Elizabeth Ryan & Catherine Benson

ISP 523L Daily Assessment Log for Election Awareness Unit

Wednesday 9/15/04
Today we met with Liz Bailey and Allison Hamm for introductions and brainstorm ideas for an Election unit during presidential election year.  We discussed the goals we had in mind for the project.  The students previously asked Liz Bailey questions regarding the president, his office, security, elections, etc., and she asked if we could incorporate the answers into the lessons.  It would be a fun challenge for us to look up trivia, and explain it to the children in meaningful ways each time we visited.  For the unit, we all agreed that each student would:

· Recognize election terminology

· Understand the significance of voting
Monday 10/11/04

Today we implemented Lesson 1 with the students.  We introduced ourselves and discussed the unit goals.  We realized today that time was short even during a 120 minute session.  The time it took to read our book VOTE! took longer than we anticipated, but the children still liked it.  Candy worked wonders as the children loved the treats.  Unfortunately, we set a precedent for snack each session, but it was fun anyhow.  We need to watch the clock more carefully and not expect so much in one session.  We did not get to half of the lesson we anticipated covering today. We began the dictionary lesson but ran short on time because of a school assembly.  Consistently, in each session, we answered student questions about the president.  These students found it so cool that the president can walk to the fridge at night to get a snack.  We also talked about presidents owning pets and having families just like them.  These are things we never anticipated them being excited about because they are obvious to us as adults, but this is part of our assessment too.
Monday 10/18/04

Today we incorporated the Lesson 2 and split the class into 2 groups to demonstrate print dictionary use and electronic dictionary use.  We anticipated a smooth sail on the computers. However, many frustrations occurred when problems locating terminology with two words – for example the word “dark horse” was not accessible in the electronic version.  In addition, it became very difficult to monitor the kids using print dictionary and the kids using the computer.  Some kids finished quickly and some took much more time than anticipated.  We learned today that we have a variety of learning levels within the student group.  After the session ended, not all the children got to use the computer.  A decision was made to demonstrate using the EIKE projector the electronic version of the dictionary for two reasons: it would save time, completing the project as a group, rather than accomplishing it on the computer individually, and opportunity for group discussion, as the students would be exposed to each other’s election vocabulary word, not only their own word. 
Today was a special snack day.  The children all received cookies with their vocabulary word etched in icing.  Betty Crocker makes edible markers and we decided this might be a good way to expose the children to the election words.  We asked the children to remember what word they ate to tell us again next week, to reinforce the vocabulary, after they “internalized” the words.  They absolutely loved it!  We even got hugs.  The children are beginning to see library time as a fun thing. 

Monday 10/25/04

Today we read Duck for President.  They loved it.  In addition, we knew the vocabulary cookies were a hit last week because the kids remembered the word that they ate one week later! Today we incorporated Lesson 3.  We did a Coin Toss Lesson to demonstrate the electoral process, especially the Electoral College vs. the popular vote.  Some children understood the reason behind the Electoral College, however, many did not.  We decided that next week we would review this topic during the group discussions.  The idea of flipping a coin was exciting to the children.  We agree the exercise was engaging. The students incorporated using their math skills to add up the scores.  We also demonstrated the electronic version of the dictionary as a class.  The kids recognized the usefulness and not usefulness of each source.  They loved the fact that they could actually hear their vocabulary word pronounced on the computer. Each student presented their vocabulary word to the class to get more exposure to the terminology.  It would have been better if the volume on the projector was louder.  Technical difficulties and technology access is still and obstacle. Red, white and blue cupcakes were distributed to patriotically celebrate the lesson closure today.  Unfortunately, the student rubric was not handed out until today, and homework for the parent interview was assigned.
Thursday 10/27/04
Today we incorporated use of newspapers as children used them to cut out election terminology along with two pictures to create a collage of election words.  Catherine was the only grad student there today.  Some students weren’t familiar with using newpapers and said they doubted they would find anything.  Upon a little searching, all the students found lots of vocabulary words and pictures regarding the election.  Some students found more than others, but were kind to share with those who only found a few.  The kids were so engaged that they actually begged to skip lunch to finish the collages.  There is nothing like watching kids learn and they not only find it fun, but they don’t realize they are learning.  Today we learned that we need to modify daily our lesson plans to fit STUDENT INTERESTS!  We also were able to reinforce what we learned:  to make lesson for students meaningful and fun.  
Monday 11/1/04

