
EAC 301: Advanced Chinese 1 
高级汉语 

Fall, 2008 
 
 
Class time: T and TH, 1:15-2:35  
Classroom: HUM 116  
Instructor: James M. Hargett (Hé Zhān 何瞻)  
Office: HUM 254C  
Tele: (518)-442-4233  
Email: Jim_Harget@yahoo.com  
Office hours:  T and TH, 12:15-1:15 
 
Course Description: This course is designed for students who have completed  
EAC 202 or its equivalent. The purpose of the class is to enhance student skills in four areas of 
modern Chinese: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. This will be accomplished through 
intensive study of various real life multimedia materials, all of which concern topics related to 
contemporary Chinese culture and society.  
 
Required textbook: Honggang Jin, Debao Xu, James M. Hargett, China Scene: An Advanced  
Chinese Multimedia Course (Boston: Cheng & Tsui, 2000). This text is only available only at Mary 
Jane Books, 215 Western Ave. (corner of Quail St.), 465-2238. Copies of this textbook have not 
been ordered at the UAlbany Barnes and Noble Bookstore.  
 
Recommended supplementary materials: It is strongly recommended that you purchase the 
China Scene DVD, which presents the original television news reports featured in each lesson of 
the textbook. This will help you to draw a crucial and useful link between the written reports (or 
lessons) in China Scene and how they appeared in real-life situations (on television, and so on). 
You must order the China Scene DVD from the publisher (Cheng and Tsui). To order, go to 
http://www.cheng-tsui.com or call Cheng and Tsui at 1-800-554-1963. The ISBN number for the 
China Scene DVD is: 0887273335. 
  
Simplified-form Chinese characters vs. traditional-form characters: Almost all of the written 
material in China Scene is presented in both simplified- and traditional-form characters. It is your 
choice as to which form you prefer to study and learn. In written assignments you may use either 
form, but do NOT mix the two. All Chinese characters on our exams will appear in simplified 
forms only. 
 
Grading: Your final grade in the course will be determined as follows:  
Attendance & performance 20%; Character quizzes 10%; Homeworks (6) 20%; Written 
assignments (5) 10%; Exams (3) 30%; and the final take-home Exam 10%. 
 
Attendance and makeups: Students are expected to attend all classes. Attendance will be taken at the start 
of each class. Two absences are allowed during the semester. An additional class cut beyond two absences 
will result in a “plus”/”minus” reduction in the final grade. In other words, if you cut three classes over the 
course of the semester and earn a "B" in the course, your final grade will be B-; four class cuts would get 
you a C+, and so on. Makeups for missed exams and quizzes will be given only if the absence was due to a 

http://www.cheng-tsui.com/


documented medical (this means you must have a signed note from an MD saying you were physically 
unable to attend class) or documented personal emergency. If possible, consult with Hé Lăoshī before the 
absence. Late homework assignments will be corrected but you will receive no credit (there are no 
exceptions to this rule). 
 
Class preparation and workload: 

• Students are expected to be fully prepared for each class meeting. This means you must read 
carefully through the assigned material and be fully ready to read aloud and discuss the 
contents of the lesson during class. To do this well you must be familiar with the new 
sentence patterns and master the new vocabulary before class. 

• At the start of each class, there will be a short character quiz on new vocabulary introduced 
and covered in the previous class. There will be no character quizzes on exam days. 

• At the start of each class, following the character quiz, there will be a brief review of the 
material covered during the previous class. All students must be prepared (with books 
closed) to summarize the material covered in the previous class.  

• Three exams are planned for the semester, each covering two lessons (1 and 2, 3 and 4 and 
5 and 6). 

• There will be homework for each lesson. These must be handed in on time or you will 
receive no credit for the assignment. 

• Over the course of the semester there will be five written assignments. These must be 
handed in on time or you will receive no credit for the assignment. 

• The final exam will be comprehensive, covering all the material studied in the class. 
 
Classroom etiquette:  Here are the rules: (1) attendance will be taken at the start of each class;  if you arrive 
late and miss the roll call, you will be marked absent; (2) all students must bring a copy of the textbook 
(China Scene) to class; ; if you come to class without the textbook, you will be asked to leave; (3) no eating 
or drinking in class at anytime; (4) no hats or feet on the chairs; (5) cell phones must be turned off; (6) 
absolutely no preparation for other courses, exams, quizzes, etc. during our class meetings. 
  
Academic integrity: The discovery of any cheating (including plagiarism or shared work of any kind) on an 
exam, quiz, homework, or any other assignment will result in (1) immediate expulsion from the course with 
a failing grade; and (2) a report to appropriate UAlbany officials.  
  
