is appendicized to this FGEIS. In summary, C.T. Male evaluated four options for the discharge of sanitary 
wastewater from the Student Housing Project: 
 
Option A – connect to the City of Albany system via the Woodville Pump Station. 
Option B – connect to the City of Albany system via the Beaver Creek trunk sewer. 
Option C – connect to the Town of Guilderland system. 
Option D – connect to the northern portion of the City of Albany system 
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15   The portion of the City of Albany system served by the Beaver Creek trunk sewer is the subject of a consent order with the 
NYSDEC restricting additional flows; this was confirmed with flow monitoring conducted as part of this study. For this reason 
Option B was eliminated from consideration. With respect to Option C, the Town of Guilderland indicated to C.T. Male that its 
system had the capacity to accept the sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing Project, subject to a connection 
mitigation fee. A pump station might be required to assist in the transmission of the flow. The conclusion is that this is a viable 
option for the project. Option D has been indicated by the City of Albany to C.T. Male as a viable option as this portion of the 
City’s system does not have CSO issues, and has adequate hydraulic capacity. Option A was recommended. Option A does 
not include or impact the areas of the City that have been subject to the issues covered in the Consent Order with the 
NYSDEC. Flow capacity was confirmed by actual flow measurements collected in December 2009, a review of daily flow logs 
from the Woodville Pump Station, and discussions with City personnel. The City has suggested that it may require the 
University to install a wastewater grinder pump for its sanitary flow. Otherwise, this option appears to be implementable and 
approvable. In a memo dated February 17, 2010, the City’s consultant, Hershberg & Hershberg, having reviewed the C.T. 
Male report recommended to the City that the sewer connection be approved (see Appendix Q of this FGEIS), subject to 
sewer system mitigation that would offset any flows to the Woodville Pumping Station. 
 
With respect to sanitary wastewater from the Athletic Improvements (Project No. 6), A report by Clough Harbour and 
Associates (“Engineering Report Proposed Sanitary Extension” dated June 20, 2007), the consultant recommended that 
sanitary wastewater from that project would be sent to the Town of Guilderland system, and the Town had agreed that this 
option was acceptable. As other project move from the feasibility/planning stage to design, the City of Albany and/or the Town 
of Guilderland will be similarly consulted with respect to appropriate sanitary wastewater options based on sewer conditions 
and capacities at that time. 
 
Storm water from the Student Housing Project will be directed to Indian Pond, which had its hydraulic capacity increased by 
approximately 2 million gallons by the maintenance dredging program of 2008. The DGEIS indicated an estimated 1.1 million 
gallons of storm water to be generated by the new impervious surfaces from this project, or about 50% of the renewed Indian 
Pond capacity. For other projects, storm water management will be an integral aspect of project design and may include: on 
site storm water retention; discharge of storm water to City of Albany or Town of Guilderland storm sewers, subject to the 
concurrence of the municipalities and a demonstration that such discharge will not significantly impact storm sewers and 
related storm water issues, such as combined sewer overflows; and/or implementing on site controls for other storm water 
generated on the Uptown Campus such that it offsets storm water discharges from a new project.  
 
With respect to Transportation, as has been noted elsewhere in these responses to comments, as noted in the DGEIS and 
elsewhere herein, no net increase in vehicular traffic is anticipated on campus as a result of the implementation of the Capital 
Project Plan. Projects are intended to either: (1) provide additional space for existing programs, such as the Business School 
Building and the Campus Center Addition; (2) provide surge space to allow the long term renovation of the buildings on the 
Academic Podium, such as the Multi-Discipline Science Surge Building; (3) aesthetic improvements to the campus, such as 
the Northern Landscape Improvement Project; and (4) other related improvements. The implementation of these projects is 
not intended or anticipated to increase the vehicular visits to the campus. This point is emphasized in Table 3.10-1, where no 
operational impacts in transportation are noted for the project elements, and in Table 3.10-2, where potential impacts include 
the potential for reduction in campus traffic due to increased options for mass transit. Therefore, the comment as noted has 
been addressed. 

16   In compliance with 6 N.Y.C.R.R. § 617.10(c) the Final GEIS and subsequent 
Findings Statement must set forth the specific conditions or criteria under which 
the future actions[1] identified in the Draft GEIS will be undertaken or approved, 
including requirements for any subsequent SEQR compliance. This may include 
thresholds and criteria for supplemental EISs to reflect specific significant impacts, 
such as site specific impacts, that were not adequately addressed or analyzed in 
the GEIS. 

Comment noted. The Findings Statement for this SEQR process will include a tabulation of impacts, mitigation and specific 
threshold criteria for each component of the Capital Project Plan, for the elements of the Capital Project Plan evaluated as a 
whole, and for instances where cumulative impacts with other projects or activities have been noted.  



 

 

 

I:\Nys-Ogs.2069\42606.SUNY ALbany\Docs\FGEIS\DGEIS Responses-2-19-2010.doc   Page 27 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

17   Finally, pursuant to 6 N.Y.C.R.R. § 617.10(e), in connection with projects 
that are to be developed in phases or stages, the GEIS should address not 
only the site specific impacts of the individual project under consideration 
(i.e., the Student Housing Project), but also, in more general or conceptual 
terms, the cumulative impacts on the environment and the existing natural 
resource base of the series of projects that may be developed in the 
future. Hence, the GEIS must discuss the important elements and 
constraints present in the natural and cultural environment that may bear 
on the conditions of your decision on the immediate project. 

Comment noted. If and where appropriate, the Findings Statement for this SEQR process will note threshold criteria for the 
elements of the Capital Project Plan evaluated as a whole, and for instances where cumulative impacts with other projects or 
activities have been noted. 

  
 

 
 

Kenneth Markunas, New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation - Written comments received on 02/17/10 

Note: Although this letter was received considerably after the comment period ended on January 22, 2010, a response has been included here. 

Item 
Location in 
DGEIS Item Detail Response 

1 n/a Enclosed, please find a Request for Additional Archeology Information regarding 
the upcoming student housing project. In addition to addressing the archeology 
issue, our office will require more specific site and building information before we 
can offer our formal opinion of the various campus projects. At a minimum, our 
office will need plans and elevation drawings for the upcoming work (Student 
Housing and New Business School Building) so that we can complete our review 
on these specific projects. 

As of this writing, the requested information relating to the Student Housing Project has been submitted to NYSOPRHP, 
except for the designs plans and elevation drawings. These are in preparation and will be forwarded to the agency when at an 
appropriate level of completion. Similar information relating to the Business School Building will be forwarded as it becomes 
available. 

2 n/a Although we acknowledge the need for the new facilities and the direction of the 
projects, information beyond what is contained in the Capital Plan will be required 
in order for our office to fulfill its responsibilities under Section 14.09 (of the New 
York State Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law). 

The University is aware of this ongoing requirement with respect to the various elements of the Capital Project Plan and will 
work with the NYSOPRHP to provide the information that it needs for decision-making on a project by project basis, and as 
that information is developed. 
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Table 1.6-1 (revised). Permits and approvals. 
 Permit Activity Agency 

 Federal   

1 Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act 

Work within waters of the United States 
(including federal wetlands) USACE 

2 33 CFR Sections 322-323 Permits for work or discharges into 
navigable waters USACE 

 State   

3 ---- Authorization of the Expenditure of 
Bond Proceeds DASNY 

3 
Article 15 of the ECL 
(Protection of Waters, 6 
NYCRR Part 608) 

Work within protected water bodies 
(including dredging). NYSDEC 

4 
Section 401 of the Clean Water 
Act (401 Water Quality 
Certification) 

Certification is used to ensure that 
federal agencies issuing permits or 
carrying out direct actions which may 
result in a discharge to the waters of the 
United States do not violate New York 
State's water quality standards or impair 
designated uses. 

NYSDEC 

5 
Article 24 of the 
ECL(Freshwater Wetlands, 6 
NYCRR Part 663) 

Regulated activities that may impact a 
freshwater wetland. NYSDEC 

6 

Permit to Construct an Air 
Emission Source 
(Article 19 of ECL; 6 NYCRR 
Part 201) 

Permit to construct and operate an air 
emission source, if greater than 10 
million Btus. 

NYSDEC 

7 

Petroleum Bulk Storage  
(Articles 17, 37 & 40 of the ECL; 
6 NYCRR Parts 610, and 612-
614) 

Tank registrations. May include 
preparation and implementation of 
SPCC Plan. 

NYSDEC 

8 

SPDES General Permit for 
Storm Water Discharges from 
Construction Activity 
(GP-0-08-001) 

Storm water discharges from 
construction phase activities one-acre 
or greater. Includes preparation and 
implementation of SWPPP. 

NYSDEC, Guilderland (T), 
Albany (C) 

9 

SPDES Multi-Sector General 
Permit for Storm Water 
Discharges Associated with 
Industrial Activity 
(GP-0-06-002) 

Storm water discharges from certain 
industrial activities (i.e., vehicle 
maintenance). Includes preparation and 
implementation of SWPPP.  

NYSDEC 

10 

Permit to Construct an Air 
Emission Source 
(Article 19 of ECL; 6 NYCRR 
Part 201) 

Permit to construct and operate an air 
emission source. NYSDEC 

11 
SEQRA  
(Article 8 of the ECL; 6 NYCRR 
Part 617) 

Environmental impact assessment.  Lead Agency/University at 
Albany, SUNY 

12 SHPA Consultation for potential impact on 
cultural resources NYSOPRHP 

13 Code Compliance and 
Certificate of Occupancy 

NYS Building Code Review and 
approval to occupy building. 

University at Albany, 
SUNY, DASNY, SUCF 

14 Highway Work Permit Cuts and reconfiguration of entrances NYSDOT 

 Local   

15 Highway Work Permit Cuts and reconfiguration of entrances Guilderland (T), Albany 
(C), Albany County 

16 Sewer & Water Connections District extensions and approval of 
sanitary sewer and water connections. 

Guilderland (T), Albany 
(C) 
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Table 1.6-1 (revised). Permits and approvals. 
 Permit Activity Agency 

Acronyms 
Btu – British Thermal Unit 
DASNY – Dormitory Authority State of New York 
ECL – Environmental Conservation Law 
GP – General Permit 
NYCRR – New York Codes, Rules and Regulations 
NYS – New York State 
NYSDEC – New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
NYSDOT – New York State Department of Transportation 
NYSOGS – New York State Office of General Services 
NYSOPRHP – New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation 
ROW – Right-Of-Way 
SEQRA – State Environmental Quality Review Act 
SHPA – State Historic Preservation Act 
SPCC – Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure 
SPDES – State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
SUCF – SUNY Construction Fund 
SWPPP – Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
USACE – US Army Corps of Engineers 
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Mitigation Recommendations and Potential Thresholds for Further Evaluation 
Project 
Number 

 
Project 

 
Resource Impact Topic 

 
Impacts 

 
Mitigation/Recommendations1 

 
SEQR Thresholds for Further Evaluation2 

1. Student Housing Project – 
to serve as alternate 
housing as University 
renovates existing housing 
on a rotating basis; to 
respond to student demand 
for additional on campus 
housing. 

Land (Soils) • Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of 
clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with construction 

 

• Project activities requiring site clearing and/or excavation will 
include stabilization practices to minimize soil erosion. A 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be prepared 
to instruct personnel on mitigation measures to prevent pollutants 
in storm water runoff from entering surface waters. The SWPPP 
will be prepared in accordance with the NYSDEC SPDES General 
Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities, 
Permit No. GP-0-08-001 (effective April 2008). It will include 
erosion and sediment control facilities that consider the following 
documents: 
� NYSDEC Standards and Specifications for Erosion and 

Sediment Control (2005)3.  
� New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (the 

Design Manual) prepared by the Center for Watershed 
Protection for the NYSDEC (2008f). 

• In accordance with the General Permit, the University or its agent 
will be responsible to provide a qualified person to inspect 
disturbed areas for compliance with the SWPPP and the proposed 
erosion and sediment control measures. These inspections are to be 
completed at least every 7 days (1 inspection/week if disturbance 
<5 acres; 2/week if >5 acres). Based on the results of the 
inspection, the pollution prevention measures identified in the 
SWPPP are to be revised and implemented as appropriate by the 
Contractor within seven calendar days following the date of the 
inspection. Further mitigation measures are to be taken by the 
Contractor if warranted to keep sediment transport off site or 
discharge of sediment-laden runoff off site. 

 
Mitigation measures that may be employed to limit erosion include: 
• restricting the limits of construction to the minimum practicable 

area required to complete the work (including minimizing the 
location, number and width of required access routes) 

• restoring temporarily disturbed areas as soon as practicable to pre-
development conditions 

• avoiding steep slope areas to the north of the construction area to 
the extent practicable 

• minimizing the amount of bare soil exposed at one time 
• stockpiling material away from steep slopes and flowing water to 

minimize erosion 
• managing excess spoils off-site in accordance with applicable 

regulations (reuse alternatives should be considered by the 
contractor) 

• installing mulch and/or erosion control matting on disturbed areas 
• installing rip-rap or erosion control matting at the bottom of 

drainage  
 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

                                                      
1 Recommended mitigation measures may require approval by a body other than the University at Albany, SUNY. Recommendations are not considered mitigation to be implemented until they are authorized by permit and/or approval by the reviewing agency with authority to approve 
implementation. 
2 “SEQR Thresholds for Further Evaluation” refers to situations or limitations under which a supplemental environmental impact statement may be required (see Section 3 of this FGEIS for further explanation). 
3 References cited herein refer to the reference list in the DGEIS unless specifically noted. 
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Project 
Number 

 
Project 

 
Resource Impact Topic 

 
Impacts 

 
Mitigation/Recommendations1 

 
SEQR Thresholds for Further Evaluation2 

• installing silt fencing and hay bales on slopes and around 
stockpiled material 

• using trench plugs and dewatering equipment (i.e., pumps and 
hoses) to direct sediment laden water from dewatering operations 
to temporary sediment traps or other approved devices to allow for 
sedimentation prior to discharge to adjacent streams.  

 
In addition, after construction activities are completed, the following 
restoration measures will be implemented: 
• subsoil will be properly graded and scarified before topsoil is 

added (loosening the soil surface where heavy equipment has been 
used by contour furrowing, imprinting with dozer, or scarification 
to facilitate subsequent vegetative growth or plantings) 

• seeding and mulching (site restoration will occur earlier in areas 
where no further disturbance is anticipated), and appropriate 
landscaping 

• temporary erosion control devices will be removed from the site 
upon final site stabilization 

• “green” alternatives such as the use of pervious surfaces for access 
routes will also be evaluated 

  Land (Topography) • Alteration of topography through site grading • Contractors will be required to backfill excavations to the original 
ground surface level unless otherwise directed. Excavation areas 
will be filled according to the site-specific standards with suitable 
materials and compacted according to the contract specifications to 
minimize site alteration. 

• Topography will be modified so as to direct storm water away 
from Tudor Road neighborhood. 

• Preliminary designs of the project have indicated 
that there will be no negative impact if common 
construction practices are followed to prevent 
erosion. 

  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• Potential for sedimentation of Indian Pond due to 
erosion during construction 

• Potential for sedimentation of Indian Pond due to 
erosion after construction 

• Sedimentation and some water quality control improvements were 
made to Indian Pond following the 2008 maintenance program. 
The 2008 Pond Restoration Project added two hydrodynamic storm 
water treatment units that will greatly reduce the amount of 
sediment that reaches the pond, and also improve pond water 
quality. 

• Soils to be managed to prevent erosion through site-specific 
construction SWPPP. 

• Soils to be managed to prevent erosion through site-specific 
construction SWPPP; stabilization of site through typical erosion 
control measures; landscaping of property.  

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • Use of approximately 32,500 gpd of potable water 
• Generation of approximately 32,500 gpd of sanitary 

wastewater 

• Study performed by C.T. Male of sanitary wastewater generation 
and sewer capacity has been submitted to the City of Albany 
(“Request for Sanitary Sewer Connection to the City of Albany 
System, SUNY Albany – New Dormitory” dated February 2, 
2010). Report involved more detailed design estimate of 
wastewater generation (49,000 gpd average day design flow rate), 
sewer flow monitoring, and a review of pump station flow records. 
It concluded that there is capacity in the City’s sewer to the 
Woodville Pump Station, and at the pump station, to accommodate 
the sanitary wastewater flow from the Student Housing Project. 
The sewer and the area served is not the portion of the City of 
Albany sewer system subject to a consent order between the City 
and the NYSDEC. 

• The C.T. Male report also notes that the consultant received 
confirmation from the Town of Guilderland that the Town could 

• The University has proposed a connection to the 
City of Albany system via the Woodville Pump 
Station for wastewater. Flow capacity was 
confirmed by actual flow measurements 
collected in December 2009 by C.T. Male (see 
Appendix J of this FGEIS), a review of daily 
flow logs from the Woodville Pump Station, and 
discussions with City personnel. The City has 
suggested that it may require the University to 
install a wastewater grinder pump for its sanitary 
flow. Otherwise, this option appears to be 
implementable and approvable. In a memo dated 
February 17, 2010, the City’s consultant, 
Hershberg & Hershberg, having reviewed the 
C.T. Male report recommended to the City that 
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accommodate the sanitary wastewater from the Student Housing 
Project in its sewer system. 

the sewer connection be approved (see 
Appendix Q of this FGEIS), subject to sewer 
system mitigation that would offset any flows to 
the Woodville Pumping Station 

  Drainage • Generation of storm water during construction 
• Increase in impermeable surfaces for building and 

parking lot of approximately 6.76 acres 
• 100 yr storm would generate approximately 1.1 

million gpd in storm water 
 

• Site to be managed to prevent erosion through site-specific 
construction SWPPP. 

• Use of storm water control techniques in construction of site (e.g., 
vegetated swales, permeable pavers, rain gardens); preparation of a 
SWPPP for the completed project site 

• Redirection of storm water from the site to Indian Pond; Indian 
Pond was dredged in fall 2008, restoring approximately 2.2 million 
gallons in retention capacity. Also, the 2008 Pond Restoration 
Project added two hydrodynamic storm water treatment units that 
will greatly reduce the amount of sediment that reaches the pond, 
and also improve pond water quality. 

• The project plan at this point in time proposes 
the use of Indian Pond for storm water retention. 
This is a feasible option due to the maintenance 
dredging in 2008 which restored 2 million 
gallons of capacity to the pond. If final design of 
the project results in this option being found to 
be infeasible, a supplemental review (see 
Section 3.03 of the FGEIS) of storm water 
management options will be necessary. 

