GEOGRAPHY IN EAST ASIA
General

Most places in East Asia are named for the topography: Beijing 4t 5L, Tokyd B 5 and Seoul X
5% all have names that indicate their designation as a capital city. Hunan i#IFd Kita Kytsha 4t 7L
JIl and Yongnam %&F4 all have names that tell us their proximity to something. Changchun &
#, Aomori 75 2% and Taegu K Ef all have names that tell us something about the natural
characteristic(s) of the place. Of course there are plenty of odd, inexplicable names too, but that
could be said about most places in the world (why do we have a town called Delmar which is
nowhere near the sea?).

China

The chapter in Wilkinson’s Manual on Geography has much useful detail about the issues and
transformation of Geography as a discipline in China. Here are some bare essentials:

Local Government Divisions--Historical

Even when China was divided, the different dynastic bureaucracies that ruled it were responsible
for massive territories by contemporary European standards. Early on, China’s rulers had to
figure out how to extend imperial power into the regions beyond the capital. Here, as in the other
aspects of administration that we have examined, there was much tinkering and adjustment, but
gradually a standard system was developed.

Provinces: Although the Chinese provinces are the territorial unit that we discuss most
frequently today, they were a relatively late development. It was not until the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644) that China was divided into provinces (shéng %) that actually had an administrative
structure. Today, there are 24 provinces (not counting autonomous regions and special
municipalities), but the number has varied since the Ming.




Circuits: Prior to the Ming, there were no official provinces. Instead officials were appointed
who traveled through the prefectures of the empire inspecting the administration of a number of
prefectures. These were the circuits (dao 18) of the empire. They were occasionally created with
specific responsibilities such as tax collection within a province in later periods.

Prefectures: For most of Chinese history, these were the most important regional units. The
number and nomenclature varied over time, but there were generally about 300 of them each
headed by a Prefect. The prefectures were generally referred to as zhou J1, but especially
important ones were designated as fii /if. In some periods (especially early ones), it was common
to use the term commandery (jun £f) to designate these units. The historical importance of these
units is preserved today in many remaining place names.

Districts: The prefectures were divided into districts (xian '%%). This was the level of government
that was most relevant to the lives of everyday Chinese throughout history. The Districts were
headed by a magistrate (/ing 43), rank 7a, who theoretically had complete administrative,
financial, and judicial authority over his jurisdiction. You will occasionally see references to
counties in scholarly writing on Chinese local government. This is the unit that they are referring
to. Although there was also great fluctuation in the number of districts, they generally numbered
between 1300 and 1500.

Local Government Divisions--Contemporary'
China’s administrative units are currently based on a three-level system dividing the nation into
provinces, counties, and townships:
e The country is divided into provinces %4, autonomous regions H {&# X, and municipalities
17 directly under the Central Government;
e A province or an autonomous region is subdivided into autonomous prefectures H J5/1,
counties %, autonomous counties H J&E%, and/or cities Ti;
e A county or an autonomous county is subdivided into townships %¥, national minority
townships FCi&S, and/or towns F7.

Municipalities directly under the Central Government and large cities are subdivided into
districts and counties; autonomous prefectures are subdivided into counties, autonomous
counties, and cities. Autonomous regions, autonomous prefectures, and autonomous counties are
all autonomous national minority areas.

Aliases and General Regions

There are regions and “aliases” in China, just as there are in the United States. For example, in
the US we often refer to the “Midwest” and “New England”—these are designations one would
never find on a map, but nonetheless we all know what they mean. We also refer to states and
regions with nicknames or aliases. For example, when people refer to “Hoosiers,” we know they
are referring to something associated with Indiana; references to “Buckeyes” are to Ohio (OK,

! Information is provided by “China in Brief” website http://www.china.org.cn/e-
china/administrative/administrative.htm



I’'m showing my Midwest roots here); cheese-heads are from Wisconsin. For natives, these sorts
of names are internalized and simple to understand. For outsiders, they can be maddening. For
good or bad, East Asians share our penchant for aliases. There is a chart in Wilkinson on page
137 that gives the alternative names of all the provinces. Here is a nice chart of provinces, cities,
and various aliases. This chart was compiled by a Japanese, so the simplified characters may
differ from those of the PRC.?
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General regions are trickier, partly because they change over time and partly because they range
in size from smaller than a province to inclusive of many provinces. Thankfully, most decent
geographical dictionaries will tell you where an area is. An atlas won’t have these places in its
index, so you really do need to rely on the dictionary.

