CJK CARDINAL/ORDINAL SYSTEMS

Counting in CJK is a lot more complicated than 1,2,3 (or, —, —.. —). Below are the major
alternative cardinal and ordinal systems:

Banker’s Numbers (CJK)

When minting script (money), writing checks, and producing other monetary documents, for the

same reason that we write out amounts long-hand in English, it is not uncommon to use specially
complex numerical characters that cannot easily be altered. After all, it would be easy to change
—into ! Here are those numbers (pronunciation is the same as regular cardinal numbers):
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The Celestial Stems (CJK) 3¢
There are ten of these. They are used for the Chinese calendar, but also as an ordinal system:

12 43 4 T|5%k6C 75 RB¥F9 F10%
Chinese | jid | yi | bing |ding| wu | ji |géng|xin |rén| gui
Japanese ko |otsu| hei | tei | bo |kiko| ko |shin|nin| ki
Korean |kap| ul \pyengicengmwu| ki kyeng| sin | im | kyey

Iroha ordinals (Japanese)

I HBALT
The original organization of kana was not the familiar F.+3%[X| system you learn today. It was
based on a Buddhist poem that used each syllable exactly once. This order is still very
commonly used as an ordinal system. The first few lines (as much as you’ll probably ever need)
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Numbers used with “counters”
Undoubtedly you have learned about “counters” in your CJK language.
¢ In Chinese, the number before the counter generally has its regular (=dictionary)
pronunciation. For example, —{# is read yi ge.
e In Japanese, many counters take the on-yomi of the number, but some (most notably the
generic —) take the kun-yomi of the number. For example:
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¢ In Korean, like Japanese, some counters take the “pure Korean” reading of the number;
other counters take the “Sino-Korean” reading of the number.
Pure Korean:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
S | = | A [ 9 | o | el | dw | g | obs | @
Sino-Korean:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
g [ o | ¥ | A [ e | & | & | & | 7 | A
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