  Air • Short term release of exhaust from the combustion of 
fossil fuels in construction vehicles and equipment 

• Short term generation of duct during construction 
activities such as clearing, grading, and excavation 

• Potential for localized increase in vehicular exhaust 
resulting from construction-related delays (queued 
vehicles) 

• Generation of emissions associated with heating, 
chilling and hot water 

• Potential for generation of emissions from emergency 
generator(s) 

• To minimize potential construction-related adverse air impacts, 
contractors will be required to adhere to the standard contract 
documents and performance specifications set forth by University 
and DASNY during the construction bid phase. Documents 
typically include mitigation measures and conduct requirements 
that should eliminate or minimize the potential to adversely impact 
local air quality. Regardless of the option selected, engineering 
controls, including the following, will be implemented in 
accordance with applicable regulations to mitigate potential 
adverse air impacts: 

a) contractors will be required to develop, implement and 
maintain dust suppression measures that may include the use 
of filters, covers, wetting, sweeping of paved areas, and 
mulching in unpaved areas. 
b) preparation and implementation of a maintenance and 
protection of traffic plan to minimize traffic delays and 
queued vehicle exhaust emissions 
c) use of appropriate emission control devices on vehicles and 
equipment 

• Operations – will require modification of existing state facility 
permit 

• A highly conservative analysis of potential air emissions from the 
proposed projects in the Capital Project Plan indicates that even 
under such assumptions, there will not be a significant impact on 
air emission 

 

• Compliance with state air regulations should not 
require other than a modification of the existing 
permit. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the DGEIS (see 
Table 1.4-1) may impact air emissions. Under 
this circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required. 

  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
heating, chilling and hot water 

• UAlbany has signed the American College and University 
Presidents Climate Commitment obligating the university to move 
to a carbon neutral position 

• As the next step in its commitment, UAlbany is preparing a 
Climate Action Plan indicating how it will achieve that goal. 

• Net total campus stationary source emissions will be significantly 
lower than pre-2009 levels due to discontinued use of No. 6 fuel 
oil. 

• Project operation will maintain consistency with 
the Climate Action Plan presently being 
developed by the University. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the DGEIS (see 
Table 1.4-1) may impact GHG emissions. Under 
this circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required. 
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  Plants, Animals and Habitat • Removal of wetland habitat 
• Removal of wooded habitat 
• Field habitat survey does not indicate presence of 

habitat of rare, threatened or endangered species listed 
for Albany County 

• Location of the project will result in the potential encroachment of 
up to eight wetlands totaling 0.332 acres. A joint application has 
been submitted to the NYSDEC and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, which will evaluate the application and rule on the 
nature of mitigation to be required. It is anticipated that mitigation 
may involve the expansion of wetlands around Indian Pond in 
compensation for 0.332 acres of wetlands disrupted at the project 
site. There is appropriate area at the wetlands associated with 
Indian Pond to implement this type of mitigation. 

• Removal of some wooded habitat is an unavoidable adverse impact 
of this project; new plantings of deciduous and evergreen trees will 
be placed to provide buffer of the site from the Tudor Road 
neighborhood. 

• Compliance with mitigation requirements of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the 
NYSDEC will be required, which will likely 
include monitoring of mitigation success. 

• If project plans are modified such that additional 
wetlands as that described in the DGEIS will be 
disrupted, supplemental review may be required. 

• Techniques to mitigate damage to that portion of 
the wooded area near the construction site that 
will not be removed include tying back 
overhanging tree branches and limbs; the use of 
proper pruning techniques for trees damaged 
during construction; and protecting the trunks of 
trees near the construction corridor. In the 
course of establishment of woody species, it is 
anticipated that edge type habitats will form 
along the transition from the constructed site to 
the new buffer plantings, thereby increasing 
floral and faunal diversity.  

• Slash (vegetative debris) produced from the 
clearing of vegetation within the easements will 
be temporarily stockpiled. Contractors will be 
required to provide for adequate storage and 
maintenance of excess spoils generated from 
construction activities (i.e., from site clearing, 
material displaced by pipeline, etc.). In addition, 
a portion of the cleared vegetation may be 
chipped via mechanical means by contractors 
and used to mulch areas that have been seeded. 
Permanent stockpiles of cleared vegetation on 
the completed site will not be permitted. 

• The University commits to the site plan as 
proposed and described in the DGEIS that 
includes a berm and a vegetated buffer between 
the project and the Tudor Road residential 
neighborhood. The plantings will be a mix of 
conifer and deciduous trees that will be 
maintained by the University, which will 
monitor the success of the plantings. The 
plantings will be selected for success in the site 
specific environment. 

• Should the vegetated buffer not be implemented, 
a supplemental environmental impact statement 
will be prepared to evaluate options to address 
the issues (noise, visual, light, natural 
environment) that are the basis for its selection 
for mitigation. 
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  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• Impact on Tudor Road neighborhood and other nearby 
residences from generation of noise from student 
housing, parking area, and additional traffic on 
perimeter road 

• Impacts of lighting from Tudor Road neighborhood 
• Visibility of buildings from Tudor Road neighborhood 

• Measures to be taken to reduce these impacts: 
o Buildings to be located as far west on property as possible, 

away from property boundary with neighborhood 
o Lighting in parking lot and around buildings to be shielded 

and focused down to reduce spillover 
o Berm to be constructed along property boundary to reduce 

sight lines 
o Conifer and deciduous plantings along slopes of berm to 

decrease site lines, and to buffer noise, light and sight lines 
relative to building 

• The University commits to the site plan as 
proposed and described in the DGEIS that 
includes a berm and a vegetated buffer between 
the project and the Tudor Road residential 
neighborhood. The plantings will be a mix of 
conifer and deciduous trees that will be 
maintained by the University, which will 
monitor the success of the plantings. The 
plantings will be selected for success in the site 
specific environment. 

• Should the vegetated buffer not be implemented, 
a supplemental environmental impact statement 
will be prepared to evaluate options to address 
the issues (noise, visual, light, natural 
environment) that are the basis for its selection 
for mitigation. 

  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Potential for disruption of undiscovered archeological 
resources due to construction 

• Historic information indicates that the portion of the site where 
project will be located has been significantly disrupted by grading 
activities. Background research as part of a Phase 1A investigation 
indicated that “the location of the project area has high sensitivity 
for the presence of cultural resources. There are no previously 
reported sites or map-documented structures within the project 
area. Approximately 90 percent (10.5 acres) of the project area is 
not considered archaeologically sensitive due to past disturbances 
(mostly deep fill) or steep slopes (i.e., greater than 15 percent).” 

• Also, southern half of the site, away from the steep slopes, was 
graded relatively level approximately 30 years ago. 

• Archeological report has been filed with NYSOPRHP for 
concurrence with the above conclusions; additional information 
has been provided at the request of NYSOPRHP. 

• The independent archaeologist has indicated that 
no further cultural resource investigations at the 
project site are recommended. Concurrence with 
his conclusions by NYSOPRHP is anticipated. 
Should NYSOPRHP require additional site 
investigations for further confirmation, they will 
be performed by the University.  

• If significant cultural resources are identified 
within the project area, project modifications 
will be made to the extent practicable to avoid or 
minimize potential impacts. Where avoidance is 
not feasible, a resource recovery plan will be 
developed that balances resource preservation, 
engineering, and environmental and economic 
concerns. This plan will be forwarded to the 
NYSOPRHP for review and approval prior to 
implementation and will include: field 
methodologies, crew characteristics (with 
resumes), techniques of collection, excavation, 
data recovery and analysis, facilities for 
treatment, preservation and storage of materials, 
and disposition of artifacts and specimens. 
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  Transportation • Potential for localized increase construction-related 
delays (queued vehicles)  

• Parking for 350 cars to be located on site. 
• Relocation of perimeter road closer to property line 

and Tudor Road neighborhood, with attendant auto 
noises 

•  Relocation of road will slow traffic through this length of 
perimeter road, reducing noise that may otherwise occur as 
evidenced by data collected and reported in Delta Engineers 
(“University at Albany Pedestrian & Traffic Improvements Study;” 
July 28, 2009),  

• Traffic through east side of campus is significantly less than west 
side of campus where most of the major commuter parking is 
located and where cut-throughs of campus occur 

• Traffic study indicates no impact on present LOS of C or better at 
Western Avenue/Entrance Road South intersection, nor of B or 
better at the intersection of the Perimeter Road and the entry to the 
University Administration Building. 

• Additional traffic evaluation performed by Delta Engineers since 
the completion of the DGEIS is summarized in this FGEIS (see 
Appendix K). It indicates that this project will offset some peak 
hour vehicular trips that these students would otherwise take to 
commute to campus. 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Energy • Cooling: 400 tons 
• Heating: 6.6 million Btu/hr 
• Power: 100 kW 

• Bringing this building on line will not significantly impact energy 
supplies or ability to deliver energy to the campus. 

• No new electrical facilities will be required. 
• As part of UAlbany’s commitment to reduce GHG emissions under 

the ACUPCC, and its sustainability planning process, the 
University is evaluating energy efficiency options to be 
implemented for new construction. 

• Project designed for LEED Silver (minimum) with emphasis on 
energy efficiency and sustainability 

• Should anticipated sources of cooling, heating 
and power change significantly from what is 
presented in the DGEIS and Table 3.1-1 of this 
FGEIS, a supplemental environmental review 
may be necessary. This includes the application 
of a geothermal heating/cooling system, pending 
an ongoing review of financial feasibility for this 
technology. 

  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on emergency 
services during construction activities (additional calls 
for emergency services – municipal and campus EMS, 
fire, police) 

• Potential increased impact on municipal emergency 
services when project is constructed (additional calls 
for emergency services – EMS, fire, campus police) 
initially to be offset by reduction in use of other 
housing units as University renovates existing housing 
on a rotating basis. 

• On-campus housing providing a clean, safe, controlled 
environment for students to live, reducing impacts on 
the demand from local neighborhoods for public 
health and safety services 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 
o contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and Protection of 

Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated with UAlbany and 
off-campus emergency service providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials (i.e., 
locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with the 
proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum products 
during construction operation phases, including spill response 
procedures 

• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on-campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of a traffic plan. 

• Little to no net increase in total occupancy counts on the Uptown 
Campus (anticipated to be less than 150 beds) as new dormitory 
largely used to address current overcrowding on campus and to act 
as surge space during renovations of exiting dormitories (6,400 
beds total). 

• Appropriate plans and coordination relating to 
this project will be conducted with municipal 
emergency services so that effective response 
can be anticipated. 

• The University will monitor the number of 
issues reported by the residents of the adjacent 
neighborhood to evaluate whether different 
measures, if any, need to be applied to public 
safety at this location. 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 
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  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Socioeconomics – no significant adverse impacts on 
local economics, although new building likely will 
require supplies and services to be derived from the 
community. 

• Community services – while University has its own 
police and EMT services, the project may result in a 
nominal number of additional new calls additional 
calls for support from surrounding communities. 

• Environmental Justice – will not adversely impact 
environmental justice communities. 

• Recreation – no significant adverse impacts to 
recreational resources 

• Land use – construction of the Student Housing 
Project in the southeast corner of the Uptown Campus 
will impact adjacent neighborhoods, as detailed 
elsewhere herein. 

• Open Space – no significant adverse impacts to open 
space resources. 

• Measures to be taken to reduce the impacts to the adjacent 
neighborhood: 
o Buildings to be located as far west on property as possible, 

away from property boundary with neighborhood necessitating 
relocation of campus road 

o Lighting in parking lot and around buildings to be shielded 
and focused down to reduce spillover 

o Berm to be constructed along property boundary to reduce 
sight lines and sound 

o Conifer plantings along slopes of berm to decrease site lines, 
and to buffer noise, light and view of the buildings 

• A significant modification of the following 
elements of project plans may require a 
supplemental review, and possibly a 
supplemental environmental impact statement: 

o Location of the buildings with respect 
to the property boundary 

o Building height 
o Location of the perimeter road with 

respect to the property boundary 
o Elimination of the berm and related tree 

plantings, otherwise described in the 
DGEIS at pages 18, 148 and 149 
(among other locations in the 
document) from the project plans. 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated 

• Options available to minimize solid waste generation 
and to divert materials away from landfills consistent 
with campus’ recycling and sustainability program 
(http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/recycling-and-waste-
reduction.shtml ) 

• Solid waste, consisting predominantly of typical residential trash, 
will be stored in an enclosed, lidded unit prior to transportation and 
management off-site.  

• During the construction phase, contractors will be required to 
identify performance criteria related to construction methods and 
materials, which include: 
o an evaluation of material selection for interior and exterior 

building materials for recycled content and local material 
o diversion of construction and land clearing debris from landfill 

disposal 
o redirecting recyclable-recovered resources back to the 

manufacturing process 
o redirecting reusable materials to appropriate sites. 

• As the Student Housing Project is intended to reduce over-
crowding and to facilitate renovation of other housing units on 
campus, there will be little net increase in on-campus solid waste 
generation 

• None required 

2. Campus Center Master 
Plan 

Land (Soils) • Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of 
clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with construction 

• Project activities requiring site clearing and/or excavation will 
include stabilization practices to minimize soil erosion. A SWPPP 
will be prepared to instruct personnel on mitigation measures to 
prevent pollutants in storm water runoff from entering storm 
sewers and surface waters. The SWPPP will be prepared in 
accordance with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities, Permit No. 
GP-0-08-001 (effective April 2008). It will include erosion and 
sediment control facilities that consider the following documents: 
� NYSDEC Standards and Specifications for Erosion and 

Sediment Control (2005).  
� New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (the 

Design Manual) prepared by the Center for Watershed 
Protection for the NYSDEC (2008f). 

• In accordance with the General Permit, the University or its agent 
will be responsible to provide a qualified person to inspect 
disturbed areas for compliance with the SWPPP and the proposed 
erosion and sediment control measures. These inspections are to be 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 
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completed at least every 7 days (1 inspection/week if disturbance 
<5 acres; 2/week if >5 acres). Based on the results of the 
inspection, the pollution prevention measures identified in the 
SWPPP are to be revised and implemented as appropriate by the 
Contractor within seven calendar days following the date of the 
inspection. Further mitigation measures are to be taken by the 
Contractor if warranted to keep sediment transport off site or 
discharge of sediment-laden runoff off site. 

 
Mitigation measures that may be employed to limit erosion include: 
• restricting the limits of construction to the minimum practicable 

area required to complete the work (including minimizing the 
location, number and width of required access routes) 

• restoring temporarily disturbed areas as soon as practicable to pre-
development conditions 

• minimizing the amount of bare soil exposed at one time 
• stockpiling material away from steep slopes and flowing water to 

minimize erosion 
• managing excess spoils off-site in accordance with applicable 

regulations (reuse alternatives should be considered by the 
contractor) 

• installing mulch and/or erosion control matting on disturbed areas 
• installing rip-rap or erosion control matting at the bottom of 

drainage  
• installing silt fencing and hay bales on slopes and around 

stockpiled material 
• using trench plugs and dewatering equipment (i.e., pumps and 

hoses) to direct sediment laden water from dewatering operations 
to temporary sediment traps or other approved devices to allow for 
sedimentation prior to discharge to adjacent streams.  

 
In addition, after construction activities are completed, the following 
restoration measures will be implemented: 
• subsoil will be properly graded and scarified before topsoil is 

added (loosening the soil surface where heavy equipment has been 
used by contour furrowing, imprinting with dozer, or scarification 
to facilitate subsequent vegetative growth or plantings) 

• seeding and mulching (site restoration will occur earlier in areas 
where no further disturbance is anticipated), and appropriate 
landscaping 

• temporary erosion control devices will be removed from the site 
upon final site stabilization 

• “green” alternatives such as the use of pervious surfaces for access 
routes will also be evaluated. 

  Land (Topography) • Topography adjacent to the Campus Center is 
essentially level 

• Contractors will be required to backfill excavations to the original 
ground surface level unless otherwise directed. Excavation areas 
will be filled according to the site-specific standards with suitable 
materials and compacted according to the contract specifications to 
minimize site alteration. 

• Minimize the amount of bare soil exposed at one time. 

• Preliminary concepts for the project have 
indicated that there will be no negative impact if 
common construction practices are followed to 
prevent erosion. 

  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts to surface or ground 
waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
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as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • Use of approximately 15,000 gpd of potable water 
• Generation of approximately 15,000 gpd of sanitary 

wastewater 

• City of Albany has indicated that adequate water supply is 
available for University’s use 

• Potential options for wastewater disposal, subject to final design 
calculations and project specific consultation with the City if 
Albany, include (a) connecting to the City of Albany system via 
the Woodville Pump Station, (b) connecting to the northern portion 
of the City of Albany system, and (c) connecting to the Town of 
Guilderland system. 

• Plan may also involve amending connections from existing 
buildings to provide off-setting capacity relief  

• As has occurred with respect to the Student 
Housing Project, discussions between the 
University and both the City of Albany and 
Town of Guilderland will be necessary to 
confirm that feasible options for the 
management of wastewater are available, as 
described in the DGEIS (see pages 87-89), 
formalized in a sewer connection permitting 
process. However, a project-specific wastewater 
study may be required by the municipalities 
before they will accept wastewater into their 
sewer systems. 

  Drainage • Construction to result in 0.57 ac of new impervious 
surfaces 

• 100 year storm would generate approximately 93,000 
gpd storm water 

• Proposed facilities will be designed in accordance with the NYS 
Stormwater Management Design Manual and provide sufficient 
mitigation to reduce post-development runoff rates to pre-
developed conditions or desired rates. 

• The DGEIS presents estimates of storm water 
that will be generated for the 1 year, 10 year and 
100 year storm by the implementation of these 
projects and the resulting creation of increased 
impervious surfaces. Storm water management 
may be incorporated into site and project designs 
and utilize existing aboveground detention (such 
as Indian Pond); new on site retention (such as 
below ground basins or in-pipe storage); new 
on-campus, above ground retention basins or; 
through discussions with the City or the Town of 
Guilderland, discharge to their storm systems. 
These options are considered reasonable; 
however, given the potential for issues with 
sewer capacities, they will be subject to site-
specific storm water studies that may be required 
by the municipalities before they will accept 
storm water into their sewer systems. Another 
common practice for cost-effective storm water 
management is the use of offsets, that is, the 
design of on-site controls for storm water 
discharges at an existing site, allowing storm 
water discharges from a new project; this option 
also would be subject to the approval of the 
municipal authority. 

  Air • Generation of emissions associated with heating, 
chilling and hot water 

• Potential for generation of emissions from emergency 
generator(s) 

• Will require modification of existing state facility permit 
• A highly conservative analysis of potential air emissions from the 

proposed projects in the Capital Project Plan indicates that even 
under such assumptions, there will not be a significant impact on 
air emission. 

• Compliance with state air regulations is not 
expected to require other than a modification of 
the existing permit. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the DGEIS (see 
Table 1.4-1) ,and Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, 
may impact air emissions. Under this 
circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required (see FGEIS Section 3.03). 

  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with • UAlbany has signed the American College and University • Project operation will maintain consistency with 
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heating, chilling and hot water Presidents Climate Commitment obligating the university to move 
to a carbon neutral position 

• As the next step in its commitment, UAlbany is preparing a 
Climate Action Plan indicating how it will achieve that goal 

• Net total campus stationary source emissions will be significantly 
lower than pre-2009 levels due to discontinued use of No. 6 fuel 
oil. 

the Climate Action Plan presently being 
developed by the University. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the DGEIS (see 
Table 1.4-1), and Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, 
may impact GHG emissions. Under this 
circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required. 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • No significant adverse impacts - loss of landscaping 
and urban habitat 

• Site vegetation consists of lawn and other landscape 
plants, not characteristic hydrophytic wetland 
vegetation 

• Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in the Landscape 
Master Plan. 

