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“The Plague of the Sovereigns and the Return of the Leviathan”

Is there is a plague of the sovereigns in contemporary critical theory? The fresh critical readings of the Epistles of Paul by theorists as diverse as Agamben, Badiou, Kaufman, Santner, Taubes, and Žižek (to name just a few examples) explore Western sovereignty and its cure in messianic time.
  This essay analyzes these notions of the “cure”  in order to explore whether the Jetzzeit (the “now time” of messianic time) incorporates at its contracting heart the traumatic tears of medieval Christendom.  I invoke the issue of tears through the challenge posted to contemporary theory by the imaginary of the  twelfth-century  building programs and rhetorical work of the Burgundian Abbey of Cluny ( in its day, the  greatest monastery west of Rome). In what ways has the naming of the  politico-theological enemy in the Cluniac program lodged itself as an “undeadness” at the heart of contemporary political  notions of messianic time?  The question of Christian, Jewish, Muslim relations at the heart of medieval sovereignty comes to the problematic horizon in my analysis. I conclude that there is a plague of the sovereigns in contemporary critical theory; furthermore, its release incites a thinking of the untimeliness of the medieval past in contemporary theory of sovereignty and messianic time.  
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