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PROPHE Summary:
The Pakistani authority has announced policies on several key issues on private higher education.  The government agreed to expedite the establishment of 9 engineering universities with partnering countries such as Austria, Germany, Japan, etc.  While these countries will handle administration and personnel of the universities, the Pakistani government will fully take care of the finance.  Another issue concerns illegal and substandard universities run by the private sector.  The government directs the provincial authorities to close down any private universities illegally operating and downgrade any institutions that fail to improve their standard.  
For a full story, see Global News Bites, May 11, 2006, “Musharraf Announces 50 pc Increases in Educational Budget.”

PROPHE Observation:
Pakistan—like China, India, Honduras, Iraq, and many countries reported on PROPHE—encourages PHE and cross-border partnership.  The pursuit of international recognition and collaboration is a salient trend and we are witnessing ample number of transnational universities.  Such a trend, in turn, increases ambiguity in private-public distinctiveness as in the Pakistani illustration: the 9 universities will be publicly funded while privately administered.  Another matter is governmental control over PHE quality also evidenced elsewhere.  The Pakistani authority has dealt with illegal universities and PHE standard for years (See Pakistan #1 and #3 in PROPHE News Features). Such an issue is believed to continuously call for serious attention from many governments, not only those having cross-border partnership but those with domestic diploma-mills as well.    
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ISLAMABAD: Announcing up to 50 percent increase in education budget from the next fiscal year, a high level meeting with president Musharraf in the chair approved a roadmap to synchronize knowledge in the fields of science and technology with the country’s requirements for fast-paced industrial development. The chancellors’ committee meeting president over by President General Pervez Musharraf held here at Army House in Rawalpindi on Thursday also approved a roadmap with reference to ban the illegal and substandard private universities. Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz, provincial Governors and chief ministers, AJK president Sardar Anwar, federal education minister Javed Ashraf Qazi and chairman higher education commission Dr. Atta-u-Rehman attended the meeting. 

The meeting decided to speed up the establishment of nine engineering universities with the help of Austria, Germany, Japan, Italy, France, China, South Korea and Sweden at a cost of Rs 160 to Rs 180 billion over a period of ten years. The nine universities will be fully funded by the government while the foreign countries would provide renowned faculty and necessary expertise to run the institutions on least lines on consonance with our development needs. However, the meeting decided to correspond finding of these universities with the quality of education. The meeting also agreed on a mechanism to award finances to private universities.

In order to ensure high standards of education, the meeting directed the provinces to shut down universities illegally operating in the country within three months, Atta ur Rehman said. The universities not imparting education up to the mark, have been directed to confirm their standards to HEC-set criterion. In case of failure to raise standards, sucj universities would be downgraded to colleges, he stated.

During the course of meeting, the provincial governments were directed to remain in close liaison with monitoring and Higher Education Commission (HEC) to provide universities with contemporary needs. President Musharraf unequivocally directed provincial governments to close down illegal universities within three months adding that substandard universities be extended deadline to improve their standard.

“If the universities with substandard educational qualities despite warnings fail to improve their standard should be closed down or be given college status,” he remarked. “For the first the present government has given attention to improve the education. Currently education budget is Rs. 22 billion which should be increased by 50 percent from the next fiscal year and it will touch the figure of Rs. 35 billion,” he informed.

He expressed optimism that increase in budget would lead to increase in educational activities adding that social and economic developments were directly depended upon quality education. On this count, the government would not tolerate any delaying tactics, he warned. He directed that all educational institutions should be put on modern and strategic line and all the universities should be provided with modern science related equipments.

The Governors and chief ministers should improved monitoring and more students should be sent abroad for scholarships, he said adding that separate strategy should be worked out to regularize private sector universities. The provincial governments and HEC should overcome differences with regard of establishment of private universities, he added. He underscored six industrial universities during the next five years would also be built, which would be equipped with state-of-the-art modern facilities. Chairman HEC Dr. Atta-u-Rehman also spoke on the occasion.
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