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Our new Presidential Doctoral Fellowship for Research
Training in Health Disparities Fellow

GUILLERMO ESCANO, M.A.

Guillermo Jesus Escafio is a doctoral student at the
University at Albany, SUNY in the department of
Criminal Justice. He completed his M.A. as part of his
capstone and explored anti-homicide strategies on
Mexico’s state murder capital: Guerrero. In addition,
Guillermo recently presented his research on
Honduras’ homicide trends in Mexico City, Mexico at
the VII Latin American Conference and Il Mexican
Conference on Drug Policy. His most recent
professional experience was with the New York Police
Department as a Summer Graduate Intern with the

Office of Crime Control Strategies. As part of the Rx Initiative, he analyzed the
trend of opiate overdose in New York City in collaboration with other state
agencies to strengthen tools to capture real time data. After completing his
undergraduate career, Guillermo has worked in various capacities in the public
health and criminal justice sector.

His main topics of interest are: Homicide Trend; Time-Series Analysis;
Intersectionality of Criminology & Public Health; Drug Trafficking; Organized
Criminal Groups; Drug Policy; Homicide Spatial Analysis; Anti-Crime Strategies;
Urban Sociology; and Mixed Method Methodology. His research focuses mostly on
factors that influence homicide trends in the United States and Latin America. In
addition, Guillermo has a deep interest in the intersectionality of public health and
the criminal justice system such as how drug policy and homicide can impact life
expectancy in concentrated disadvantage communities. His interest arises from
the role that violence and crime played in his upbringing in the South Bronx and
working directly for years with communities impacted on said interest. The role
that crime and violence greatly affected his family’s native countries situated in
Latin America furthered his interest. Guillermo has been able to study abroad in
Brazil, Chile and Argentina exploring the role that violence has had on these
respected nations and the surrounding region.

Through the Presidential Doctoral Fellowship for Research Training in Health
Disparities, as well as his training as a doctoral student, Mr. Escano hopes to
promote anti-crime measures that considers humane public health methods to
avert adverse consequences.
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FAST FACTS

Health and Health Care by Race/Ethnicity

55%

of the

32.3 MILLION
nonelderly
uninsured are
people of color

Source: Artiga, S et al. https://www.kff.org/disparities-policy/report/key-facts-on-
h-and health-c d- icity,

® People of color face significant disparities in access
to, and utilization of, care. Nonelderly Asians,
Hispanics, Blacks, and American Indians and Alaska
Natives face increased barriers to accessing care
compared to Whites and have lower utilization of
care. There remain large gaps in data for
understanding access and utilization of care for
Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders.

Blacks and American Indians and Alaska Natives
fare worse than Whites on the majority of
examined measures of health status and
outcomes.

Despite coverage gains under the ACA, nonelderly
Hispanics, Blacks, and American Indians and
Alaska Natives remain significantly more likely
than Whites to be uninsured. Overall, people of
color account for more than half (55%) of the total
32.3 million nonelderly uninsured. There are a
number of differences in the characteristics of the
nonelderly uninsured by race and ethnicity that
affect their eligibility for coverage and that may help
inform outreach and enrollment efforts.

Please our
@UAIbanyCEMHD

and @CEMHDatUAIbany and

Instagram @UAlIbanyCEMHD
for more updates on CEMHD news
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2" Annual President’s Forum on Health Disparities

On November 15™ 2019, the University at Albany and CEMHD hosted the 2" Annual
President’s Forum on Health Disparities, entitled “The Role of Epigenetics in Health
Disparities.” Epigenetics is the study of biological mechanisms that, through diet,
stressors or environmental pollutants, switch gene markers on and off rather than
by altering the genetic code in the form of DNA. Ultimately, this “switch” changes
how proteins work in the body. The study of epigenetics offers a different approach
to treating disease by finding ways to remove a bad epigenetic marker or adding a
good one.