• None required. 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• No significant adverse impacts: 
o Noise generation from building operation 

minimal 
o Exterior security lighting and interior lighting 

consistent with adjacent campus buildings; not 
visible to residential areas or other sensitive 
receptors 

o Visual profile consistent with adjacent campus 
buildings 

• During construction, the following mitigation measures may be 
implemented: 
o Contractors will be responsible for using appropriate mufflers 

on machinery to mitigate potential construction-related noise 
impacts 

o Limiting work day construction activities to normal hours (the 
NYSDEC program policy suggests that limiting activity to 
normal work day hours is an effective mitigation [NYSDEC 
2001]) 

• Lighting to be shielded and focused down to reduce spillover and 
dark sky impacts. 

• None required.  

  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Impacts not anticipated • Central portion of the campus was extensively and significantly 
disturbed during grading and construction of the campus, as 
confirmed in a 1962 photograph. 

• Subsurface at location would have been significantly disturbed 
during excavation and grading for existing Campus Center 

• An independent archaeologist has indicated that 
no cultural resource investigations at the project 
site are recommended. Concurrence with his 
conclusion by NYSOPRHP for this project will 
be requested. Should NYSOPRHP require 
additional site investigations for further 
confirmation, they will be performed by the 
University, as appropriate 

• If significant cultural resources are identified 
within the project area, project modifications 
may be made to the extent practicable to avoid 
or minimize potential impacts. Where avoidance 
is not feasible, a resource recovery plan will be 
developed that balances resource preservation, 
engineering, and environmental and economic 
concerns. This plan will be forwarded to the 
NYSOPRHP for review and approval prior to 
implementation and will include: field 
methodologies, crew characteristics (with 
resumes), techniques of collection, excavation, 
data recovery and analysis, facilities for 
treatment, preservation and storage of materials, 
and disposition of artifacts and specimens. 

  Transportation • Potential for localized increase construction-related 
delays (queued vehicles)  

• Completed project not anticipated to induce additional 
traffic to or on campus – project provides additional 
space for student services and various other activities, 
maximum incremental additional occupancy of about 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for construction 
vehicles and vehicles of construction workers based on the 
estimate of vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the DGEIS. 

• None required. 
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250 persons 
  Energy • Cooling: 125 tons 

• Heating: 2.5 million Btu/hr 
• Power: 100kW 

• Bringing this building on line will not significantly impact energy 
supplies or ability to deliver energy to the campus. 

• No new electrical facilities will be required. 
• As part of UAlbany’s commitment to reduce GHG emissions under 

the ACUPCC, and its sustainability planning process, the 
University is evaluating energy efficiency options. 

• Project designed for LEED Silver (minimum) with emphasis on 
energy efficiency and sustainability 

• Should anticipated sources of cooling, heating 
and power change from that indicated in the 
DGEIS and Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, a 
supplemental environmental review may be 
necessary.  

  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on emergency 
services during construction activities (additional calls 
for emergency services – municipal and campus EMS, 
fire, police) 

• Potential increased impact on municipal emergency 
services when project is constructed (additional calls 
for emergency services – EMS, fire, campus police). 

• Goal of the Campus Center project is to consolidate and to provide 
more room for student services rather than related to an increase in 
students or staff. Enrollment projections are flat. 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 
o contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and Protection of 

Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated with UAlbany and 
off-campus emergency service providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials (i.e., 
locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with the 
proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum products 
during construction operation phases, including spill response 
procedures 

• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on-campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of a traffic plan. 

• The Campus Center Expansion and renovations are not designed 
for new populations, but to better serve the existing campus 
community. 

• Appropriate plans and coordination relating to 
this project will be conducted with municipal 
emergency services so that effective response 
can be anticipated both during construction and 
during operation. 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Open Space and Recreation – no significant impacts 
associated with open space and recreation, either on or 
off campus; project will remove some limited open 
space adjacent to the Campus Center 

• Environmental Justice – no significant impacts 
associated with environmental justice; project will not 
adversely impact off-campus socioeconomics, 
demographics, or quality of life 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated 

• Options available to minimize solid waste generation 
and to divert materials away from landfills consistent 
with campus’ recycling and sustainability program 
(http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/recycling-and-waste-
reduction.shtml ) 

• Solid waste, consisting predominantly of typical office trash, will 
be stored in an enclosed, lidded unit prior to transportation and 
management off-site.  

• During the construction phase, contractors will be required to 
identify performance criteria related to construction methods and 
materials, which include: 
• an evaluation of material selection for interior and exterior 

building materials for recycled content and local material 
• diversion of construction and land clearing debris from landfill 

disposal 
• redirecting recyclable-recovered resources back to the 

manufacturing process 
• redirecting reusable materials to appropriate sites. 

• None required. 

3. Construct New Business Land (Soils) • Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of • Project activities requiring site clearing and/or excavation will • Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
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School Building clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with construction 

include stabilization practices to minimize soil erosion. A SWPPP 
will be prepared to instruct personnel on mitigation measures to 
prevent pollutants in storm water runoff from entering storm 
sewers and surface waters. The SWPPP will be prepared in 
accordance with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities, Permit No. 
GP-0-08-001 (effective April 2008). It will include erosion and 
sediment control facilities that consider the following documents: 
� NYSDEC Standards and Specifications for Erosion and 

Sediment Control (2005).  
� New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (the 

Design Manual) prepared by the Center for Watershed 
Protection for the NYSDEC (2008f). 

• In accordance with the General Permit, the University or its agent 
will be responsible to provide a qualified person to inspect 
disturbed areas for compliance with the SWPPP and the proposed 
erosion and sediment control measures. These inspections are to be 
completed at least every 7 days (1 inspection/week if disturbance 
<5 acres; 2/week if >5 acres). Based on the results of the 
inspection, the pollution prevention measures identified in the 
SWPPP are to be revised and implemented as appropriate by the 
Contractor within seven calendar days following the date of the 
inspection. Further mitigation measures are to be taken by the 
Contractor if warranted to keep sediment transport off site or 
discharge of sediment-laden runoff off site. 

 
Mitigation measures that may be employed to limit erosion include: 
• restricting the limits of construction to the minimum practicable 

area required to complete the work (including minimizing the 
location, number and width of required access routes) 

• restoring temporarily disturbed areas as soon as practicable to pre-
development conditions 

• minimizing the amount of bare soil exposed at one time 
• stockpiling material away from steep slopes and flowing water to 

minimize erosion 
• managing excess spoils off-site in accordance with applicable 

regulations (reuse alternatives should be considered by the 
contractor) 

• installing mulch and/or erosion control matting on disturbed areas 
• installing rip-rap or erosion control matting at the bottom of 

drainage  
• installing silt fencing and hay bales on slopes and around 

stockpiled material 
• using trench plugs and dewatering equipment (i.e., pumps and 

hoses) to direct sediment laden water from dewatering operations 
to temporary sediment traps or other approved devices to allow for 
sedimentation prior to discharge to adjacent streams.  

 
In addition, after construction activities are completed, the following 
restoration measures will be implemented: 
• subsoil will be properly graded and scarified before topsoil is 

added (loosening the soil surface where heavy equipment has been 
used by contour furrowing, imprinting with dozer, or scarification 

typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

• Based on the level topography of the project site, 
there will be no negative impact if common 
construction practices are followed to prevent 
erosion. 
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to facilitate subsequent vegetative growth or plantings) 
• seeding and mulching (site restoration will occur earlier in areas 

where no further disturbance is anticipated), and appropriate 
landscaping 

• temporary erosion control devices will be removed from the site 
upon final site stabilization 

• “green” alternatives such as the use of pervious surfaces for access 
routes will also be evaluated. 

  Land (Topography) • Topography at this portion of campus (from 
Washington Avenue to the north side of the Podium) 
is essentially level 

• Contractors will be required to backfill excavations to the original 
ground surface level unless otherwise directed. Excavation areas 
will be filled according to the site-specific standards with suitable 
materials and compacted according to the contract specifications to 
minimize site alteration 

• Minimize the amount of bare soil exposed at one time. 

• Preliminary concepts for the project have 
indicated that there will be no negative impact if 
common construction practices are followed to 
prevent erosion. 

  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts to surface or ground 
waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • Use of approximately 31,200 gpd of potable water 
• Generation of approximately 29,300 gpd of sanitary 

wastewater 

• City of Albany has indicated that adequate water supply is 
available for University’s use 

• This building connection will go to the North Treatment Plant 
which has sufficient capacity, as does the sewer system, as 
confirmed with City officials in a February 17, 2010 meeting. 

• Requires permit and official approval by the 
City of Albany that this wastewater discharge 
option is acceptable.  

  Drainage • 100 year storm would generate approximately 179,000 
gpd storm water 

• Increase in impervious surfaces as a result of this 
project of 0.57 ac 

• Proposed facilities will be designed in accordance with the NYS 
Stormwater Management Design Manual and provide sufficient 
mitigation to reduce post-development runoff rates to pre-
developed conditions or desired rates. 

• The DGEIS presents estimates of storm water 
that will be generated for the 1 year, 10 year and 
100 year storm by the implementation of these 
projects and the resulting creation of increased 
impervious surfaces. Storm water management 
may be incorporated into site and project designs 
and utilize on site retention (such as below 
ground basins or in-pipe storage); new on-
campus, above ground retention basins or; 
through discussions with the City or the Town of 
Guilderland, discharge to their storm systems. 
These options are considered reasonable; 
however, given the potential for issues with 
sewer capacities, they will be subject to site-
specific storm water studies that may be required 
by the municipalities before they will accept 
storm water into their sewer systems. Another 
common practice for cost-effective storm water 
management is the use of offsets, that is, the 
design of on-site controls for storm water 
discharges at an existing site, allowing storm 
water discharges from a new project; this option 
also would be subject to the approval of the 
municipal authority. 

• A specific storm water management option for 
this project will need to be evaluated in the 
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context of the project design. A supplemental 
review (as described in this FGEIS) will be 
performed of potential impacts from the selected 
storm water management option. 

  Air • Generation of emissions associated with heating, 
chilling and hot water 

• Potential for generation of emissions from emergency 
generator(s) 

• Will require modification of existing state facility permit 
• A highly conservative analysis of potential air emissions from the 

proposed projects in the Capital Project Plan indicates that even 
under such assumptions, there will not be a significant impact on 
air emission. 

• Compliance with state air regulations is not 
expected to require other than a modification of 
the existing permit. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the DGEIS (see 
Table 1.4-1), and Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, 
may impact air emissions. Under this 
circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required (see FGEIS Section 3.03). 

  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
heating, chilling and hot water 

• UAlbany has signed the American College and University 
Presidents Climate Commitment obligating the university to move 
to a carbon neutral position 

• As the next step in its commitment, UAlbany is preparing a 
Climate Action Plan indicating how it will achieve that goal 

• Net total campus stationary source emissions will be significantly 
lower than pre-2009 levels due to discontinued use of No. 6 fuel 
oil. 

• Project operation will maintain consistency with 
the Climate Action Plan presently being 
developed by the University. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the DGEIS (see 
Table 1.4-1),  and Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, 
may impact GHG emissions. Under this 
circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required. 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • No significant adverse impacts - loss of lawn area on 
campus 

• Site vegetation consists of lawn and other landscape 
plants, not characteristic hydrophytic wetland 
vegetation 

• Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in the Landscape 
Master Plan. 

• None required. 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• No significant adverse impacts: 
o Noise generation from building operation 

minimal 
o Exterior security lighting and interior lighting 

consistent with adjacent campus buildings; not 
visible to residential areas or other sensitive 
receptors 

o Visual profile consistent with adjacent campus 
buildings 

• During construction, the following mitigation measures may be 
implemented: 

o Contractors will be responsible for using appropriate 
mufflers on machinery to mitigate potential construction-
related noise impacts 

o Limiting work day construction activities to normal hours 
(the NYSDEC program policy suggests that limiting 
activity to normal work day hours is an effective 
mitigation [NYSDEC 2001]) 

• Lighting to be shielded and focused down to reduce spillover and 
dark sky impacts. 

• None required. 

  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Impacts not anticipated • Central portion of the campus was extensively and significantly 
disturbed during grading and construction of the campus, as 
confirmed in a 1962 photograph.  

• An independent archaeologist has indicated that 
no cultural resource investigations at the project 
site are recommended. Concurrence with his 
conclusion by NYSOPRHP for this project will 
be requested. Should NYSOPRHP require 
additional site investigations for further 
confirmation, they will be performed by the 
University.  

• If significant cultural resources are identified 
within the project area, project modifications 
will be made to the extent practicable to avoid or 
minimize potential impacts. Where avoidance is 
not feasible, a resource recovery plan will be 
developed that balances resource preservation, 
engineering, and environmental and economic 
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concerns. This plan will be forwarded to the 
NYSOPRHP for review and approval prior to 
implementation and will include: field 
methodologies, crew characteristics (with 
resumes), techniques of collection, excavation, 
data recovery and analysis, facilities for 
treatment, preservation and storage of materials, 
and disposition of artifacts and specimens. 

  Transportation • Potential for localized increase construction-related 
delays (queued vehicles)  

• Completed project not anticipated to induce additional 
traffic to or on campus – project provides additional 
space for instruction and various Business School 
programs, and surge space for programs in other 
buildings that will undergo renovation 

• Traffic study indicates LOS at Washington Avenue/Collins Circle 
Drive intersection, closest to parking location, Acceptable or better 
in all directions 

• Project will displace visitors’ parking that will be replaced in kind 
elsewhere (new lot(s) adjacent to Collins Circle and expanded 
State Quad Parking Lot (see Project No. 8). 

• No mitigation necessary 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Energy • Cooling: 325 tons 
• Heating: 3.75 million Btu/hr 
• Power: 748-958 kVA 

• Bringing this building on line will not significantly impact energy 
supplies or ability to deliver energy to the campus. 

• No new electrical facilities will be required. 
• As part of UAlbany’s commitment to reduce GHG emissions under 

the ACUPCC, and its sustainability planning process, the 
University is evaluating energy efficiency options. 

• Project designed for LEED Silver (minimum) with emphasis on 
energy efficiency and sustainability 

• Should anticipated sources of cooling, heating 
and power change from that indicated in the 
DGEIS and Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, a 
supplemental environmental review may be 
necessary.  

  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on emergency 
services during construction activities (additional calls 
for emergency services – municipal and campus EMS, 
fire, police) 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 

o contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and Protection of 
Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated with UAlbany 
and off-campus emergency service providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials 
(i.e., locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage 
cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with 
the proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum 
products during construction operation phases, including 
spill response procedures 

• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on-campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of a traffic plan. 

• Nominal increased need for emergency services over the long term 
is anticipated. 

• Appropriate plans and coordination relating to 
this project will be conducted with municipal 
emergency services so that effective response 
can be anticipated both during construction and 
during operation. 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Open Space and Recreation – no significant impacts 
associated with open space and recreation, either on or 
off campus; project will remove 1.1 acres of green 
space near the site for relocation of visitor parking 

• Environmental Justice – no significant impacts 
associated with environmental justice; project will not 
adversely impact off-campus socioeconomics, 
demographics, or quality of life 

• New trees and other landscaping features will be added as part of 
the project; will be consistent with campus landscaping plan 
(Trowbridge & Wolf, 2009). 

• None required. 
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  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated 

• Options available to minimize solid waste generation 
and to divert materials away from landfills consistent 
with campus’ recycling and sustainability program 
(http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/recycling-and-waste-
reduction.shtml ) 

• Solid waste, consisting predominantly of typical office trash, will 
be stored in an enclosed, lidded unit prior to transportation and 
management off-site.  

• During the construction phase, contractors will be required to 
identify performance criteria related to construction methods and 
materials, which include: 

o an evaluation of material selection for interior and exterior 
building materials for recycled content and local material 

o diversion of construction and land clearing debris from 
landfill disposal 

o redirecting recyclable-recovered resources back to the 
manufacturing process 

o redirecting reusable materials to appropriate sites. 

• None required. 

4. Relocate Data Center Land (Soils) • Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of 
clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with construction 

• Project activities requiring site clearing and/or excavation will 
include stabilization practices to minimize soil erosion. A SWPPP 
will be prepared to instruct personnel on mitigation measures to 
prevent pollutants in storm water runoff from entering storm 
sewers and surface waters. The SWPPP will be prepared in 
accordance with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities, Permit No. 
GP-0-08-001 (effective April 2008). It will include erosion and 
sediment control facilities that consider the following documents: 
� NYSDEC Standards and Specifications for Erosion and 

Sediment Control (2005).  
� New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (the 

Design Manual) prepared by the Center for Watershed 
Protection for the NYSDEC (2008f). 

• In accordance with the General Permit, the University or its agent 
will be responsible to provide a qualified person to inspect 
disturbed areas for compliance with the SWPPP and the proposed 
erosion and sediment control measures. These inspections are to be 
completed at least every 7 days (1 inspection/week if disturbance 
<5 acres; 2/week if >5 acres). Based on the results of the 
inspection, the pollution prevention measures identified in the 
SWPPP are to be revised and implemented as appropriate by the 
Contractor within seven calendar days following the date of the 
inspection. Further mitigation measures are to be taken by the 
Contractor if warranted to keep sediment transport off site or 
discharge of sediment-laden runoff off site. 

 
Mitigation measures that may be employed to limit erosion include: 
• restricting the limits of construction to the minimum practicable 

area required to complete the work (including minimizing the 
location, number and width of required access routes) 

• restoring temporarily disturbed areas as soon as practicable to pre-
development conditions 

• avoiding steep slope areas to the extent practicable 
• minimizing the amount of bare soil exposed at one time 
• stockpiling material away from steep slopes and flowing water to 

minimize erosion 
• managing excess spoils off-site in accordance with applicable 

regulations (reuse alternatives should be considered by the 
contractor) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 
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• installing mulch and/or erosion control matting on disturbed areas 
• installing rip-rap or erosion control matting at the bottom of 

drainage  
• installing silt fencing and hay bales on slopes and around 

stockpiled material 
• using trench plugs and dewatering equipment (i.e., pumps and 

hoses) to direct sediment laden water from dewatering operations 
to temporary sediment traps or other approved devices to allow for 
sedimentation prior to discharge to adjacent streams.  

 
In addition, after construction activities are completed, the following 
restoration measures will be implemented: 
• subsoil will be properly graded and scarified before topsoil is 

added (loosening the soil surface where heavy equipment has been 
used by contour furrowing, imprinting with dozer, or scarification 
to facilitate subsequent vegetative growth or plantings) 

• seeding and mulching (site restoration will occur earlier in areas 
where no further disturbance is anticipated), and appropriate 
landscaping 

• temporary erosion control devices will be removed from the site 
upon final site stabilization 

• “green” alternatives such as the use of pervious surfaces for access 
routes will also be evaluated. 

  Land (Topography) • Topography at locations under consideration for data 
center is essentially level 

• Final site selection has not been made; potential for some alteration 
of site topography exists dependent on site selection and building 
design. 

• Contractors will be required to backfill excavations to the original 
ground surface level unless otherwise directed. Excavation areas 
will be filled according to the site-specific standards with suitable 
materials and compacted according to the contract specifications to 
minimize site alteration. 

