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Born: February 11, 1967 in San Pedro Tlaquepaque, Jalisco, Mexico.

Academic Degrees

· Ph.D. in Higher Education Administration from the University of Kansas. Lawrence, Kansas, USA. 1996-2000

· Masters degree in Education from the Universidad del Valle de Atemajac (UNIVA), Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico. 1992-1994.

· Specialization in Gestalt Psychotherapy from the Instituto Humanista de Psicoterapia Guestaltica (IHPG), Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico. 1990-1992.

· B.A. in Educational Psychology from the Universidad del Valle de Atemajac (UNIVA), Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico. 1984-1987.

Experience

Member of the Mexican System of Researchers (Sistema Nacional de Investigadores or SNI in Spanish) since July 2001.

Professor for the Universidad de Monterrey (UDEM) in Monterrey, México. Fall 2004- currently. The responsibilities include: Teach undergraduate and graduate courses, mentor graduate students, and conduct research for the Center for Research on Education and Poverty, and participate in university-wide initiatives. Courses taught: 1) Didactics based on neuroscience and modern psychology, 2) Educational Technology, 3) Non-formal Education, 4) Curriculum design, and 5) systems thinking in education.

Coordinator of Educational Programs for the Universidad Anáhuac. August 2001-July 2004. The responsibilities include: Assess/promote faculty members; Coordinate the operation of the faculty development center (Centro de Formación y Actualización Docente); Coordinate the mentorship program; oversee and assess the operation of the Educational Model (Modelo Académico Anáhuac); coordinate institutional research projects; participate in institutional initiatives. 

Lecturer for the Universidad Anáhuac. Masters degree in Education: 1) Fall 2002: the research seminar (Seminario de Investigación II), 2) Summer 2003: curriculum design, and 3) Spring 2003: curriculum evaluation; and for the Masters in Psychopedagogy during Summer 2003: educational evaluation.

Lecturer for the Universidad de Monterrey. Fall 2003 semester. Masters program in Educational Administration: a) Design and management of educational projects (on-line course), and b) School principal and the human resources (Intensive seminar).

Professor and Chair for the Virtual University of the Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey (ITESM) in Monterrey, México. 2000-2001. The responsibilities include: Teach online courses for both the masters and doctoral programs (Fall 2000 & Spring 2001); chair the masters program in educational administration (Fall 2000); chair the doctoral program in innovation and educational technology (Spring 2001); chair the department of educational research (Spring 2001); coordinate research projects; and participate in university-wide initiatives. Courses taught: Cognitive Science and Educational Informatics (Ciencia Cognitiva e Informática Educativa –Spring 2001), Educational Innovation (Innovaciones Educativas –Fall 2000).

Graduate Research Assistant for the Teacher Development Coalition at the University of Kansas, 1997- 2000. The responsibilities in this position include: Researching policy issues related to teacher training and staff development; Organizing and facilitating Executive Council and Management Team meetings; Researching funding opportunities; coordinating dissemination activities, such as an interactive website and Listserv; provide technical assistance as needed to members of the Institute for Education Research and Public Service of the School of Education at KU.  The Teacher Development Coalition (TDC) is a statewide consortium of educational entities and includes the Council of Education Deans, the Kansas National Education Association, the Kansas Association of Education Service Centers, the Kansas State Department of Education, the Kansas State Board of Regents, the Kansas Association of School Boards, the Kansas Independent Colleges Association, United School Administrators of Kansas, the Kansas Alliance of Professional Development Schools, and local education agencies.  The goal of the project is to provide opportunities for this diverse group of educators to collaborate and problem-solve as they work to create a strong K-12 teaching force. Thus, the TDC is instrumental in developing policy at the state and local levels, disseminating information, and researching trends in education. 

Consultant for the Instituto para el Desarrollo Integral de la Calidad en la Educación (INDICE A.C.) in Guadalajara, 1996.  Responsibilities included: Conducting the planning process for the restructuring of the Institution; budgeting; and conducting a seminar about institutional planning for higher education institutions.

Director of the Language Center for the Universidad del Valle de Atemajac (UNIVA) in Guadalajara, 1995-1996. Responsibilities included: Overseeing the creation of the Center that was originally part of the Continuing Education Department; planning, staffing, budgeting, and coordinating the operation. 

Lecturer for the Masters in Education Program at UNIVA. 1995. Taught two courses: 1) Program Evaluation, and 2) Educational Planning. 

Director of Continuing Education for the Universidad del Valle de Atemajac (UNIVA) 1993-1995. Responsibilities included: Restructuring the department  that was originally part of the Graduate School;  planning, staffing, budgeting, and coordinating the operation.

Academic Coordinator for the Continuing Education Department at the Universidad del Valle de Atemajac (UNIVA) 1991-1993. Responsibilities included: Overseeing the programs offered by the Continuing Education Department; participating in the hiring committee.

Training Coordinator for the National Institute of Adult Education in the State of Jalisco. 1988-1991. Responsibilities included: Planning state-wide training programs; staffing the training department; assessing state-wide training needs, etc.

Trainer for the National Institute of Adult Education in the State of Jalisco. 1987-1988. Responsibilities included: Planning and conducting training seminars for adult education teachers and volunteers in the state of Jalisco; coordinating community projects for promoting literacy and elementary education programs as well as health improvement programs.

Theses and dissertations

As the Committee Chair:

· Lemus, Carina. Masters in Educational Administration. Thesis: Planeación estratégica de los recursos humanos a partir del diagnóstico de clima organizacional (strategic planning of human resources based on the organizational environment). ITESM. November 2001

As Committee member:

· Romo, Miguel. Doctor in Innovation and Educational Technology. Dissertation: Elementos de diseño de la interfaz en productos multimedia para el aprendizaje y su relación con la motivación intrínseca del usuario (design elements in multimedia products for learning and their relation with the user´s motivation). ITESM. March 2003.