Other Subdivisions

Depending on your locale, you can expect a variety of official and unofficial subdivisions,
especially in large cities. Common terms include city (ski T17), township/municipality (xidng %F),
town (/i B), and hamlet (zhuang J). In cities, there are usually districts X, and roads /38.
Roads are usually big; an “alley” is the next division. Depending on the city, this could be
termed hutong 17 or %% xiang .



Japan

Local Government Divisions

Provinces: In pre-modern Japan, the country was divided into provinces ([E or /). There are
two maps of provincial boundaries in the Princeton Companion, one for pre-Heian and one for
Heian-Edo. These divisions do not necessarily reflect modern divisions into Prefectures (see
below). This is a map from a classical Japanese dictionary.” It shows the provinces, regions, and
also the traveling times between regions. This map is small here, but you may be able to click on
it and zoom in.
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Prefectures (}5%): In modern Japan, the country mostly divided into prefectures. There is also a
district (7&), a municipality (#0), and two urban prefectures (Jif). Japanese tend to lump all these
together, though, and really don’t focus on the difference much. An equivalent in the United
States would be that we have states, one district (D.C.), and territories.

IMAP OF JAPANESE PREFECTURES* |
| 1. Hokkaido ALifE# |13, Tokyo #Uit |25. Shiga w4 |37. Kagawa 7)1| |
|2. Aomori H#F |14 Kanagawa #1%5)Il  [26. Kyoto 5TH [38. Ehime 42 |
3. Iwate £ F [15. Niigata #7i% [27. Osaka K [39. Kachi %0 |
4. Miyagi 55 [16. Toyama &1Li [28. Hyogo ik [40. Fukuoka # |
5. Axita [17. 1shikawa i)l [29. Nara &R [41. Saga i |

* From http://www.yu.emb-japan.go.jp/IMAGES/Japan%20PrefecturesMap.htm
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FiGure B-4. The Eight Districts

(Hokkaidd) (’/‘b

Takaidd

District Divisions (J&) and
Regions (H1J7): In pre-modern
Japan, the country was divided
into eight district divisions:
Tosando ¥ (117, Hokurikudd At
Bi2)E, Tokaido HUfEIE, Kinai #
M, San’indd (L2318, San’yodo
ILIB5518E, Nankaidd FE¥EE and
Saikaido P8 #EIHE.

This is a map from the Princeton

Companion showing the eight
District Divisions.



In modern Japan, the country is often divided into similarly large regions: Hokkaido AL,
Tohoku Ht, Kantd B H, Chiibli 6, Hokuriku At Kinki ¥T2%, Chiigoku ' [E], Shikoku
PU[E, and Kytshd JuN. When you look at a weather map or directories on the web, these are
the divisions you will usually see:

Sub-prefectural divisions: As we have cities, towns, townships, villages, etc. in the United States, so do
the Japanese divide up their land into similar political divisions. Common divisions are cities (77), towns
(HT), townships (£R), and villages (¥).

Sub-city divisions: Within large cities or towns, there are often districts (IX). In a city like Tokyd, these
districts have their own personalities and reputations, much like the different boroughs of New York. If 1
tell someone that I live in Shinagawa district fin )X, for example, it is like telling them that I live in
Manhattan. Within the districts [X. are towns H], which are then further divided into numbered blocks.
This is important because the streets do not have names, so addresses are written with the city, district,
town, and block number (no street numbers).