Dr. Cathrine Hoyo

Attending were our partners from Downstate Medical Center, members of our
campus community, colleagues from across institutions of higher education, along
with our healthcare and community-based partners. The forum provided an arena
for the exchange of ideas, new concepts and solutions, and opportunities for
professional development and networking to foster future research and scholarly
collaboration.

The Forum featured as its keynote speaker Dr. Cathrine Hoyo, an epidemiologist
and Associate Professor in the Department of Biological Sciences at North Carolina

Drs. Lawrence Schell and James Dias

State University, and co-leader of the Integrative Health Science Facility Core in the Center for Human Health and the
Environment. She is serving as the Pl responsible for the development and maintenance of the Newborn Epigenetics Study
(NEST), a birth cohort following children currently ages 3-5 years.

Prior to Dr. Hoyo’s presentation, “Gestational Cadmium Exposure, Epigenetic Response and Metabolic Dysfunction in Black,
Hispanic, and White Offspring”, there were introductory remarks by Havidan Rodriguez, Ph.D., UAlbany’s President; Lawrence
M. Schell, Ph.D., Forum Co-Chair and Director of the Center for the Elimination of Minority Health Disparities; Dr. James Dias,
UAlbany’s Vice President for Research; and Dr. Moro Salifu, Chief of the Division of Nephrology at SUNY Downstate Health
Sciences University.

The forum also included six UAlbany and SUNY Downstate Health Sciences University faculty presentations including “Prenatal
Lead and Depression Exposures Jointly Influence Birth Outcomes and NR3C1 DNA Methylation” (Allison Appleton, ScD, MPH);
“Influence of Epigenetics in Racial Disparities in Triple Negative Breast Cancer” (Jason Hersckowitz, Ph.D., MPH); “Epigenetic
Age and Pubertal Development” (Gabriel Schlomer, Ph.D.); “Prostate Carcinomas in African-Americans Have Distinct miRNA
Expression and Biological Markers for Poor Prognosis” (Raavi Gupta, M.D.); and “Racial and Ethnic Disparities in HIV Testing
and PrEP Uptake among Black and Latino Men Who Have Sex with Men in New York State” (Sabina Hirshfield, Ph.D.).

Following the presentations, there was an interactive panel discussion exploring the challenges of epigenetic research. The
panelists were David Carpenter, M.D. (Director, Institute for Health and the Environment; Professor, Department,
Environmental Health Sciences, School of Public Health, UAlbany); the presenters Drs. Cathrine Hoyo, Gabriel Schlomer, and
Jason Hersckowitz; and Hayward Horton, Ph.D. (Professor, Department of Sociology, College of Arts and Sciences, UAlbany).

CONTACT US:

CEMHD
University at Albany,
SUNY ES 0028
1400 Washington Ave.
Albany NY 12222

(518) 442-4904 www.albany.edu/CEMHD

THE ENDOWMENT FOR COMMUNITY-BASED HEALTH e e e
DISPARITIES RESEARCH AND TRAINING * S-21 NIMHD e




j{SO1UBAS sowx0.d
soJisanu 24qos A QHINID 9P Seldiou eled!

Aueq|yniegHNID®@

A QHIN3DAUEqIVN®
0J159anu ‘JoAe} 10d

*uoIRdIIISUI A UQISURIXD 9P SOZJaNJSI SO| JBWIOJU|

e JepnAe uspand anb A ein11aqod e| esed pepl|iqids|e

ns uejdaje anb ejuia A ezed Jod 04n8as uls soue g9

9P S2J0UIW SO| P SEIIISII9IOBIED SB| UD SBIDUDIDIP

9p a143s eun AeH ‘04n8as UlS SOUB G9 P SIJOUBW

seuosJad ap saUO||IW 7€ 9p |B10} 2P (%SS)

pejiw e| ap sew uejuasaldal 10jod ap seuostad

se| ‘|eJauasd uj "0an8as Jaua) ou e sodue|q

so| anb sosuadoad sew ajuawennedyiusis opuals

uansis eyse|y ap SoAlleu so| A souedliawe soipul

so| ‘soJ8au so| ‘soue g9 ap saJouaw souedsiy so|
YOV |2 ofeq e4n11aqod 9p sojusawne so| p Jesad Y o