· Morales, Nora Patricia. Masters in education. Thesis: Propuesta de un instrumento dirigido a alumnos para evaluar el curriculum de la maestría en educación (proposal of an instrument for students for the evaluation of the Masters in Education curriculum). Universidad Anáhuac. January 2003.

· Reyes, Javier. Masters in education. Thesis: La evaluación como principio de calidad en centros educativos de nivel superior. Un estudio de caso (Evaluation as the basis for quality in higher education institutions. A case study). Universidad Anáhuac. August 2003.

· Sánchez, Angel Darío. Masters in education. Thesis: Estudio del Perfil de los estudiantes de la Universidad del Valle de México (A profile of the student body of Universidad del Valle de México). Universidad Anáhuac. October 2003.

Professional Associations

Member of the American Educational Research Association (AERA) Division J (Postsecondary Education) since 1999.

Member of the Association for the Study of Higher Education (ASHE) since 1998.

Member of the Mexican Association of Continuing Education (AMEC in Spanish) since 1991.

Academic Coordinator of the National Committee of the Asociacion Mexicana de Educacion Continua (AMEC), 1995-1996.

President of the Western Chapter (covering eight states) of the Asociacion Mexicana de Educacion Continua (AMEC) 1994-1995.

Publications

Book Chapter: 

Silas, J.C. (1995) Institutional Evaluation in Continuing Education. in Vadillo, G. (1995) La Educacion Continua en Mexico. Mexico City: Asociación Mexicana de Educación Continua. 

Papers: 

Silas, J. C. (2000) Aplicación de la Tecnología en el Desarrollo de Habilidades en Administración Educativa. CD-ROM. Aplicaciones Tecnológicas en la Educación Superior en México. México D.F.:Instituto Politécnico Nacional.

Silas, J.C. (2000) College Curriculum and Autopoiesis Theory: A New Framework of Interpretation. EGE, Revista de la escuela de Graduados en Educación. Monterrey: ITESM. No. 1

Silas, J.C. (2001) The Systemic Character of the College Curriculum. Systemexico: The Mexican Journal of Systems Research. Vol 2. No. 1, Mayo, 2001.

Silas, J.C. & Sánchez, A.L. (2002) ¿Es la Innovación Educativa Impredecible?. EGE, Revista de la escuela de Graduados en Educación. Monterrey: ITESM. No. 8

Silas, J.C. (2003) Integration Courses as a Mechanism for Assessing Student´s Development. Proceedings of the UNESCO Conference on Intercultural Education. Jyväskylä, Finland. June 2003

Silas, J.C. (2004) Private Higher Education in Mexico at the beginning of the 21st Century. International Journal of Private Higher Education e-journal (http://www.xiaujournal.net)

Paper Presentations:

Davis, D., Kleinhammer-Tramill, J., Silas, J. C. The Teacher Development Coalition: An Infrastructure for Change. Presented at the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (AACTE) 1999 conference in Washington, DC, USA.

Silas, J. C. A new power-tool in the tool box: Autopoietic theory’s role in organizational analysis of higher education institutions. Presented at the American Educational Research Association (AERA) 2000 conference in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA.

Silas, J. C. The College Curriculum: A Meaning-Bounded System. Presented at the American Association of Teaching and Curriculum (AATC) 2000 conference in Alexandria, Virginia, USA.

Silas, J.C. Technology for the Educational Administration. Presented at the Mexican Society for Computing in Education (SOMECE) 2000 conference in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico.

Silas, J.C.  The Interrelationship between Technology and Higher Education Finance. Presented at the Global Higher Education Policy Conference, Paying for Higher Education: Emerging Trends, Challenges, and Solutions. 2000 in Washington, DC, USA.

Silas, J.C. Teaching Online Educational Administration in Mexico: A Case Study. presented at the American Educational Research Association (AERA) 2001 conference in Seattle, Washington, USA.

Silas, J.C. & De la Torre, M. La Tutoría como Promotora de la Formación Integral. Presented at the Encuentro de Experiencias Tutoriales 2002, Instituto Politécnico Nacional in México City.

Silas, J.C. & Farrera, A. C. Las Materias Integradoras: Una Experiencia de Aprendizaje para Todos. Presented at the Third Research Forum UDEM 2002, Universidad de Monterrey, Monterrey, Mexico.

Silas, J.C. Integration Courses as a Mechanism for Assessing Student´s Development. Presented at the UNESCO Conference on Intercultural Education. Jyväskylä, Finland. June 2003.

Silas, J.C. Current Private Higher Education In Mexico: Are we on the right track? Presented at the American Educational Studies Association Conference. October 2003. Mexico City. 

Silas, J.C. Valoración de las habilidades de procesamiento de información recientemente adquirida en estudiantes universitarios. Presented at the Fourth Research Forum UDEM 2004, October 2004. Universidad de Monterrey, Monterrey, Mexico.

Silas, J.C. Private Higher Education in Mexico at the beginning of the 21st Century. Presented at the Quifang International Conference on Private Higher Education. XI´an University. December 2004 Xi´an, Shaanxi, China.

Scholarships

Mary Oyster O’Guin Scholarship for studying at the University of Kansas from 1999 to 2000.

Fulbright-Garcia Robles Scholarship for studying at the University of Kansas from 1996 to 1999.

Languages

English (Excellent reading, writing, speaking, and listening)

French (Fair reading, writing, speaking, and listening)

Spanish (Mother tongue)
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