How to do well in this course: (1) attend class regularly and arrive on time; (2) actively participate in 
classroom activities (this means raise your hand and volunteer to answer questions); (3) buy the Workbook 
DVD and Multimedia Companion CD-ROM and constantly work on improving your pronunciation and 
tones; (4) submit all assignments on time. 
  
How to get a low grade in this course: (1) consistently show up late for class; (2) come to class without 
your textbook; (3) cut class a lot; (4) never participate in class activities. 
 
Class Schedule 
 
Abbreviations: D = Dialog (课文); V = Vocabulary (生词); SS = Sentence Structures (句型); E = 
Exercises (练习); HW (作业; to be handed in); P = Practice (语言实践); WA = Written assignment 
(写作文) 
 
TU 26 Aug:  Course introduction; Introduction to Lesson 1 vocabulary  



TH 28 Aug:  Lesson 1: 单亲家庭 
D #1: D, V, SS (as you prepare the dialogue, be sure go over the vocabulary and 
sentence structures) 

 
TU 2 Sept: D #2: D, V, SS 
TH 4 Sept: E: 1 (p. 17; have translations ready!); 4 (p. 18), E: 5 (p. 18) 
 
TU 9 Sept: HW: 7 (p. 19; due to be handed in today!); WA: In an essay of about 100 Chinese 

characters, decipher and explain illustration #3 on p. 21; E: 6 (p. 18-19; be sure 
prepare answers for the questions on these reading passages); P: 1 (p. 20); 3 (p. 20). 

TH 11 Sept: Lesson 2: 領養女嬰 
  D #1: D, V, SS 
 
TU 16 Sept: D #2: D, V, SS 
TH 18 Sept: No class today.  
 
TU 23 Sept: E: 1 (p. 38; have translations ready!); 3 (p. 38); 4 (p. 39); 5 (p. 39).  
TH 25 Sept: HW: 6 (pp. 39-40); E: 4 (p. 39); 5 (p. 39); P: 1 (p. 41); 3 (p. 41). 
 
TU 30 Sept: No class (Rosh Hashanah)  
TH 2 Oct: WA: In an essay of about 100 Chinese characters, decipher and explain illustration 

#3 on p. 42; Review of Lessons 1 and 2.  
 
TU 7 Oct: Exam: Lessons 1 and 2.   
TH 9 Oct: No class (Yom Kippur)  
 
TU 14 Oct: Lesson 3: 私营企业 

D #1 and #2: D, V, SS 
TH 16 Oct: D #3 (the TV original; first half): D, V, SS 
 
TU 21 Oct: D #3 (second half): D, V, SS 
TH 23 Oct: E: 1 (p. 61); 3 (pp. 61-62); 4 (p. 62); 5 (p. 62). 
 
TU 28 Oct: HW: 6 (p. 63); P: 1 (p. 64); 3 (p. 64); WA #2: In an essay of about    
  100 Chinese characters, decipher and explain illustration #4 on p. 65). 
*Note: We are skipping Lesson 4 and moving on to Lesson 5. 
TH 30 Oct: Lesson 5: 独生男女文化 

D #1 and #2: D, V, SS 
 
TU 4 Nov: D #3 (TV original): D, V, SS 
TH 6 Nov: E: 1 (p. 105); 3 (p. 105); 4 (106); 5 (p. 106). 
 
TU 11 Nov: HW: 6 (p. 107); WA: In an essay of about 150 Chinese characters, decipher and 

explain illustration #5 on p. 109; P: 1 (p. 108); 3 (p. 108); Review of D #3 (TV 
original) 

TH 13 Nov: Exam on Lessons 3 and 5. 



 
*Note: We are skipping Lessons 6, 7, and 8 and moving on to Lesson 9. 
 
TU 18 Nov: Lesson 9: 最后的归宿 
  D #1 and #2: D, V, SS 
TH 20 Nov: D #3 (TV original): D, V, SS 
 
TU 25 Nov: E: 1 (p. 193); 3 (p. 194); 4 (p. 194); 5 (pp. 194-95). 
TH 27 Nov: No class (Thanksgiving) 
 
TU 2 Dec: HW: 6 (p. 195); WA: In an essay of about 150 Chinese characters, decipher and 

explain illustration #2 on p. 197; P: 1 (p. 196); 3 (p. 196). 
TH 4 Dec: Preparation (in class) for take home Final (Translation) Examination 
 
Note: Your take home Final Examination must be submitted to me (James.Hargett@gmail.com) no 
later than 12:30 PM on Friday, 12 December 2008. The English-Chinese and Chinese-English 
portions of the take-home exam must be typed (yes, the Chinese characters must be typed!).   
 
 
 

mailto:James.Hargett@gmail.com