• Minimize the amount of bare soil exposed at one time. 

• Based on the level topography of the project site, 
there will be no negative impact if common 
construction practices are followed to prevent 
erosion. 

  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts to surface or ground 
waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • Use of approximately 25,000 gpd of potable water for 
chiller make-up from cooling tower losses 

• Additional daily water demand for users (40 people at 
11 gal each per day) approximately 444 gpd 

• Generation of approximately 1500 gpd of sanitary 
wastewater and 9,000 gpd of cooling tower blowdown 

• City of Albany has indicated that adequate water supply is 
available for University’s use 

• Wastewater generation may be nominal and related to the staff 
located at the Data Center; potential options for wastewater 
disposal, subject to site selection, final design calculations, and 
project specific consultation and permitting with the City if 
Albany, include (a) connecting to the City of Albany system via 
the Woodville Pump Station, (b) connecting to the northern portion 
of the City of Albany system, and (c) connecting to the Town of 
Guilderland system. 

• Plan may also involve amending connections from existing 
buildings to provide off-setting capacity relief 

• As has occurred with respect to the Student 
Housing Project, discussions between the 
University and both the City of Albany and 
Town of Guilderland will be necessary to 
confirm that feasible options for the 
management of wastewater are available, as 
described in the DGEIS (see pages 87-89). 
However, a project-specific wastewater study 
may be required by the municipalities before 
they will accept wastewater into their sewer 
systems. 

• Should significant capital construction be 
necessary to connect to the municipal sewer with 
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• Cooling tower losses would comprise approximately 95% of water 
use 

the concomitant potential for significant 
environmental impacts, or the option of using 
the municipal sewer prove infeasible, a 
supplemental environmental review will be 
necessary. 

  Drainage • Siting identified as existing SBC building with 11,000 
sf addition 

• Proposed facilities will be designed in accordance with the NYS 
Stormwater Management Design Manual and provide sufficient 
mitigation to reduce post-development runoff rates to pre-
developed conditions or desired rates. 

• The DGEIS presents estimates of storm water 
that will be generated for the 1 year, 10 year and 
100 year storm by the implementation of these 
projects and the resulting creation of increased 
impervious surfaces. Storm water management 
may be incorporated into site and project designs 
and utilize on site retention (such as below 
ground basins or in-pipe storage); new on-
campus, above ground retention basins or; 
through discussions with the City or the Town of 
Guilderland, discharge to their storm systems. 
These options are considered reasonable; 
however, given the potential for issues with 
sewer capacities, they will be subject to site-
specific storm water studies that may be required 
by the municipalities before they will accept 
storm water into their sewer systems. Another 
common practice for cost-effective storm water 
management is the use of offsets, that is, the 
design of on-site controls for storm water 
discharges at an existing site, allowing storm 
water discharges from a new project; this option 
also would be subject to the approval of the 
municipal authority. 

• A specific storm water management option for 
this project will need to be evaluated in the 
context of the project design. A supplemental 
review (as described in this FGEIS) will be 
performed of potential impacts from the selected 
storm water management option. 

  Air • Generation of emissions associated with heating, 
chilling and hot water 

• Potential for generation of emissions from emergency 
generator(s) 

• Will require modification of existing state facility permit 
• A highly conservative analysis of potential air emissions from the 

proposed projects in the Capital Project Plan indicates that even 
under such assumptions, there will not be a significant impact on 
air emission. 

• Compliance with state air regulations is not 
expected to require other than a modification of 
the existing permit. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the DGEIS (see 
Table 1.4-1),  and Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, 
may impact air emissions. Under this 
circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required (see FGEIS Section 3.03). 
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  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
heating, chilling and hot water 

• Data centers are a major source of greenhouse gases 
by virtue of the energy that is released as waste heat 

• UAlbany has signed the American College and University 
Presidents Climate Commitment obligating the university to move 
to a carbon neutral position 

• As the next step in its commitment, UAlbany is preparing a 
Climate Action Plan indicating how it will achieve that goal 

• Design to evaluate feasibility of heat recovery and reuse options to 
reduce carbon footprint 

• Net total campus stationary source emissions will be significantly 
lower than pre-2009 levels due to discontinued use of No. 6 fuel 
oil. 

• Project operation will maintain consistency with 
the Climate Action Plan presently being 
developed by the University. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the DGEIS (see 
Table 1.4-1), and Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, 
may impact GHG emissions. Under this 
circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required. 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • No significant adverse impacts - loss of landscaping 
and urban habitat 

• Site vegetation consists of lawn and other landscape 
plants, not woodland or  characteristic hydrophytic 
wetland vegetation 

• No mitigation necessary – project involves reprogramming use of 
existing building 

• Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in the Landscape 
Master Plan. 

• None required. 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• Noise generation from mechanical systems 
• Condensation from potential chilling equipment 
 

• During construction, the following mitigation measures may be 
implemented: 
o Contractors will be responsible for using appropriate mufflers 

on machinery to mitigate potential construction-related noise 
impacts 

o Limiting work day construction activities to normal hours (the 
NYSDEC program policy suggests that limiting activity to 
normal work day hours is an effective mitigation [NYSDEC 
2001]) 

• Lighting to be shielded and focused down to reduce spillover and 
dark sky impacts. 

• Operating parameters to be set during work hours 
• Mechanical equipment to be sited towards campus service 

buildings 
• Lighting to be shielded and focused down to reduce spillover and 

dark sky impacts.  

• None required. 
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  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Impacts not anticipated • This portion of the campus was extensively and significantly 
disturbed during grading and construction of the campus, as 
confirmed in a 1962 photograph. 

• An independent archaeologist has indicated that 
no cultural resource investigations at the project 
site are recommended. Concurrence with his 
conclusion by NYSOPRHP for this project will 
be requested. Should NYSOPRHP require 
additional site investigations for further 
confirmation, they will be performed by the 
University.  

• If significant cultural resources are identified 
within the project area, project modifications 
will be made to the extent practicable to avoid or 
minimize potential impacts. Where avoidance is 
not feasible, a resource recovery plan will be 
developed that balances resource preservation, 
engineering, and environmental and economic 
concerns. This plan will be forwarded to the 
NYSOPRHP for review and approval prior to 
implementation and will include: field 
methodologies, crew characteristics (with 
resumes), techniques of collection, excavation, 
data recovery and analysis, facilities for 
treatment, preservation and storage of materials, 
and disposition of artifacts and specimens. 

  Transportation • Potential for localized increase construction-related 
delays (queued vehicles)  

• Completed project not anticipated to induce additional 
traffic to or on campus – project intended to provide 
additional space and increased infrastructure for data 
needs, with additional consolidation of some 
equipment at one location 

• No mitigation necessary • The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Energy • Cooling: 400 tons 
• Heating: 560,000 Btu/hr 
• Power: 2500 kVA capacity 

• Bringing this building on line will not significantly impact energy 
supplies or ability to deliver energy to the campus. 

• No new electrical facilities will be required. 
• As part of UAlbany’s commitment to reduce GHG emissions under 

the ACUPCC, and its sustainability planning process, the 
University is evaluating energy efficiency options; waste heat 
capture may be an option for this facility. 

• Project designed for LEED certification with emphasis on energy 
efficiency and sustainability 

• Should anticipated sources of cooling and power 
change from that indicated in the DGEIS and 
Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, a supplemental 
environmental review may be necessary. 



I:\Nys-Ogs.2069\42606.SUNY ALbany\Docs\FGEIS\FGEIS TAble 2-19-2010.doc 
Page 21 of 55 

 

Project 
Number 

 
Project 

 
Resource Impact Topic 

 
Impacts 

 
Mitigation/Recommendations1 

 
SEQR Thresholds for Further Evaluation2 

  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on emergency 
services during construction activities (additional calls 
for emergency services – municipal and campus EMS, 
fire, police) 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 

o contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and Protection of 
Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated with UAlbany 
and off-campus emergency service providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials 
(i.e., locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage 
cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with 
the proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum 
products during construction operation phases, including 
spill response procedures 

• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of a traffic plan. 

• Nominal increased need for emergency services over the long term 
is anticipated. 

• Appropriate plans and coordination relating to 
this project will be conducted with municipal 
emergency services so that effective response 
can be anticipated both during construction and 
during operation. 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Open Space and Recreation – no significant impacts 
associated with open space and recreation, either on or 
off campus; project will remove some open space if a 
new building is constructed for this use 

• Environmental Justice – no significant impacts 
associated with environmental justice; project will not 
adversely impact off-campus socioeconomics, 
demographics, or quality of life 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated 

• Options available to minimize solid waste generation 
and to divert materials away from landfills consistent 
with campus’ recycling and sustainability program 
(http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/recycling-and-waste-
reduction.shtml ) 

• Solid waste, consisting predominantly of typical office trash, will 
be stored in an enclosed, lidded unit prior to transportation and 
management off-site.  

• During the construction phase, contractors will be required to 
identify performance criteria related to construction methods and 
materials, which include: 

o an evaluation of material selection for interior and exterior 
building materials for recycled content and local material 

o diversion of construction and land clearing debris from 
landfill disposal 

o redirecting recyclable-recovered resources back to the 
manufacturing process 

o redirecting reusable materials to appropriate sites. 

• None required. 

5. Implement Various 
Athletics Improvements 

Land (Soils) • Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of 
clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with construction 

• Project activities requiring site clearing and/or excavation will 
include stabilization practices to minimize soil erosion. A SWPPP 
will be prepared to instruct personnel on mitigation measures to 
prevent pollutants in storm water runoff from entering storm 
sewers and surface waters. The SWPPP will be prepared in 
accordance with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities, Permit No. 
GP-0-08-001 (effective April 2008). It will include erosion and 
sediment control facilities that consider the following documents: 
� NYSDEC Standards and Specifications for Erosion and 

Sediment Control (2005).  
� New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (the 

Design Manual) prepared by the Center for Watershed 
Protection for the NYSDEC (2008f). 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 
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• In accordance with the General Permit, the University or its agent 
will be responsible to provide a qualified person to inspect 
disturbed areas for compliance with the SWPPP and the proposed 
erosion and sediment control measures. These inspections are to be 
completed at least every 7 days (1 inspection/week if disturbance 
<5 acres; 2/week if >5 acres). Based on the results of the 
inspection, the pollution prevention measures identified in the 
SWPPP are to be revised and implemented as appropriate by the 
Contractor within seven calendar days following the date of the 
inspection. Further mitigation measures are to be taken by the 
Contractor if warranted to keep sediment transport off site or 
discharge of sediment-laden runoff off site. 

 
Mitigation measures that may be employed to limit erosion include: 
• restricting the limits of construction to the minimum practicable 

area required to complete the work (including minimizing the 
location, number and width of required access routes) 

• restoring temporarily disturbed areas as soon as practicable to pre-
development conditions minimizing the amount of bare soil 
exposed at one time 

• stockpiling material away from steep slopes and flowing water to 
minimize erosion 

• managing excess spoils off-site in accordance with applicable 
regulations (reuse alternatives should be considered by the 
contractor) 

• installing mulch and/or erosion control matting on disturbed areas 
• installing rip-rap or erosion control matting at the bottom of 

drainage  
• installing silt fencing and hay bales on slopes and around 

stockpiled material 
• using trench plugs and dewatering equipment (i.e., pumps and 

hoses) to direct sediment laden water from dewatering operations 
to temporary sediment traps or other approved devices to allow for 
sedimentation prior to discharge to adjacent streams.  

 
In addition, after construction activities are completed, the following 
restoration measures will be implemented: 
• subsoil will be properly graded and scarified before topsoil is 

added (loosening the soil surface where heavy equipment has been 
used by contour furrowing, imprinting with dozer, or scarification 
to facilitate subsequent vegetative growth or plantings) 

• seeding and mulching (site restoration will occur earlier in areas 
where no further disturbance is anticipated), and appropriate 
landscaping 

• temporary erosion control devices will be removed from the site 
upon final site stabilization 

• “green” alternatives such as the use of pervious surfaces for access 
routes will also be evaluated 
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  Land (Topography) • Topography on the southern portion of campus is 
essentially level 

• Contractors will be required to backfill excavations to the original 
ground surface level unless otherwise directed. Excavation areas 
will be filled according to the site-specific standards with suitable 
materials and compacted according to the contract specifications to 
minimize site alteration. 

• Minimize the amount of bare soil exposed at one time. 

• Based on the level topography of the project site, 
there will be no negative impact if common 
construction practices are followed to prevent 
erosion. 

  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts to surface or ground 
waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • Use of approximately 50,000 gpd of potable water 
(estimated maximum during capacity stadium events; 
this demand is for the entire stadium, whereas only the 
demand in excess of present average attendance would 
be new) 

• Generation of approximately 50,000 gpd of sanitary 
wastewater (estimated maximum during capacity 
stadium events; this demand is for the entire stadium, 
whereas only the wastewater generated in excess of 
present average attendance would be new) 

• City of Albany has indicated that adequate water supply is 
available for University’s use 

• Report by Clough Harbour & Associates for the University 
(“Engineering Report, Proposed Sanitary Extension, SUNY at 
Albany;” June 20, 2007) recommended connection to Town of 
Guilderland system), and the Town had agreed that this option was 
acceptable 

• Plan may also involve amending connections from existing 
buildings to provide offsetting capacity relief 

• As has occurred with respect to the Student 
Housing Project, discussions between the 
University and the Town of Guilderland (and 
perhaps the City of Albany) will be necessary to 
confirm that feasible options for the 
management of wastewater are available, as 
described in the DGEIS (see pages 87-89). 
However, project-specific wastewater studies 
may be required by the municipalities before 
they will accept wastewater into their sewer 
systems. 

• Should significant capital construction be 
necessary to connect to the municipal sewer with 
the concomitant potential for significant 
environmental impacts, or the option of using 
the municipal sewer prove infeasible, a 
supplemental environmental review will be 
necessary. 

  Drainage • Project estimated to result in 2.1 acres of new 
impervious surfaces 

• 100 year storm estimated to generate approximately 
341,576 gpd storm water 

• Due to the size and nature of improvements, it appears storm water 
management improvements will need to be provided to directly 
service the Multi-Use Athletic Facility. 

• The storm water management facility will be designed in 
accordance with the NYS Stormwater Management Design Manual 
and also mitigate increased runoff rates under post-developed 
conditions to equal or less than pre-developed conditions for the 1, 
10, and 100-yr storms. 

• The DGEIS presents estimates of storm water 
that will be generated for the 1 year, 10 year and 
100 year storm by the implementation of these 
projects and the resulting creation of increased 
impervious surfaces. Storm water management 
may be incorporated into site and project designs 
and utilize on site retention (such as below 
ground basins or in-pipe storage);existing above 
ground detention basins (such as Indian Pond); 
new on-campus, above ground retention basins 
or; through discussions with the City or the 
Town of Guilderland, discharge to their storm 
systems. These options are considered 
reasonable; however, given the potential for 
issues with sewer capacities, they will be subject 
to site-specific storm water studies that may be 
required by the municipalities before they will 
accept storm water into their sewer systems. 
Another common practice for cost-effective 
storm water management is the use of offsets, 
that is, the design of on-site controls for storm 
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water discharges at an existing site, allowing 
storm water discharges from a new project; this 
option also would be subject to the approval of 
the municipal authority. 

• A specific storm water management option for 
this project will need to be evaluated in the 
context of the project design. A supplemental 
review (as described in this FGEIS) will be 
performed of potential impacts from the selected 
storm water management option. 

  Air • Generation of emissions associated with heating, 
chilling and hot water  

• Potential for generation of emissions from emergency 
generator(s) 

• Will require modification of existing state facility permit 
• A highly conservative analysis of potential air emissions from the 

proposed projects in the Capital Project Plan indicates that even 
under such assumptions, there will not be a significant impact on 
air emission. 

• Compliance with state air regulations is not 
expected to require other than a modification of 
the existing permit. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the DGEIS (see 
Table 1.4-1), and Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, 
may impact air emissions. Under this 
circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required (see FGEIS Section 3.03). 

  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
heating, chilling and hot water 

• Some increased indirect emissions from autos due to 
increased stadium attendance; to be offset in part by 
emphasis on mass transit 

• UAlbany has signed the American College and University 
Presidents Climate Commitment obligating the university to move 
to a carbon neutral position 

• As the next step in its commitment, UAlbany is preparing a 
Climate Action Plan indicating how it will achieve that goal 

• Project operation will maintain consistency with 
the Climate Action Plan presently being 
developed by the University. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the DGEIS (see 
Table 1.4-1), and Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, 
may impact GHG emissions. Under this 
circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required. 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • Most of project site presently consists of existing 
outdoor athletic facilities – some loss of landscaping 
and urban habitat 

• Site vegetation consists of lawn and other landscape 
plants, not woodlands or characteristic hydrophytic 
wetland vegetation 

• No significant adverse impacts  

• No mitigation necessary • Landscaping to be consistent with planned 
athletic field use and the guidelines in the 
Landscape Master Plan. 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• Potential for increased noise and traffic from events at 
new stadium if additional amenities increases numbers 
of spectators  

• Lighting may be increased at new facilities 

• Based on distance from residential neighborhoods, incremental 
additional noise not likely to represent a significant adverse 
impact; may be noticeable on days of capacity events at the 
enhanced stadium 

• Lighting may be visible from surrounding neighborhoods during 
evening events, depending on final location and configuration of 
Multi-Use Athletic Facility 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. Implementation of this plan will 
minimize disruption of adjacent neighborhood 
during special events. 
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  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Impacts not anticipated • This portion of the campus was extensively and significantly 
disturbed during grading and construction of the campus, as 
confirmed in a 1962 photograph. 

• An independent archaeologist has indicated that 
no cultural resource investigations at the project 
site are recommended. Concurrence with his 
conclusion by NYSOPRHP for this project will 
be requested. Should NYSOPRHP require 
additional site investigations for further 
confirmation, they will be performed by the 
University.  

• If significant cultural resources are identified 
within the project area, project modifications 
will be made to the extent practicable to avoid or 
minimize potential impacts. Where avoidance is 
not feasible, a resource recovery plan will be 
developed that balances resource preservation, 
engineering, and environmental and economic 
concerns. This plan will be forwarded to the 
NYSOPRHP for review and approval prior to 
implementation and will include: field 
methodologies, crew characteristics (with 
resumes), techniques of collection, excavation, 
data recovery and analysis, facilities for 
treatment, preservation and storage of materials, 
and disposition of artifacts and specimens. 

  Transportation • Potential for localized increase construction-related 
delays (queued vehicles)  

• Present stadium can accommodate 10,000, with 5,000 
in seats; however, enhanced stadium facility with 
seating for 10,000 and improved facilities may result 
in increased attendance and use for additional events 

• Potential for increase in traffic for University 
intercollegiate sporting events. Only 10-12 events on 
the scale of a UAlbany football game are anticipated 
during a typical year, with an additional 8 - 10 events 
on the level of a UAlbany lacrosse game. Smaller 
events are likely to be scheduled throughout the year, 
such as commencement, local high school football or 
lacrosse games. The University will work to avoid 
scheduling other major events on campus concurrently 
with home football games. 

