Introduction to Archaeology (Ant 104)
Spring 2008, T, Th 1:15-2:35, LC 19 (Labs: AS B-11)
	Professor:

Sean Rafferty (rafferty@albany.edu)
Office Phone: 442-4713
Office:  AS 120

Office Hrs.: T, Th, 3-4 and by appt.
Teaching Assistants:
John Edvalson (jedvalson@yahoo.com); M 12:30-2 pm, W 10-12; AS 233

Ilona Flores (if574836@albany.edu); T 10-1 pm, AS 110
Marx Navarro Castillo (mn711295@albany.edu); W, F, 3-4 pm, AS 209
 


Course Description
How can we put together the puzzle of the past from the fragmentary material remains that have survived the ravages of time?  This is the focus of the science of Archaeology: the study of the human past though the material culture left behind by ancient peoples.  In this course you will learn the methods by which archaeologists piece together and compare the lifeways of prehistoric societies through time from the Ice Age up to the Modern World.  The first half of the course will cover basic concepts and techniques, including how archaeologists interpret artifacts, stratigraphy, and settlement patterns, and how archaeologists determine the age of the material they are investigating.  Additionally, in the first half we will cover the history of archaeology, and how archaeologists design and implement their research.  The second half of the course will cover key debates in archaeology, such as the origins of food production and social stratification, the investigation of gender and ethnicity in the past, and how archaeological concepts have been used and misused as a source of political power in the present day.  During discussion sections, you will put the principles learned in lecture into action through hands-on exercises in the analysis of archaeological materials. We will also examine several specific case studies to provide concrete examples of the concepts learned in class.

Grading
Students are responsible for all material presented in class and in all readings.  Grades will be determined in part by three exams, including the final exam.  These will account for 60% of your grade (20% each).  Exams will include a variety of multiple choice and short answer questions.  Each exam will be graded out of 100 potential points.

The remainder of your grade is based on the lab section.  Each lab session will consist of an assignment or group activity worth 10 points, as graded by your teaching assistant based on your participation and performance. All labs together are worth 100 potential points, which will comprise 40% of your final grade for the course. Participation in all the labs is therefore vital for your grade in this course.  There are no allowed makeups for missed labs except in documented extreme circumstances.
Only point scores will be awarded for exams and assignments; a letter grade will only be assigned for the entire course at the end of the semester.  Make up exams or paper and assignment due date extensions are strongly discouraged, and will only be permitted with documented medical excuses or other demonstrated extenuating circumstances.  Late assignments will be reduced in grade by one point per academic day.  Letter grades will be assigned according to the following point structure: A (100-94); A-(93-90); B+ (89-86); B (85-83); B- (82-80); C+(79-76); C (75-73); C- (72-70); D+ (69-66); D (65-63); D- (63-60); E (59 or below).  There is no provision for extra credit assignments.  Unsupported excuses for missed exams or late assignments may result in a grade of 0. 

General Education and Major Requirements
As with all general education courses, Ant 104 provides an introductory student a detailed understanding of the procedures and practices of a discipline.  Archaeology is an inherently interdisciplinary field, and incorporates concepts and methods from a wide array of sciences, including chemistry, physics, biology, and mathematics.  In outlining the role these diverse fields play in reconstructing ancient societies, Ant 104 works towards fulfilling the goals of the general education curriculum.  Also in keeping with general education goals, Ant 104 examines multiple interpretations of archaeological data, in the understanding that science is a social practice composed of numerous perspectives and is characterized by intellectual and cultural diversity.  The numerous hands-on exercises undertaken during laboratory sessions encourage an active learning approach to the material, and provide an opportunity for students to be involved in ongoing research on the part of the instructor and graduate teaching assistants for the course.  Above all else, Ant 104 is predicated on a critical approach to interpreting data, and seeks to provide a student with the critical faculties needed to be a good consumer of knowledge both within the academic environment and beyond.
Ant 104 satisfies the General Education Disciplinary Perspectives Requirements for Social Science and Regions Beyond Eurpe.  While archaeological data is the material remains of past societies, remains which can be quantitatively and empirically investigated, it is the clues these physical remains give us about past social practices and cultural beliefs that are of interest to anthropological archaeology.  Ant 104 provides an introductory student with a basic understanding of the potential to scientifically evaluate human behavior in several ways.  For example, the distinction between rigorous, falsifiable and scientific interpretations of ancient remains are compared to non-scientific, or pseudo-scientific, interpretations, which are regrettably often made of archaeological remains by non-archaeologists.  The scientific goals of archaeology are explained, first in terms of the basic types of data that archaeologists collect, and then in terms of the wide range of questions that archaeologists attempt to answer based on these data.  Through the use of a variety of case studies, in which real interpretations of data are presented, the student is provided with knowledge of the major concepts and analytical methods that archaeologists employ in the course of their scientific investigations.  
Ant 104 is a required course for Anthropology majors.

Texts

There is one required text for this course: Principles of Archaeology by T. Douglas Price.  This text is available in the campus bookstore as well as at Mary Jane Books.  The lecture topics are organized to complement the sequence of topics in the text.  In addition to the Price text, there are several readings posted on the library’s E-Res system, under the course number and professor’s name, with the password “ant104”.  Exams will include questions on the readings.  Additionally, there may be unannounced quizzes on reading material during lecture periods.  Accordingly, it is vital to keep up with the reading, and to have the assigned readings done by the class day on which they are listed in the schedule.
Online Resources
This course has an online component that is hosted through my departmental website:  http://www.albany.edu/anthro/fac/rafferty.htm.  Lecture slide shows will be posted on this webpage for your review.  I will caution students not to view my providing these lecture notes as an excuse not to attend class.  Taken outside of lecture, these notes lack context and would not be helpful.  They are intended for review only.  In addition, exams will contain material that is not included in these online notes.  Regular attendance is the only way to insure a good grade in this course.