The above map is from HEIX 5y « FRHTX (R @ BESCH, 1987)

Aliases
Like in China, there are places that have aliases. These names are often a twist on the reading of

the characters in the place name itself. For example, the old province of Harima #&£& (in the
south west of modern-day Hyogo % /i prefecture) was also known as Banshii #5711, which was
simply the first character £ put together with the character for state /! (the first character uses
its Japanese reading is Harima, but its Sinic reading is Banshii). There is a good list of many
standard aliases in the Princeton Companion.

There are also combination place names. These use a character from one place in combination
with a character from another to create a new name indicating a combination of the two. For
example, Hanshin [l (as in the Hanshin Tigers baseball team) refers to the two cities of Osaka
KB and Kobe 17 . Keihan FBK (as in the train line) refers to the two cities of Kyoto FL#T and
Osaka KPR. Keihin 5{#% (also as in the train line) refers to the two cities of Tokyo H 5 and
Yokohama f#E.



Korea
Local Government Divisions

Here is a series of historical maps of Korea that show different political divisions over the
.5
centuries:

Korea at the Height of Koguryo The Unified Shilla and Parhae Kingdoms
(8th century)

Expansion in the 5th Century

The Choson Dynasty (15th century)

The Koryo Dynasty (11th century)

> These maps are from 4 Handbook of Korea, editor in chief, Kim Young-Kwon, editor, Lee Soo-jung. Seoul :
Korean Overseas Information Service, Ministry of Culture and Information, 1978.



Modern Provinces:® The thirteen provinces
iH of the 20™ century (if we disregard
communist divisions in the north) were
established in principle in 1402 when the
Choson kingdom created eight. Most of
them had existed before in some form as
political or administrative areas. Following
the configuration of mountain ranges and
other natural demarcations, they evoke
strong loyalties in their inhabitants.
. Today Korea has one special city (Seoul 5
5K), six metropolitan cities (Pusan 2& [L,
e + Taegu KEf, Inch’on 1711, Kwangju Y&,
B, = - Taejon K H, and Ulsan B (L), nine
o provinces, 72 cities, 91 counties and 69
autonomous wards.

2 e D o :
TE Major cities are divided into wards (ku [%) and precincts
?FE N . . .
aM =m0 S (tong {lil). A province is composed of counties (gun Al)
Mo x;‘“‘E[H = and cities (si T17) with a population of more than 50,000. A
2 D o ,; = h%a e county consists of towns (ip ), townships (myon [f1), and
ok M villages (ri F).
TEE == =311
22 MEs 2 ) .
Sy RHOH 1 Here is a map of Seoul that shows the different wards.
m=
g5
s FHA (g0

® This section is largely from Korea: a Historical and Cultural Dictionary by Keith Pratt and Richard Rutt, with
additional material by James Hoare, pp. 363-364.



In the list below, the provinces asterisked are those that were divided into North and South
provinces in 1896, when the number was increased from eight to thirteen. The years when the
present names were first used are shown in the second column. (Apart from Kyonggi, each name
is composed of the first syllables of two of the major towns.) In the 3™ column, W or N indicates
that the northern or western part of the province was the udo 4718 in the five provinces that were
divided into chwado 7538 and udo #7318, left and right provinces, from mid-Choson times until
1896. The 4™ column shows the single-syllable poetic names that were also applied to the
provincial military commands, with the meaning of each in the 5" column. The last column
shows the Choson period provincial capitals.

Kyonggi sk 1402 | N | Ki % ‘royal domain’ Seoul FUIk
P’yongan* ‘% 1413 |- |Ki & ‘Kija’ (reputed founder) P’yongyang “F-1%
Hamgyong* i #5 1473 | - | Ham J& | ‘united’ Hamhiing J i
Kangwon 7TJi 1311 | - | Won J5i | “source’ Wonju JFH
Hwanghae 257/} 1407 | W | Hae #ff | ‘sea’ Haeju )1
Ch’ungch’ong* % | 1356 | W | Kim & | ‘embroidered’ (river name) | Kongju A/
Cholla* 45 1018 | W | Wan 52 | ‘whole’ Chonju 41
Kyongsang* B ] 1314 | W | Yong 4& | ‘mountain pass’ Taegu KEf

