Ant 104 Third Exam Study Guide
Week 12
· What are the main points of the “Man the Hunter” argument for human evolution?  What are the problems and biases of this model?  How does the “Woman the Gatherer” model alternatively explain human evolution? 

· What are the three types of evidence have archaeologists used to examine gender issues in archaeology?  Know the specifics of each of the examples.

· What are the critiques of Maria Gimbutas’s interpretation of Neolithic “goddess worship”?

· Claassen reading: what was the effect of the feminist movement on archaeology and other sciences?  How does sexism or androcentric bias negatively affect archaeology?  According to Claassen, how might women have figured prominently in the initial domestication of plants in North America?
· What are the four broad areas that archaeometry investigates?
· Know the basic principles behind thermoluminescence, archaeomagnetism, and obsidian hydration dating.  Why might you use one of these methods of dating as opposed to more common techniques like radiocarbon or dendrochronology?

· What are the four types of residue analysis covered in lecture and how does each work?  How does residue analysis aid in the interpretation of artifact function?

· What are the three examples of material characterization techniques covered in lecture?  How does material characterization help in the determination of the source areas of raw materials, and how does this help in the determination of trade and exchange relations in the past?
· Price Chapter 16:  How does the study of bone isotopes help in the study of ancient cultures?  How was this technique used to study the remains of the king of Copan?

Week 13

· According to Renfrew, what are the five types of evidence that could be used to identify the practice of religion in archaeological contexts?  Be able to provide examples of each.
· What are the four explanations that have been proposed for the meaning behind Upper Palaeolithic cave paintings?  Which of these explanations provides the most probable and complete accounting for these paintings?

· What is “garbology” and why is it an important aspect of modern archaeology?  What were some of the issues explored by the Tucson garbage project?  What were some of the more significant findings?  What are the five myths of modern garbage?  How does our garbage disposal practices compare with those of other prehistoric civilizations?

· Rathje reading: What were the differences between how people responded to surveys about their refuse practices and what garbology indicated they actually did?  What were some of the predictable patterns in these differences?  What is “Parkinson’s Law of Garbage” and what is it’s implication for municipal solid waste planning?

Week 14

· What are the two uses of the term “theory” used by scientists?  What are archaeologists referring to most often when they use the term?
· What are the different types of explanation presented during the “descriptive” (culture-history), “evolutionary” (processual) and “critical” (post-processual) periods in archaeology?  How did potential explanations of the Anasazi change over that time depending on what theoretical perspectives were popular at the time?

· What is pseudoscience or pseudoarchaeology?  What are some of the most prevalent pseudoscientific explanations in archaeology?  Why is pseudoscience a problem for archaeologists?  How can one recognize pseudoscientific explanations as opposed to scientific explanations?
· Feder reading: What are the six basic motivations Feder outlines for those who engage in pseudoarchaeology?  What is “epistemology” how is this concept related to pseudoscience?  What are the potential problems with secondhand information, and how should one evaluate such information?  How does the “childbed fever” example illustrate the points raised by Feder in regards to scientific versus pseudoscientific explanations?
· Price Chapter 16: How do the Danish Barrows or the Maya Collapse illustrate the types of explanations favored by processual archaeologists?  How does Tilley’s analysis of Swedish rock art illustrate the types of explanations favored by post-processual archaeologists?  How does Brumfiel’s analysis of the activities of Aztec women illustrate the importance of gender in archaeology?
Week 15
· What is the “conservation ethic” and why is it vital to archaeology?  What is the result when this principle is not followed?  What are some of the issues relating to looting?  What is the difference in legal penalties for looting in “source” versus “destination” countries?

· What are the 8 ethical points adhered to by the Society for American Archaeology?

· What are the specifics of the following laws: Antiquities Act, NHPA, NAGPRA?  What are the intent and problems with the international laws regulating antiquities trading enacted by the United Nations?

· Why is the scientific study of Native American human remains such as contentious topic?  What are the positive and negative aspects of NAGPRA in relation to this issue?

· Price Chapter 17: How does the Tiwanaku example illustrate the importance and relevance of archaeology to the modern world? What is the archaeological conservancy and what is its importance for modern archaeology?  How is the case of “Kennewick Man” illustrative of the problems associated with NAGPRA?  How is Donnan’s work with looted Moche collections related to current ethical concerns in archaeology?
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