• Intent is to use faculty, commuter and visitor parking lots for 
weekend (e.g., intercollegiate football and other major) events and 
will seek events in off hours when the Uptown parking capacity is 
available for use 

• Additional parking opportunities on adjacent Harriman Campus, 
with shuttle buses provided by University (similar program used by 
Syracuse University among many others). The University has 
recently (February 18, 2010) confirmed with the Deputy 
Commissioner of the New York State Office of General Services 
(NYSOGS) that parking lots on the Harriman Campus could be 
made available for surge space parking (with University shuttles) 
for any large events that may be programmed at the University, 
including events associated with Project No. 5, Implement Various 
Athletic Improvements. 

• Will coordinate with campus and local police for traffic control, 
preparation of transportation management plan for use on days of 
events to control peak traffic conditions 

• Mass transit initiatives, including Project 12, Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT), are intended to minimize automobile traffic to campus and 
would be expected to be used heavily for larger events 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

• Most stadium events that will result in capacity 
or attendance significantly above that at present 
are likely to occur in the evening or on 
weekends, when parking lots on the Uptown 
Campus or the Harriman Campus are 
underutilized or largely not utilized. As noted 
herein, the University has confirmed with the 
New York State Department of General Services 
that parking lots on the Harriman Campus may 
be used for stadium events. 

  Energy • Project parameters not yet defined • No new electrical facilities will be required. 
• Energy efficiency options to be evaluated at the time of design. 

• Should anticipated sources of cooling, heating 
and power needs change from that noted in the 
DGEIS (see Table 1.4-1), and Table 3.1-1 of this 
FGEIS, a supplemental environmental review 
may be necessary.  
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  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on emergency 
services during construction activities (additional calls 
for emergency services – municipal and campus EMS, 
fire, police) 

• Need for coordination with campus police and other 
municipal agencies for traffic control during major 
campus events at new facility 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 

o Construction contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and 
Protection of Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated 
with UAlbany and off-campus emergency service 
providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials 
(i.e., locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage 
cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with 
the proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum 
products during construction operation phases, including 
spill response procedures 

• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on-campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of above traffic plan. 

• Potential need for coordination with local police for traffic control, 
preparation of transportation management plan for use on days of 
events. However, the maximum capacity of the new facilities will 
only be nominally increasing from current levels (20% additional 
seating capacity). 

• Appropriate plans and coordination relating to 
this project will be conducted with municipal 
emergency services so that effective response 
can be anticipated both during construction and 
during operation. 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

• A separate management plan will be prepared by 
the University and shared with municipal 
services for implementation during stadium 
events. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Socioeconomics – no significant adverse impacts on 
local economics, although events at new stadium 
likely will require supplies and services to be derived 
from the community. 

• Community services – while University has its own 
police and EMT services, the project may result in 
additional calls for support from surrounding 
communities. 

• Environmental Justice – will not adversely impact 
environmental justice communities. 

• Recreation – no significant adverse impacts to 
recreational resources 

• Land use – will result in a reconfiguration of land uses 
in this area of campus. 

• Open Space – no significant adverse impacts to open 
space resources. 

• Mitigation consists of adequate consultation and planning with 
surrounding municipalities to coordinate needs for external 
services, if necessary 

• None required. 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated 

• Consistent with the nature of events scheduled at the 
stadium, anticipated attendance and potential 
tailgating, litter and recycling collection will be 
provided at parking lots to minimize litter on campus 
and as vehicles leave on-campus and off campus 
parking lots. 

• Options available to minimize solid waste generation 
and to divert materials away from landfills consistent 
with campus’ recycling and sustainability program 
(http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/recycling-and-waste-
reduction.shtml ) 

• Solid waste, consisting predominantly of typical office trash and 
waste from concessions during athletic events, will be stored in an 
enclosed, lidded unit prior to transportation and management off-
site.  

• During the construction phase, contractors will be required to 
identify performance criteria related to construction methods and 
materials, which include: 

o an evaluation of material selection for interior and exterior 
building materials for recycled content and local material 

o diversion of construction and land clearing debris from 
landfill disposal 

o redirecting recyclable-recovered resources back to the 
manufacturing process 

o redirecting reusable materials to appropriate sites. 

• None required. 
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6. Purple Path Continuation Land (Soils) • Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of 
clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with construction 

• Project activities requiring site clearing and/or excavation will 
include stabilization practices to minimize soil erosion. A SWPPP 
will be prepared to instruct personnel on mitigation measures to 
prevent pollutants in storm water runoff from entering storm 
sewers or surface waters along the route. The SWPPP will be 
prepared in accordance with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit 
for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities, Permit 
No. GP-0-08-001 (effective April 2008). It will include erosion and 
sediment control facilities that consider the following documents: 
� NYSDEC Standards and Specifications for Erosion and 

Sediment Control (2005).  
� New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (the 

Design Manual) prepared by the Center for Watershed 
Protection for the NYSDEC (2008f). 

• In accordance with the General Permit, the University or its agent 
will be responsible to provide a qualified person to inspect 
disturbed areas for compliance with the SWPPP and the proposed 
erosion and sediment control measures. These inspections are to be 
completed at least every 7 days (1 inspection/week if disturbance 
<5 acres; 2/week if >5 acres). Based on the results of the 
inspection, the pollution prevention measures identified in the 
SWPPP are to be revised and implemented as appropriate by the 
Contractor within seven calendar days following the date of the 
inspection. Further mitigation measures are to be taken by the 
Contractor if warranted to keep sediment transport off site or 
discharge of sediment-laden runoff off site. 

 
Mitigation measures that may be employed to limit erosion include: 
• restricting the limits of construction to the minimum practicable 

area required to complete the work  
• restoring temporarily disturbed areas as soon as practicable to pre-

development conditions 
• minimizing the amount of bare soil exposed at one time 
• stockpiling material away from steep slopes and flowing water to 

minimize erosion 
• managing excess spoils off-site in accordance with applicable 

regulations (reuse alternatives should be considered by the 
contractor) 

• installing mulch and/or erosion control matting on disturbed areas 
• installing rip-rap or erosion control matting at the bottom of 

drainage  
• installing silt fencing and hay bales on slopes and around 

stockpiled material 
• using trench plugs and dewatering equipment (i.e., pumps and 

hoses) to direct sediment laden water from dewatering operations 
to temporary sediment traps or other approved devices to allow for 
sedimentation prior to discharge to adjacent streams. 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Land (Topography) • Topography varies as the route of the Purple Path 
follows the perimeter road around campus. Design 
will follow the topography of the route around 
campus, and may be only minimally altered by 
construction of the project. 

• Contractors will be required to backfill excavations to the original 
ground surface level unless otherwise directed. Excavation areas 
will be filled according to the site-specific standards with suitable 
materials and compacted according to the contract specifications to 
minimize site alteration. 

• Minimize the amount of bare soil exposed at one time. 

• Topography of the route for the Purple Path 
varies considerably across campus. However, 
there will be no negative impact if common 
construction practices are followed to prevent 
erosion. 
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  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts; no uses of or releases 
to surface or ground waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • No use of water or discharge of wastewater • No mitigation necessary • None required. 
  Drainage • Potential for erosion on slopes • Design with permeable surfaces, and account for drainage flow 

where slopes are encountered. 
• Topography of the route for the Purple Path 

varies considerably across campus. However, 
there will be no negative impact if common 
construction practices are followed to prevent 
erosion. 

  Air • Impacts associated with construction – emissions from 
construction equipment 

• No emissions following completion of construction 

• No mitigation necessary, except as relates to required emissions 
controls for construction equipment 

• Purple Path will encourage pedestrian access, with the potential for 
a decrease in mobile source emissions in the area 

• None required. 

  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
construction; none following construction 

• No mitigation necessary, subject to review of portions of final 
route 

• Purple Path will encourage pedestrian access; potential positive 
impact (reduction) in GHG emissions 

• None required. 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • No significant adverse impacts, since route follows 
perimeter road - loss of landscaping and urban habitat 

• Review of route for potential sensitive habitat (e.g., wetlands), 
especially on southeastern portion of campus 

• Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in the Landscape 
Master Plan 

• None required. 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• Installation of security lighting along path route, 
consistent with existing campus aesthetics 

• Lighting to be shielded and focused down to reduce spillover and 
dark sky impacts. 

• Potential for enhancement of community 
aesthetics due to the potential for improved 
community access to recreational walking and 
jogging. 

  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Impacts not anticipated; activity will involve only 
surface features at previously disturbed location 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Transportation • Not anticipated to induce additional traffic to or on 
campus – project enhances non-motorized movement 
around campus 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 
• Potential for a reduction in vehicular traffic in 

the area of campus due to improved pedestrian 
access. 

  Energy • Impacts not anticipated, except for electricity for 
security lighting along path 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on municipal 
emergency services during construction activities 
(additional calls for emergency services – EMS, fire, 
campus police). 

• Construction of this project anticipated to increase 
pedestrian and bicyclist safety around campus, and 
improve access for off campus pedestrians who use 
the campus for recreational walking. 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 

o contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and Protection of 
Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated with UAlbany 
and off-campus emergency service providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials 
(i.e., locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage 
cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with 
the proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum 
products during construction operation phases, including 
spill response procedures 
 

• None required. 
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• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on-campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of a traffic plan. 

• Post-construction service needs not expected to increase from 
present campus requirements, since campus community uses 
existing paths and grass along perimeter road for walking/jogging. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Open Space and Recreation – no significant adverse 
impacts associated with open space and recreation, 
either on or off campus; project will facilitate safer use 
of campus for students, faculty, staff, visitors and 
recreational walkers and bicyclists from surrounding 
community 

• Environmental Justice – no significant impacts 
associated with environmental justice; project will not 
adversely impact off-campus socioeconomics, 
demographics, or quality of life 

• No mitigation necessary • Purple Path will provide the community with an 
improved and safer opportunity for recreational 
walking and jogging. 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated – minimal amounts of 
solid waste generated during construction, none during 
operation. 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

7. Northern Landscape 
Improvement Project 

Land (Soils, Geology, 
Topography) 

• Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of 
clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with landscaping 

• No mitigation necessary other than typical construction practices to 
prevent erosion. 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. The Landscape master Plan for 
the campus will be the guide for this program, 
including with respect to the prevention of 
erosion. 

  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts; no uses of or releases 
to surface or ground waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • Water largely provided by irrigation system 
• No wastewater generation 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Drainage • No significant adverse impacts. Project involves 
enhancement of permeable surfaces 

• Opportunity for design to include principles of rain gardens 
appropriate to selected landscaping 

• None required. 
• Improved landscaping will enhance capture and 

percolation of storm water to the subsurface, 
potentially reducing runoff. 

  Air • Impacts associated with construction - emissions from 
construction equipment 

• No emissions following completion of construction 

• No mitigation necessary, except as relates to required emissions 
controls for construction equipment 

• None required. 
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  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
construction; none following construction, except for 
landscape maintenance 

• Improved landscape and tree survivability contributes 
to carbon sequestration 

• No mitigation necessary • Landscaping improvements may enhance 
sequestration of carbon. 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • No significant adverse impacts - loss of existing 
landscaping; replacement with landscaping more 
appropriate to campus and survivability of plantings 

• Vegetation consists of lawn and other landscape 
plants, not characteristic hydrophytic wetland 
vegetation 

• Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in the Landscape 
Master Plan. 

• No mitigation necessary. 

• None required. 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• No adverse impacts • No mitigation necessary • None required. 
• Improvements in landscaping will offer the on-

campus community, off-campus visitors and 
casual visitors from surrounding neighborhoods 
an improved aesthetic on campus. 

  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Impacts not anticipated; activity will involve only 
surface features at previously disturbed location 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Transportation • Not anticipated to induce additional traffic to or on 
campus 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Energy • No adverse impacts – no post-construction energy use, 
except for maintenance equipment 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Public Health and Safety • No significant adverse impacts associated public 
health and safety anticipated 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• No significant adverse impacts associated with 
community character and land use anticipated 

• Intent of landscaping project is to replace existing 
landscaping with plantings selected for survivability 
and greater consistency with original architectural 
plans for the campus 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 
• Improvements in landscaping will offer the on-

campus community, off-campus visitors and 
casual visitors from surrounding neighborhoods 
an improved aesthetic on campus. 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated – minimal amounts of 
solid waste generated during construction, none during 
operation. 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

8. State Quad Parking Lot 
Expansion 

Land (Soils, Geology, 
Topography) 

• Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of 
clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with construction 

• Project activities requiring site clearing and/or excavation will 
include stabilization practices to minimize soil erosion. A SWPPP 
will be prepared to instruct personnel on mitigation measures to 
prevent pollutants in storm water runoff from entering storm 
sewers and surface waters. The SWPPP will be prepared in 
accordance with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities, Permit No. 
GP-0-08-001 (effective April 2008). It will include erosion and 
sediment control facilities that consider the following documents: 
� NYSDEC Standards and Specifications for Erosion and 

Sediment Control (2005).  
� New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (the 

Design Manual) prepared by the Center for Watershed 
Protection for the NYSDEC (2008f). 

• In accordance with the General Permit, the University or its agent 
will be responsible to provide a qualified person to inspect 
disturbed areas for compliance with the SWPPP and the proposed 
erosion and sediment control measures. These inspections are to be 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

• Based on the level topography of the project site, 
there will be no negative impact if common 
construction practices are followed to prevent 
erosion. 
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completed at least every 7 days (1 inspection/week if disturbance 
<5 acres; 2/week if >5 acres). Based on the results of the 
inspection, the pollution prevention measures identified in the 
SWPPP are to be revised and implemented as appropriate by the 
Contractor within seven calendar days following the date of the 
inspection. Further mitigation measures are to be taken by the 
Contractor if warranted to keep sediment transport off site or 
discharge of sediment-laden runoff off site. 

 
Mitigation measures that may be employed to limit erosion include: 
• restricting the limits of construction to the minimum practicable 

area required to complete the work (including minimizing the 
location, number and width of required access routes) 

• restoring temporarily disturbed areas as soon as practicable to pre-
development conditions 

• minimizing the amount of bare soil exposed at one time 
• stockpiling material away from steep slopes and flowing water to 

minimize erosion 
• managing excess spoils off-site in accordance with applicable 

regulations (reuse alternatives should be considered by the 
contractor) 

• installing mulch and/or erosion control matting on disturbed areas 
• installing rip-rap or erosion control matting at the bottom of 

drainage  
• installing silt fencing and hay bales on slopes and around 

stockpiled material 
• using trench plugs and dewatering equipment (i.e., pumps and 

hoses) to direct sediment laden water from dewatering operations 
to temporary sediment traps or other approved devices to allow for 
sedimentation prior to discharge to adjacent streams.  

 
In addition, after construction activities are completed, the following 
restoration measures will be implemented: 
• subsoil will be properly graded and scarified before topsoil is 

added (loosening the soil surface where heavy equipment has been 
used by contour furrowing, imprinting with dozer, or scarification 
to facilitate subsequent vegetative growth or plantings) 

• seeding and mulching (site restoration will occur earlier in areas 
where no further disturbance is anticipated), and appropriate 
landscaping 

• temporary erosion control devices will be removed from the site 
upon final site stabilization 

• “green” alternatives such as the use of pervious surfaces for access 
routes will also be evaluated 

  Land (Topography) • Topography adjacent to the State Quad is essentially 
level 

• Contractors will be required to backfill excavations to the original 
ground surface level unless otherwise directed. Excavation areas 
will be filled according to the site-specific standards with suitable 
materials and compacted according to the contract specifications to 
minimize site alteration. 

• Minimize the amount of bare soil exposed at one time. 

• Based on the level topography of the project site, 
there will be no negative impact if common 
construction practices are followed to prevent 
erosion. 
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  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts to surface or ground 
waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • No water needs 
• No wastewater generation 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Drainage • Increased impermeable surfaces of 2.3 ac 
• 100 year storm to result in generation of 

approximately 374,000 gpd storm water 

• Opportunities to include permeable surfaces in design of parking 
lot addition 

• Proposed facilities will be designed in accordance with the NYS 
Stormwater Management Design Manual and provide sufficient 
mitigation to reduce post-developed runoff rates to pre-developed 
conditions or desired rates. 

• The DGEIS presents estimates of storm water 
that will be generated for the 1 year, 10 year and 
100 year storm by the implementation of these 
projects and the resulting creation of increased 
impervious surfaces. Storm water management 
may be incorporated into site and project designs 
and utilize on site retention (such as below 
ground basins or in-pipe storage); new on-
campus, above ground retention basins or; 
through discussions with the City or the Town of 
Guilderland, discharge to their storm systems. 
These options are considered reasonable; 
however, given the potential for issues with 
sewer capacities, they will be subject to site-
specific storm water studies that may be required 
by the municipalities before they will accept 
storm water into their sewer systems. Another 
common practice for cost-effective storm water 
management is the use of offsets, that is, the 
design of on-site controls for storm water 
discharges at an existing site, allowing storm 
water discharges from a new project; this option 
also would be subject to the approval of the 
municipal authority. 

• A specific storm water management option for 
this project will need to be evaluated in the 
context of the project design. A supplemental 
review (as described in this FGEIS in Section 
3.03) will be performed of potential impacts 
from the selected storm water management 
option. 

  Air • Impacts associated with construction – emissions from 
construction equipment 

• No stationary sources of emissions following 
completion of construction 

• No significant increase in mobile source emissions; 
project intended to offset loss of parking spaces 
elsewhere on campus 

• The intent is that the parking spaces in this project will be 
sufficient to replace spaces displaced by other projects in this 
Capital Project Plan 

• No mitigation necessary, except as relates to required emissions 
controls for construction equipment 

• Should additional parking spaces over the 250 
spaces proposed, a supplemental review (as 
described in this FGEIS in Section 3.03) will be 
performed. 

  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
construction; none following construction, except for 
parking lot maintenance (e.g., snow plowing) 

• The intent is that the parking spaces in this project only will be 
sufficient to replace spaces displaced by other projects in this 
Capital Project Plan.  

• No mitigation necessary 

• Should additional parking spaces over the 250 
spaces proposed, a supplemental review (as 
described in this FGEIS in Section 3.03) will be 
performed. 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • No significant adverse impacts - loss of landscaping • Landscaping improvements in and around parking lot to be • None required 
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(lawn) 
• Site vegetation consists of lawn and other landscape 

plants, not characteristic hydrophytic wetland 
vegetation 

consistent with guidelines in the Landscape Master Plan. 
• No mitigation necessary 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• Installation of security lighting in parking lot, 
consistent with existing campus aesthetics 

• Car noise transferred from location of other parking, 
displaced by other project construction 

• Lighting to be shielded and focused down to reduce spillover and 
dark sky impacts. 

• Lighting at this location not visible from residential 
neighborhoods; visibility from Washington Avenue consistent with 
existing character of campus 

• Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in the Landscape 
Master Plan. 

• No other mitigation necessary 

• None required. 
• None required. 

  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Impacts not anticipated; activity will involve only 
surface features (modifying lawn to parking lot) at 
previously disturbed location 

• No mitigation necessary • An independent archaeologist has indicated that 
no cultural resource investigations at the project 
site are recommended. Concurrence with his 
conclusion by NYSOPRHP for this project will 
be requested. Should NYSOPRHP require 
additional site investigations for further 
confirmation, they will be performed by the 
University.  

