“Rhetorics of Plague: Early / Modern Trajectories of Biohazard”
Program Change:

Friday, 3:15-4:45 p.m.

Due to a family medical emergency, Robert Markley will be unable to attend the symposium to give his lecture Friday afternoon.  We offer him and his family our best wishes in the days ahead.


In the same time slot, Richard Barney will make a presentation titled:
“The Plague of Spleen, or, The Biopolitics of Melancholic Life.”

This lecture will explore how the suffering of melancholy, a well known ailment during the late Renaissance and the 17th century,  became perceived as a new threat of epidemic proportions during the Enlightenment, especially in the form of what was called “spleen,” the expansive name for a cornucopia of symptoms including hypochondria, anxiousness, nervous tremors, and giddiness.  In tracking melancholy’s transformation—and its dramatic metaphorical and medical associations with plague—this lecture argues that melancholy became “modern” at the moment when it served as a psychological and physiological crux for articulating the possibility of a newly-defined political subjectivity during the first two decades of the 18th century.   The poet Anne Finch, author of “The Spleen,” and the physiologist William Stukeley, one of the period’s foremost medical authorities, will offer a telling case for the intersection of biology, politics, and writing.
