Ant 104 First Exam Study Guide
Week 1

· Why is archaeology an important field to study?  How does the example of Gustav Kossina exemplify one of the reasons for archaeology’s importance as a science?

· How does archaeology fit into the broader field of anthropology?  How is this different from how archaeology is practiced outside of North America, for example, in Europe?

· What were the prerequisites for archaeology to develop as a science?  What are key historical developments for each prerequisite?
· Price Ch. 1: What is pseudoscience?  What are famous examples of pseudoscience in archaeology?

· Price Ch. 1: What are some possible career paths in archaeology?  What are some significant differences between these careers?

· Price Ch. 2: Be able to briefly summarize the significance of the Lord of Sipán, for Peruvian prehistory specifically, and for archaeology in general (such as the effect of looting, and the roles of museums and tourism).

· Price Ch. 3: What are the three broad periods of the history of archaeology?  Briefly be able to summarize the significant developments of how archaeology was implemented in each period, and be able to provide at least one example of a significant figure in archaeology for each period.
Week 2

· What is the importance of research design in archaeology?  What does a good research design consist of?  How is Howard Carter’s discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamen an example of a solid research design?
· What is Hawke’s “Ladder of Inference”?  What are some examples of lower order, middle order, and higher order, questions that archaeologists may ask of the archaeological record?

· What is material culture?  Why is it important to archaeologists?  What are the categories of material culture, and what are examples of each?  What is the significance of preservation for archaeology?  What are the unusual circumstances where organic materials are preserved on archaeological sites?

· Price Ch. 4: How are the Black Earth site and the Jomon of Japan examples of the types of questions that archaeologists ask?  How does the work of ethnologists potentially relate to that of archaeologists, and what are some examples of such research?
· Price Ch. 5: What is an “activity area?”  How do archaeologists identify activity areas based on archaeological remains?  What are some examples of activity area research discussed in the text?
Week 3

· How do archaeologists locate sites?  What are the goals of archaeological survey?  What are some common types of survey?  What is the significance of the work of MacNeish and Willey for the development of archaeological survey?
· What is the goal of archaeological excavation?  What is the distinction between horizontal versus vertical excavations, and why might an archaeologist choose to focus on one or the other?

· What is meant by the terms Context and Association?  Why are these concepts so important to archaeology?  What is their significance to how archaeologist excavate?

· What is an archaeological “Type”?  What characteristics are possibly used to classify material culture into types?  What is meant by a “diagnostic” type?

· Price Ch. 6: How does the Great Hall at Lejre exemplify the techniques of archaeological excavation?  What are the unique concerns involved in underwater archaeology?  What is meant by remote sensing?  What are some notable examples of remote sensing in archaeology?

· Price Ch. 7: What are some ways in which archaeologists classify material culture?  Why is the role of conservators so important in archaeology?  How does the example of Iroquoian pottery illustrate archaeological classification?
Week 4

· What is the difference between absolute and relative dating?  Why was the innovation of absolute dating techniques so significant for archaeology?  How are the concepts of stratigraphy and seriation useful to forming relative chronologies?  What are the basic rules of stratigraphic analysis?  What are the most important examples of absolute dating techniques used by archaeologists?  What are their strengths and limitations?
· What were the three major developments in radiocarbon dating?

· What are the three types of “standard clocks” used for chronometric dating?  What is an example of each?

· What was some early evidence for the antiquity of human settlement of the Americas?  

· Who were the Paleoindians?  What do archaeologists think that their culture was like?  What is the evidence for Pre-Paleoindian/Pre-Clovis settlement of the Americas?  What are some possible theories of how people could have arrived in the Americas prior to the end of the last Ice Age?

· Price Ch. 8: How are pipe stems used to date historic sites?  What are examples of dendrochronology discussed in the text?  How was radiocarbon dating used in the case of the Shroud of Turin?  How was Potassium-Argon dating used in the dating of early human evolution in Africa?

· Parry Reading: what are the three prerequisites for a site to be considered as “Pre-Clovis”?  What are some examples of sites that have failed to satisfy one of these prerequisites?
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