• If significant cultural resources are identified 
within the project area, project modifications 
may be made to the extent practicable to avoid 
or minimize potential impacts. Where avoidance 
is not feasible, a resource recovery plan will be 
developed that balances resource preservation, 
engineering, and environmental and economic 
concerns. This plan will be forwarded to the 
NYSOPRHP for review and approval prior to 
implementation and will include: field 
methodologies, crew characteristics (with 
resumes), techniques of collection, excavation, 
data recovery and analysis, facilities for 
treatment, preservation and storage of materials, 
and disposition of artifacts and specimens. 

  Transportation • Potential for localized increase construction-related 
delays (queued vehicles)  

• Project intended to offset parking losses due to 
construction projects on other parking lot(s) 

• No mitigation necessary • The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Energy • No significant adverse impacts; energy use for 
security lighting only 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 
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  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on emergency 
services during construction activities (additional calls 
for emergency services – municipal and campus EMS, 
fire, police) 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 

o contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and Protection of 
Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated with UAlbany 
and off-campus emergency service providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials 
(i.e., locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage 
cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with 
the proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum 
products during construction operation phases, including 
spill response procedures 

• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on-campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of a traffic plan. 

• Appropriate plans and coordination relating to 
this project will be conducted with municipal 
emergency services so that effective response 
can be anticipated both during construction and 
during operation. 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Open Space and Recreation – no significant impacts 
associated with open space and recreation, either on or 
off campus; project will remove approximately 50,000 
sq ft (1.1 acres) to 70,000 sq ft (1.6 acres) of existing 
lawn space west of the existing parking lot (based on a 
typical design minimum of 9 ft x 18 ft for a parking 
space) 

• Environmental Justice – no significant impacts 
associated with environmental justice; project will not 
adversely impact off-campus socioeconomics, 
demographics, or quality of life 

• No mitigation necessary • The intent of this expansion is to replace parking 
spaces displaced by other elements of the 
Capital Project Plan. Should additional parking 
spaces be added as part of this project, a 
supplemental environmental review will be 
performed (see Section 3.03 of the FGEIS). 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated – minimal amounts of 
solid waste generated during construction, none during 
operation. 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

9. Multi-Discipline Science 
Surge Building 

Land (Soils, Geology, 
Topography) 

• Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of 
clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with construction 

• Project activities requiring site clearing and/or excavation will 
include stabilization practices to minimize soil erosion. A SWPPP 
will be prepared to instruct personnel on mitigation measures to 
prevent pollutants in storm water runoff from entering storm 
sewers and surface waters. The SWPPP will be prepared in 
accordance with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities, Permit No. 
GP-0-08-001 (effective April 2008). It will include erosion and 
sediment control facilities that consider the following documents: 
� NYSDEC Standards and Specifications for Erosion and 

Sediment Control (2005).  
� New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (the 

Design Manual) prepared by the Center for Watershed 
Protection for the NYSDEC (2008f). 

• In accordance with the General Permit, the University or its agent 
will be responsible to provide a qualified person to inspect 
disturbed areas for compliance with the SWPPP and the proposed 
erosion and sediment control measures. These inspections are to be 
completed at least every 7 days (1 inspection/week if disturbance 
<5 acres; 2/week if >5 acres). Based on the results of the 
inspection, the pollution prevention measures identified in the 
SWPPP are to be revised and implemented as appropriate by the 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 
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Contractor within seven calendar days following the date of the 
inspection. Further mitigation measures are to be taken by the 
Contractor if warranted to keep sediment transport off site or 
discharge of sediment-laden runoff off site. 

 
Mitigation measures that may be employed to limit erosion include: 
• restricting the limits of construction to the minimum practicable 

area required to complete the work (including minimizing the 
location, number and width of required access routes) 

• restoring temporarily disturbed areas as soon as practicable to pre-
development conditions 

• minimizing the amount of bare soil exposed at one time 
• stockpiling material away from steep slopes and flowing water to 

minimize erosion 
• managing excess spoils off-site in accordance with applicable 

regulations (reuse alternatives should be considered by the 
contractor) 

• installing mulch and/or erosion control matting on disturbed areas 
• installing rip-rap or erosion control matting at the bottom of 

drainage  
• installing silt fencing and hay bales on slopes and around 

stockpiled material 
• using trench plugs and dewatering equipment (i.e., pumps and 

hoses) to direct sediment laden water from dewatering operations 
to temporary sediment traps or other approved devices to allow for 
sedimentation prior to discharge to adjacent streams.  

 
In addition, after construction activities are completed, the following 
restoration measures will be implemented: 
• subsoil will be properly graded and scarified before topsoil is 

added (loosening the soil surface where heavy equipment has been 
used by contour furrowing, imprinting with dozer, or scarification 
to facilitate subsequent vegetative growth or plantings) 

• seeding and mulching (site restoration will occur earlier in areas 
where no further disturbance is anticipated), and appropriate 
landscaping 

• temporary erosion control devices will be removed from the site 
upon final site stabilization 

• “green” alternatives such as the use of pervious surfaces for access 
routes will also be evaluated 

  Land (Topography) • Topography adjacent to the Life Sciences building is 
slightly sloped 

• Contractors will be required to backfill excavations to the original 
ground surface level unless otherwise directed. Excavation areas 
will be filled according to the site-specific standards with suitable 
materials and compacted according to the contract specifications to 
minimize site alteration. 

• Minimize the amount of bare soil exposed at one time. 

• Based on the level topography of the project site, 
there will be no negative impact if common 
construction practices are followed to prevent 
erosion. 
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  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts to surface or ground 
waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • Use of approximately 36,000 gpd of potable water 
• Generation of approximately 36,000 gpd of sanitary 

wastewater  

• City of Albany has indicated that adequate water supply is 
available for University’s use for the components of the Capital 
Project Plan 

• Potential options for wastewater disposal, subject to final design 
calculations and project specific consultation with the City if 
Albany, include (a) connecting to the City of Albany system via 
the Woodville Pump Station, (b) connecting to the northern portion 
of the City of Albany system, and (c) connecting to the Town of 
Guilderland system. 

• Plan may also involve amending connections from existing 
buildings to provide offsetting capacity relief 

• As has occurred with respect to the Student 
Housing Project, discussions between the 
University and both the City of Albany and 
Town of Guilderland will be necessary to 
confirm that feasible options for the 
management of wastewater are available, as 
described in the DGEIS (see pages 87-89). 
However, project-specific wastewater studies 
may be required by the municipalities before 
they will accept wastewater into their sewer 
systems. 

• Should significant capital construction be 
necessary to connect to the municipal sewer with 
the concomitant potential for significant 
environmental impacts, or the option of using 
the municipal sewer prove infeasible, a 
supplemental environmental review will be 
necessary. 

  Drainage • 100 year storm to result in generation of 
approximately 374,100 gpd storm water 

• Due to the size and location of proposed improvements, it appears 
separate storm water management facilities would not directly 
service each of the proposed projects.  

• However, proprietary devices such as water quality filters or 
similar devices along with underground storm water detention 
could be other alternatives that could be considered. 

• It may also be possible to provide storm water management 
facilities downstream of the proposed locations that could be 
designed to include additional areas within the campus.  

• Proposed facilities will be designed in accordance with the NYS 
Stormwater Management Design Manual and provide sufficient 
mitigation to reduce post-developed runoff rates to pre-developed 
conditions or desired rates. 

• The DGEIS presents estimates of storm water 
that will be generated for the 1 year, 10 year and 
100 year storm by the implementation of these 
projects and the resulting creation of increased 
impervious surfaces (also see Table3.1-2 in this 
FGEIS). Storm water management may be 
incorporated into site and project designs and 
utilize on site retention (such as below ground 
basins or in-pipe storage); new on-campus, 
above ground retention basins or; through 
discussions with the City or the Town of 
Guilderland, discharge to their storm systems. 
These options are considered reasonable; 
however, given the potential for issues with 
sewer capacities, they will be subject to site-
specific storm water studies that may be required 
by the municipalities before they will accept 
storm water into their sewer systems. Another 
common practice for cost-effective storm water 
management is the use of offsets, that is, the 
design of on-site controls for storm water 
discharges at an existing site, allowing storm 
water discharges from a new project; this option 
also would be subject to the approval of the 
municipal authority. 

• A specific storm water management option for 
this project will need to be evaluated in the 
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context of the project design. A supplemental 
review (as described in this FGEIS) will be 
performed of potential impacts from the selected 
storm water management option. 

  Air • Generation of emissions associated with heating, 
chilling and hot water 

• Potential for generation of emissions from emergency 
generator(s) 

• Will require modification of existing state facility permit 
• A highly conservative analysis of potential air emissions from the 

proposed projects in the Capital Project Plan indicates that even 
under such assumptions, there will not be a significant impact on 
air emission. 

• This analysis does not include the Multi-Discipline Science Surge 
Building, which is conceptual and for which there is no 
information available at the present time; however, emissions 
based on heating demand for this building might be considered to 
be of the magnitude of the New Business School Building and, 
therefore, would not alter these conclusions 

• Compliance with state air regulations is not 
expected to require other than a modification of 
the existing permit. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted herein and in the 
FGEIS (see Table 3.1-1) may impact air 
emissions. Under this circumstance, a 
supplemental review may be required (see 
FGEIS Section 3.03). 

• Design of the building will include an evaluation 
of the emissions from fume hoods to ensure that 
re-entrainment in building air intakes, or nearby 
building air intakes, does not occur. 

  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
heating, chilling and hot water 

• UAlbany has signed the American College and University 
Presidents Climate Commitment obligating the university to move 
to a carbon neutral position 

• As the next step in its commitment, UAlbany is preparing a 
Climate Action Plan indicating how it will achieve that goal 

• Net total campus stationary source emissions will be significantly 
lower than pre-2009 levels due to discontinued use of No. 6 fuel 
oil. 

• Project operation will maintain consistency with 
the Climate Action Plan presently being 
developed by the University. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the FGEIS (see 
Table 3.1-1) may impact GHG emissions. Under 
this circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required. 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • No significant adverse impacts - loss of landscaping 
and urban habitat 

• Site vegetation consists of lawn and other landscape 
plants, not characteristic hydrophytic wetland 
vegetation 

• No mitigation necessary 
• Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in the Landscape 

Master Plan. 

• None required. 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• No significant adverse impacts: 
o Noise generation from building operation 

minimal 
o Exterior security lighting and interior lighting 

consistent with adjacent campus buildings; not 
visible to residential areas or other sensitive 
receptors 

o Visual profile consistent with adjacent campus 
buildings 

• Lighting to be shielded and focused down to reduce spillover and 
dark sky impacts. 

• No other mitigation necessary 

• None required. 

  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Potential for disruption of undiscovered archeological 
resources due to construction 

• Central portion of the campus was extensively and significantly 
disturbed during grading and construction of the campus, as 
confirmed in a 1962 photograph. 

• Phase IA/IB investigation may be necessary if Surge Building site 
is selected outside the historically disturbed area. 

• An independent archaeologist has indicated that 
no cultural resource investigations at the project 
site are recommended. Concurrence with his 
conclusion by NYSOPRHP for this project will 
be requested. Should NYSOPRHP require 
additional site investigations for further 
confirmation, they will be performed by the 
University.  

• If significant cultural resources are identified 
within the project area, project modifications 
may be made to the extent practicable to avoid 
or minimize potential impacts. Where avoidance 
is not feasible, a resource recovery plan will be 
developed that balances resource preservation, 
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engineering, and environmental and economic 
concerns. This plan will be forwarded to the 
NYSOPRHP for review and approval prior to 
implementation and will include: field 
methodologies, crew characteristics (with 
resumes), techniques of collection, excavation, 
data recovery and analysis, facilities for 
treatment, preservation and storage of materials, 
and disposition of artifacts and specimens. 

  Transportation • Potential for localized increase construction-related 
delays (queued vehicles)  

• Completed project not anticipated to induce additional 
traffic to or on campus – project intended to be used to 
replace displaced academic activities during long-term 
renovation of buildings on Academic Podium 

• No mitigation necessary • The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Energy • Cooling: additional 725 tons 
• Heating: additional 10 million Btu/hr 
• 2500 kVA capacity 

• No new electrical facilities will be required. 
• Energy efficiency options to be evaluated at the time of design. 
• Project designed for LEED Silver (minimum) with emphasis on 

energy efficiency and sustainability 

• Should a significant increase in estimated 
cooling and heating needs from that noted herein 
and in the FGEIS (see Table 3.1-1 occur, a 
supplemental review may be required (see 
FGEIS Section 3.03). 

  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on emergency 
services during construction activities (additional calls 
for emergency services – municipal and campus EMS, 
fire, police) 

• Science surge building will be utilized for relocation 
of academic activities from other buildings on a 
rotating basis while those buildings undergo 
renovation; therefore, there is a potential for long-
term, though nominal, increase in need for emergency 
services as those renovations are occurring, as for any 
rehabilitation project. 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 

o contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and Protection of 
Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated with UAlbany 
and off-campus emergency service providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials 
(i.e., locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage 
cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with 
the proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum 
products during construction operation phases, including 
spill response procedures 

• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on-campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of a traffic plan. 

• Since intent is to provide space for renovation of other buildings on 
a rotating basis, only nominal increased need for emergency 
services over the long term is anticipated; increased need may be 
for response at buildings undergoing renovation activities. 

• Appropriate plans and coordination relating to 
this project will be conducted with municipal 
emergency services so that effective response 
can be anticipated both during construction and 
during operation. 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

• Compliance will be maintained with federal and 
state environmental, health and safety 
regulations that require the preparation of 
emergency and contingency plans under 
situations normally found in academic science 
buildings. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Open Space and Recreation – no significant impacts 
associated with open space and recreation, either on or 
off campus; project will remove some open space at a 
location surrounding the Podium, exact site 
undetermined. 

• Environmental Justice – no significant impacts 
associated with environmental justice; project will not 
adversely impact off-campus socioeconomics, 
demographics, or quality of life 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated 

• Options available to minimize solid waste generation 
and to divert materials away from landfills consistent 

• Solid waste, consisting predominantly of typical office trash, will 
be stored in an enclosed, lidded unit prior to transportation and 
management off-site.  

• During the construction phase, contractors will be required to 

• None required. 
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with campus’ recycling and sustainability program 
(http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/recycling-and-waste-
reduction.shtml ) 

identify performance criteria related to construction methods and 
materials, which include: 
• an evaluation of material selection for interior and exterior 

building materials for recycled content and local material 
• diversion of construction and land clearing debris from landfill 

disposal 
• redirecting recyclable-recovered resources back to the 

manufacturing process 
• redirecting reusable materials to appropriate sites. 

10. Service Building 
Renovation 

Land (Soils, Geology, 
Topography) 

• Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of 
clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with construction 

• Project activities requiring site clearing and/or excavation will 
include stabilization practices to minimize soil erosion. A SWPPP 
will be prepared to instruct personnel on mitigation measures to 
prevent pollutants in storm water runoff from entering storm 
sewers and surface waters. The SWPPP will be prepared in 
accordance with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities, Permit No. 
GP-0-08-001 (effective April 2008). It will include erosion and 
sediment control facilities that consider the following documents: 
� NYSDEC Standards and Specifications for Erosion and 

Sediment Control (2005).  
� New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (the 

Design Manual) prepared by the Center for Watershed 
Protection for the NYSDEC (2008f). 

• In accordance with the General Permit, the University or its agent 
will be responsible to provide a qualified person to inspect 
disturbed areas for compliance with the SWPPP and the proposed 
erosion and sediment control measures. These inspections are to be 
completed at least every 7 days (1 inspection/week if disturbance 
<5 acres; 2/week if >5 acres). Based on the results of the 
inspection, the pollution prevention measures identified in the 
SWPPP are to be revised and implemented as appropriate by the 
Contractor within seven calendar days following the date of the 
inspection. Further mitigation measures are to be taken by the 
Contractor if warranted to keep sediment transport off site or 
discharge of sediment-laden runoff off site. 

 
 
 
 
 
Mitigation measures that may be employed to limit erosion include: 
• restricting the limits of construction to the minimum practicable 

area required to complete the work (including minimizing the 
location, number and width of required access routes) 

• restoring temporarily disturbed areas as soon as practicable to pre-
development conditions 

• minimizing the amount of bare soil exposed at one time 
• stockpiling material away from steep slopes and flowing water to 

minimize erosion 
• managing excess spoils off-site in accordance with applicable 

regulations (reuse alternatives should be considered by the 
contractor) 

• installing mulch and/or erosion control matting on disturbed areas 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

• Based on the level topography of the project site, 
there will be no negative impact if common 
construction practices are followed to prevent 
erosion. 
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• installing rip-rap or erosion control matting at the bottom of 
drainage  

• installing silt fencing and hay bales on slopes and around 
stockpiled material 

• using trench plugs and dewatering equipment (i.e., pumps and 
hoses) to direct sediment laden water from dewatering operations 
to temporary sediment traps or other approved devices to allow for 
sedimentation prior to discharge to adjacent streams.  

 
In addition, after construction activities are completed, the following 
restoration measures will be implemented: 
• subsoil will be properly graded and scarified before topsoil is 

added (loosening the soil surface where heavy equipment has been 
used by contour furrowing, imprinting with dozer, or scarification 
to facilitate subsequent vegetative growth or plantings) 

• seeding and mulching (site restoration will occur earlier in areas 
where no further disturbance is anticipated), and appropriate 
landscaping 

• temporary erosion control devices will be removed from the site 
upon final site stabilization 

• “green” alternatives such as the use of pervious surfaces for access 
routes will also be evaluated 

  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts to surface or ground 
waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • Demand for potable water an approximately additional 
375 gpd 

• Additional waste water generation of 375 gpd. 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 
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  Drainage • Generation of storm water during construction 
• Increase in impermeable surfaces for building addition 

of 24,325 sq f 
• 100 yr storm would generate approximately 89,600 

gpd in storm water 

• Perform drainage evaluation upon final site selection 
• Proposed facilities will be designed in accordance with the NYS 

Stormwater Management Design Manual and provide sufficient 
mitigation to reduce post-developed runoff rates to pre-developed 
conditions or desired rates. 

• The DGEIS presents estimates of storm water 
that will be generated for the 1 year, 10 year and 
100 year storm by the implementation of these 
projects and the resulting creation of increased 
impervious surfaces (see 3.1-2 of this FGEIS). 
Storm water management may be incorporated 
into site and project designs and utilize on site 
retention (such as below ground basins or in-
pipe storage); new on-campus, above ground 
retention basins or; through discussions with the 
City or the Town of Guilderland, discharge to 
their storm systems. These options are 
considered reasonable; however, given the 
potential for issues with sewer capacities, they 
will be subject to site-specific storm water 
studies that may be required by the 
municipalities before they will accept storm 
water into their sewer systems. Another common 
practice for cost-effective storm water 
management is the use of offsets, that is, the 
design of on-site controls for storm water 
discharges at an existing site, allowing storm 
water discharges from a new project; this option 
also would be subject to the approval of the 
municipal authority. 

