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1981: (Japan) 

当用漢字 become 常
用漢字 1921-1940s (and beyond): 

Korean Language Society 
(Han’gŭl Hakhoe) begins 
standardizing Korean hangul. 
Society also begins a 
compilation of a Korean 
dictionary and establishes a 
standard way to transcribe 
foreign terms. 

1964: Chinese 
Character 
Simplification Sc
expanded to over
characters. 

1951: Japanese introduce  
standard name characters
人名用漢字別表 

1949: Communists 
take over China.  
Language reform 
becomes a hot issue 
again. 

1977: J. 
Elementary 
kanji 
revised 

1956: Chinese Character 
Simplification Scheme (漢
字簡化方案) implemented. 
Scheme contains 515 
characters. 

1935: Chinese 
Nationalist 
Government 
proposes 324 
simplified characters 
(the proposal is later 
withdrawn) 

Language Simplification in CJK

1948: 
Japanese 
Introduce  
Elementary 
881 kanji
当用漢字

別表 

1946: Tōyō Kanji (当用漢字) 
established in Japan. 1,850 
characters.  New orthography (
現代かなづかい) is also 
implemented by the gov’t. 

1989: J. 
Elementary 
kanji 
revised 
1970

heme 
 2000 

1969: J. 
Elementary 
kanji 
revised 