'sope|nsal so| A pnjes

9P OpE)Sa |9p SEPEeUIWEXD SEPIPaW Se| ap elioAew
| UD SOdUuE|q SO| B anb J0ad BA S| SOAIIBU SO| Y @

‘0ouloed

|9p Sou3|sI soJ10 A soAneu soueiemey soj| eded

uoldUdle B| AP UOIDEZI|IIN B] A 0S3d0E |3 Japudidwod

eJed sojep so| ua seunge| sapuesd opuaigey

an3IS 'sodue|q SO| U0 ugidesedwod Us ugdUe

| 9P UOIJEZI[13N JOUSW BUN UBU3I} A UOIDUD)E B|

e J9pad2e eJed seJalieq SaJoAew UBIUDIUD ‘BYSe|Y

9p soAneu A souedliawe solpul ‘sodau ‘souedsly

‘SoUe Gg 9P S9JOUBW SOJIIRISE SOT "UOIdUdlEe

e] ap uoldezijian e| A 0sadde |9 ua seanedyiusis
sopepliedsip uejuatjua 10|02 9p seuosiad seq o

/AIDIUYIa-pUD-93D1-Aq-2103-43[0aY PUD-43[Day

~U0-579D]-A%/3100a17A2][00-Sa13/IDASTp/BI0 JP MMM/7:SARY [0 33 § ‘DBIIY :92in0S

10103 Jo o1doad
‘ aJe painsuiun
Aj1apr1auou
NOITTIW €°C€
ay3 Jo

%SS

plu33/pZDY J0d DLIDIIUDS DI2UBISISY A pn[bs

aleveaf]®
. -r'-r:.-lf’

IAIHE NOIDVIWHOANI

pnjes e[ ua sapepliedsiq 319os
31UdpIsald |ap |enuy 0404 opunsas |3
A
pnjes e| us sepepliedsig ua |elouapISald
0OpEeJ0120(J OASNU 0JIS3NU B BIZOUOD

NOIDIAIVLISINI §

0C0T eianewlid/610¢

OUJ3IAU|
SeIdII0N 3p uj1v|og

‘SESJIAPE SBIDUSNIISUO0D JelIAD eled edljgnd pnjes ap souewny
SOPO3aW UIJBPISUOI aNb USWIID |3 BJIUOD SepIpaW JaAowold eladss ouedsy IS |9
‘OpeJ0320p 9P SURIPNISS OWOD UOIDE}DEdED NS OWOD JSE ‘pNnjes ap sspepliedsig us
uoIae311S9AU| US uolelDede) eded [BIDUSPISIId OPEIOIIO( 3P BISG B| 9P S9ARIL Y

"91UEPUNID
uoi3aJ e| A sepejadsal SSUOIDBU SBISS UD BIDUS|OIA B] OpPIUS) BY anb |aded |3 opuelo|dxa
euUadJy A 3)1yD ‘|Isedg U 0Ja[uedixa |9 U Jeipnisa oplpod ey Owd3||IND S2J433Ul NS
OlUSWOJ BUIIET BILIDWY US SOPEIIQN BljIWE) NS 9P SOAIReU s3s/ed SO| e epipaw uedd us
uoJe}daje ePUI|OIA B] A uswD |9 anb |aded |3 ‘OwsIwISY "S9J31ul 0ydIp Jod Sepeldaje
SSPEPIUNWOD SB[ U0 SOUE 91UBIND S1USWEIIUIP OpuE(eqeJ] ZIA NS B AXUOIg [9p NS |9
U3 BZUBID NS U3 UOJIIANY USWIID |3 A BIDUS|OIA Bl 3nb |aded |e opiAsp 98NS Sa4a3uUl NS
"SEPEJIUDIUOD Se[BIUBASDP U0 SSPEPIUNWOD U ePIA 9p ezueladss e Jejoedw] uspand
olppiwoy |3 A sedoup ap ezijod e anb us ewJoy | owod ‘|euad episnl ap ewsalsis
|2 A e2lignd pnjes e| ap pepI|euolddaSIalUl B UD S2493UI Opunjold un saual} owla||ino
‘Sewspy "BUIIE] PIOLQWY A SOpIUM SOPPIST SO| U OIPIDIWOY 3P SElDUSPUS} SE|
ua uaAnjjul anb saJ03oey US SjusWeddUlId BIJUSD 3S UQIDESIISOAUI NS "OIXIA OPOIDIN
9p eJ30|0p0ISIN A ‘eueqdn eI30|0100S USWILD [ BJIUOD SEISD1RJIST SOIPIDIWOH
9p |epeds3 sisljeuy ‘se3odq ap ed1Y|od ‘sopeziuediO Ssjeulwld) sodnio sedouq
9p 0dljed] |3 ‘edlgnd pnjes el A ej3ojoulwll) | 3P Pepl|euoiddasialul ‘sajedodwa |
S91IDS 9P SISI[BUY ‘SOIPIDIWOH 9P BIDUSPU] :UOS S9J493Ul 9p Sewa) sajedpulid sng