• A specific storm water management option for 
this project will need to be evaluated in the 
context of the project design. A supplemental 
review (as described in this FGEIS) will be 
performed of potential impacts from the selected 
storm water management option. 

  Air • Generation of emissions associated with heating, 
chilling and hot water 

• Potential for generation of emissions from emergency 
generator(s) 

• A 6,000 sf portion of the 24,325 sf addition will be unheated 
• Will require modification of existing state facility permit 
• A highly conservative analysis of potential air emissions from the 

proposed projects in the Capital Project Plan indicates that even 
under such assumptions, there will not be a significant impact on 
air emission. 

• Compliance with state air regulations is not 
expected to require other than a modification of 
the existing permit. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the FGEIS (see 
Table 3.1-1) may impact air emissions. Under 
this circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required (see FGEIS Section 3.03). 

  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
heating, chilling and hot water not anticipated to be 
significant (6,000 sf of additional 24,325 sf will be 
unheated) 

• UAlbany has signed the American College and University 
Presidents Climate Commitment obligating the university to move 
to a carbon neutral position 

• As the next step in its commitment, UAlbany is preparing a 
Climate Action Plan indicating how it will achieve that goal 

• Net total campus stationary source emissions will be significantly 
lower than pre-2009 levels due to discontinued use of No. 6 fuel 
oil. 

• Project operation will maintain consistency with 
the Climate Action Plan presently being 
developed by the University. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the FGEIS (see 
Table 3.1-1) may impact GHG emissions. Under 
this circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required. 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • No significant adverse impacts - loss of landscaping 
and urban habitat 

• Site vegetation consists of lawn and other landscape 
plants, not characteristic hydrophytic wetland 
vegetation 

• No mitigation necessary • Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in 
the Landscape Master Plan. 
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  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• No significant adverse impacts: 
o Noise generation from building operation 

minimal 
o Exterior security lighting and interior lighting 

consistent with adjacent campus buildings; not 
visible to residential areas or other sensitive 
receptors 

o Visual profile consistent with adjacent campus 
buildings 

• Lighting to be shielded and focused down to reduce spillover and 
dark sky impacts. 

• No other mitigation necessary 

• None required. 

  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Impacts not anticipated • This portion of the campus was extensively and significantly 
disturbed during grading and construction of the campus, as 
confirmed in a 1962 photograph. 

• Area would have been disturbed during excavation and grading 
during construction of existing Grounds Building 

• An independent archaeologist has indicated that 
no cultural resource investigations at the project 
site are recommended. Concurrence with this 
conclusion by NYSOPRHP for this project may 
be requested. Should NYSOPRHP require 
additional site investigations for further 
confirmation, they will be performed by the 
University.  

• If significant cultural resources are identified 
within the project area, project modifications 
may be made to the extent practicable to avoid 
or minimize potential impacts. Where avoidance 
is not feasible, a resource recovery plan will be 
developed that balances resource preservation, 
engineering, and environmental and economic 
concerns. This plan will be forwarded to the 
NYSOPRHP for review and approval prior to 
implementation and will include: field 
methodologies, crew characteristics (with 
resumes), techniques of collection, excavation, 
data recovery and analysis, facilities for 
treatment, preservation and storage of materials, 
and disposition of artifacts and specimens. 

  Transportation • Potential for localized increase construction-related 
delays (queued vehicles)  

• Completed project not anticipated to induce additional 
traffic to or on campus – project provides additional 
space for maintenance facilities, combines some 
functions in one building 

• No mitigation necessary • The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Energy • Cooling: additional 32.5 tons 
• Heating: additional 540,000 Btu/hr 

• No new electrical facilities will be required. 
• Energy efficiency options to be evaluated at the time of design. 
• Project designed for LEED Silver (minimum) with emphasis on 

energy efficiency and sustainability 

• Should a significant increase in estimated 
cooling and heating needs from that noted herein 
and in the FGEIS (see Table 3.1-1 occur, a 
supplemental review may be required (see 
FGEIS Section 3.03). 
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  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on emergency 
services during construction activities (additional calls 
for emergency services – municipal and campus EMS, 
fire, police) 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 

o contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and Protection of 
Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated with UAlbany 
and off-campus emergency service providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials 
(i.e., locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage 
cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with 
the proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum 
products during construction operation phases, including 
spill response procedures 

• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on-campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of a traffic plan. 

• Since intent is to provide more space for existing, on-going 
activities, only nominal increased need for emergency services 
over the long term is anticipated. 

• Appropriate plans and coordination relating to 
this project will be conducted with municipal 
emergency services so that effective response 
can be anticipated both during construction and 
during operation. 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

• Compliance will be maintained with federal and 
state environmental, health and safety 
regulations that require the preparation of 
emergency and contingency plans under 
situations normally found in facilities 
operations. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Open Space and Recreation – no significant impacts 
associated with open space and recreation, either on or 
off campus; project will remove some open space 
adjacent to the grounds building 

• Environmental Justice – no significant impacts 
associated with environmental justice; project will not 
adversely impact off-campus socioeconomics, 
demographics, or quality of life 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated 

• Options available to minimize solid waste generation 
and to divert materials away from landfills consistent 
with campus’ recycling and sustainability program 
(http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/recycling-and-waste-
reduction.shtml ) 

• Solid waste, consisting waste from maintenance and repair 
activities, which may include cardboard, oils, paints solvents, scrap 
metal; it will be stored in an enclosed, lidded unit prior to 
transportation and management off-site. 

• Wastes may include hazardous wastes (e.g., cleaning solvents, 
paints) to be managed in accordance with state and federal 
hazardous waste regulations; UAlbany is subject to regulations as a 
large quantity generator of hazardous wastes. 

• During the construction phase, contractors will be required to 
identify performance criteria related to construction methods and 
materials, which include: 

o an evaluation of material selection for interior and exterior 
building materials for recycled content and local material 

o diversion of construction and land clearing debris from 
landfill disposal 

o redirecting recyclable-recovered resources back to the 
manufacturing process 

o redirecting reusable materials to appropriate sites. 

• None required. 
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11. Entry Improvements Land (Soils, Geology, 
Topography) 

• Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of 
clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with landscaping 

• No mitigation necessary other than typical construction practices to 
prevent erosion. 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

• Based on the level topography of the project 
sites, there will be no negative impact if 
common construction practices are followed to 
prevent erosion. 

  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts to surface or ground 
waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • Water largely provided by irrigation system 
• No wastewater generation 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Drainage • No adverse impacts – construction and operation of 
campus entry points will only involve the alteration of 
existing entrances for safety and aesthetic purposes 

• Improved landscaping may enhance capture and percolation of 
storm water, potentially reducing storm water runoff on campus 

• No mitigation necessary 

• .None required. 

  Air • Impacts associated with construction emissions from 
construction equipment 

• No emissions following completion of construction 

• No mitigation necessary, except as relates to required emissions 
controls for construction equipment 

• None required. 

  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
construction; none following construction 

• Improved landscaping may contribute to carbon sequestration. 
• No mitigation necessary 

• None required. 
•  

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • No significant adverse impacts – replacement of 
existing landscaping 

• Site vegetation consists of lawn and other landscape 
plants, not characteristic hydrophytic wetland 
vegetation 

• Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in the Landscape 
Master Plan 

• No mitigation necessary 

• .None required 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• No significant adverse impacts - replacement of 
existing entry lighting 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Impacts not anticipated; activity will involve only 
surface features at previously disturbed location 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Transportation • Potential for localized increase construction-related 
delays (queued vehicles) as entry ways may have 
limited access during some stages of construction 

• Not anticipated to induce additional traffic to or on 
campus; enhances safety of access for existing traffic. 

• No mitigation necessary • The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS, and to prevent excessive queuing of 
traffic on both on-campus and off-campus entry 
points as they are under construction. These 
plans may include the use of temporary signage 
to detour traffic to more appropriate temporary 
entry/exit points, and of campus bulletin boards 
and other venues to inform the campus 
community of alternate routes. 
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  Energy • No significant adverse impacts following construction; 
improvements are passive except for energy used to 
light entrances 

• Use of energy efficient entrance lighting systems 
• No other mitigation necessary 

• None required. 

  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on emergency 
services during construction activities (additional calls 
for emergency services – municipal and campus EMS, 
fire, police), especially given impacts on local roads 
and traffic during construction (Western Avenue, 
Fuller Road, Washington Avenue). 

• Completion of entry improvements will increase 
pedestrian, bicyclist and commuter safety at entry 
points to the campus. 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 

o contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and Protection of 
Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated with UAlbany 
and off-campus emergency service providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials 
(i.e., locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage 
cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with 
the proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum 
products during construction operation phases, including 
spill response procedures 

• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on-campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of a traffic plan. 

• Appropriate plans and coordination relating to 
this project will be conducted with municipal 
emergency services so that effective response 
can be anticipated both during construction and 
during operation. 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Open Space and Recreation – no significant impacts 
associated with open space and recreation, either on or 
off campus 

• Environmental Justice – no significant impacts 
associated with environmental justice; project will not 
adversely impact off-campus socioeconomics, 
demographics, or quality of life 

• Project is intended to facilitate safer entrance and 
egress at campus entrances, and improve the visual 
aesthetics of the entrances to the benefit of the 
community and the campus. 

• Improvements in landscaping will offer the on-campus community, 
off-campus visitors and casual visitors from surrounding 
neighborhoods an improved aesthetic at the entry points to the 
campus 

• No mitigation necessary 

• None required. 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated – minimal amounts of 
solid waste generated during construction, none during 
operation. 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

12. Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Land (Soils, Geology, 
Topography) 

• Only minimal impact on soils for installation of bus 
shelters 

• No mitigation necessary other than typical construction practices to 
prevent erosion. 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

• Based on the level topography of the project site, 
there will be no negative impact if common 
construction practices are followed to prevent 
erosion. 
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  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts to surface or ground 
waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • Water largely provided by irrigation system 
• No wastewater generation 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Drainage • No adverse impacts – construction and operation of 
bus shelters which are only facilities 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Air • Impacts associated with construction of bus shelters – 
emissions from construction equipment 

• Bus emissions anticipated to be offset by increased 
use of mass transit 

• Enhancement of the use of public transportation, as represented by 
this project, has the potential to reduce mobile source emissions in 
the area. 

• No mitigation necessary, except as relates to required emissions 
controls for construction equipment 

• None required. 

  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
construction; none following construction – bus 
emissions anticipated to be offset by reduction in 
commuter auto use 

• Enhancement of the use of public transportation, as represented by 
this project, has the potential to reduce GHG emissions in the area. 

• No mitigation necessary 

• None required 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • No significant adverse impacts – possible loss of 
minimal landscaping and urban habitat due to 
construction of bus shelters 

• Site vegetation consists of lawn and other landscape 
plants, not characteristic hydrophytic wetland 
vegetation 

• Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in the Landscape 
Master Plan. 

• No mitigation necessary 

• None required. 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• Installation of security lighting at bus shelters, 
consistent with existing campus aesthetics 

• Bus noise if routes include neighborhoods 
• Bus noise as buses transit campus 
• Visual impacts not anticipated 

• Lighting to be shielded and focused down to reduce spillover and 
dark sky impacts. 

• Develop bus routes to minimize transit of residential 
neighborhoods and noise at night in residential neighborhoods 

• No other mitigation necessary 

• None required. 

  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Impacts not anticipated; activity will involve only 
surface features (bus shelters) at previously disturbed 
location 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Transportation • Will result in additional bus trips on campus; 
anticipated to be offset by fewer car trips through 
increased use of mass transit 

• Develop bus routes to minimize transit through residential 
neighborhoods 

• Potential to reduce traffic in the area of the campus through the use 
of mass transit 

• No mitigation necessary 

• None required. 

  Energy • Nominal additional fossil fuel use for buses whose 
routes are directed through campus 

• Project is intended to offset fossil fuel use by 
commuters through enhancement of mass transit 
opportunities 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Public Health and Safety • No significant adverse impacts associated with Public 
Health & Safety anticipated. Encouragement of mass 
transit use anticipated to lower commuter traffic 
volume on campus, providing an increase in safety for 
campus and users from surrounding community. 

• No mitigation necessary • Bus routes to minimize traverse through 
residential neighborhoods for pedestrian safety. 
Note that bus routes often receive priority for 
snow clearance after winter storms. 
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  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Open Space and Recreation – no significant impacts 
associated with open space and recreation, either on or 
off campus; project will remove small amount of open 
space for construction of bus shelter 

• Environmental Justice – no significant impacts 
associated with environmental justice; project will not 
adversely impact off-campus socioeconomics, 
demographics, or quality of life 

• Enhanced availability of mass transit intended to 
reduce traffic volume on campus 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated – minimal amounts of 
solid waste generated during construction, none during 
operation. 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

13. Bicycle-Pedestrian Path Land (Soils) • Temporary, localized soil disturbances as a result of 
clearing, excavation, and grading activities associated 
with construction 

• Project activities requiring site clearing and/or excavation will 
include stabilization practices to minimize soil erosion. A SWPPP 
will be prepared to instruct personnel on mitigation measures to 
prevent pollutants in storm water runoff from entering storm 
sewers and surface waters. The SWPPP will be prepared in 
accordance with the NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activities, Permit No. 
GP-0-08-001 (effective April 2008). It will include erosion and 
sediment control facilities that consider the following documents: 
� NYSDEC Standards and Specifications for Erosion and 

Sediment Control (2005).  
� New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (the 

Design Manual) prepared by the Center for Watershed 
Protection for the NYSDEC (2008f). 

• In accordance with the General Permit, the University or its agent 
will be responsible to provide a qualified person to inspect 
disturbed areas for compliance with the SWPPP and the proposed 
erosion and sediment control measures. These inspections are to be 
completed at least every 7 days (1 inspection/week if disturbance 
<5 acres; 2/week if >5 acres). Based on the results of the 
inspection, the pollution prevention measures identified in the 
SWPPP are to be revised and implemented as appropriate by the 
Contractor within seven calendar days following the date of the 
inspection. Further mitigation measures are to be taken by the 
Contractor if warranted to keep sediment transport off site or 
discharge of sediment-laden runoff off site. 

 
Mitigation measures that may be employed to limit erosion include: 
• restricting the limits of construction to the minimum practicable 

area required to complete the work (including minimizing the 
location, number and width of required access routes) 

• restoring temporarily disturbed areas as soon as practicable to pre-
development conditions 

• minimizing the amount of bare soil exposed at one time 
• stockpiling material away from steep slopes and flowing water to 

minimize erosion 
• managing excess spoils off-site in accordance with applicable 

regulations (reuse alternatives should be considered by the 
contractor) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 
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• installing mulch and/or erosion control matting on disturbed areas 
• installing rip-rap or erosion control matting at the bottom of 

drainage  
• installing silt fencing and hay bales on slopes and around 

stockpiled material 
• using trench plugs and dewatering equipment (i.e., pumps and 

hoses) to direct sediment laden water from dewatering operations 
to temporary sediment traps or other approved devices to allow for 
sedimentation prior to discharge to adjacent streams.  

 
In addition, after construction activities are completed, the following 
restoration measures will be implemented: 
• subsoil will be properly graded and scarified before topsoil is 

added (loosening the soil surface where heavy equipment has been 
used by contour furrowing, imprinting with dozer, or scarification 
to facilitate subsequent vegetative growth or plantings) 

• seeding and mulching (site restoration will occur earlier in areas 
where no further disturbance is anticipated), and appropriate 
landscaping 

• temporary erosion control devices will be removed from the site 
upon final site stabilization 

• “green” alternatives such as the use of pervious surfaces for access 
routes will also be evaluated 

  Land (Topography) • Topography varies with the route of the Bicycle-
Pedestrian Path(s) around campus. Design will follow 
the topography of the routes around campus, and may 
be only minimally altered by construction of the 
project. 

• Contractors will be required to backfill excavations to the original 
ground surface level unless otherwise directed. Excavation areas 
will be filled according to the site-specific standards with suitable 
materials and compacted according to the contract specifications to 
minimize site alteration. 

• Minimize the amount of bare soil exposed at one time. 

• Topography of the route for the Bicycle-
Pedestrian Path may vary considerably across 
campus, depending on the final layout of the 
path. However, there will be no negative impact 
if common construction practices are followed 
to prevent erosion. 

  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• No significant adverse impacts to surface or ground 
waters 

• No mitigation necessary (also see “Water Supply and Wastewater” 
and “Drainage”) 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • Water largely provided by irrigation system 
• No wastewater generation 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Drainage • Potential for erosion on slopes • Design with permeable surfaces, and account for drainage flow 
where slopes are encountered. 

• Topography of the route for the Bicycle-
Pedestrian Path may considerably across 
campus. However, there will be no negative 
impact if common construction practices are 
followed to prevent erosion. 

  Air • Impacts associated with construction – emissions from 
construction equipment 

• No emissions following completion of construction 

• The development of the Bicycle-Pedestrian Path has the potential 
to reduce mobile source emissions through the enhancement of 
non-mobile source transportation opportunities 

• No mitigation necessary, except as relates to required emissions 
controls for construction equipment 

• None required. 
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  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
construction; none following construction 

• Some reduction in greenhouse gas emissions through 
use of bicycles rather than autos 

• The development of the Bicycle-Pedestrian Path has the potential 
to reduce GHG emissions through the enhancement of non-mobile 
source transportation opportunities. 

• No mitigation necessary 

• None required 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • No significant adverse impacts - loss of landscaping 
and urban habitat along pathway routes 

• Campus vegetation generally consists of lawn and 
other landscape plants, not characteristic hydrophytic 
wetland vegetation 

• Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in the Landscape 
Master Plan. 

• Review of routes for potential sensitive habitat (e.g., wetlands), 
especially on southeastern portion of campus  

• Avoid regulated habitat if present or acquire 
appropriate state and federal approvals if 
regulated habitat will be impacted. 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• Installation of security lighting along path route, 
consistent with existing campus aesthetics 

• Lighting to be shielded and focused down to reduce spillover and 
dark sky impacts. 

• Potential for enhancement of community aesthetics due to the 
potential for improved community access to recreational walking, 
jogging and bicycle routes 

• None required. 

  Cultural, Historical and 
Archeological 

• Impacts not anticipated; activity will involve only 
surface features at previously disturbed location 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Transportation • Not anticipated to induce additional traffic to or on 
campus – project enhances non-motorized movement 
around campus 

• Potential for a reduction in vehicular traffic in the area of campus 
due to improved non-motorized access. 

• No mitigation necessary 

• None required. 

  Energy • Impacts not anticipated, except for electricity for 
security lighting along path 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on municipal 
emergency services during construction activities 
(additional calls for emergency services – EMS, fire, 
campus police). 

• Construction of this project anticipated to increase 
pedestrian and bicyclist safety around campus. 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 

o contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and Protection of 
Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated with UAlbany 
and off-campus emergency service providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials 
(i.e., locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage 
cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with 
the proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum 
products during construction operation phases, including 
spill response procedures 

• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on-campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of a traffic plan. 

• Post-construction service needs not expected to increase from 
present campus requirements, since campus community uses 
existing paths, roads and grass adjacent to perimeter road for 
walking. Jogging and bicycling, and this project is intended to 
improve safety. 