Alternative names, some of them ancient, are found in literary and popular use. Two refer to the
Kum #7 river, also known as the Ho i#] River: Honam {5 for Cholla, Hoso {874 for
Ch’ungch’ong 12i%. The rest refer to mountain passes. Yongnam %&R5 or Kyonam I
(‘south of the ridge’), for Kyongsang B 4, means ‘south of the pass,” referring to Choryong 5
%8 or Saejae, the ‘Bird Pass’ that took the main road from Koesan [E.[l] in Ch’ungchdng [£7% to
Mun’gyong [#B% in Kyongsang B, Yong %8 for mountain pass is also used in Yongso 48 P
and Yongdong %8 #, meaning the western mountains and eastern coastal strip of Kangwon 71Ji
province, the pass in question being Taegwallyong near Kangniing.

Kwan [, meaning a border post and hence often a pass, gives Kwannam B 5 and
Kwanbuk AL (‘south or north of the pass’) in Hamgyong, where the border is at Mach’61-lyong
near Songjin; but the kwan in Kwandong [ % and Kwanso [ P8 (‘east or west of the pass’),
meaning Kangwon JI.Ji{ and P’yongan *F-ZZ, has not been identified.

Two new cities have become provincial capitals. Taejon, which replaced Kongju for
South Ch’ungchong in 1914, was before that date a hamlet called Hanbat. Pusan, the old

harbour for Tongnae, became a treaty port in 1876 and the provincial capital of South Kyongnam
was moved there from Chinju in 1925.



Reference resources for Geography

Geographical dictionaries are wonderful sources of information about places. We have many in
our library. Here is a select list:

Nihon rekishi chimei taikei H A& 52 #1144 K&, Tokyo: Heibonsha, 1999.
There is one volume dedicated to each prefecture in this series. Our library does NOT
have all the volumes, but we have most of the volumes from central Japan.

Zhongguo diminglu : Zhonghua renmin gongheguo dituji diming suoyin 158 €15 : ] Iif‘ =
H AP [ & 5 €2 d | Beijing : Di tu chu ban she : Xin hua shu dian shanghai fa xing
suo fa xing, 1983.
This has modern, Communist place names (as opposed to pre-modern or Nationalist
place names).

Zoho dai Nihon chimei jisho ik B A #1453 Yoshida, Togo. Tokyo : Fuzambo, 1972.
This is an older work, so new places will not be listed. It is organized geographically, but
also has an index that is organized by characters. Because it was originally compiled in
the early 20" century, there is a volume for Taiwan (then a Japanese colony) and also for
the Kurile Islands (still disputed territory with Russia).

Zhongguo gu jin di ming da ci dian F 5] 4 #44 KEFd. Taibei: Taiwan shang wu yin shu
guan, 1931.
This is not the best dictionary in the world, but it is not in the reference section which
means that you can check it out if you want.
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Here is the entry for Shanghai in the H[s 54 Hi4 KE

Examples of entries from geographical dictionaries:
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This is the entry in the Concise Geographical Dictionary (=2 A A H A4 FEHL) for
Ichinotani. We don’t have this dictionary in the library, but it is a good example of what a one-
volume geographical dictionary should give you.

Current location
(in Kobe city, Nearby
Suma district) geological
features (a
/ mountain)

WEDKIE —/& RIFHABEG)E o H(S

Nearby 5) LR P i VRIS I (521 @ 236 m) HE 44 Nearby valleys
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train station) AR L DR, AR, W

0%, 1184(H 43) ik ﬁg%,{.ijtﬂﬁﬁ*‘ o Historical significance (an
¥ ﬂ"’-@ﬁﬁﬂi’é}f}' -‘|"-§¢||'ﬁ3i~f: D)o ELEEEHL, important battle in the

; . IS iy ST i e B8 1 e 1 o g Gempei war was fought
BWEro— /O ERMEDOAT I KTh, k2 here in 1184.

DARVO I BHiEs . =/ AREZCHEN AR, i

Ty AR (BURIR) 55, BELZE8) fagkil13

Coordinates on the
accompanying map—these
maps are usually appendices to
the dictionary.
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