‘leuad epnsn( el A ealgnd pnjes e
9P J0123S |3 U S9UOIDUNY SBSISAIP UD Opeleqed) By OWIS|[IND ‘BLIE}SIDAIUN BJDIIRD NS
Jeya|dwod ap sandsaq ‘|eas odwiall U solep Jesnided eded sejusjwieltay Se| J323|e0y
eJed s9|EIRISD SeIDUSZe SEJJO UOD UOIDRJOCE|OD U YIOA BASNN 9P Pepnid e| ud
5022e1d0 9P SISOPIJGOS SP PIDUSPUS] B[ OZI|BUE ‘XY BAIIEIDIU| B] 9P 91ed OWOD) "Uswl)

[9P |043UOD 9P SeIF21841ST 9P BUIDIJO Bl UD OUBIDA

9p openpeJd ajuesed owod YO\ BASNN 3P eJD1|0d

9p O1usWenedaQ |9 UOD SNJ S1USIIBJ Sew [euoIsa}0.d
eIoURIIadX3 NS "Se804Q ap ez1|0d 9400S BUBDIIXI|A
BI2USJ34U0) || B] A BUBDIISWEOUIIET BIDUSIDIUOD [|A Bl UD
‘021X ‘OIXDA P PEPNID B[ UD SBUNPUOH 3P OIpIdIWOoY
9P SEIDUBPUI] SB| 9400S UQIDEZIISIAUL NS IUBWSIU

91294 03uUasa4d OWIS||IND ‘SBWIPY "0J3I3ND :0JIXS|A 9P
Ope1S3 |9 U ,oIpPIwoy 3p [ende) e, us oIpRIWoy

|2 BJ3U0D SeI391e4353 0J40|dXa A UQIDBUIW|ND NS 3P

91Jed owod elIsaewW NS 019|dwo) ‘[eUIWILD) BIDIISN[ 9P
olusweledsap |9 Us ANNS ‘Aueq|y Sp pepisiaAlun e| us
OpEJ0ID0P P DIUBIPNISD UN $3 OYBIST SNSf OWID|[IND

"V'IN ‘'ONVIS3 ONY3TIND
pn|ps bj U3 SaPLPILIDASIQ 31GOS S310ppbIISaAU] ap UOIIDWIIO Df
p1od [DI2U3PIS3Id OPDI0II0J 3P DI3F D| AP JOPI3JID ‘011DI3g OA3NU 0J3SANN

NYOA VAINN 3d SYNINDId SIAVAIND SV1 NI SOIYVLIHONIN
SOdNYD SOT VHVd ANTVS 3A SIAVAIYVdSIA SV HVNINITI VIVd OANY

S31L14vdSI(Q HLVaH ALIHONI|A] 40 NOILYNINITT 3HL 404 HEIJ.NEIO

7T 3nss| | 070z eJanewlid/6TOZ OUJIAU| SBIDIION 3P UlId|og