Cheating and Plagiarism
Academic dishonesty, including cheating on exams, or plagiarism in papers, has regrettably proven to be a recurrent problem in courses of this type.  I have served on a Provost’s Office Task Force dedicated to combating academic dishonesty among our student body.  Accordingly, I take a very strong position in regards to the issue.  Cheating, including the use of any unauthorized material during exams, will not be tolerated in this course.  Any unauthorized material in view during an exam will be taken as de facto evidence of cheating-this includes cell phones or text messaging devices.  Exam proctors will be specifically looking for such material.  Students will not be allowed to leave the exam until they are finished, except for personal emergency.  

Likewise plagiarism, including the representation of anyone else’s writing as your own, will not be tolerated.  This includes any material downloaded from Internet sites or other online sources.  Cutting and pasting text from internet source, or copying text from printed documents, and inserting that text into your paper, without providing any citation for the quote, is plagiarism.  In addition, paraphrasing internet or printed material, without providing a citation, is also considered plagiarism.  In short, if you draw any idea from any external source, online or in print, and that idea is included in your paper in any way, you have to provide a citation of the original source of that idea or you are guilty of plagiarism.  See “Bibliographic Notation” below for directions on proper citation.

If you are still unsure what constitutes plagiarism, I strongly encourage you to consult the university library’s online tutorial.  This can be accessed at this web address: http://library.albany.edu/usered/tut.html.  Specifically, I strongly recommend the “Evaluating Internet Sources 101” and “Plagiarism 101” tutorials.  Students using these tutorials should use the “non-credit” version.

Submission of any material that you did not prepare yourself, including papers written by other people, papers written by yourself but for other classes, and papers purchased from online “papermill” web sites, constitutes a severe case of academic dishonesty and will be dealt with accordingly.

Students caught cheating during exams or plagiarizing for the written assignments will be severely penalized.  Minimum punishment for academic dishonesty is a failing grade on the exam or assignment in question.  More severe cases will be brought before the university administration for disciplinary action and will receive a failing grade for the course.  Minimum punishment for academic dishonesty cases referred to the administration is usually suspension for at least one semester.  Page 10 of the University Code of Conduct explicitly states that a student with no prior disciplinary record can be disciplinarily suspended from the University for violating the academic dishonesty policy.
Course Outline

	Week
	Date
	Content
	Readings

	Week 1
	1/22
	What is archaeology?
	Price Chs. 1-2

	Week 2
	1/27
	The history of archaeology
	Price Ch. 3

	
	1/29
	What do we want to know?
	Price Ch. 4

	Week 3
	2/3
	What do archaeologists look for?
	Price Ch. 5

	
	2/5
	How do we find and excavate sites?
	Price Ch. 6

	Week 4
	2/10
	How do we organize what we dig up?
	Price Ch. 7

	
	2/12
	How do we know how old stuff is?
	Price Ch. 8

	Week 5
	2/16-20
	No Classes (Winter  Break)
	

	Week 6
	2/24
	Case Study: Colonizing the New World
	Parry

	
	2/26
	First Midterm
	

	Week 7
	3/3
	What the Earth can tell us: geoarchaeology
	Price Ch. 9

	
	3/5
	What mean these stones?  stone tools
	Price Ch. 10

	Week 8
	3/10
	Flintknapping workshop
	

	
	3/12
	People behind the pots: ceramics
	Price Ch. 11

	Week 9
	3/17
	Ancient food: faunal and floral analysis
	Price Ch. 12-13

	
	3/19
	What can we learn from ancient skeletons?
	Price Ch. 14

	Week 10
	3/24
	What can we learn from human burials?
	Parker Pearson

	
	3/26
	Video: Secrets of the Dead
	

	Week 11
	3/31
	Second Midterm
	

	
	4/2
	Archaeology and the sciences: archaeometry
	Price Ch. 15

	Week 12
	4/7
	Archaeology of women
	Claasen

	
	4/9
	No Classes (Spring Break)
	

	Week 13
	4/14
	Archaeology of art and religion
	Renfrew & Bahn

	
	4/16
	Archaeology of us: garbology
	Rathje

	Week 14
	4/21
	Making sense of it all: archaeological theory
	Price Ch. 16

	
	4/23
	Archaeology and pseudoscience
	Feder

	Week 15
	4/28
	Archaeology and ethics
	Price Ch. 17

	
	4/30
	Video: Bones of Contention
	

	Week 16
	5/5
	Final thoughts
	

	Finals
	
	Final Exam (10:30-12:30, LC19)
	


Lab Section Schedule

	Week 1
	No Lab Meetings

	Week 2
	Media discussion (10 pts.)

	Week 3
	Seriation lab (10 pts.)

	Week 4
	Stratigraphy lab (10 pts.)

	Week 5
	Winter Break

	Week 6
	No Lab Meetings

	Week 7
	Stone tools lab (10 pts.)

	Week 8
	Ceramics lab (10 pts.)

	Week 9
	Osteology lab (10 pts.)

	Week 10
	Settlement Patterns lab (10 pts.)

	Week 11
	No Lab Meetings

	Week 12
	Garbology lab (10 pts.)

	Week 13
	Spring Break

	Week 14
	Internet project (10 pts.)

	Week 15
	Repatriation debate (10 pts.)

	Week 16
	No Lab Meetings
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