History of Chinese characters ({%5~) and simplification

By the late 19" century, many people felt the need for language reform.
-Grammatical reform (from “classical” to “modern/vernacular’)
-China: from wénydn CE to baihua 11
-Japan: from bungo 3Gk to gendaigo HiAGE
-Korea: from classical Chinese to vernacular Korean
-Simplification of the characters themselves

Simplification of the written systems

-Proposals for romanization of CJK languages have been made, but none have been successful
Barriers to this idea (which worked in Vietnam) include homonyms, loss of literary
tradition, and disagreements about which romanization systems to use.

-Simplification was used de facto in all three countries, but not standardized.

The basic dates for simplification/standardization are:
Japan: 1946 (implementation of % FI{#77)
China: 1956 (implementation of Y 7 &1t 17 %2)
Korea: 1930s (unofficial)

After World War I1, the Japanese government made two major changes to the written language
e implementation of the 1850 regularly used, simplified, Chinese characters. 881 of these were
expected to be learned by the end of elementary school.

e implementation of the new orthography (FAfU{ 4 1BV Y)

Almost all works printed AFTER 1946 use these systems. Works printed BEFORE 1946, sometimes
even when reprinted, use the old system.

e The government also instituted a list of characters (A 44 FH{551]3%) not in the above but OK
for use in names.

Simplifications followed historical precedent (more below).

e The 1956 proposal contained 515 jicinti f&#%({%4A) characters.
e In 1964, the number expanded to 2252 jidntizi fij{A "7

There are three main groups of characters.

1. The first group contains complex characters which when simplified do not form part of other
simplified characters. These number 352 characters. Examples:

| 55 (ban) | # (bdo) | #84K(bao) | BT (dian) | P (dian)

2. The second group contains two types of simplified characters that are used as components of
other simplified characters. The first set contains 132 characters that can stand alone as legitimate
simplified characters by themselves. Examples:

| EIT) (bei) = (chang) | Hi % (che) | jLpL(jian) | FfI" ](mén)

The other 14 are simplified components only. Some of these in the complex forms were stand alone and
meaningful characters, but when simplified, they could only be used as components of other characters.
Examples of characters that contain such components:



| idEGi) | R (fan) | Yiti(chang) | 4157 (hong) | 1198(zhi)

3. The third group contains simplified characters that have complex components that appear in the
second group, and therefore the simplifications are just a matter of transposition of the
appropriate parts. These total 1754 characters.

[

Although in general Koreans use traditional (complex) characters, there are some characters that have
been simplified historically, much like in Japan. Examples:

= (=% =

T N
i = WU ‘ ==

Methods of Simplification

In principle, there are four methods of simplification. The first three were certainly employed (at least in
part) long before the PRC’s language reform:

1. Calligraphic simplification
These simplifications are meant to reflect what “grass script” or cursive writing looks like.
Examples:

| 4157 (hong) EEG | 5L Pi(jian) | 65 (fan) | % H(chang)

2. Homophonous simplification
These simplifications substitute a homophonous component, regardless of its meaning.
Examples:

=T [ =m0 [ E=2 [ E=1t [ E=I7 |

One of the problems with homophonous simplification is that many characters can end up
being simplified as the same one. Example: & = &% 1 #5 &6

Another problem is that sometimes the simplified character already exists. Examples:

% (machine) =4/ (desk)

‘ % (behind) =J5 (empress)

3. Partial simplification
In this case, only part of a complex character is used to represent the whole character. Examples:

ESE E= | pa=)L

Hi=H | =2

4. Anomalous simplification
These simplifications best simply memorized. Examples:

| fi=% =% | =% | EI=X | E=Y

Simplification across lines
There are some characters that are not simplified the same in all countries. Examples:

Taiwan fE P iy i #h
Japan/Korea = B e i =
PRC 1k % SE K P
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