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From left to right, back row: Darrell Wheeler, Lawrence Schell, Allison Appleton, Alex Pieterse, Barry
Watson, Wayne Riley, Haviddn Rodriguez, Christine Wagner, Kaydian Reid. Front row: Blanca Ramos,
Wilma Alvarado-Little.

On April 24™ 2018 the University at Albany and CEMHD hosted the Inaugural
President’s Forum on Health Disparities, entitled “Health in NY State: Addressing
Barriers to Health Across Populations.” The President’s Forum is a centerpiece of
UAlbany’s prestigious $10 million NIH/NIMHD-funded Endowment for Community-
Based Health Disparities Research and Training. Attending were our partners from
Downstate Medical Center, members of our campus community, colleagues from
across institutions of higher education, along with our healthcare and community-
based partners. The forum provided an arena for the exchange of ideas, new concepts
and solutions, and opportunities for professional development and networking to foster
future research and scholarly collaboration.

Health disparities are apparent when avoidable illnesses and deaths in one group of
people arise from a variety of causes when compared to another group, not all of
which are fully understood. Differences based on race, ethnicity, or economics can be
reduced but require government policymakers, health professionals, researchers, and
community groups to work together. Specific and achievable goals must be set across
a range of disciplines, including but not limited to health, housing, education and
criminal justice.
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FELLOWS' NEWS

Kaydian Reid, has successfully
defended her dissertation and
received her DrPH!

Congratulations Kaydian!

CEMHD would like to welcome our two
newest Health Disparities Fellows:

Ola Kalu, a Ph.D. candidate in the
Sociology Department and

Simone Seward, a DrPH candidate at
the UAlbany, School of Public Health

Congratulations Ola and Simone on
receiving the Fellowship!

Lauren Dasen, who formerly assisted
Dr. Blanca Ramos with the Amsterdam
Task Force, received her Ph.D. in
Counseling Psychology!

Congratulations Lauren!

CONTACT US:

CEMHD
University at Albany,
SUNY ES 0028
1400 Washington Ave.
Albany NY 12222

(518) 442-4904 www.albany.edu/CEMHD

Director: Lawrence M. Schell, Ph.D.
Newsletter Editor: Mia V. Gallo, Ph.D.
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The Forum featured as its keynote speaker Dr. Wayne . Riley, President of the State
University of New York Downstate Medical Center. Dr. Riley is President Emeritus of the
American College of Physicians and an elected member of the National Academy of
Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences. Prior to President’s Riley’s address, there
were introductory remarks by Darrell P. Wheeler, Ph.D. (Forum Co-Chair), Dean and
Professor, School of Social Welfare; Havidan Rodriguez, Ph.D., our university President;
Lawrence M. Schell, Ph.D. (Forum Co-
Chair), and Director of the Center for the
Elimination of Minority Health
Disparities; David R. Holtgrave, Ph.D.,
Dean, School of Public Health, SUNY
President Riley addresses the assembly Empire Innovation Professor; and, on

behalf of NYSDOH Commissioner Zucker,
Wilma Alvarado-Little Associate Commissioner, NYSDOH, Director, Office of
Minority Health and Health Disparities Prevention. Our Vice President for Research,
James Dias, Ph.D., introduced President Riley.

James Dias introduces President Riley

Following President Riley’s address, there was an
interactive panel discussion exploring the challenges of
health disparities across New York State. The panelists
were (from left to right): Kaydian Reid (Presidential Health
Disparities Research Fellow); Blanca Ramos (Associate
Professor, School of Social Welfare and Liaison,
Amsterdam Minority Health Task Force); Wilma Alvarado-
Little (Associate Commissioner, NYSDOH; Director,
OMHHDP), Barry Walston (President, Albany Black Child
Development Institute); and President Riley.

The Panel comments on President Riley's address

The forum also included six faculty presentations including “A Proposal |
for a New Urban Health Framework” (Aimee Afable, Ph.D., MPH); “HIV i
Disparities In Brooklyn among Black Young Men Who Have Sex with Men
in the House Ball Community” (Jeffrey Birnbaum, MD, MPH); “Aging and
Health Disparities” (Tonya N. Taylor, Ph.D.); “Prenatal psychosocial
stress, environmental contaminants, and the epigenetic origins of health
disparities: The Albany Infant and Mother Study” (Allison Appleton, ScD,
MPH); “Health Disparities and Racial Attitudes: The Role of Perceived
Racism” (Alex L. Pieterse, Ph.D.); and “Implications for health disparities
in premature birth outcomes” (Christine K. Wagner, Ph.D.).

President Rodriquez speaks with Commissioner Whalen (back to
camera), Albany County Department of Health. On the left is Tom
McPheeters (AVillage) and on the right is Lawrence Schell (CEMHD).

THE ENDOWMENT FOR
COMMUNITY-BASED HEAL'TH
DISPARITIES RESEARCH AND

TRAINING * S-21 NIMHD
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