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Children with Down syndrome are at increased risk for certain
health problems. Congenital heart defects, increased
susceptibility to infection, respiratory problems, obstructed
digestive tracts and childhood leukemia occur with greater
frequency among children who have Down syndrome.
However, advances in medicine have rendered most of these
health problems treatable and the majority of people born with
Down syndrome today have a life expectancy of
approximately 55 years.

Adults with Down syndrome are at increased risk for
Alzheimer's disease. Whereas approximately six percent of
the general population will develop the disease, the figure is
about 25 percent for people with Down syndrome. Many
individuals with Down syndrome have the changes in the
brain associated with Alzheimer’s, but do not necessanly
develop the clinical disorder.

http://www.ndss.org/content.cfim?fuseaction=InfoRes.HlthArticle&article=19

L4agc 1 Ul L

acﬁas[mg » izf~ Pianaiagv* ‘Find Req




