
Anthropology 424/524: Language and Culture

M, W 4:15-5:35

SS 255

James Collins 
Spring 2005

Arts & Sciences 242
Office Hours: M, 2:00-4:00

collins@albany.edu
W, 3:00-4:00

442-4708
or by appointment

Overview:
This course examines the links between language and culture by examining the tensions between structuralist and practice theories of language and culture.  The course develops three general themes: (1) the relations between structures and practices; (2) the relations between mind, language, and culture; and (3) the relation between linguistic media, cultural practices, and social institutions. Prerequisite: LING 220 or ANT 220 or permission of instructor. Students should also have an interest in intellectual history and cross-disciplinary approaches.

Format and Requirements:
Classes will consist of lectures, discussions, and presentations. Lectures and discussions will be devoted to contextualizing readings, clarifying major themes, and identifying unresolved issues. Early in the semester, part of each week will be devoted to ‘pro’ and ‘con’ discussions of specific readings; later in the semester, graduate students will give reports on their research topics. Order of reports will be based on choice or lottery.

All students are responsible for readings, discussion, two short ‘pro’ or ‘con’ responses to readings, a take-home midterm and a take-home final. Graduate students must also write a short (8-10 pp.) research paper and give an in-class report on that paper. They do a modified version of the final exam. The midterm will be distributed on 3.9 and is due on 3.16. The final will be distributed on 5.2 and is due on 5.9. Graduate research papers are due on 5.2

Texts
Readings will be drawn from the following sources plus a reading packet. Texts listed below have been ordered in the UA and Mary Jane Bookstores. The reading packet will be available through Shipmates at Stuyvesant Plaza.

James Collins & Richard Blot Literacy and Literacies: Texts, Power, and Identity. 2003. Cambridge University Press.

Alessandro Duranti (ed)  Linguistic Anthropology: A Reader. 2001. Blackwell. 

William Foley Anthropological Linguistics. 1997. Blackwell.

Bonnie Urciuoli Exposing Prejudice: Puerto Rican Experiences of Language, Race, and Class. 1998. Westview. 

Reading Packet available at Shipmates

Week
Date
Topic and Readingstc \l1 "Week
Date
Topic and Readings
1.
1.19

Introduction and overview (Logistics)

2. 1.24-26
The field and its traditions
Foley, “Introduction” Anthropological Linguistics (hereafter AL) ch 1. 

Duranti, “Linguistic Anthropology: History, Ideas, and Methods” Linguistic Anthropology (hereafter LA) ch 1


3. 1.31-2.2
Practice-based accounts of language: Theoretical statements & case studies
Foley, “Structuralism”, AL ch 4; 

Hanks, “Indexicality” JLA 9.1-2. [R]

Urciuoli, “Introduction: The Semiotics of Exclusion” in Exposing Prejudice (hereafter EP).

Foley, “Speaking as a Culturally Constructed Act” AL ch 13.

Mitchell-Kernan, “Signifying and Marking: Two African American Speech Acts” LA ch. 6

4.
2.7-9

Structures and subjects in language and culture: Class
Foley, “Language and Social Position” AL ch 16. [pp. XX-XX]

Bernstein, “A Sociolinguistic Approach to Socialization; with Some Reference to Educability” in J. Gumperz & D. Hymes eds. Directions in Sociolinguistics. [R]

Heath, “What No Bedtime Story Means” LA ch. 13.

Lareau, “Developing a child”, “Language as a conduit for social life” chs. 6, 7 in Unequal Childhoods. [R]

Urciuoli, “Good English as Symbolic Capital”EP ch 4 

5.
2.14-16  Structures and subjects in language and culture:  Ethnorace


Foley, “Language and Social Position” AL ch 16. [pp. XX-XX]

Morgan, “The African American Speech Community: Reality and Sociolinguistics” LA ch 3

Urciuoli,  “Racialization and Language” Exposing Prejudice ch 2,5 

6.
2.21-12
Structures and subjects in language and culture:  Ethnorace
*No Class on 2.21: President’s Birthday holiday*

Urciuoli,  “The Race/Class/Language Map” EP ch 5 

Hill, “Language, Race, and White Public Space LA ch 20.

7. 2.28-3.2 
 Structures and subjects in language and culture: Gender
Foley, “Language and Gender” AL ch 15

Gal, “Language, Gender, and Power: An Anthropological Review” LA ch 18

Ochs, “The Father Knows Best Dynamic in Dinnertime Narratives” LA ch 19

Cameron, “Performing Gender Identity: Young Men’s Talk and the Construction of Heterosexual Identity” in A. Jaworski and N. Coupland eds. The Discourse Reader [R]

8. 3.7-9

Language, literacy practices, and culture: Debates about rationality and development
**Mid-Term Exams Distributed on 3.9**

Foley, “Literacy” AL ch 21.

Collins & Blot, Literacy and literacies: Texts, power & identity, chs 1-3

Review: Heath, “What No Bedtime Story Means” LA 13

9.
3.14-16
Language, literacy practices, and culture: Exploring power and 

identity
*Mid-term Exams Due on 3.16*

Foley, “Standard Languages and Linguistic Engineering”, AL ch 20.

Collins & Blot, Literacy and literacies: Texts, power & identity, chs 4-6

Baquedano-Lopez “Creating Social Identities Through Doctrina Narratives, LA ch 14

3.21-25
Spring Break: Enjoy
10. 3.28-30  
Language, literacy practices, and culture: Globalization and contact
Urciuoli, “The political topography of bilingualism” ch 3 EP
Blommaert, Creve & Willaert “Language ideological disqualification” [R]

Collins & Slembrouck “You Don’t Know What They Translate” [R]

Rampton, “Local Reports of Language Crossing” ch 2 in Crossing: Language and Ethnicity among Adolescents [R]

Spitulnik “The Social Circulation of Media Discourse and the Mediation of Communities” LA ch 4

11. 4.4-4-6
Language, mind, and culture: Rationalism and Innate constraints on mind 
Foley, “Rationalism”, “Cognitive Anthropology”, “Kinship” OR “Color” AL chs 3, 5, 6 OR 7

12.
4.11-13
Language, mind, and culture: Relativism
Foley “On Relativist Understanding”, “Linguistic Relativity in the Boasian Tradition”, “Space”, “Classifiers” AL chs 8, 10, 11

13. 4.18-20
Language, mind, and culture: Models and practices
Foley, “Cultural models” AL ch 9

Gee, “Cultural Models” An Introduction to Discourse Analysis chs 4 [R]

Bialostok, “Metaphors for literacy: A cultural model of white, middle-class parents” Linguistics and Education 13.3(2002):347-371 [R]

14.
4.27
Language, mind, and culture: From models and practices to identity and agency
*No class on 4.25: Religious Holiday*

Holland & Skinner, “Prestige and Intimacy: The Cultural Models Behind American’s Talk about Gender Types” in D. Holland & N. Quinn (eds.) Cultural Models in Language and Thought. [R]

Holland, Lachicotte, Skinner, and Cain, “Personal stories in Alcoholics Anonymous”, “How figured worlds of romance become desire” in D. Holland et al. Identity and Agency in Cultural Worlds. [R]

15.
5.2
From models and practices to identity and agency (continued)

**Final Exam Distributed

**Graduate research papers due**

*No class on 5.4: Reading Day*

5.9  
**Finals due**

Grading Policy, Spring 2005:

Undergraduates:
30% = Midterm

40% = Final

30% = Participation (attendance & discussion; pro/con responses; office visit)

Graduates:

30% = Midterm

20% = Final

30% = Research Paper

20% = Participation (attendance & discussion, presentations)