• None required. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Open Space and Recreation – no significant adverse 
impacts associated with open space and recreation, 
either on or off campus; project will facilitate safer use 
of campus for students, faculty, staff, visitors and 
recreational walkers and bicyclists from surrounding 
community 

• Environmental Justice – no significant impacts 
associated with environmental justice; project will not 
adversely impact off-campus socioeconomics, 
demographics, or quality of life 

• Bicycle-Pedestrian Path will provide the community with an 
improved and safer opportunity for recreational walking and 
jogging 

• No mitigation necessary 

• None required.. 
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  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated – minimal amounts of 
solid waste generated during construction, none during 
operation. 

• No mitigation necessary • None required. 

n/a Cumulative Impacts Land (Soils, Geology, 
Topography) 

• Capital Project Plan will directly impact 
approximately 15 acres on the Uptown Campus, 
converting them to impervious surfaces 

• Disturbances and exposure of soils, and potential 
impacts to topography at some locations 

• On a project-by-project basis, construction necessitates typical and 
commonly applied measures to address the following: 

o Measures to limit land clearing to instances where 
necessary and to conserve existing topsoil, where present 

o Limiting soil disturbance to only those areas as is 
necessary at any point in the construction schedule 

o Erosion control and stabilization measures during soil 
exposure 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Resources (Surface 
Waters, Ground Water) 

• Potential for erosion and sedimentation to surface 
water bodies and sewer systems from construction 
activities 

• Soils to be managed to prevent erosion through site-specific 
construction SWPPP. 

• Soils to be managed to prevent erosion through site-specific 
construction SWPPP; stabilization of site through typical erosion 
control measures; landscaping of property. 

• Storm water pollution prevention techniques 
typical for construction projects will be utilized 
as noted herein, regardless of the area exposed at 
any specific point in time during construction. 
The contractor and the University will be 
obligated by regulatory requirements to maintain 
conditions that preclude erosion and 
sedimentation. 

  Water Supply and Wastewater • The DGEIS provided an estimate of total water need 
of 112,000 – 140,000 gpd for the project elements of 
the Capital Project Plan, with 190,000 gpd on days of 
maximum capacity events at the athletic facilities 

• Portions of the City of Albany sewer system may have 
constraints on the ability to accept additional 
wastewater connections. 

• City of Albany has indicated that adequate water supply is 
available for University’s use 

• Potential options for wastewater disposal, subject to final design 
calculations and project specific consultation with the City if 
Albany and the Town of Guilderland, include (a) connecting to the 
City of Albany system via the Woodville Pump Station, (b) 
connecting to the northern portion of the City of Albany system, 
and (c) connecting to the Town of Guilderland system. Evaluations 
performed as part of the Student Housing Project and the Athletics 
Improvements Project indicate that there appears to be sufficient 
capacity to accommodate wastewater from these projects.  

• Note that a campus-wide evaluation has not been performed to 
ascertain the level of decrease in wastewater generation from 
buildings taken off-line during their rehabilitation, while new 
construction is used as surge space. These offsetting reductions 
would be largely implemented outside the five year planning 
horizon of this Capital Project Plan. 

• Plan may also involve amending connections from existing 
buildings to provide off-setting capacity relief 

• Discussions between the University and both the City of Albany 
and Town of Guilderland have identified feasible options for the 
management of wastewater generated by several of the proposed 
projects. However, project-specific wastewater studies may be 
required by the municipalities before they will accept wastewater 
into their sewer systems 

• As has occurred with respect to the Student 
Housing Project, discussions between the 
University and both the City of Albany and 
Town of Guilderland will be necessary to 
confirm that feasible options for the 
management of wastewater are available on a 
project specific basis. Project-specific 
wastewater studies may be required by the 
municipalities as design plans are developed 
before the municipalities will accept wastewater 
into their sewer systems. 

  Drainage • Total runoff volume from new impervious surfaces 
has been provided in Table 3.1-2 of this FGEIS for 
building construction projects as part of this Capital 
Project Plan. 

• Inadequate storm water control can result in drainage 
issues on campus, to adjacent neighborhoods, and in 
municipal combined sewers. 

• Proposed facilities will be designed in accordance with the NYS 
Stormwater Management Design Manual and provide sufficient 
mitigation to reduce post-development runoff rates to pre-
developed conditions or desired rates. 

• The DGEIS, and this FGEIS in Table 3.1-2, 
presents estimates of storm water that will be 
generated for the 1 year, 10 year and 100 year 
storm by the implementation of these projects 
and the resulting creation of increased 
impervious surfaces. Storm water management 
may be incorporated into site and project designs 
and utilize existing aboveground detention (such 
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as Indian Pond); new on site retention (such as 
below ground basins or in-pipe storage); new 
on-campus, above ground retention basins or; 
through discussions with the City or the Town of 
Guilderland, discharge to their storm systems. 
These options are considered reasonable; 
however, given the potential for issues with 
sewer capacities, they will be subject to site-
specific storm water studies that may be required 
by the municipalities before they will accept 
storm water into their sewer systems. Another 
common practice for cost-effective storm water 
management is the use of offsets, that is, the 
design of on-site controls for storm water 
discharges at an existing site, allowing storm 
water discharges from a new project; this option 
also would be subject to the approval of the 
municipal authority. 

  Air • Short term release of exhaust from the combustion of 
fossil fuels in construction vehicles and equipment 

• Short term generation of duct during construction 
activities such as clearing, grading, and excavation 

• Potential for localized increase in vehicular exhaust 
resulting from construction-related delays (queued 
vehicles) 

• Generation of emissions associated with heating, 
chilling and hot water 

• Potential for generation of emissions from emergency 
generator(s) 

• To minimize potential construction-related adverse air impacts, 
contractors will be required to adhere to the standard contract 
documents and performance specifications set forth by University 
and DASNY during the construction bid phase. Documents 
typically include mitigation measures and conduct requirements 
that should eliminate or minimize the potential to adversely impact 
local air quality. Regardless of the option selected, engineering 
controls, including the following, will be implemented in 
accordance with applicable regulations to mitigate potential 
adverse air impacts: 

a) contractors will be required to develop, implement and 
maintain dust suppression measures that may include the use 
of filters, covers, wetting, sweeping of paved areas, and 
mulching in unpaved areas. 
b) preparation and implementation of a maintenance and 
protection of traffic plan to minimize traffic delays and 
queued vehicle exhaust emissions 
c) use of appropriate emission control devices on vehicles and 
equipment 

• Operations – will require modification of existing state facility 
permit 

• Under a highly conservative calculation (see Appendix H of the 
DGEIS), emissions of nitrogen oxides would remain at less than 
55% of the levels in the campus’ revised permit, while sulfur 
dioxide would remain less than 33% of permitted emissions. As a 
result, UAlbany, having reduced its emissions profile even with 
these projects, in conjunction with the redevelopment of the 
Harriman Campus and future development of the Albany 
NanoTech facility and the Uptown Campus is not anticipated to 
adversely impact the area’s air quality. 

• Compliance with state air regulations should not 
require other than a modification of the existing 
permit. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs for one or projects in the Capital 
Project Plan from that noted in the FGEIS (see 
Table 3.1-1) may impact cumulative air 
emissions (as presented in Appendix H of the 
DGEIS). Under this circumstance, a 
supplemental review may be required. 
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  Climate Change • Generation of greenhouse gases associated with 
heating, chilling and hot water 

• UAlbany has signed the American College and University 
Presidents Climate Commitment obligating the university to move 
to a carbon neutral position 

• As the next step in its commitment, UAlbany is preparing a 
Climate Action Plan indicating how it will achieve that goal. 

• Net total campus stationary source emissions will be significantly 
lower than pre-2009 levels due to discontinued use of No. 6 fuel 
oil. 

• Project operation will maintain consistency with 
the Climate Action Plan presently being 
developed by the University. 

• A significant increase in estimated cooling and 
heating needs from that noted in the FGEIS (see 
Table 3.1-1) may impact GHG emissions. Under 
this circumstance, a supplemental review may be 
required. 

  Plants, Animals and Habitat • For the Student Housing Project: 
• Removal of wetland habitat 
• Removal of wooded habitat 
• Field habitat survey does not indicate presence of 

habitat of rare, threatened or endangered species 
listed for Albany County 

• Cumulatively, for other projects: 
• No significant adverse impacts - loss of 

landscaping and urban habitat 
• Site vegetation consists of lawn and other 

landscape plants, not characteristic hydrophytic 
wetland vegetation 

• For the Student Housing Project 
• Location of the project will result in the disruption of eight 

wetlands totaling 0.332 acres. A joint application has been 
submitted to the NYSDEC and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
which will evaluate the application and rule on the nature of 
mitigation to be required. It is anticipated that mitigation may 
involve the expansion of wetlands around Indian Pond in 
compensation for 0.332 acres of wetlands disrupted at the 
project site. There is appropriate area at the wetlands 
associated with Indian Pond to implement this type of 
mitigation. 

• Removal of some wooded habitat is an unavoidable adverse 
impact of this project; new plantings of deciduous and 
evergreen trees will be placed to provide buffer of the site 
from the Tudor Road neighborhood. 

• Cumulatively, for other projects: 
• Landscaping to be consistent with guidelines in the Landscape 

Master Plan. 
• Potential project locations on campus, other than those 

consisting only of landscaping, to be evaluated for the 
potential presence of critical habitat. 

• For the Student Housing Project: 
• Compliance with mitigation requirements of 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the 
NYSDEC will be required, which will 
likely include monitoring of mitigation 
success. 

• If project plans are modified such that 
additional wetlands will be disrupted, 
supplemental review may be required. 

• Techniques to mitigate damage to that 
portion of the wooded area near the 
construction site that will not be removed 
include tying back overhanging tree 
branches and limbs; the use of proper 
pruning techniques for trees damaged 
during construction; and protecting the 
trunks of trees near the construction 
corridor. In the course of establishment of 
woody species, it is anticipated that edge 
type habitats will form along the transition 
from the constructed site to the new buffer 
plantings, thereby increasing floral and 
faunal diversity.  

• Slash (vegetative debris) produced from the 
clearing of vegetation within the easements 
will be temporarily stockpiled. Contractors 
will be required to provide for adequate 
storage and maintenance of excess spoils 
generated from construction activities (i.e., 
from site clearing, material displaced by 
pipeline, etc.). In addition, a portion of the 
cleared vegetation may be chipped via 
mechanical means by contractors and used 
to mulch areas that have been seeded. 
Permanent stockpiles of cleared vegetation 
on the completed site will not be permitted. 

• The University commits to the site plan as 
proposed and described in the DGEIS that 
includes a berm and a vegetated buffer 
between the project and the Tudor Road 
residential neighborhood. The plantings will 
be a mix of conifer and deciduous trees that 
will be maintained by the University, which 
will monitor the success of the plantings. 
The plantings will be selected for success in 
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the site specific environment. 
• Should the vegetated buffer not be 

implemented, a supplemental environmental 
impact statement will be prepared to 
evaluate options to address the issues 
(noise, visual, light, natural environment) 
that are the basis for its selection for 
mitigation. 

• Cumulatively, for other projects, none likely to 
be required. If potential critical habitat (defined 
as other than landscaped areas) is present at a 
proposed project location, appropriate 
evaluations will be performed and 
permits/approvals acquired from regulatory 
agencies prior to project implementation. 

  Aesthetic Resources (Noise, 
Light, Visual) 

• No significant adverse impacts: 
o Noise generation from building operation 

minimal 
o Exterior security lighting and interior lighting 

consistent with adjacent campus buildings; not 
visible to residential areas or other sensitive 
receptors 

• Visual profile consistent with adjacent campus 
buildings 

• During construction, the following mitigation measures may be 
implemented: 

o Contractors will be responsible for using appropriate 
mufflers on machinery to mitigate potential construction-
related noise impacts 

o Limiting work day construction activities to normal hours 
(the NYSDEC program policy suggests that limiting 
activity to normal work day hours is an effective 
mitigation [NYSDEC 2001]) 

• Lighting to be shielded and focused down to reduce spillover and 
dark sky impacts. 

• Mitigation has been incorporated into Student Housing Project 
Plan (see Project No. 1, preceding) to address potential for project-
specific issues. 

• None required, except as incorporated into 
Student Housing Project Plan (see Project No. 1, 
preceding) to address potential for project-
specific issues.  

  Cultural, Historic, Archeological • Impacts not anticipated • Central portion of the campus was extensively and significantly 
disturbed during grading and construction of the campus, as 
confirmed in a 1962 photograph. 

• Subsurface at locations would have been significantly disturbed 
during excavation and grading for existing buildings and other 
campus development since the 1960s 

• Mo mitigation necessary 

• An independent archaeologist has indicated that 
no cultural resource investigations at the project 
sites are recommended. Concurrence with his 
conclusion by NYSOPRHP on a project-specific 
basis will be requested, as is the present 
direction of the NYSOPRHP. Should 
NYSOPRHP require additional site 
investigations for further confirmation, they will 
be performed by the University, as appropriate 

• If significant cultural resources are identified 
within a project area, project modifications may 
be made to the extent practicable to avoid or 
minimize potential impacts. Where avoidance is 
not feasible, a resource recovery plan will be 
developed that balances resource preservation, 
engineering, and environmental and economic 
concerns. This plan will be forwarded to the 
NYSOPRHP for review and approval prior to 
implementation and will include: field 
methodologies, crew characteristics (with 
resumes), techniques of collection, excavation, 
data recovery and analysis, facilities for 
treatment, preservation and storage of materials, 
and disposition of artifacts and specimens. 
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  Transportation • Potential for localized increase construction-related 
delays (queued vehicles)  

• Completed project not anticipated to induce additional 
traffic to or on campus – projects provide additional 
space for instruction and various campus programs, 
and surge space for programs in other buildings that 
will undergo renovation. 

• The University will implement project-specific traffic plans for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of construction workers based 
on the estimate of vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. As noted in the DGEIS (Section 3.10.2), the University 
often has multiple construction or building rehabilitation projects 
active on campus concurrently, and has experience developing 
plans to minimize traffic disruption, and impacts to the safety of 
the campus community. 

• For traffic related to special events, most notably for the stadium 
improvements as part of Project No. 5, the University will work 
with NYSOGS to use the Harriman Campus parking lots, with 
campus-provided shuttle services, as appropriate. 

• The University will coordinate with local 
municipalities for traffic control planning related 
to special events on campus. These will likely 
occur more often at times (weekends) that do not 
conflict with peak traffic in the area. 

• Most stadium events that will result in capacity 
or attendance significantly above that at present 
are likely to occur in the evening or on 
weekends, when parking lots on the Uptown 
Campus or the Harriman Campus are 
underutilized or largely not utilized. As noted 
herein, the University has confirmed with the 
New York State Department of General Services 
that parking lots on the Harriman Campus may 
be used for stadium events. 

  Energy • Table 3.1-1 in the FGEIS presents estimated heating, 
cooling and power needs for the major building 
infrastructure elements of this Capital Project Plan. 

• Bringing these buildings on line will not significantly impact 
energy supplies or ability to deliver energy to the campus. 

• No new electrical facilities will be required. 
• As part of UAlbany’s commitment to reduce GHG emissions under 

the ACUPCC, and its sustainability planning process, the 
University is evaluating energy efficiency options. 

• Project designed for LEED Silver (minimum) with emphasis on 
energy efficiency and sustainability 

• Should anticipated sources of and needs for 
cooling, heating and power change from that 
contained in Table 3.1-1 of this FGEIS, a 
supplemental environmental review may be 
necessary.  

  Public Health and Safety • Potential increased short-term impact on emergency 
services during construction activities (additional calls 
for emergency services – municipal and campus EMS, 
fire, police) 

• Potential impacts on emergency services can be mitigated by 
implementation of the following measures: 

o contractor adherence to a “Maintenance and Protection of 
Traffic Plan”, which would be coordinated with UAlbany 
and off-campus emergency service providers 

o maintenance of secure construction sites including secure 
storage of construction-related equipment and materials 
(i.e., locked trailers, flammable and/or chemical storage 
cabinet) 

o adherence to best management practices associated with 
the proper storage and use of chemical and petroleum 
products during construction operation phases, including 
spill response procedures 

• Construction activities would likely result in impacts on traffic 
flow on-campus roads, which could be mitigated by the 
implementation of a traffic plan. 

• Nominal increased need for emergency services over the long term 
is anticipated. 

• Appropriate plans and coordination relating to 
this project will be conducted with municipal 
emergency services so that effective response 
can be anticipated both during construction and 
during operation. 

• The University will implement a traffic plan for 
construction vehicles and vehicles of 
construction workers based on the estimate of 
vehicles as presented in Appendix J of the 
DGEIS. 

  Community Character and Land 
Use 

• Socioeconomics – no significant adverse impacts on 
local economics, although events at new stadium 
likely will require supplies and services to be derived 
from the community. 

• Community services – while University has its own 
police and EMT services, the project may result in 
additional calls for support from surrounding 
communities. 

• Environmental Justice – will not adversely impact 
environmental justice communities. 

• Recreation – no significant adverse impacts to 
recreational resources 

• Mitigation consists of adequate consultation and planning with 
surrounding municipalities to coordinate needs for external 
services, if necessary 

• New trees and other landscaping features will be added as part of 
these projects; will be consistent with campus landscaping plan 
(Trowbridge & Wolf, 2009). 

• Some elements of the Capital Project Plan will enhance the 
community’s recreational use of the campus. Purple Path and 
Bicycle-Pedestrian Path will provide the community with an 
improved and safer opportunity for recreational bicycle use, 
walking, and jogging. 

• Measures to be taken to reduce the impacts of the Student Housing 

• None required. 
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• Land use – will result in a reconfiguration of land uses 
in this area of campus, especially related to Project 
No. 1 (Student Housing Project) 

• Open Space – no significant adverse impacts to open 
space resources. 

Project to the adjacent neighborhood: 
o Buildings to be located as far west on property as possible, 

away from property boundary with neighborhood necessitating 
relocation of campus road 

o Lighting in parking lot and around buildings to be shielded 
and focused down to reduce spillover 

o Berm to be constructed along property boundary to reduce 
sight lines and sound  

o Conifer plantings along slopes of berm to decrease site lines, 
and to buffer noise, light and view of the buildings 

  Solid Waste • No significant adverse impacts associated with solid 
waste management anticipated 

• Options available to minimize solid waste generation 
and to divert materials away from landfills consistent 
with campus’ recycling and sustainability program 
(http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/recycling-and-waste-
reduction.shtml ) 

• Regulated (hazardous, biological) waste from science 
building and other operations continue to be managed 
in accordance with state and federal requirements 

• Solid waste, consisting predominantly of typical office trash, will 
be stored in an enclosed, lidded unit prior to transportation and 
management off-site.  

• During the construction phase, contractors will be required to 
identify performance criteria related to construction methods and 
materials, which include: 

o an evaluation of material selection for interior and exterior 
building materials for recycled content and local material 

o diversion of construction and land clearing debris from 
landfill disposal 

o redirecting recyclable-recovered resources back to the 
manufacturing process 

o redirecting reusable materials to appropriate sites. 

• None required. 
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