Today we incorporated Lesson 3.  We discussed the parent interview about a voting memory.  Each student answered one question that they asked a parent or guardian.  Each student recognized the significance of voting at home.  Some students’ families must have active discussions at home regarding the upcoming presidential election, as there are students with strong feelings toward the two main candidates, with these young students as supporters voicing their opinions.  We reiterated the focus is on the vocabulary words and learning the electoral process, not the issues concerning this particular election.  We read a poem, much like a Dr. Seuss poem, of how someone could not count votes, not in a box, not with a fox.  Timing for this lesson was especially perfect as Election Day is tomorrow. We worked on looking up more words in the print dictionary with the students and using the EIKE projector and laptop, we looked up words for the students who did not have access to the electronic version of the dictionary.  We used www.bartleby.com for reference.  Most of the students got up individually and wrote their word on the pad in front of the class and presented the meaning of the word for all to learn.  As the class came to a close, we celebrated with Dunkin Donuts and talked about next week’s Jeopardy Game for our last session.
Tuesday 11/2/04
Today was so awesome.  The kids have been working so hard to get to this point.  Today we took the kids on a field trip to see actual voters at a polling place.  There is a school blanket release on file signed by the parents to allow students to take a walking field trip in Scotia.  We walked across the street to a church that has a classroom at the back and used as a local polling place.  A polling official came out to meet us and explain the process to the students and gave them a tour.  The children were treated like royalty and were rewarded by a sneak peek at the inside of a voting booth.  The children recognized the absentee ballot hanging in the hallway and were thrilled by the experience.  The polling clerks were gracious to answer all our questions.  A man came into the room to vote as we stepped to the side and we all applauded when the curtain opened to show he finished voting.  We returned to Schenectady Christian School and we went with the students back to their classroom.  The students who did not have a chance to present their election vocabulary word in the library yesterday, were able to present it in the classroom.  The students wrote their word on the board and gave the meaning.  This was a great opportunity after the students saw the election polling place and it gave significant meaning to what they learned.  We all discussed what we learned with the new experience and there was more discussion with the vocabulary words presented.  
Monday 11/8/04

Today was entirely an assessment of our teaching for this entire unit and Lesson 4.  We prepared a Power Point Jeopardy Game for the kids to see how they applied the terminology they learned.  It was fantastic.  We divided the students into two groups, each group having one spokesperson to answer for the group after the team conferred on the answer.  Each child from each of the teams was able to choose a category and a dollar amount they decided their team would wager.  The two teams battled to win, as money was added to their score if they got the answer correct, but money was deducted if they came up with the wrong answer.  As the students progressed through the game, they realized the importance of not shouting out the answer, lest they give the answer to the other team, and they also saw significance to conferring to get the group’s consent. Sometimes the spokesperson jumped ahead of the group and gave the answer, but it was incorrect.  Meanwhile, one of the students in the group knew the answer, as it was his or her vocabulary word, so they had to learn the hard way, not to shout out the answers.  It was great to see each group’s progress and see how they came to be a group working together with a common goal.  These kids were so engaged in the technology.  A parent and other teachers came to join this fun event.  Everyone was impressed.  Today we were certain that these kids learned from us!  In the beginning, our goal was to have third graders recognize election terminology.  Today the kids applied it.  We were on cloud nine as educators.  This was the benefit of this profession.  After the game, we celebrated and each student was given an award for all the hard work during the election awareness unit.  The children were very upset that we were leaving and they gave us thank you cards they made with their vocabulary words on them and photos of voting.  We will miss these kids so much.  Liz brought in award certificates with candy attached on the sides, to reward the students for the completion of the Unit.  Catherine brought in cupcakes to celebrate, in addition to the Third Grade Teacher, Allison Hamm, providing Hawaiian Punch and cake.  We gave flowers to Allison and Liz Bailey, as we completely enjoyed learning from them and we learned as well, along with their students.  We grew together and Liz Bailey was a wonderful mentor.  We are thankful for such a rewarding experience.
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